

O’ttWTWra 


Public 


^ccn, No ^ 


Libra: 





ELEMENTS 


OF 

GENERAL HISTORY, 

ANCIENT AND MODERN. 

TO WHICH ARE ADDED, 

A TABLE OF QHRONOLOGY, 

AND 

A COMPARATIVE VIEW OF ANCIENT AND 
MODERN GEOGRaI^HY, 

Illustrated by maps, 

THE NINTH EDITION, 

CORRECTED, WITH CONSIDERABLE ADDITIONS, 

By EDWARD NARES, D.D. 

R£aiU4 FRoIeSSOR of modern history in the RNIVERBITY or OirOHD. 

IN TWO VOLUMES. 

VOL. 11. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR T. CADELL, IN THE STRAND ; 

AND A. CpNSTABLE & COV^. FAIRBAIRN, J. ANDERSON, JUN. 

& KENNY, EDINBURGH. 

1825 . 




CON'^®NTS 

OF 

the SEC^^O volume. 


MODERN HISTORY. 

Sect. L 

Of Arabia eu^tlie Empire of the Saracens, • Page 1 
Sect. U. 

Monarchy of the Franks, - - - • - 8 

Sect. UL 

Reilections on the State of France uunng tne luero* 
vingfan Race of its Kings, • » 13 

Sect. IV. 

Charlemagne. — the new Rnplw of the West, - 33 

Sect. V. 

ji^anners, Gorjnunent, and Customs of tlje Age of 
Charlem^e, - - .,,.^30 

Sect, VL 

Retro^joctiye V%w of ^ Afein of the Church pre- 
cedjij^^e A^ ofChiliemagtie^ - - 97 



VI 


stents. 


Empire of the Wei^ 

. ^'^ucceieors of Charle- 


magne, 

Sect, 

Empire of the Et»t duriog the 
turies, - - - ^ Ninth Cen- 

Sect. IX. 

State of the Church in the Eighth and Ninv*. 


- Page 42 


48 


Sect. X. 

Of the Saracene in. the Eighth and Nktii Centuries, 54 

I 

Sect. XI. 

Empire of the West and Italy in the Tenth and Eleventh 
Centuries, - - • . 58 

Sect.^. 

History of Britain from its earliest Period down to the 
Norman Conquest, - - - . ^ 65 

Sect. XtlT. 

Of the Government, taws, and Manners of the Anglo- 
Sakbns, - - 

Sect. XiV. 

State of Europe during the tenth, Elevfentii, and Twelfth 
Centuries, 

Sect, XV. 

History of England in the Eleventh, Tyrelftb, and part 
of the Thineenth CenttWei, 93 





m 


XVI» 

State af O.enPMW •M 


tury, .‘^8® 

$ i ( yt , % Wil > 

The Crusadei, or Hedy W^, ,112 

SffCTe xvm. 

Of Chivalry and Romance, 124 

State of Eurcye in the T^^nth wldT^wrteeptt Cei^- 
turie*, l?i 

‘ Sect. XX. 

Revolution in Switzerl^d, 137 

Sect. XXI. 

State of Evope (continued) in the TWrtcentb^ Four- 
teenth, /hd Part of the fifteenth Centuries, • 139 

Sect. XXII. 

History of Enjfiwid in |he Thirteen^ (^ftnry^ J43 

.Sect. XXffl. 


Histwy ef Scotland frcmi the Elevei^ to Ae TFoqr- 
teenth Century, 

^T. XXiV. 271 

History of England the Fourteenth Cont^. 

Sect. XXV. 

England and France in the Fifteer^ pentjuy. -r- 
of Wwinerf, 

Sect. XXVI, 

Decline BiS M of <lie (Jreek ^pi«, 



CONTENTS. 


sbct. xxvn. 

Govemmeat and Policy of the Turkiah Empire, Page 169 
Sect. XXVJII. 

France aad Italy in the End of the Fifteenth Century, 1 71 
Sect. XXIX. 

Histoiy of Spain in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Cen- 
‘uriea, - . . . . 

Sect. XXX. 

France, Spain, and Italy, in the End of the Fifteenth 
and Beginning of the Sixteenth Century, . jgo 

Sect. XXXI. 

Hiatory of England, from the Middle of the Rfteenth 
to the Banning of the Sixteenth Century. _ Civil 
Wars of York and Lancaster, 

' 183 

Sect. XXXIl. 

HUtory of Scotland, from the Middle of the Fourteenth 
Century to the End of the Reign of James V., - 190 

Sect. XXXlII. 

Of Ancient Constitution of the Scottish Govern-' 

198 

Sect. XXXIV* 

start' of the Progress of Literature and Science m 
firope, ■— From the Revival of Letters .t 
-d of the rtfteenth Century 

202 

Sect. XXXV. 

before 



CONt'EN^fi. 




Sect. XXXVI. 

l)i3coverte€^ thh Portagoete in the Cehfniy, 

and their Effects on Ae Comq^ercejof Europe, Page 222 

Sect. XKXVIi. 

G'erraany and France ih fKe Reigne of Charles V* and 
Francis I., 2Sl 

Sect. XXXVIIL 

Observations on Ae Constitution of Ae Gera^ Empire, 239 

Sscx,*XKXtXi 

Of the Reformation in Gmnany*and Swi^xaclaad, and 
the Revolution in Denid^rk and Sweden, ^ 44 , 

Sect. XL. 

Of Ae Reforro^ion in Englahd, under Henry VIII. and 
his Successoijs, ... . . 25S 

Sect. XLI. 

Ot Ae Discovery and Conquest of America, - 258 

Sect. XLIL 

Possessions of the oAer European Nations in Ameri(^ 268 

Sect. XLIH. 

Of Ae State of Ae fine Arts in Europe, in the age of 
Leo X., - - - - 271 

SaCT; XtiV. 

Of the Ottoman Power in the SixteenA Century, - 279 

Sect. XLV. v 

?tate of Persia, other Asiatic Kingdoms, in the 
SixteenA and Se^nteenA Centuries, - - 282 

Sect.XLVL 


Histor^^i^ ipoia, 


285 



CONTENTS. 


Sect. XLVII. 

Ancient State of India ; Manners, Laws, Arts and 
Sciences, and Religion of the Hindoos, Page 290 

Sect. XL VIII. 

Of China and Japan, - _ *295 

Sect. XLIX. 

Of the Antiquity of the Empire of China. — State of 
Arts and Sciences, Manners, Government, Laws, 29S 

Sect. L. 

M. Bailly’s Theory of the Origin of the Sciences among 
the Nations of Asia, - - - . 308 


Sect. LI. 

Reign of Philip II. of Spain. — Revolution of the Ne- 
therlands, and Establishment of the RepubliQ of Hol- 
land, . . _ 


Sect. LII. 


Of the Constitution and Government of the United Pro- 


vinces, 




Sect. LIII. 

R^ign of Philip II. continued, 


291 


Sect. LIV. 

State of France in the End of tKe Sixteenth Cen- 
tury,- Under Henry IL, Franci, II., Charles IX., 
Henry III., and Henry IV., 

Sect. LV. 

‘i^^ory of England and of Scotland in the Reigns of 
Elizabeth and Mary Queen of Scots. 



CONTENTS. 


U 

Sect. LVI. 

History of Great Britain in the Reigns of James I. and 
Charles!., - - - Page 34S 

^ Sect. LVII. 

The Commonwealth of England, - - 357 

Sect. LVIII. 

The Reigns of Charles II. and James II., - 363 

Sect.LIX. 

On the British Constitution, - - - 37 q 

Sect. LX. 

Of the Public Revenue of Great Britain, - 33 1 

Sect. LXI. 

History of Frfjice under Lewis XIIL, - - 385 

Skct/lXII. 

Spain under Philip III. and Philip IV, — Constitution 
of Portugal and of Spain, - - • 3^ 

Sect. LXUI. 

Affairs, of Germany from the Abdication of Chftrles V 
to the Peace of Westphalia, - - - 395 

Sect. LXTV. 

Fran* e under Lewis XIY., • - - *399 

Sect. LXV. 

On the Constitution of France under the Monarchy, 413 
Sect.LXVI. 

Of Peter ^he Great, Czar of Muscovy, and Charles 
XII., Kiftg of Sweden, - - - 417 



CON TEN t5. 


xii 

Sect. LXVII. 

A View of the Progress of Science and Literature in 
Europe: — From the End of the Fifteenth to the 
End of the Seventeenth Century, - - Page 4 < 2 () 

A Table of ClirhnoJogy, - - - 139 



f 

I « PCDijr$i 


18.53 




MODERN HISTORY. 


PART SECOND. 

L 

OF ARABIA, AND THE EMPIRE OF THE SARACENS. 

1. The fa^.i of the WoKteni Empire of the 
Romans, and the final subjugation of Italy by 
the Lombards, is the a?ra from which we date 
the commencement of modern history. 

The Eastern Empire of tlie Romans continued 
to exist for many ages after this, period, stiM 
magnificent, though in a state of comparative 
weakness and degeneracy. Towards the end of 
the sixth century, a new dominion arose in the 
East, which was destined to produce’ a wonder- 
ful change on a great portion of the globe. 

The Arabians, at this time a rude nation, 
living chidfly in independent tribes, who traced 
their descent from the patriarch Abraham, 
VOL. II, 


B 


5 


MODERN HISTORY. 


PART IT. 


[^through Ishmael the son of Hagar,] profe^ed 
a mixed religion, compounded of Judaism and 
Idolatry. Mecca, their holy city, arose to 
eminence from the donations of pilgrims t^^its 
temple, in which was reposited a black stone, an 
object of high veneration. Mahomet was born 
at Mecca, A.D. 57I. [Though descended trom 
a family which had produced many clheftains, 
and belonging to tlie tribe of Koreish, the most 
noble in Arabia, he "was born in Ioav^ circum- 
stances, and had no education ; but his natural 
talents being above the ordinary stamp,] he 
sought to raise himself* to celebrity^ by feigning 
a divine mission to propagate a ne\\'*uehgion f()r 
the salvation of mankind. [Tlie ,JewisTrT‘x|fLU- 
ations of a A ct to come, and the C’hris- 

tian promise of a Comforter, afforded him grounds 
siifficient to set out uj)on the pretensioji of being 
the person intended to restore happiness to all 
the nations of the earth, while an Arabian predic- 
tion, in favor of such pretensions, seemed to con- 
fine it to some member of the tribe of Koreish, to 
Avhich Mahomet, as has been shown, particularly 
belonged.] He accordingly retired to the' 
desert, and pretended to hold conferences with 
the angel Gabriel, who [it was asserted] de- 
livered to him from time to time poi tions of a 
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SiV'red book, or Coran, containino’ revelations of 
file will of the Supreme Heing, and of the doc- 
trines which he required his rro])het to commu- 
*]hcate to tlie world. [It is certainly remarkable, 
that this book sliould be written in a style so 
peculiar as to have become a model of the Arabic 
tongue, since, on the eloquence' of the writing, 
Mahomet in a great ineaMire rested the trutli of 
])is mission, conti'a^ting the purity of the style 
with tlic dc‘tieienc‘y of liis own education, ami in 
want of other credentials, insisting upon it as 
carj’ying witli 'it all tin' weight and im]) 0 ]’tance 
of an actijal and true mirach'. Perliaj)s the 
secret is t/be found injhe ciicaimstances of the 
iJiUc; to wliich hc‘ l^elonged, tJie dialect of the 
Koreish l)eing particularly pure, and tree tfom 
j3ro\ incial cor]'U{)tions. J 

^2. This religion, wliile it ado])ted in })art the 
morality of Christianity, retained many" of fhe 
rites of Judaism, and some ot'the Ai-abian super- . 
stitions, as the ])ilgrimage to Mecca j but owed 
to a certain spirit of Asiatic \ oluptuousness its 
. chief recommendation to its votaries. The 
Coran taught the belief of one God, whose wall * 
and power’ w ere constantly exerted towards the 
happiness of his creatures • that the duty of man 
was to love his neighbours, assist the poor, 
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protect the injured, to be liumane to infei'H3r 
animals, and to pray seven times a-day ; Cganjjl 
ing and usury were particularly proscribed.] 
The pious Mussulman [polygamy being already 
sanctioned by the customs of Arabia] was 
allowed to liavc four wives, and as many con- 
cubines as he chose ; and [with a view to a re- 
surrection and a future life, which were amongst 
the original tenets of his countrymen,] the 
pleasures of lo\ e were promised as the supreme 
joys of paradise, [intermingled with such other 
particular indulgences and luxuries, as were 
directly opposed to the inconveniences and de- 
privations of* an Arabiai^ climate ; gardens irri- 
gated by rivers, and grove**? of pei’])etual shade.] 
To revive the impression of tliesc laws, which 
God [it was pretended] had engraven originally 
in the hearts of men, he had sent from time to 
time his prophets upon earth, Abraham, Moses, 
Jesus Christ, and Mahomet; the last the greatest, 
to whom all the world should owe its conversion 
to the true religion. By producing the Coran 
in detached parcels, Mahomet had it in his- 
power to solve all objections by new revelations ; 
[while his adoption of the Oriental tenet of pre- 
destination, to its fullest extent, took ’from his 
followers the fear of death, in all attempts to 
propagate his religion by the sword.] 
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Ji. Dissensions and popular tumults between. 

1 

^le believers and infidels caused the banisliment 
of JMahoinet from Mecca. His flight, called the 
Ilcgyra^ (A. D. is tlic a?ra of his glory. 

He betook himself to Medina, was joined by the 
brave Omar, and, propagating his doctrines with 
great success, marclied with his followers iii 
arms, and took the city of Mecca. In a few 
years, lie subdued all Arabia ; and then attack- 
ing Syria, Avon several of the Roman cities. In 
the midst of his victories he died at the age of 
sixty-one, A.D. 03^2. He had nominated Ali, 
his son-in-^aw, liis successor, but [tlirough the 
intrigues of Aycslia, on# of the prophet’s widows, 
and by gaining the army over. to his interest^ 
Abubeker, his Ikther-iu-Jaw, securecl tlie suc- 
cession. 

4. Abubeker united and published the books 
of the Coran, and prosecuted tlie conquests, of 
Mahomet, lie defeated the army of Heraclius, 
Che eastern Emperor,] took Jerusalem, and 
subjected all between Mount Libanus and tt>e 
Mediterranean. On liis deatli, Omar was elected 
to the Caliphate, Clie successors of the prophet 
in tilings spiritual and temporal being denomin- 
ated Cahplis,~\ and in i»ne campaign deprived 
the Greek empire of Syri^ Phoenicia, excluding 
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J^alestine,] Me.so])otamia, and Clialdaea. In tire 
next, he subdued to the Mu.ssulnian dominioim 
and I'eligion tiie whole empire of Persia. Ills 
generals at, tlie same time conquered Egypt, 
Libya, and Numidia. 

5. Otman, tlie successor of Omar, added to 
the dominion of the Cali])lis Pactriana, and part 
ot Tartary, and ravaged Kliodcs and tlie Oreek 
islands. His successor was Ali, the son-in-law 
of Maliomet, a name to this day revered by the 
Mahometans. He transferri'd the seat of the 
f'aliphate fioni IMecca to (foutia, whence it was 
afterwards lemoved [tirst to Daniascns and 
hnallyj to IJagelat. His*icign was glorious, but 
only of live years’ duration. In the sjiace of 
half a century from the beginning of the con- 
quests of Mahomet, the Saracens raised an 
enquire more extensive than what renVaim'd of 
th^ Roman. Nineteen C'aii])lrs of the race of 
On Kir (^Onuni {ides') ]iaJ reigned in suecession, 
[when Marwan 11. was detlironedby Abu Alibas 
Abdallah, and his wliole race destroyed, \\ith the 
single exception of tlie celebrated Abdalrciliman, 
whose exploits and settlement in Spain will ap- 
pear hereafter.] ^Vitli -Abu Abbas began the 
dynasty of the Abassidc^, descended by the male 
line from Mahomet. Almanzor, second Caliph of 
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this race, removed die scat of empire to Bagdat, 
T), ami introduced learning and tlie culture of 
the sciences, which his successors continued to 
pi omotc witli equal zeal and liberality. Haropn 
Ai raschid, [grandson of Almanzor,] wlio flou- 
rished iji tlie beginning of tlie nintli century, 
[and was twenty-three years Caliph,] is cele- 
brated as a second Augustus. ddie sciences 
cliiefly culth atoil by tlie Arabians were, Medi- 
cine, [Chemistry, Botany,] Geometry, and Astro- 
nomy, [borrowed in a grceit degree from tlie 
Greeks, whose liooks tliey inqierfectly trans- 
lated. Their Astronomy was a good deal mixed 
up with Astrology, tlnaigli tlieir knowledge of 
the slaT^ was founded on prc'tty correct obsei v- 
ations. In Geograjiby we stand indebted to 
Abiilfeda for much original iidbrmation.] They 
improved the Oriental Boetry, by adding re- 
gularity to its limey and luxiiriancy of imagery. 
[Their proverbs and romances are in credit to 
tliis day ; of whicli latter, tlie thousand and one 
nights is a strong instance, and which arc to be 
relerred to the times of Haroun AJrascliid, the 
liero, in fact, of those entertaining stories, the 
illustrious contemporary and ally of Charle- 
mag;ue.] 
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11 . 

MONARCHY OF THE FRANKS. 

1, The Franks were originally those tribes 
of Germans who inhabited the districts lying 
on the Lower Rhine and Wescr, and who, in 
the time of Tacitus, passed under tlie names of 
Chauci, Cherusci, Catti, Sicambri, kc. Tliey 
assumed or received tlie apj)ellation of Franks, 
or freemen, from their temporary union to resist 
the dominion of the Romans, [being tirst so 
called by tlie historians of tlie tliird ctntnry.] 
Legendary chronicles record a PJiaramoml and a 
Meroveus ; the latter the head of the first race of 
the kings of France termed the Merovingian ; 
but the authentic history of the -Franks com- 
mences only with his grandson Clovis, who 
•began to reign in the year 181 . While only in 
the twentieth year of his age, Clovis achieved 
the conquest of Gaul, by the defeat of Syagriiis 
the Roman Governor [at Soissons] ; and mar- 
rying Clotilda, daugliter of ChiJperic, King of 
Burgundy, soon added that province to his 
dominions, by dethroning his father-in-law. He 
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was con^'erted by Clotilda ; and the Franks, till 
then idolaters, became Cbristians, after ,lheir 
(Sovereign’s example. The Visigoths M'ere 
'masters at this time of Acpiitaine, the country 
between the llbone and Loire, Quid tlrongh, like 
the Franks, they also bad been converted to 
Christianity, yet, having embraced the Allan 
tenets, they were o])posed to the principles of 
Clotilda, who bad deserted her countrymen, and 
embraced the Roman faith.] Tlie intemperate 
zeal of Clovis proinjited the oxtir])ation of these 
heretics, who retreated across the Pyrenees into 
(Spain, and, the province of Aquitaine became 
part of the* kingdom ol^thc Franks. They did 
not, however, long retain it ; for Theodorio the 
Great, [^though himself an Ai'ian, and married to 
the sister of Clovis, opposed him in this attempt, 
and] defeating him in the battle of Arles, added 
Aquitaine to his own dominions. [The daughter 
of Theodoric, indeed, had married the King of 
the Visigoths, so that be fought for the interests 
of his grandsons.] Clovis cbed, A. D. ,511. 

2. His four sons, [probably upon the prin- 
ciple of the civil law, which in cases ofjprivnte 
property had established that rule and mode of 
succession,] tlivided the monarchy, and were 
perpetually at war with each other. A series of 
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weak and wicked princes succeeded, and Gaul 
Ibr spine aii’cs was characterised under its FranK 
sovereigns by more than ancient barbarism. On 
tlie deatli of Dagoberl II., ^A. D. 71^0 who 
left two infant sons, the government, during 
tlieir minority, fell into tlie liaiuls of their cliief 
officers, termed i\Iayors of tlie Palace ; and 
tliese ambitious men ibuuded anewjiower, wliicli 
for some generations lieid tlie Fivuik sovereigns 
in absolute subjection, and left tluan little more 
tliaii tlK‘ title of King, [jin their owii names 
tliey assumed tlie jiower ot‘ jiardouing otlenccs, 
of distributing offices, (d‘ tilling ^■acant ihofs, and 
of transmitting their lioi^ours and jiohsessions to 
their descendants. In all these tilings, however, 
they were obliged to proceed witli much caution, 
ha\ ing in the other great feudatories not only 
e(juals but rivals. j] Austrasia and Neustria, the 
t\\o great divisions of the Frank monarchy, [jthe 
former including the territories bordering on the 
Rhine, the latter the more central parts of 
modern France,]] were nominallv goA erned by 
Ihierry, but in reality by Pepin Ileristel, JVIayor 
ot the Palace, who, restricting his Sovereign to 
domain, ruled France for thirty years witli 
gi eat wisdom and good policy. His sonj Gharles 
rVIartel, succeeded to his power, and, under a 
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siniyar title, governed for twenty-six years, with 
equal ability and success. He was victorious 
over all liis domestic toes, liis arms kept in awe 
tlie snnounding nations, and lie delivered France 
from the ravages ol' the Saracens, [who at that 
time were making great jirogrcsss in the' jiarts bor- 
dering n])on Sj>ain, aiul^ wliom lu' entirely de- 
feated, between Tours and Poietiers, A. 11. 7^2, 
[ihei'ebv, in all lilvcl ihood, secui ing Ivombardy, 
Italy, and e\entnally, jierbajis, the eastern cmjiii'c, 
i'rom the prc'pondej'ance ot‘ the Moslems; — such 
a line of' conquest, according to their own writers, 
having becM contemjilated by tlie Arabian com- 
mander.J 

3 , Charles Martel bcf[ueatbed the goveiai- 
]nent of 1‘rance, as an nndisj)iited inlieritance, 
to his two sons, Ik'jiin le Priet', and Carloman, 
•who go^'c‘rnetl, under the same title of j\Ia)or, 
the one Austrasia, and the othei' Xeustria aud 
]lurgund>s On the resignation of Carloman, 
Pepin succeeded to tlie sole administration ; 
and, ambitious of adding tlie title of King to 
the power wliich he already enjoyed, projiosed 
the question to Pope Zachary, whether lie or Ins 
Sovereign Childeric was mo^t worthy of' tlie 
throne ?’ Zachaiy, who had his own intei’cst in 
view, decided [that he who had the power ought 



12 


MODERN HISTORY. 


PART II. 


to bear the name, andj that Pepin therefore had 
aright to add the title of King to the office; and 
[^upon tliis decision]) Childeric was (] speedily re- 
moved andj confined to a monastery for life. 
With him ended the first or Merovingian race 
of the Kings of France, A. D. 751. 

4. Pepin recompensed the service done him 
by the Pope, by turning his arms against the 
Lombards; |]of wliom the Roman Pontiff stood 
much in dread ;]] and, stripping them of tlie ex- 
archate of Ravenna, he made a donation of that 
and other considerable territories to the Holy 
See, which w'ere the first, as is alleged, of its 
temporal possessions ; iTfor tlic pretended gift 
of Constantine is now^ generally held to be a 
fable. 3 Conscious of his detective title, it was 
the principal object of Pepin le Brief to conciliate 
the affections of the people whom' he governed. 
The legislative power among the Franks was 
vested in the people assembled in their Champs 
de JMars. Under the Merovingian race the re- 
gal authority had sunk to nothing, while tlie 
powder of the nobles had attained to an inor- 
dinate extent. Pepin found it his best policy to 
acknowledge and ratify those rights, which he 
could not w ithout danger have invaded ; and 
thus, under the character of guardian of the 
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powers of all the orders of the state, he exalted 
tlie regal office to its jiroper elevation, and 
founded it on the securest basis ; piaving, in 
order to render his person sacred and inviolable, 
first introduced the ceremony of anointing, when 
in tlie cathedral of Soissons he was crowned and 
consecrated by the celebrated kSt. Boniface. J On 
his death-bed he called a council of the gran- 
dees, and obUxined their consent to a division of 
his kingdom between his two sons, Charles and 
Carloman. He died A. D. 7^8, at the age of 
fifty-three, after a reign of seventeen years from 
the death of Chi Ideric III., and an administration 
of twenty-seven from 4he death of Charles 
Martel. 


III. 

REFLECTIONS ON THE STATE OF FRANCE DUR- 
ING THE MEROVINGIAN RACE OF ITS KING'S. 
ORIGIN OF* THE FEUDAL SYSTEiAI. 

1. The manners of the Franks were similar 
to those of the other Germanic nations de- 
scribed By Tacitus. Though under the com- 
mand of a chief or king, their government was 
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cxti’emely clemocratical, and tlicy acknowledged 
no other than a military subordination. [^The 
crown was disposed of by election in all cases, 
yet not without some regard to hereditary claims 
on the ])art of the family of the deceased 
monarch. “ — clcdionc parilcr ct suc- 

ccssionc soli I i sunt ])i’ocrcar}.''’~\ The legislative 
authoi'ity rc'sitled in the- (Jencral ^Assembly, or 
CJiantp de iMdrs, held annually oji the 1st day 
of March ; a council in which the King had but 
a single sud'rage, equally with the meanest sol- 
dier. lint when in arms against the enemy, his 
])ower was absolute in enli)rcing njilitary disci- 
})line. 

‘J. After the establishment of the ITanks in 
Gaul, some changes took place from their iiew 
situation. They reduced the Gauls to absolute 
subjection ; yet they lett many in ])ossession of 
their lands, because the new country was too 
I’or its coiiqucroj's. J Iicy left tlicm like- 
wise ill the use of llieir existing laws, which 
Avei e those ot the Roman Theodosimi code, wliile 
they thenis^dves were governed by the Salique 
and Ri})Liarian laws, ancient institutions in ob- 


servance among tlie Franks before tl 
original seats in Germany. Her 
extraoi;dinary diversity of local la 
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in the kingdom of France, m hicli, continuing 
down to modern times, liave given occasion 
to numberless inconveniences. 

3. The ancient Geiinans liad the liighest 
veneration tor their priests or Druids. It was 
natural tliat the Franks, alter their con\ ersion 
to (diristianity, slioidd liave the same reverence 
for their l)islio])s, to wliom accordingly tluw al- 
lowed* the hrst I’ank in the national assendily. 
ddiese bislu)])s were generally chosen from 
among the native (iauls; lor. Inning adopted 
from this nation their ju‘\v jcligion, it \vas na- 
tural that i.\]ch' ])riests should be chosen irom 
the same peoj)le. Th^ intluence ot‘ tlu^ clergy 
contributed iniuT to amelioiaite the coiulitioji of 
the coiupiej'ed (hulls, and to humanise theii' 
ca)n(|uerors ; [but not wiihoul a sad mixture of 
supei'stition and great disca>aragement of leaiai- 
ing in the laity]. In a short s])ace of' time the 
two nations were thoroughly iiu'orporated. 

4. At tills period a new system ol‘ jiolicy is 
^isible among this united peojile, which by de- 
grees extended itself over most of- the nations 
of Europe, — l/te J^'cudal A]/,s7c;;o 

By tliis expression is properly meant that tenure 
or condition on which the proprietors of land 
held their possessions, viz, an obligation to per- 
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form military service, wlienever required by tlie 
• chief or overlord to whom they owed allegiance. 

Many modern writers [^particularly among the 
French^ attribute tlie origin of tins institution 
or policy to the Kings of the Franks, who, after 
the conquest of Gaul, are siq)posed to have di- 
vided the lands among their followers, on this 
condition of military service. But this notion is 
attended with insurmountable difficrdties. ' For, 
in the first place, it proceeds on this false idea, 
that the conquered lands belonged in property 
to the King, and that he had the right of be- 
stowing them in gifts, or dividing them among 
his followers ; whereas it is a certain fact, that, 
among the Franks, the partition of conquered 
lands was made by lot, as was the division even 
of the spoil or booty taken in battle j and that 
the King’s share, though doubtless a larger por- 
tion than that of his captains, was likewise 
assigned him by lot. Secondly, if we should 
suppose the King to have made those gifts to 
his captains out of his owm domain, the creation 
of a very few henejicia would hav’e rendered him 
a poorer man than his subjects. We must 
therefore have recourse to another supposition 
for thfe origin of the fiefs j and we shall 'find that 
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it is to be tiaccd to a source much more remote 
than the conquest of Gaul by the Franks. 

C. [Not to insist in this place on the traces of 
feudalism to be found in the oldest records of 
Ihdia,3 among all barbarous nations, with 
whom war is the cliief occupation, we remark a 
strict subordination of the members of a tribe to 
their chief or leader. It was obseiwed by Caesar 
as peculiarly strong among the Gaulish nations, 
and as subsisting not only between the soldiers 
and their commander, but between the inferior 
towns or villages and the canton or province to 
which thc}^ belonged. In peace, every man 
cultivated his land, free of all taxation, and 
subject*to no other burden than that ot‘ military 
service when required by his cliiefl When the 
province was at w^ar, each village, though taxed 
to furnish only a certain number of soldiers, was 
bound to send, on the day appointed for a ge- 
neral muster, all its males capable of bearing 
arms, and from these its rated number was se- 
lected by the chief of the province. This cU- 

entela subsisted among the Franks as well as 

. * 

among the Gauls. It subsisted among the Ro- 
mans, who, in order to secure their distant con- 
quests, were obliged to maintain fixed garrisons 
on their frontiers, to check the inroads of the 
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Barbarian nations. To each officer in these 
garrisons it was customary to assign a portion of 
land as the pledge and pay of his service. These 
gifts were termed heneficia, and their proprietors 
henejiciarii, Plin. Ep. lib. 10. ep. 32. The hene- 
Jicia were at first granted only for life : Alex- 
ander Severus allowed them to descend to heirs, 
on the like condition of military servdce. 

6’. When Gaul was over-run by the Franks, 
a great part of the lands was possessed on this 
tenure by the Roman soldiery, as the rest was 
by the native Gauls. The conquerors, accus- 
tomed to the same policy, would naturaUy adopt 
it in the partition of their new conquests ; each 
man, on receiving his share, becoming bound 
to military service, as a condition necessarily 
annexed to territorial property. With respect 
to those Gauls who retained their possessions, 
j^and who may be regarded as the original allo- 
dial proprietors,] no other change was necessary 
than to exact the same obhgation of military 
vassalage to their new conquerors, that they had 
rendered to. their former masters the Emperors, 
and, before the Roman conquest, to their native 
chiefs, [[or to the community ; for even the allo- 
dial proprietors were bound by what historians 
call the trinodis necessiias, namely, to serve in 
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the wars when duly summoned ; to maintain the 
public bridges j and to keep in repair fortified 
places. 3 Thus no other change took place than 
T;hat of the overlord. The system was tlie same 
wliich had prevailed for ages. 

7 . But these heriejicia, or tiefs, were ])ersonal 
grants, revocable by the Sovereign or overlord, 
and revertimr to Iiiin on the deatli of the vassal. 
Tlie weakness of the Frank Kings oftlic Merovin- 
gian race, Quid tliat partition of the sovereignty 
which, by throwing them into a state of continual 
competition, rendered it necessary for them to 
attach as many followers as they could,] ini- 
boldened tile posscssors^of fiefs to aspire at inde- 
pendence and security of property. In a con- 
vention lield at Andeli in .587, tn treat of peace 
between Gontran and Childebcrt II., the nobles 
obliged these piinces to renounce the right of 
revoking their benefices, which henceforward 
passed by inheritance to their eldest male issue j 
[]a change which seems to have suggested the 
security of particular charters in all subsequent 
beneficiary grants, prescribing termg and condi- 
tions, variable in their nature, and so different 
often the one from the other, that there could 
hardly be found two seignories in the whole 

c ^ 
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khigdow, which were governed in every point of 
view by the same law. 3 

8. It was a necessary consequence of a fief be- 
coming peqjetual and hereditary, that it should 
be capable of subinfeudation ; and that the vas- 
sal himself holding his land of the Sovereign 
by the tenure of military service, should be en- 
abled to create a train of inferior vassals, by 
giving to them portions of his estate to be held 
funder similar charters, and^ on the same condi- 
tions, of following his standard in battle, ren- 
dering Imn homage as their lord, ami pa\ing, as 
the symbol of their subjection, a small annual 
present, either of mone^", or the fruits of their 
lands. Thus, in a liitle time, the wheiie terri- 
tory in the feudal kingdoms was eillier held im- 
mediately and i/i capita of the Sovej'eign himself 
or mediately by inferior vassals of the tenants in 
capita. 

9. It was natural, that in those disorderly 
times, when the authority of government and the 
obligation of general laws were extremely weak, 
the superior or overlord should acquire a civil 
and criminal jurisdiction over his vassals, f Such 
a state of things seems, indeed, to have subsisted 
prior to, or independently of the feudal times 
properly so called, all such rights having been 
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])Osscssed allodially, by the great proprietors of 
Tand long before tlie name of the feudal law was 
known in binrope.J The Co?n}/es, to whom, as 
the cliief magistrates of ])oliee, the administra- 
tion of justice belonged of right, paid little atten- 
tion to tlie duties of their office, and shamefully 
abused tlieir ])owei-s. The iniiaior classes na- 
turally chose, instead of si'cking justice through 
this corru])ted channel, to submit their law-suits 
to the. arljitration of their overlord ; and this 
jurisdiction, conferred at lirstby ihc' acquiescence 
of i)arties, came at length to be regarded as 
founded on strict right. Hence arose a ])ei’- 
petual contest of jurisdk-lion between the greater 
barons in their own territories and the esta- 
blished judicatories ; a nalin al cause o/' that ex- 
tj-eme anarchy and disorder Avhich ])revailcd in 
.Trance during the greater ])art of the Mero- 
vingian period, and which sunk the regal au- 
thority to the lowest pitch of abasement. [jTor 
the Comiies, whose ]»ower and authority were dis- 
puted and resisted by the greater feudatories, 
were servants of the crown. In course of time 
they themselves shook off their de])endence, be- 
stowing in their own names the royal benefices. 

lO. In such a state of things, it was imj)Os.sible 
to avoid taking some steps to reduce the princi- 

c 3 
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pies of the feudal polity into one regular system 
of jurisprudence, or at least of so ascertaining 
the several customs or laws prevailing in dif- 
ferent parts, as might enable all persoiis to know 
and understand the particular rules and regula- 
tions to which they miglit be personally or lo- 
cally subject. Of these collections the law of the 
Lombards lias generally obtained the earliest 
and the greatest credit ; the first code being set- 
tled and adjusted towards the middle of the 7th 
century. The Capitularies of the French kings, 
and the Coutumier of France, followed, j 

11. In a goveminent, of which every part was 
at variance with the rest, it is not surprising that 

i - 

a new jiower should arise, which, in able hands, 
should be capable of enslaving and bringing the 
whole under subjection. The Mayor of the Pa- 
lace, or first officer of the household, [^as has been 
before intimated, j gradually usurped, under a 
series of weak princes, the whole powers of the 
sovereign. This office, from a personal dignity, 
became hereditary in the family of Pepin He- 
ristel ; and* his grandson, Pepin le Brief, re- 
moving from the throne those phantoms of the 
Merovingian race, assumed, by the authority of 
a papal decree, tlie title of King, and reigned 
for seventeen years with dignity and success. 
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the founder of the second race of the French 

C 

monarchs, known by the name]^of the Carlovin- 
gian. QSee the preceding section.] 


JV. 

CHARLEMAGNE. THE NEW EMIMUE OF THE WEST. 

1 . Pepin le Brief] with the consent of his 
nobles, divided, on liis death-lied, tlie kingdom 
of France Jictween liis sons, Charles and Carlo- 
man, A. D! 7C8. The Jatter dying a few years 
after lus father, Cliarles succeeded to the undi- 
vided sovereignty. In the course of a reign of 
forty-five years, Cliarlcmagyie (for so lie%vas de- 
servedly styled) extended the limits of his em- 
pire beyond the Danube ; subdued Dacia, Dal- 
matia, and Istria ; conquered and subjected all 
the barbarous tribes to the banks of the Vistula, 
made himself master of a great portion of Italy, 
and successfully encountered the arms of the Sa- 
racens, the Huns, the Bulgarians, and the Saxons. 
His war with the Saxons was of thirty years’ dur- 
ation, atid their final conquest was not achieved 
without an inhuman waste of blood, ([through 

r 4 
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what has been considered a mistaken zeal for the 
propagation of Christianity by measures which 
tliat religion cannot be said to sanction or approve. 
But otlier views have been taken of the subject, 
and a conjecture thrown out, that Charlemagne 
did not use violence merely to make the Saxons 
Christians, but that having engaged and subdued 
them, lie caused or obliged them, quite as much 
on political as religious grounds, to profess 
Christianity, that they might become peace- 
able subjects. It is exceedingly certain, that 
in building churches, and upholding the in- 
fluence of the clergy, lie acted iqioiuthis princi- 
]ile. Carolus says Malmsbury, 

‘‘ j)ro contimdcndd gentium tllarum Jerocid 
om?2cs ]^enc terras ccclesiis contuleral^ consilio^ 
sissime 'perpendens nolle sacri ordinis homine§^ 
lam facile quam laicos, Jidelitatem domini regi- 
cig'cf’] At the request of the Pope, and to dis- 
charge tlie obligation of his father Pepin to the 
Holy Sec, Charlemagne, though allied by mar- 
riage to Desidcrius, King of the Lombards, dis- 
possessed that prince of all his dominions, and 
put a final period to the Lombard dominion in 
Italy, A. D. 774. 

5 . He made his entry into Rome at the fes- 
tival ot Easter, was there crowned King of 
Iprance and of the Lombards, and was, by Pope 
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Adrian I., im'ested with the right of ratifying tlie 
election of the Popes. []A riglit, however, said 
to have been previously enjoyed and exercised 
by tlie Ostroi^oths and Exarclis of Ravenna, in 
virtue of their being Palricimis. At this ])eriod, 
at all events, liis anthoritv^ at Rome \vas very 
considerable; all ])nblic aflairs \vere conducted 
by laisonlers; tlie inonev bore liis irnjiression ; 
the pnlilic acts the date of tlie year ol‘ his reign, 
Imperantc l^o)m}U) nostro Carolo;'^ and a])})eals 
lay from the sentences of the Pope to the King’s 
officers. ]liit they were the privileges ol‘ the iV/- 
Iriciaie^ still in subordination to the Grecian Em- 
peror. His father had been made a Patrician, 
but never exercised its rights.] Irene, Empress 
of the East, sought to ally herself witli Cliar- 
lemagne, by the marriage ol‘ her son Constantine 
to the daughter ol‘tliis monarch ; but lier subse- 
quent inhuman conduct, in jmtting Constantine 
to death, gave ground to suspect the sincerity 
of her desire for that alliance. 

3. In the last visit oE Charlemagne to Italy, 
he was j_in rather a remarkable manner, on the 
festival of the nativity,] consecrated Emperor of 
the West by the hands of Pope Leo III. [^He 
pretended that lie had been surprised into this 
measure, as his own secretary, historian, and son- 
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in-law, Eginhart, has affirmed ; but it se^nis 
scarcely possible, and has, indeed, been contra- 
dicted by other writers on good grounds. J It 
is probable, that had he chosen Home for his 
residence and seat of government, and at his 
deatli transmitted to his successor an undivided 
dominion, that great but fallen empire might 
have once more been restored to lustre and 
respect ; but Charlemagne had no fixed ca- 
pital, [and is even supposed to have ])articu- 
larly avoided settling at Rome in deference 
to the Pope.] He divided, even in his lifetime, 
his dominions among his children, A. D. 806 ; 
[a measure more excusable, perhaps, in him 
than in others, owing to tlie immense extent 
of his dominions, embracing the upper part of 
Spain, the three Gauls, as they were called, 
Germany between the Rhine and the Oder, tlie 
greatest part of the Austrian possessions south of 
the Danube, the Balearic isles, and Italy, from the 
Alps to Beneventiim, besides tributary countries, 
which, as the price of his alliance and protection, 
guarded his* frontiers as a sort of intermediate 
states. It seems probable, however, that neither 
Charlemagne, nor his successors, intended by 
these partitions any actual dismemberment of 
the empire, since they endeavoured to secure 
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that submission of the younger branches, to 
whomsoever might be invested with the imperial 
dignity. This, liowev'er, only increased the 
causes and occasions of jealousy and dissension.] 
4. The economy of government and the do- 
mestic administration of Charlemagne merit at- 
tention. Pe])in le Brief \\m\ introduced the sys- 
tem of annual assemblies or parliaments, held 
at first in March, and afterwards in May, where 
the chief estates of clergy and nobles were 
called to deliberate on the public adiiirs, and 
the wants of the people. Charlemagne ap- 
pointed the. assemblies to be held twice in the 
year, in spring; and ii* autumn. In the lat- 
ter all affairs were })rcpared and digested; in 
the former was transacted tlie business of le- 
gislation ; and of this assembly he made the 
_^people a i)arty, by admitting from each pro- 
vince or district twelve deputies or re])resent- 
atives. The assembly now consisted of three 
estates, who each formed a separate chamber, 
which discussed apart the concerns of its own 
order, and afterwards united to ttommuuicate 
their resolutions, or to deliberate on their com- 
mon interests. The Sovereign was never present, 
unless when called to ratify the decrees of the 
assembly. 
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5. Charlemagne divided the empire into pro- 
vinces, and these into districts, each compre- 
hending a certain number of counties. The 
districts were governed by royal envoys, for com- 
missaries, missi dotniniciy or rcgii, as they were 
called,] chosen []by the Emperor himself,] from 
the clergy and nobles, and bound to an exact 
visitation of their territories every three months. 
TJiese envoys held yearly conventions, at which 
were present the higher clerg)" and barons, to 
discuss the affairs of the district, examine the 
conduct of its magistrates, and redress the griev'- 
ances of individuals. At the general assembly 
or Champ de Alai, tlie troyal envoys made their 
report to tlie Sovereign and States ; and thus 
the public atteiition was constantly directed to 
all tlie concerns of the empire. [He manifested 
a becoming care for the maintenance of religion 
in his dominions, by correcting several abuses, 
the use of images or paintings among others, and 
modifying what could not without violence to 
the feelings of his people be \vholIy done away j 
as the ])rivi]Gge of asylum, the period for taking 
the monastic vows, and the custom of satisfying 
debts or taxes by the voluntary surrender of per- 
sonal liberty.] 

(3. The private character of Charlemagne was 
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most amiable and respectable. His secretary, 
Eginhart, lias painted his domestic life in beau- 
tiful and simple colouring. The economy of 
his family, when the daughters of the Emperor 
were assiduously employed in spinning and 
housewifery, and the sons trained by their lather 
in tlie practice of all manly exercises, is charac- 
teristic of an age of great simplicity. This 
illustrious man died A. 19. 814, in the seventy- 
second year of his age. Contemporary with 
him was Haroun Alraschid, Caliph of the Sara- 
cens, equally celebrated for his conquests, ex- 
cellent polic^% and the wisdom and humanity of 
his government, [See ^icct. I.J 

7 . 0 /*all the lawtiil sons of Charlemagne, 
Lewis the Dchonnaire was the only one wlio 
survived him, and who, therefore, succeeded 
without dispute to the imperial dominions, ex- 
cepting Italy, which the Emperor had settled on 
Bernard, his grandson by Pepin, his second son. 
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V. 

MANNERS, GOVERNMENT, AND CUSTOMS OF THE 
AGE OF CHARLEMAGNE. 

1. In establishing the provincial conventions 
under the royal envoys, Charlemagne did not 
entirely abolish the authority of the ancient chief 
magistrates, tlie Dukes and Counts. They con- 
tinued to command the troops of the province, 

and to make the le\’ies in stated numbers from 

€. 

each district. Cavalry Avas not numerous in the 
imperial armies, twelve farms being taxed to 
furnish only one horseman with his armour and 
accoutrements. [Those soldiers who made use 
of arrows were obliged to have tw'elve in their 
fluivers.] The province supplied six months’ 
provisions to its complement of men, and the 
King maintained them during the rest of the 
campaign. 

2. The engines for the attack and defence of 
towns w'ere, as in former times, the ram, the 
balista, catapulta, testudo, &c. Charlemagne 
had his ships of war stationed in the mouths of 
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all the large rivers. [Before his time they were 
unkliown amongst the barbarians, and after him 
they were a long time without them, from 
\thich the kingdom suft'ered materially.] He 
be’stowcd great attention on commerce. The 
mercliants of Italy and the south of Trance, [iu 
consequence ol the friendship and treaties sid)- 
sisting between Charlemagne and the Calijih 
Haroun Alraschid,] traded to the Levant, and 
exchanged the commodities of Europe and Asia. 
Venice and Clenoa were rising into commercial 
opulence ; and the manufactures of wool, of 
glass, and iron, were successfully cultivated in 
many of the principal towns in the south of 
Europe,* • [particularly Lyons, Arles, Tours, 
Ravenna, and Rome. Linen was very un- 
common; the want of which may probably have 
been the occasion, in a great degree, of the 
cutan(!ous disorders with which they appear to 
have been inflicted, particularly the leprosy, fof 
which there were many lazarettos or hospitals 
established.] 

3. The value of money was nearly the same 
as in the Roman empire in the age of Constan- 
tine the Great. The numerary livre, in the age 
of Chai'lemagne, was supposed to be a pound of 
silver, in value about ^3 sterling of English 
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money. At present the livre is worth lO^d. 
English. Hence we ought to be cautious in 
forming our estimate of ancient money from 
its name ; and from the want of this cautioti 
have arisen the most erroneous ideas of the 
commerce, riches, and strength of the ancient 
kingdoms. 

4. The Capitularia of Cliarlcmagne, compiled 
into a body A.D. 827, were recovered tiom 
oblivion in 1581 and 1545 . They present many 
circumstances illustrative of the manners of the 
times. Unless in great cities, there were no 
inns: the laws obliged every man to give ac- 
commodation to travellers ; [and thO monasteries 
and religious houses were particularly Vxpected 
to exercise hospitolity in this way ; and they did 
so.[] The chief towns were built of wood, and 
even the walls were of that material. The sDxte 
of the mechanic arts was very low in Europe : 
the Saracens had brought them to greater per- 
fection. Painting and sculpture were only pre- 
served from absolute extinction by the existing 
remains of ancient art. Charlemagne appears to 
have been anxious for the improvement of music ; 
and the Italians are said to Irave instructed his 
French performers in the art of playing on the 
organ. Architecture was studied and success- 
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fully cultivated in that style lerined the (Jothic, 
[]clen\'ed, perhaps, from tlie Arabians,] \\ hich 
admits of great beauty, elegance, and inagnifi- 
eVnee. The composition of IVIosaic aj)pears fo 
have been an invention of those ages, [^(diarle-, 
magne introduced it IVom Home and Rav enna as 
one of the chief ornaments of the palaces he built 
at Ingelheim, Nimeguen, and Aix-la-Chapelle.] 

5. The knowledge of letters was extremely 
low, and confined to a lew of the ecclesiastics : 
but Charlemagne gave the utmost encourage- 
ment to literature and the sciences, [f'ounding 
and establishing schools in abbeys and cathe- 
drals, ainl3 invitin^ into Ijis dominions oi' Franco 
men eminent in those de])artments from Ital}', 
and from tlie Britannic isles, whicli, in tlmse dark 
aj^es, preserved more of the liejlit of learning tlum 
’an}' of the western kingdoms. “ Neque enim si- 
“* lenda laus Britannia', Scotia’, et H Uremia’, 
“ studio liberalium artium co tempoi'c ante- 
cellehaJit rcliquis occidentalibus regnis ; ct cura 
“ pn'ccsertivi monachorum^ qui literarum gloriam^ 
‘‘ alibi aid languentcru aut depressamj, in iis rc- 
gionihus hiipigre siiscitarent atque tuehantur.^* 
Murat. Antiq. Ital. Diss/43. [Alcuin, a native 
of the north of England, being employed in an 
embassy from Offa, King of Mercia, to Charle- 


voL. ir. 


D 



MODERN HISTORY. 


PART II. 




maguc, was prevailed upon by the latter to 
rtjmaiu at his court, and become his preceptor. 
A French writer acknowledges that to Alcuin his 
country was indebted for all the polite learning 
it had to boast of in that and the following 
ages. 3 The scarcity of books in those times, 
and the nature of their subjects, legends, lives 
of tlie saints, &c., evince the narrow diffusion of 
literature. 

G. The pecuniary fines for homicide, the ordeal 
or judgment of God, and judicial combat, were 
striking peculiarities in the laws and manners of 
the northern nations, and particularly of the 
Franks.' Witli this waulike but barbarous people, 
revenge was esteemed honourable arltl merito- 
rious, []and their manners gave but too much 
scope to this passion, in the excesses of the table, 
their propensity to gaming, and the disposition 

raillery for which they were notorious, j The 
high-spirited warrior chastised or vindicated with 
his own hand the injuries he had received or 
inflicted. The magistrate interfered, not to 
punish, blit to reconcile, and was satisfied if he 
could persuade the aggressor to pay, and tlie 
injured party to accept, the moderate fine which 
was imposed as the price of blood and of which 
the measure was estimq,ted according to the 
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rao^, the sex, and the country ol* the person 
slain. [The law in this case, througli a sad 
oversig'ht, legalising;, as it were, the very worst of 
cnines, by establishing; a most inadequate and 
easy satisfaction. J But increasing civilisation 
abolished those barbarous distinctions. We liave 
remarked the equal scvei ity of' the laws of the 
Visigotlis, botli in the crime of murder and 
robbeiy ; and ev en among the Tranks, in tlie 
age of Charlemagne, deliberate murder was 
punished with death. 

7. By their ancient laws, a party accused of 
any crime was allow^ed to jiroducc comjiurgators, 
or a certain number of t\Ttnesses, accordiuir to 
the measure oi'the ofiencej and if these declared 
upon oatli their belief of his innocence, it was 
Jiekl a sufficient exculpation. Seventy-two com- 
purgators were required to acquit a murderer or 
an incendiary. The flagrant perjuries occasioned 
by this absurd practice probably gave rise to the 
trial by ordeal, which was termed, as it was 
believed to be, the judgment of God. The 
criminal was ordered, at the option of'the judge, 
to prove his innocence or guilt, by the ordeal of 
cold water, of boiling water, or red-hot iron. 
He was tied hand and foot, and thrown into a 
pool^ to sink or swim ; lie w^as made to fetch 
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a ring from the bottom of a vessel of boihng 
water, or to walk barefooted over burning 
plough-shares ; and history records examples of 
those wonderful experiments having been under- 
gone without injury or pain ; [but there is no 
saying to wliat extent connivance or artifice may 
have Iiad their sliare in such cases; tor, as an 
acute writer has observed, tliere are many ways of 
deception, but none of becoming invulnerable ; 
and abject credulity is almost an excuse for im- 
posture.] 

8. Another peculiarity of the laws and man- 
ners of the northern nations was judicial combat. 
Both in civil suits and in the trial of crimes, the 
party destitute of legal proofs might challenge 
his antagonist to mortal combat, and rest the 
cause upon its issue. This sanguinary and most 
iniquitous custom, which may be traced ,to tins 
^ay in the practice of duelling, had the autho- 
rity of law in the court of the Constable and 
Marshal, even in the last century, in France and 
England. 
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VI. 


RETROSPECTIVE VIEW OE THE AFFAIRS OF THE 
CHURCH PRECEDING THE AGE OF CHARLE- 
MAGNE. 

1. The Arian and Pelagian heresies dividetl 
the Christian church lor many ages. In the 
i’ourth century, Arius, a presbyter of’ Alexandria, 
maintained the se]>arate and inferior nature of 
the second [Person of the Trinity, regarding 
Christ as the noblest of laeatetl beings, through 
whose agency the Creator had formed the 
universe. His doctrine was condemned in the 
Council of Nice, held by Constantine A.D. tS'25, 
who afierwards became a convert to his opinions. 
These for many centuries had an extensive in • 
fluence, and produced the sects of theEunomians, 
Semi-Arians, Eusebians, &;c. 

Q. In the beginning of the fifth century, 
Pelagius and Caclestius, the former a native of 
Britain, the latter of Ireland, denied the doctrine 
of original sin, and the necessity of Divine grace 
to enlighten the understanding, and purify the 
heart ; and maintained the sufficiency of man’s 

p S 
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natural powers for the attainment of the highest 
degrees of' piety and virtue. Tliese tenets were 
ably combated by St. Augustine, and condemned 
by an ecclesiastical council, but have ever con- 
tinued to find many supporters. 

S. The most obstinate source of controversy 
in those ages was regarding the woiship of' 
images ; a practice which, though at first op- 
posed by the clergy, was afterwards, from in- 
terested motives, countenanced and vindicated 
•by them. It was, however, long a subject of 
division in the church. Tlie Emperor Leo the 
Isaurian, A.D. 7 ‘ 27 , [prompted, as.it has been 
suggested, by a desire t>f averting the enmity of 
the Mahometans, wiio persecuted the Lliristians 
of the East on this very account, J attempted to 
suppress this idolatry, by the destruction of every 
statue and picture found in the churches, and 
by punishment of their worshijipers ; but tliis 
intemperate zeal rather increased than repressed 
the superstition. His son Constantine Copro- 
nyrnus, with wiser policy, satisfied himself with 
procuring ks condemnation by the church, [but 
the efforts of Leo, (^Iconoclastes as he was called, ) 
from the course he took, embroiled liim so with 
the Roman Pontilf, Gregory the Third, as to in- 
duce the latter to erase the Emperor’s name from 
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the Dyj)tics, aiul led the way to the iniioii st)on 
aile*' effected between the Popes and the French 
court, which established the temporal power ot' 
fhe former, and in time raised them in a most 
extraordinary manner above all ecclesicustical, 
regal, and even imperial competitors.]] 

1. From the doctrines of the Platonic and 
Stoic philosophy, wliich recommended the puri- 
fication of the soul, by redeeming it from its 
siibicctioii to the senses, arose the system ol‘ 
j)enances, mortification, religious sequestration, 
and mouachism. After Constantine had put an 
end to the .persecution of the Cliristians, many 
i!onceived if a duty to ^procure for themselves 
voluntaf^f grievances and sufferings. They re- 
tiied into caves and hermitages, and there prac- 
tised the most rigorous mortifications of the flesh, 
by fasting, scourging, vigils, 8cc. This })hrcnzy 

first showed itself in Egypt in the fourth century, 

• 

whence it spread all over the East, a great part 
of Africa, and within the limits of the bishopric 
of Home. In the time of Theodosius, these 
devotees began to form communities. or ccenolna, 
each associate binding himself by oath to observe 
the rules of bis order. St. Benedict introduced 
monachisVn into Italy under the reign ol Totila; 
4 nd his order, the Benedictine, soon became 

o I 
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extremely numerous, and most opulent, from the 
many jicli donations made by the devout and 
charitable, who conceived tliey profited by their 
prayers. Benedict sent colonies into Sicily and 
France, wlience they soon spread over all 
Europe. 

5. In the East, the monachi solitarii were first 
incoiporated into cevnohia by St. Basil, Bisho]) 
of Cmsarea, in the middle of tlie fourth century; 
and, some time before that jieriod, the first 
monasteries for women were founded in Egypt 
by the sister of St. Bacomo. From these, in tlie 
following age, sprung a variety of orders, under 
tlifferent rules. The rul.e of the Canons Regular 
was framed after the model of the apostolic life. 
The Mendicants, to chastity, obedience, and 
poverty, added the obligation of begging alms. 
The military religious orders were unknown till 
the age of the holy war. (Ji>cepostea, Sect. XVII. 
§ 3.) The monastic fraternities ow'ed their re- 
putation chiefly to the little literary knowledge 
which, in those ages of ignorance, they exclu- 
sively possessed. 

(k In the fifth century arose a set of fanatics 
termed Stylites, or pillar-saints, who passed their 
li\es on the tojjs of pillars of various’ heights. 
Simeon of Syria li\ed thirty-seven years on a 
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pillar sixty feet high, and died upon it. This 
phrcnzy prevailed in the East for many centuries. 

7* Auricular contession, which had been abo- 
lished in the East in the fourth century, began 
to be in use in the West in the age of Charle- 
magne, and has ever since prevailed in the 
Romish church. The canonisation of saints was 
for near twelve centuries j)ractised by every 
bishop. Pope Alexander III., one of the most 
vicious of men, first claimed and assumed this 
right as the exclusive privilege of the successor 
of St. Peter. 

8. The conquests of Charlemagne spread 
Christianity in the norUi of Europe; but all 
bevond tfic limits of his conquests was idolatrous. 
[Scandinavia and Denmark, in particular, the 
native seats of those Normans who afterwards 
fixed themselves in so many important countries 
of Christendom, were plunged in the grossest 
idolatry.] Britain and Ireland had received 
the light of Christianity at an earlier period, but 
it was afterwards extinguished, and again re- 
vived under the Saxon heptarchy. 
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VII. 

EMPIRi: OF THE WEST UNDER THE SUCCESSORS 

OF CHARLEMAGNE 

I. The empire of Cliarlcmagne, raised and 
supported solely by his abilities, fell to pieces 
under his weak posterity. [“ His sceptre,” as 
an elegant wT'itcr has observed, “ was, as tlic bow 
“ of Ulysses, which could not be drawn by any 
“ weaker hand. ”3 Lewis (Ic Dcbonnaire'), the 
only survivor of his lawful sons, was consecrated 
Empei or and King of the Franks at Aix-la-Clia- 
pelle, A.D. 816. Among the first acts of his 
reign was the partition of his dominions among 
his children. To Pepin, his second son, he 
gave Aquitaine, the southern third of France ; 
to Lewis, the youngest, Bavaria ; and he associ- 
ated his eldest son Lotharius with himself in the 
governmeitt of the rest. The three princes 
quaiTelled among themselves, agreeing in no- 
thing but in hostilities against their father. 
They made open war against him, supported by. 
Pope Gregory IV. The pretence was, that the 
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Etn^icror fiaving a younger son, Charles, born 
to him after this partition of his states, wanted 
to pi'ovide this cliild likewise in a share, wliicli 
could not be done but at the expense of his eldei- 
brothers. []TIie mother of Charles, the Empress 
Judith, rendered herself jiarticidarly obnoxious, 
by suppoiling these claims, and by her great 
influence witli tlie Em])e]or. The other sons 
of I.ewis accused her, besides, of' a criminal in- 
tercourse with Eernliard, Count of Barceh)na.] 
Lewis was compelled to surrender himself a 
jirisoner [^together with the Empress and licr 
sonj to his .rebellious children. QThe Empress 
was sent to a prison in JLoinbardy, and Charles 
to a comTnt in the forest of* Ardenne .3 Lewis 
they confined for a year to a monastery ; []di- 
vested of servants, and without any earthly con- 
syilation ; j till, on a new^ quarrel between Lewis 
the younger and Pepin, Lotharius once moie 

• 

restored his father to the throne : hut liis spirits 
were broken, his health decayed, and lie finished, 
soon after, an inglorious and turbulent reign, 
A.D. 810. [Tkosii who luul instigated and en- 
couraged his unnatural children to deeds so base, 
jiarticularly the Pope, were in tlic end treated 
with ecpial ingratitude.] 

2 . The dissensions of the brothers still con- 
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tinued. Lotharios, now Emperor, and Pepin, 
liis brother’s son, having taken up arms against 
the two other sons of Lewis le Debonyiairc, Lewis 
of Bavaria, and Charles the Bald, were defeated 
by them in the battle of Fontenai, where 
100, (XX) are said to have fallen in the field. 
The church in those times was a prime organ of 
civil policy. A council of bishops immediately 
assembled, and solemnly deposed Lotharius 5 
assuming, at the same time, an equal authority 
over his conquerors, whom they permitted to 
reign, on the express condition of submissive 
obedience to the supreme s])iritual authority. 
Yet Lotharius, excommunicated and deposed, 
found means so to acccommodate matters with his 
brothels, that they agreed to a new partition of 
the empire. By the treaty of Verdun, A. D, 
8-4(3, the western part of France, termetl Neus- 
tria and Aquitaine, was assigned to Charles the 
*Bald ; Lotharius, with the title of Emperor, had 
the nominal sovereignty of Italy, and the real 
territory of Lorraine, Franche Compte, Pro- 
vence, and- the Lyonnois ; the share of Lewis 
was the kingdom of Germany. 

3. Thus was Germany finally separated from 
the empire of the Franks, [^though stilT for some 
time called Oriental France {Francia Orientalk.) 
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Nor can tlie separation be said to be in all re- 
spects permanently established, before tlie acces- 
sion of Arnold, A. D. 888.]] On tlie death ol’ 
irOtharius, Charles the Bald assumed the empire, 
or, as is said, purchased it from Pojie John VIII., 
on the condition of holding it as vassal to the 
Holy See. This prince, after a weak and in- 
glorious reign, died hy poison, A. D. 877* He 
Avas the first of the French monarchs who made 
dignities and titles hereditary. [^He had also the 
credit of being considered as the first monarch 
of‘ modern France, having introduced into his 
kingdom and court, the use of‘ the Ungiui Ho- 
manay or Romancic lancyiage, tlie mother of the 
present^^rench, (instead of tlie Teutonic,) and 
Gallic instead of German manners ; so as to in- 
duce the continental writers to mark this period 
as the one in which, to use their own terms, the 
Franks became French.] Under the distracted 
reigns of the Carlovingian kings, the nobles at- 
tained great power, and commanded a fbrmi- 
tiable vassalage. They strengthened themselves 
in their castles and fortresses, and bid defiance 
to the arm of government, while the conntr\ 
was ravaged and desolated by their feuds. 

4. In Ihe reign of Charles the Bald, France 
was plundered by the Normans, a new race of 
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Gotlis from Scaiuliiiavia, who had begun their 
depredations e\eii in tJie time of Charlemagne, 
checked onl)^ in their progress by the terror of 
his ai'jns, [and by tlie wise precautions lie 
took to guard his coasts, wlhcli his successors 
neglected. J In A. D. 843, they sailed up tlie 
Seine, and plundered Rouen ; while anotlier 
fleet entered the Loire, and laid waste the 
country in its vicinity, carrying, together with 
its spoils, men, women, and chikh en, into caji- 
tivity. In the following year, tliey attacked tlie 
coasts of England, France, and Spain, but were 
rejpelled from the last by the good conduct and 
courage of its Maliomeian rulers. In 843, they 
entered the Elbe, jilundered Hamburgh, and 
penetrated far into Germany. Eric, King of 
Denmark, who commanded these Normans, sent 
once more a fleet into the Seine, which adyanced 
^to Paris. Its inhabitants fled, and the city was 
burnt. Another fleet, with little resistance, pil- 
laged Bourdeaux. To avert the arms of these 
ravagers, Charles tlie Bald bribed them with 
iTioncy ; aild his successor, Charles the- Gross, 
yielded them a part of his Flemish dominions. 
These were only incentives to fresh depredation. 
Pans was attacked a second time, but gallantly 
defended by Count Odo, -or Eudes, and the ve- 
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nerable Bishop Goslin. A truce was a second 
time concluded, and tiie barbarians only cliangcd 
the scene of their attack. TJiey besieged Sens, 
and plundered Burgundy, while an assembly ol’ 
the States lield at Mentz deposed the unworthy, 
Charles, [^who had, by his disgraceful treaties 
with the Normans and Saracens, and other rash 
measures, offended all his subjects,] and conferred 
the crown on the more deserving Eiules ; who, 
during a reign of ten years, manf ully withstood 
the Normans. A great part of the states ol' 
France, however, refused his title to the crown, 
and gave their allegiance to Charles, suntanied 
the Simple, 

Rollo, the Norman, in 912, compelled the 
King of France to yield him a large portion 
of the territory ofNeustria, and to give him his 
daughter in marriage. The new kingdom was 
now called Normandy, of which llouen was the 
capitsil. [Rollo submitted, soon after, to the 
rite of baptism, taking the name of Robert; and 
it seems to be generally admitted that, compara- 
tivel}' with the other parts of France, his sub- 
jects enjoyed, under his mild, equitable, and 
wise rule, a large share of happiness and free- 
dom.] li is the race of those warriors whom we 
shall se» presently the conquerors of England. 
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vni. 

EMPIRE OF THE EAST DURING THE EIGHTH AND 
NINTH CENTURIES. 

1. While the new empire of tlie West waji 
thus rapidly tending to dissolution, the empire 
of Constantinople retained yet a vestige of its 
ancient grandeur. It had lost its African and 
Syrian dejicndencies, and was plundered by the 
Ssipbens on the eastern frontier, and ravaged 
on the north and west by the Abari and liid- 
garians. [^All the fine province of Romania, in 
which Adrian and Trajan had built so many fine 
cities, and expended so much on the public- 
roads, being laid waste by them.] The tapital, 
though splendid and refined, was a constant 
scene of rebellions and conspiracies ; and the 
imperial family itself exhibited a series of the 
most horrid crimes and atrocities : one emperor 
put to death in revenge of murder and incest ; 
another poisoned by his queen j a tliird assas- 
sinated in the bath by his own domestics j a 
fourth tearing out the eyes of his brothers ; the 
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Empress Irene, respectable for her talents, but 
infalnous for the murder of her only son. Of 
such complexion was that series of princes who 
sA^ayed the sceptre of tlie East for near 200 
years. 

2. In the latter part of this period, a most 
violent controversy was maintained respecting 
the worship of images, and they were alter- 
nately destroyed and replaced according to the 
humour of the sovereign. The female sex were 
their most zealous supporters. This was not 
the only subject of division in the Christian 
church : the .doctrines of the Manichees were 
then extremely prevalent„and |^being proscrmlfe 
by the Cf)tirt,3 the sword was frequently em- 
ployed to support and propagate their tenets ; 
[[many thousands of them, however, went over 

to the Mahometans, and, in conjunction with 

• ^ 

the latter, ravaged all Asia Minor, up to the 
very^ gates of the imperial city.[] 

S. The misfortune® of the empire were in- 
creased by an invasion of the Russians from the 
Pahia- Moeotis and Euxine. In the reign of Leo, 
named the Philosopher, the Turks, a new race 
of barbarians, of Scythian or Tartarian breed, 
began to inttke eflfectual inroads on its territories; 
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and much about the same time its domestic ca- 
lamities were aggravated by the separation df the 
Greek from tlie Latin church, of’which we shall 
treat under the I'ollowing section. 


IX. 


STATE OF THE CHURCH IN THE EIGHTH AND 
NINTH CENTURIES. 

1. The Popes had begun to acquire a tem- 
poral authority under Pepin le Brief and Char- 
l^PfSigne, from the donations of territory made 
by those princes, and they were now gradually 
extending a spiritual jurisdiction over all the 
Christian kingdoms. Nicholas I. proclaimed to 
the whole w orld his paramount judgment in ap- 
peal from the sentences of all spiritual ‘judica- 
tories ; his power of assembling* councils of , the 
church, and of regulating it by the canons of 
those councils ; the right of exercising his, au- 
thority by legates in all the kingdoms of Europe, 
and the control of the Pope over all princes and 
governors ; [and, in order to extend and conso- 
lidate the Papal power, missionaries, were . dis- 
patched in all directions to found new churches.: 
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as Austin had been sent into Britain by Gre- 
gory" ; St. Patrick into Ireland, and Boniface to 
Germany. Whoever were chosen for such mis- 
^ons by the court of Rome were naturally care- 
ful to exalt the prerogatives of the Holy See, and 
to impress their converts with a deep sense of 
the supremacy of its bishops.J Literary impos- 
ture gave its support to these pretences : the 
forgery of the epistles of Isidorus was not 
completely exposed till the sixteenth century. 
Among the prerogatives of the Popes was the 
regulation of the marriages of all crowned heads 
by the extrtyne extension of the prohibitions of 
the canon law, with wh^h they alone had%e 
power of dispensing. [|It is upon record that one 
king of France, Henry the First, third of the 
Capetian race, in order to avoid the vexatious 
embarrassments of consanguinity which had in- 
volved* his predecessor in a contention with the 
see of Rome, sent even to Russia for a consort.] 
S. One extraordinary event (if true) afforded, 
in the ninth century, a ludicrous interruption to 
the boasted succession of regular bisliops from 
the days of St, Peter, the election of a female 
Pope, who is said to have ably governed the 
church for' three years, till detected by the birth 
of a child. TiH the Reformation by Luther, 
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thijev^nt w»s neither regarded by the Catholics 
^ incr^ble, nor disgraceful to the church: 
si»ee that time its truth or falsehood has been 
the subject of keen controversy between the 
Protestants and Catholics ; and the evidence 
for the latter seems to preponderate. 

3- While the church was thus gradually ex^- 
tending its influence^ and its head airogating 
the control over sovereign princes, these, by a 
singular interchange of chaiacter, seem, in those 
ages, to have fixed their chief attention on spi- 
ritual concerns. Kings, dukes, and counts, ne- 
glecting their temporal duties, shut themselves up 
wfl^sters, and spent their lives in prayers and 
penances. Ecclesiastics were emplo;;f^^d in all 
the departments of secular government; and 
these alone conducted all public measures and 
state negociations, which of ccmrse they directed 
to the great objects of advancing the interests of 
the church, and establishing the paramount au- 
thority of the Holy See. 

, ^ At this period, however, when the Popedom 
seemed to h«^ve attained its highest «*e«adancy, 
aufieted a severe wbund in that remarkable 
s^fhispa which separated the pari-iiirchatea of ftqme 
jqjid (^qqstanrinpple, or the G^erit.'a»d Latin. 
^Mch^s. . had iiti»brto 
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claitfied the right of nominating the patriarch 
of Constantinople. The Emperor Michael III. 
idenied this right } and deposing the Pope's 
patriarch, Ignatius, appointed the celebrated 
Photius in his stead. Pope Nicholas I. resented 
this affront with a high spirit, and deposed and 
excommunicated Photius, A. D. 863, who, in hi* 
turn, pronounced a similar sentence against the 
Pope. The church was divided, each patriarch 
being supported by many bishops and^ tlieir 

• dependent clergy. The Greek and Latin bishops 
had long differed in many points of practice and 
discipline, as the celibacy of the clergy, the 
shaving their beards, g*c. ; but in rtealrty l&ie 
prime source of division was the ambition of the 
rival pontiffs, and the jealousy of the Greek 

emperors, unwilling to admit the control of 

• • 

Rome, and obstinately asserting every prerogative 
which they conceived to be annexed to the 
capital of the Roman empire. As neither party 
would yield its pretensions, the division of the 
Greek and Latin churches became from this 
time permanent. 

■ 6 , Amid those ambitious contests for eccle- 
siastical power arid pre-eminence, the Christian 
religion itself wris disgraced, both by the practice 
^d by the principles of its teachers. Worldly 

E 3 
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ambition, gross voluptuousness, and grosser 
Ignorance, characterised all ranks of the clergy ; 
and the open sale of benefices placed them often 
in the hands of the basest and most profligate of 
men. Yet the character of Photius forms an 
illustrious exception. Though bred a statesman 
and a soldier, and in both these respects of great 
reputation, he attained, by his singular abilities, 
learning, and worth, the highest dignity of the 
churcb. His Bibliotheca is a monument of the 
most various knowledge, erudition, and critical 
judgment; [but is mortifying to the present age, 
as bearing testimony to the existence of various 
worTcs of the classical vfriters of antiquity, now^ 
in all probability, lost to the world,] 


X. 

OF THE SARACENS IN THE EIGHTH lAND NINTH 
CENTURIES. 

1. In the beginning of the eighth century, 
the^ Saracens subverted the monarchy of the 
Visigoths in Spain, and easily over-ran the 
countr}^ They had lately founded in Africa 
the empire of .Morocco, which was governed by 
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Muza, viceroy of the Caliph Valid Almanzor. 
QA dispute about the succession to the Spanish 
throne led to an appeal to the African viceroy 
for aid and assistance.] Muza sent his General, 
Tariff, into Spain, who, in one memorable en- 
gagement, Qin the plains of Xeres in Anda- 
lusia,] fought A. D. 713, stripped the Gothic 
King, Rodrigo, of his crown and lite. Tlie con- 
querors, satisfied with the sovereignty of the 
country, left the vanquished Goths in possession 
of their property, their laws, and their religion. 
Abdallah the Moor married the widow of 
Rodrigo, and the two nations formed a perfect 
union. One small part of the rocky country of 
Asturia afone adhered to its Christian prince, 
Pelagius, who (^beirig crowned King of Oviedo, 
and having the support of all who disdained sub- 
mission, chiefly nobles and the sons of nobles,] 
maintained his little sovereignty, and transmitted 
it inviolate to his successors. 

2. The Moors pushed their conquests beyond 
the Pyrenees ; but division arising among their 
emirs, and civil wars ensuing, Lewis le Dchuii- 
rudre took advantage of the turbulent state of 
the country, and invaded and seized Barcelona. 
The Moorish sovereignty in the north of Spain 
was weakened by throwing off its dependence on 

E 4 
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die caliphs ,j and at this juncture, the Christian 
sovereignty of the Asturias, under Alphonzo' the 
Chaste, began to make vigorous encroachments 
on the territory of the Moors. Navarre and 
Arragon, roused by this example, chose each a 
Christian king, and boldly asserted their liberty 
and independence. 

3 . While the Moors of Spain were thus losing 
ground in the north, they were highly flourishing 
in the southern parts of that kingdom. Ab- 
dalrahman, the last heir of the family of the 
Ommiades, (the Abassidae now enjoying the ca- 
liphate,) was recognised as the true represent- 
ative of the ancient ling by the southern Moors. 
He fixed the seat of his government at Cordova, 
which, from that time, for two centuries, was 
the capital of a splendid monarchy. This pe- 
riod, from the middle of the eighth to the middle 
of the tenth century, is the most brilliant' sera of 
Arabian magnificence, WhUst Haroun Alras- 
Qhid made Bagdat illustrious by the splendour 
of the arts and sciences, the Moors of Cordova 
vied with, their brethren of Asia in the same 
hpnourable pursuits, and were uffdoubtedly, at 
this period, the most enlightened of the states in 

Europe. Under a series of able princes, they 

10 * 
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gained the highest reputation, both in arts and 
arms, of all the nations of the West. 

4. The Saracens were at this time extending 
their conquests in almost every quarter of tlie 
world. The Mahometan religion was professed 
over a great part of India, and all along the 
eastern and Mediterranean coast of Africa. 
The African Saracens invaded Sicily, and pro- 
jected the conquest of Italy. They actually 
laid siege to Rome, which was nobly defended 
by Pope Leo IV., [a. Roman by birth, who dis- 
played at once the courage of the early ages of 
the Republic, and the moderation of a Christian 
minister.] ^hey were repulsed, their ships were 
disperse*d* by a storm, and their army was cut to 
pieces, A.D. 848. 

5. The Saracens might have raised an im- 
mense empire, had they acknowledged only one 
head; but their states were always disunited, 
Egypt, Morocco, [^Nubia and Libya,] Spain, and 
India, had all their separate sovereigns, who, 
though they continued to respect the Caliph of 
Bagdat as the successor of the Prophet, acknow- 
ledged no temporal subjection to his government. 
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EMPIRE OF THE WEST, AND ITALY IN THE TENTH 
AND ELEVENTH CENTURIES. 

1. The empire founded by Charlemagne now 
subsisted only in name. Arnold, a bastard son 
of Carloman, possessed Germany. Italy was 
divided between Guy Duke of Spoletto and 
Berengarius Duke of Friuli, who had received 
these duchies from Charles the Bald, Qboth of 
them by females, descended from Charlemagne. 3 
France, though claimed by Arnold, was governed 
by Eudes. Thus the empire in reality consisted 
only of a part of Germany, while France, Spai,n, 
Italy, Burgundy, and the countries between the 
^Maese and Rhine, were aU subject to different 
■powers. The Emperors were at this time elected 
by the bishops and grandees, all of whom claimed 
a voice. In this manner Lewis, the son of 
Arnold, the last of the blood of Charlemagne, 
was chosen Emperor after the death of his father. 
On his demise, Otho, Duke of Saxony, Qwho had 
acted as guardian to the young prince, and 
might himself have been elevated to the throne,] 
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by his credit with his brother grandees, pro- 
cured the empire [^to be conferred^ on Conrad 
Duke of Franconia, [_a. prince endowed with all 
the virtues of a King, and] at whose death 
Henry, surnamed the Fowler, son of the same 
Duke Otho, [[who had nominated Conrad,] was, 
[[through the exalted gratitude of the latter, and 
in prejudice of a brother of his own,] elected 
Emperor, A. D. 918. [[Wliile these things, how- 
ever, were going on in Germany, the Popes en- 
deavoured to bring the imperial dignity into 
Italy, by successively investing both Guy Duke 

of Spoletto and Berengarius of Friuli with it. 

• 

The latter, the son of Gisella, daughter of Lewis 
le Dehomiaire, being crowned Emperor in the 
year 916; in 924 he was assassinated.] 

2. Henry I. (the Fowler), a prince of gi’eat 
abilities, introduced order and good government 
into the empire. He united the grandees, and 
curbed their usurpations ; built, embellished, 
and fortified the cities, [[as securities against the' 
ravages of the barbarous neighbours by whom 
he was surrounded ; converted the towns into 
places of resort for the exercise of arts and 
trades;] and enforced with great rigour the exe- 
cution of the laws in the repression of all enor- 
mities. He had been consecrated by his own 
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tMsbopSy and maintained no correspftndencc tvith 
the See of Rome. [ Hence it has been customary 
with some historians to consider the Imperial 
dignify vacant, while deprived of the Popes' 
sanction ; a circumstance it is almost necessary 
to notice, to prevent confusion ; the title of 
Emperor being freely given by the Popes to the 
Kings of Italy, in opposition to the German ap- 
pointments.] 

S. Henry's sqnOtho (the Great), [[however, who 
bad been chosen to succeed him, A.D* 936*3 
again united Italy to the empire, |^A.D. 961,] 
and kept the Popedom in complete subjection. 
He made Denmark tiibatary to the Imperial 
crown, annexed the crown of Bohemia to hia 
own dorainicmsy and seemed to aim at a para> 
mount authority over all the sov^eigns of 
Europe. 

4. Otho owed hi* aAiendincy in Italy [[partly 
to marriagci with Adelaide the Widow of 
Eothaire, a deceased King of Italy, but prittci* 
p^y] to the disorders of the Papacy. Forraosus, 
twice excommunicated by Pope John VIII., had 
Iriaaself arrived at the triple crown. On hia 
death, his rivals Pope Stephen VIL, ea'used hi» 
body^ td be dug out of the grave, {[to be clothed 
the ponrihcal habit,3 and, after trial for has 
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crunag, condeinnad it to be [[decapitated aad^ 
flud^ into the Tiber. The fiiends of Formosus 
hshed up the corpse, and had interest to procure 
the deposition of Stephen, who was strangled in 
prison. A succeeding Pope, Sergius III., again 
dug up the ill-fated carcase, and once more threw 
it into the river. Two iniainous women, Marozia 
and Theodora, managed for many years the 
Popedom, and filled the chair of St. Peter with 
tlieir own gallants, or their adulterous ofispring. 
Such was the state of the Holy See, when 
Berengarius Duke of Friuli disputed the sove- 
reignty of Italy with Hugh of Aries. The 
Italian statds and Pop^ John XII., who took 
part against Berengarius, invited Otho to com- 
pose the disorders of the country. He entered 
Italy, defeated Berengarius, and was consecrated 
* Emperor by the Pope, with the titles of Caesar 
and Augustus ; in return for which honours he 
confirmed the donations made to the Holy See 
by bis predecessors, Pepin, Charlemagne, and 
Lewis Ze DSbonncuret A. D. 962. 

5. But John XII. was false to his new ally. 
He made Ws peace wkh Berengarius, and both 
turned tbeir arms against the Emperor. Otho 
flaw back •to Rome, and revenged himself by the 
tSial and. d^poa^on of the Pope ; but heijhad' 
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scarcely left the city, when John, by the aid of 
his party, displaced his rival Leo VIII., j^and 
took ample revenge on those who were most 
active in deposing him, causing the right hand 
of the cardinal who had written and read the 
accusations against him to be cut off^ and the 
secretary of the council to be still more cruelly 
mutilated.] Otho once more returned, and 
took exemplary vengeance on his enemies, by 
hanging one half of the senate. Calling together 
the Lateran Council, he created a new Pope^ 
and obtained from the assembled bishops a 
solemn acknowledgment of the absolute right 
of the Emperor to elect to the Pajtacy, to /V'e 
the investiture of the crown of Italj,* a .d to 
nominate to all vacant bishoprics ; concessions 
no longer observed than while the Emperor was 
present to enforce them. 

6. Such was the state of Rome and' Italy 
"under Otho the Great ; Qwho has been compared 
to Charlemagne ; but in one thing' he seems to 
have surpassed him, having -with equal ze^, but 
in a much less exceptionable manner, done much 
to propagate the Christian rehgion, rby a 'careful 
selection of ministers, competent to teach, and 
exemplary in their manners ; but such were the 
ti m es, that even in thu he erred, by throwing 

7 
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too much power into the hands of the clergy, of 
whitli the Popes were sure to take advantage.] 
Things continued much the same under his suc- 
cessorsfor a century. [^In 1024 the Saxon dynasty 
calne to an end ; and in the person of Conrad 
the Second the empire passed to the Franconian 
line. Conrad was an able, active, and spirited 
prince, anxious to uphold the royal authority, 
though his reign was too short to admit, of his 
completing the plans he had in view.] The 
Emperors, [[however, continued to] assert their 
sovereignty over Italy and the Popedom, though 
with a constant resistance on the part of tlie 
Remans, and a general repugnance of the Pope, 
when .oiToe established. In those ages of ec- 
clesiastiftal profligacy, ([the histoiy of which 
cannot be read without horror and disgust,] it 
was not unusual to put up the Popedom to sale. 
Benedict VIII. and John XIX., two brothers, 
publicly bought the chair of St. Peter, one after 
the othsj^^^d to keep it in their family, it 
wast-plu'chased afterwards by their friends for 
Benedict IX. ; a child of twelve years of age. 
Three Popes, each pretending regular election, 
and equal right, agreed first to divide the re- 
venues between them, and afterwards sold all 
t^eir ahanes to a fourth. 



64 


MODERN HISTORT. 


PART Ih 


7 . Th« Emperor Heniy III., a prince of’ great 
abilitj) strenuously vindicated his right to sui)ply 
Pontifical Chair, and created three succes- 
sive Popes without opposition ; [Clement It., 
1046 ; Damasus II., 1048 ; and Leo IX., 1049. 
The latter, having in 1053 led an army in per- 
son against the Normans, who had taken pos- 
session of tlie southern provinces of Italy, was 
d^eated and taken prisoner: but, as it hap- 
pened, much to the advantage of the Holy See ; 
for, being treated with respect by his enemies, 
w;ho were aware of the advantages they might 
gain from his friendship, he was induced to 
assume the privilege of formally granting them 
the investiture of Pugha, Calabria, aitJ Sicily, 
» fiefs of the Holy See j which example being 
followed by his successors, converted from that 
time the Newmans into powerful auxiliaries in 
favour of the court of Rome, against the 
Emperors.] 
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XTT. 


niSTORV OF BRITAIN FROM ITS EARLIEST PERIOD 
DOWN TO ITIE NORMAN CONQUEST. 

1. The history of Britain lias been postponed 
to this time, in order that it may be considered 
in one connected view from its earliest period 
to the end of the Anerlo-Saxon ncovernment. 

We sti'ive not to pierce through tliat mist of 
obscurity which veils the original population of 
the Britisli isles ; remarking only, as a matter of 
high probability, tiiat they derived their first 
inhabitants from the Celtic of Gaul. Their 

authentic history commences with the first 

• • 

Homan invasion ; and we learn from Caesar and 
Tacitus, that the country was at tliat period in 
a state very remote Ifom barbarism. It was 
divided into a number of small independent 
sovereignties, each prince lia\ing ap regular 
aiTny and a fixed revenue. The manners, lan- 
guage, and religion of the people were the same 
with those *of the Gallic Celtae. The last was 
the Druidical system, whose influence pervaded 
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every department of’ the government, and, by its 
power over the minds of the people, supplied 
the imperfecdon of laws. 

2. Julius Cmsar, after the conquest of GauJ, 
turned his eyes towards Britain. He landed on 
the southern coast of tlie island, 55 B. C. ; and 
meeting with most obstinate resistance, though 
on tlie whole gaining some advantage, he found 
himself obliged, after a short campaign, to with- 
draw for the winter into Gaul. He returned in 
the following summer with a great increase of 
force, an army of 20,000 foot, a competent body 
of horse, and a fleet of 800 sail. Tlie inde- 
pendent chiefs of the. Britons united their forces 
under Cassibelanus, King of the Tnnobantes, 
and encountering the legions with great reso- 
lution, displayed all the ability of practised 
warriors. But the contest was vain. Caesar 
advanced into the country, burnt Verulamium, 
[]the present town of St. Alban^s,^ the capital of 
Cassibelanus, and, after forcing the Britons into 
articles of submission, returned to Gaul. 

3. Tlie domestic disorders of Italy gave tran- 
quillity to the Britons for near a century ; but, 
in the reign of Claudius, the conquest of the 
island was determined. The Emperor landed 
in Britain, and compelled the submission of the 
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south-eastern provinces. Ostorius Scapula de- 
feated Caractacus, who was sent prisoner to 
Home, (^where, in credit to the Romans it 
should be observed, that in consideration of the 
noble stand he had made in defence of his 
country, he was liberally and kindly enter- 
tained. J Suetonius Paidiniis, the General of 
Nero, destroyed Mona, (Anglesey, or, as others 
think, Man,) tlie centre of the Druidical super- 
stition. The Iceni, (inhabitants of Norfolk and 
Suffolk,) under their Queen Boadicea, attiicked 
several of the Roman settlements. London, 
with its Roman garrison, was burnt to ashes. 
But a decisive battle ensued, in which 80,000 
of the Brftons fell in the field, A.D. Ol, [and 
Boadicea, unwilling to sur\ ive the liberties of 
her country, put an end to her lifelyy poison.] 

Lhe reduction of tlie island, however, was not 

• • 

completed till thirty years afterwards, in the reign 
of Titus, hy Julius Agricolu ; who, after seem ing 
the Roman province against invasion froin the 
Caledonians by walls and garrisons, (^between 
the Firths of Forth and Clydc,J reconeiled the 
southern inhabitants, by the introduction of 
Roman arts and improvements, to the govern- 
ment of thdir conquerors. [^Adrian contracted 
the limits fixed upon by Agricola by building a 
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second wall between Newcastle and Carlisle; 
butj under Severus the Roman province was 
again far extended into the north of Scotland, 
[^and secured by walls and fortresses built of 
more durable materials tlian those of eitlier 
Agricola or Adrian]. 

4. With the decline of the Roman power in 
tlie west, tlie southern Britons recovered their 
liberty, but it was only to become the object of 
incessant predatory invasion from tlieir brethren 
of tlie north. The Romans, after rebuilding 
the wall of Severus, finally bid adieu to Britain, 
A. D. 448. The Piets and Caledonians now 
broke down upon thcj south, ravaging and de- 
solating the country, though without a purpose 
of conquest, merely, as it appears, for tlie supply 
of their temporary w^ants. After repeated ap- 
plication for aid from Rome, without success, 
[^her legions being necessarily engaged and oc- 
cupied in other parts,] the Britons meanly soli- 
cited the Saxons of Gennany for succour and 
protection. [Such, at least, is the account of 
Gildas;-but as his authority has been since 
judged to be extremely questionable, and even 
to be contradicted by the testimony of Zosimus, 
the more probable state of the case seems to be, 
that Vortigern, being pressed by his adversaries. 
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and anxious to support his contested authority, 
accepted the services of some Saxons who had 
landed in the south of Britain, and who per- 
suaded him to invite more of tlieir countrymen 
fiom the opposite shores to his assistance. J 

The Saxons received the embassy with 
great satisfaction. Britain had been louiT known 
to tliem in their piiatical vo^^ages to its coasts. 
Tliey landed to the amount of IbOO, under the 
command of Hengist and Horsa, A.D. 450 , 
and, joining the south Britons, soon compelled 
the Scots to retire to their mountains. They 
next turned their thoughts to the entire reduc- 
tion of* the Britons ; and •receiving’ laro'e rein- 

• • “ o 

fort-enients of their countrymen, after an obsti- 
iKite contest of near 1,50 years, they reduced the 
whole of England under the Saxon government, 
[^many of the natives taking refuge in ^Vales, 
the remote county of Cornwall, and Ar norica 
in France, subsequently called, on this account, 
the province of Bretagne . Seven distinct 
provinces thus became [under the SaxonsJ as 
many independent kingdoms ; [perhaps* as Nor- 
thumberland was divided into two kingdoms, 
Bemicia and Deira, we should rather speak of 
them as eight.] 

6. The history of the Saxon Heptarchy, [or 

F 3 
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Octarchy, as some have called it, 3 is uninterest- 
ing, from its obscurity and confusion. It is 
sufficient to mark the duration of the several 
kingdoms till their union under Egbert. Kent 
began in 455, and lasted, under seventeen 
princes, till 827, when it was subdued by the 
West Saxons. Under Ethclbert, one of its 
kings, the Saxons were converted to Christia- 
nity by the monk Augustine. Northumberland 
began in 597, and lasted, under twent3--three 
kings, till 792. East Anglia began in 575, and 
ended in 793. Mercia subsisted from 582 to 
827' Essex had fourteen princes from 527 to 
747 Sussex only five ; before its reduction 
under the dominion of the West Saxons, about 
600. ■ Wessex, which finally subdued and united 
the whole of the Heptarchy, began in 519, and 
had not subsisted above eiglity years, when 
Cadwalla, its king, conquered and annexed 
Sussex to his dominions. [^Though the accounts 
of these matters are, as we have observed, ex- 
tremely confused, yet in such a state of perpe- 
tual struggles and exertions, in which the spirit 
of liberty was not lost sight of, it cannot be de- 
fied, that there was a progress towards improve- 
ment, and that in one province or another there 
was a continual succession of distinguished men.] 
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As there m as no fixed role of succession, it was 
the policy of llie Saxon princes to })iit to death 
all the rivals of tlieir intended successor. From 
this cause, and from the passion for celibac), 
tlie royal families were nearly extinguished in 
the kingdoms of the Heptarchy ; and Egbert, 
Pjince of tlie West Saxons, remained the sole 
surviving descendant of the Saxon cojiquerors 
of Britain. This circumstance, so favourable to 
his ambition, prompted him to attempt the con- 
quest of the Heptarchy. He succeeded in that 
enterprise; and by his victorious arms and judi- 
cious policy, []much of which may reasonably 
be attributed to his resiclence for some time at 
the court^ of Charlemagne,^ tlie whole cj'f the 
separate states were united into one great king- 
dom, A.'D. 827, near 100 years after the first 
• ■ 

arrival of the Saxons in Britain. 

• • 

7- England, thus united, was i'ar from en- 
joying tranquillity. The piratical Normans or 
Danes had, for fifty years desolated her coasts, 
and continued for some centuries after this 
period to be a perpetual scourge to the. country. 
{^Unfortunately an English monarch had been 
induced to follow the example of Charles the 
Bald of Ffance, by offering them money, and 
the same fault had the same punishment, in 
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inducing them speedily to return for more.]] 
Under Alfred (the Great), []the fourth son of 
Ethelwolf, and] grandson of Egbert, the kingdom 
was from this cause reduced to extreme wretcli- 
edness. The heroic Alfred, in one year, en- 
gaged and defeated the Danes in eight battles ; 
when a new irruption of tlieir countrymen forced 
him to solicit a peace, which these pirates con- 
stantly interrupted by new hostilities. The 
monarch himself [his subjects being dispinted 
by the successes of the invaders,] was compelled 
to seek his safety for many months in an obscure 
quarter of the country, till the disorders of the 
Danish army offered r fair opportunity [of ral- 
lying his countrymen,] which [he was careful 
to improve,] to the entire defeat of his enemies. 
He might have cut them all to pieces, but he 
chose rather to spare and to incorporate them 
with his English subjects. This clemency did 
not restrain them from attempting a new inva- 
sion ; but they were again defeated with im- 
mense loss : and the extreme severity now from 
necessity shown to the vanquished had the 
effect of suspending, for several yeai-s, the Da- 
nish depredations. 

8. Alfred, whether considered iff his public 
or private cHaracteiy deserves to be reckoned 
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among the best and greatest of princes. He 
united the most enterprising and heroic spirit 
with consummate prudence and moderation ; 
tlfe utmost vigour of autliority with the most 
engaging gentleness of manner ; the most exem- 
plary justice with the greatest lenity ; the talents 
of the statesman, and the man of letters, with 
the intrepid resolution and conduct of the ge- 
neral. He found the kingdom in the most 
miserable condition to which anarchy, domestic 
barbarism, and foreign hostility, could reduce 
it: he brought it to a pitch of eminence surpass- 
sing, in many respects, the situation of its con- 
temporary nittions. [^Hc encouraged agriculture, 
and in care to protect his countiy from the 
depredations of the Danes, may be said lo jiave 
given the first impulse to the formation of an 
* English navy.] 

9. Alfred divided England into counties, with 
their subdivisions of hundreds and tithintrs. 
The titliing or decennary consisted of ten fa- 
milies, over which presided a tithing-man, or 
borgholder ; and ten of these comjiosed the 
hundred. Every householder was answerable 
for his family, and the tithing-man for all within 
his tithing. In the decision of differences, the 
tithing-man had the assistance of the rest of his 
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decennary. An appeal lay from the decennary 
to the court of the hundred, which was assem- 
bled every four weeks ; and the cause was tried 
by a jury of twelve freeholders, sworn to do iih- 
partial justice. An annual meeting of the hun- 
dred was held for the regulation of the police of 
the district. The county-court, sujierior to that 
' of the hundi ed, and consisting of all the free- 
holders, met twice a year, after Michaelmas and 
Easter, to determine appeals from the hundreds, 
and settle disjiutes betw'een the inhabitants of 
different hundreds. The ultimate appeal from 
all these courts lay to the King in council ; and 
the frequency of these appeals prompted Alfred 
to the most extreme circumspection in' the ap- 
pointment of his judges j |]whom he afterwards 
made no hesitation of degrading, if they fell into 
corrupt practices.] He composed, for the regu- 
lation of these courts, and of his kingdom, a 
body of laws, the basis of the common law of 
England, 

10. Alfred, [who had very accidentally been 
carried to Jlome in his early youth,] gave every 
encouragement to the cultivation of letters, as 
the best means of eradicating barbarism. He 
invited, from every quarter of Eui'ope, the 
lesumed to reside in his dominions, established 
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schools, and is said to have founded the Uni- 
versity of Oxford. [All employments in church 
or state were confided to those, and those only, 
who had made some progress in the sciences.] 

H e was himself a most accomplished scholar for 
the age in which he lived, as appears from the 
works lie composed ; poetical apologues, the 
translation of the histories of Bede and Orosius, 
and of Boethius on tiie Consolation of Pliilosophy. 
[Such occupations in a Prince who is credibly re- 
ported tb have been engaged, in defence of his 
kingdom, in no less than fifty-six battles by sea 
and land, are certainly very remarkable.] In 
every view o'f his character we must regard Al- 
fred thc\jreat as one of the best and wisest men 
that ever occupied the regal seat. [Educated in 
the school of adversity, he was a brave and skiful 
soldier, a truly patriotic king, an able legislator, 
the friend of virtue, and patron of learning.] 
He died in the vigour of his age, A. D. 901, ' 
after a glorious reign of twenty-nine years and 
a half. 

1 1 . The admirable institutions of Alfred were 
partially and feebly enforced under his succes- 
sors ; and England, stdl a prey to the ravages of 
the DaneiS and intestine disorder, relajised into; 
confusion and barbarism. The reigns of Edward 
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the Elder, the son of Alfred, and of his succes- 
sors, Athelstan, Edmund, and Edred, were tu- 
multuous and anarchical ; [though during the 
reign of Atlielstan commerce appears to have 
received considerable encouragement.^ The 
clergy began to extend tlieir authority over the 
throne, and a series of succeeding princes were the 
obsequious slaves of their tyranny and ambition. 
[This was the period when the celebrated Dun- 
stan introduced into England the monastic'insti- 
tutions of the Benedictine order, so necessary to 
the support of the Papal power and influence. So 
great was his pride and presumption, that Edwy, 
the successor of Edred, .suffered at his hands the 
grossest indignities j Odo,'Archbishop bl Canter- 
bury, supporting and assisting the bigoted monk 
in the most outrageous of his proceedings.^ 
Under Ethelred, A. D. 981, the Danes seriously 
projected the conquest of England, and, led by 
Sweyn King of Denmark, and Olaus King of 
Norway, made a formidable descent, won several* 
important battles, and were restrained from the 
destruction of London only by a dastardly sub- 
mission, and a promise of tribute to be paid by the 
inglorious Ethelred. The English nobility were 
ashamed of their Prince, and seeing no'otlier re- 
liirfto the kingdom, made a tender of tlie crown 
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to the Danish monarch. On the death of Swe}T], 
Etln^red attempted to regain his kingdom, but 
found in Canute, the son of Sweyn, a Prince de- 
termined to support liis claims, which, on the 
death of Ethelred, were gallantly but ineffect- 
ually resisted by liis son Edmund Ironside. At 
length a partition of the kingdom was made be- 
tween Canute and Edmmul, wliicJi, after a few 
months, the Danes annulled by tlie murder of 
Edmund, thus securing to their monarch Canute 
the throne of all England, A. D. IOI 7 . Ed- 
mund left two children, Edgar Atheling, and • 
Margaret, afterwards wife to Malcolm Camnore, 
King of Scotland. 

12. Canute, the most powerful monarch of 
his time, sovereign of Denmark, Norway, and 
England, swayed for seventeen years the sceptre 

• m 

of’ England with a firm and vigorous hand ; se- 

• • 

vere in the beginning of his reign, while his go- 
vernment was insecure, but mild and equitable 
when possessed of a settled dominion ; [and so 
exceedingly impartial, as to have acquired the 
credit of maintaining, between the. different 
people he had to govern, an exact equality, in 
dignity, in council, and in war.J He left, 
(A. D. IOS 6 ,) three sons, Sweyn, who was 

"'it r 

crowned King of Norway, Harold, who sue- 
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ceeded to the throne of England, and Har- 
dicanute, sovereign of Denmark. Harold, a 
merciless tyrant, died in the fouilli year of his 
reign, and was succeeded by Hardicanute, who, 
after a violent administration of two years, died 
in a fit of debauch. The English seized this 
opportunity of shaking off the Danish yoke ; and 
they conferred the crown on Edward, a younger 
son of Ethelred, rejecting the preferable right of 
Edgar Atheling, the son of Edmund, who, un* 
fortunately for his pretensions, was, at this time, 
•abroad in Hungary. Edward, surnamed the 
Confessor, (A. D. 1041,) reigned weakly and 
ingloriously for twenty-five years. The rebel- 
lious attempts of Godwin, Earl of Wessex, aimed 
;‘at nothing less than an usurpation of the crown; 
and, on his death, his son Harold, cherishing se- 
cretly the same views of ambition, [^and having 
married the heiress of the Danish kings,] had 
the address to secure to his interest a very for- 
midable party in the kingdom. Edward, to de- 
feat these views, bequeathed the crown to Wil- 
liam Duke of Normandy, a Prince whose great 
abilities and personal pi-owess had rendered hLs 
name illustrious over Europe. 

IS. On the death of Edward the Confessor, 
1066, the usurper Harold took possession of the 

8 ' 
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throne, which the intrepid Norman determined 

immediataly to reclaim as his inheritance of right. 

He made the most formidable preparations, 

ai^ed in this age of romantic enterprise by many. 

of the sovereign princes, and a vast body of tlie 

nobility, from the different continental kingdoms, 

[having, besides, the express apjirobation of the 

Emperor and Pope.] A Norwegian fleet of 

300 sail [at this critical moment] entered the 

Humber, and disembarking their troojis, were, 

after one successful engagement, defeated by 

the English army in the interest of Harold. 

William landed his army on the coast of Sussex^ 

to the amount of 00,000 ; and the English, 

under Harold, flushed with their recent succesa 

[against the Norwegians,] hastily advanced to 

meet him, imprudently resolving to venture all 

• • 

on one decisive battle. The total rout and dis- 

• • 

comfiture of the English army in the field of 
Hastings, (14th October, lOOO,) and the death 
of Harold, after some fruitless attempts of fur- 
ther resistance, put William Duke of Normandy 
in possession of the throne of England.* 
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Xllf. 

OF THE GOVERNMENT, LAWS, AND MANNERS OF 
THE ANGLO-SAXONS. 

1. The government, laws, and manners of 
idle Anglo-Saxons have become the subject of 
enquiry to modern writers, as being supposed to 
have had their influence in the formation of the 
British constitution. The government of tne 
Saxons was the same with that of all the ancient 
. Germanic nations, and they naturally retained in 
■ their new settlement in Britain a policy similar to 
their accustomed usages, [^except that, instead of 
anaristocratical form of government, they divided 
their conquests in England into kingdoms, ad- 
mitting the title of King.J Their subordination, 
however, was chiefly a military one, the King 
liaving no more authority than what belonged 
to the General, or military leader. There was 
no strict rule of succession to the throne ; for 
although the King was generally chosen from 
the family of the last prince, the choice usually 
ifeU on the person of the best capacity for go- 

5 
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vemment. In some instances the destination of 
the last sovereign regulated the choice. AVo 
know very little of the nature of the Aiiglo- 
Sa:?!on gov^ernment, or of the distinct riglits of 
the sovereign and people. []lhit with regard to 
the crown, it seems that tliougli tl\ere was gene- 
rally a disposition inanitestcd to let it descend 
in one family, and even upon occasion to sybmit 
to tlie a])pointment of the successor by the 
ruling monarcli, still ll)e nation expected to be 
made a party to all tlicse modes of succession 
by means of its public assembly or legislature, 
of which we are about to give an account. 3 
. 2. One institution conynon to all the king- 
doms of tTie Heptarchy was the AVittenagemot,.. 
or assembly of the wise men, wliose consent vva^; 
requisite for enacting laws, aiid ratifying tli& 
chief acts of public administration. Tlie bishops 
and abbots formed a part of this assembly, as 
did tlie aldermen, or earls, and governors of 
counties. The Wites, or wise men, are discri- 
minated from the prelates and nobility^ and have 
by some been supposed to have been tlie repre- 
sentatives of the commons. But we hear nothing 
of election or representation in those periods, 
and we must therefore presume that they wer^^ 
merely landholders, or men of considerabli^ 
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estate» who, from their weight and consequence 
in the' country, were held entitled, without any 
election, to take a share in the public deliber- 
ations. Every kingdom had its distinct Witten- 
agemot, while there was also a general assembly 
sometimes held to discuss and determine matters 
that concerned all the kingdoms in common. 
Indeed it has with much reason been supposed 
that the Saxon Wittenagemot, or assembly of 
•wise men, Wites, was a sort of standing senate, 
with the King at the head, wliose office it was 
to prepare the laws and regidations, to be after- 
wards submitted to the Mycel-gemot, or general 
legislative assembly, to which all the land-holders 
were admitted, and without whose ■ Consent no 
law could become valid.J 

. 3. The Anglo-Saxon government was ex- 
tremely aristocratical, the regal authority being 
very limited, [^though it has been alleged,' that the 
king’s consent was necessary to the passing of a 
law,3 the rights of the people little known or 
regarded, and the nobility possessing much un- 
controlled and lawless rule over their dependents. 
The offices of government were hereditary in 
their families, and they commanded the whole 
military force of their respective provinces. So 
krict was the clientela between these nobles and 
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their vassals, that the murder of a vassal was 
compensated by a fine paid to his lord. 

4. There were three ranks of the people, the 
noTiles, the free, and the slaves. The nobles 
were either the king’s thanes, who held their 
lands directly from the sovereign, or lesser 
thanes, who held lands from the former. [^Another 
distinction seems to have prevailed, of mass or 
ecclesiastical thanes, and werold or lay thanes.^ 
One law of Athelstan declared, that a merchant 
who had made three voyages on his own account 
was entitled to the dignity of thane ; another 
decreed the same rank to a ceorle, or husband- 
man, who was able to purchase five hides of 
land, and* Rad a chapel, a kitchen, a hall, and a 
bell. The ceorles, or freemen of the lower 
rank, occupied the farms of the thanes, for 

which they paid rent, and they were removable 

• • 

at the pleasure of their lord. [Among these, 
also, may be reckoned the merchants and arti- 
ficers, who being neither military nor persons 
of landed property, were, as long as they con- 
timied so, regarded with contempt. 2 The slaves 
or villains were either employed in domestic 
purposes, or 'in cultivating the lands. A master 
was fined 'for the murder of his slave ; au<i 

a 2 
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ii’ he mutilated him, the slave recovered his 
freedom. 

5 . Under this aristocratical government there 
jvere some traces of the ancient Germanic de- 
mocracy. The courts of the decennary, the 
hundred, and the county, were a considerable 
restraint on the power of the nobles. In the 
county-courts the freeholders met twice a year 
to determine appeals by the majority of suffrages. 

■ f 

The alderman presided in those courts, but had 
rio vote : he received a third of the fines, the 
•remaining two-thirds devolving to tlie king, 
which was a great part of the royal revenue. 
{[After the introduction of Christianity, the 
iJishop or Archdeacon was also expected to at- 
tend, and indeed obliged to assist in the determin- 
ation • of ecclesiastical questions ; which in the 
county-court or shire-mot had the preference ; 
the second place being given to the pleas of the 
crown, and, lastly, to the causes of private per-. 
^sons.{] Pecuniary fines were the ordinary atone- 
jnent for every species of crime, and the modes 
of ])roof .were the ordeal by fire or watecj or by 
compurgators. (See supra. Part IJ. Sect. V. § 7*) 
6. As to the military force, the expense of 
defending the state lay equally on all the land, 
^ery five hides or jiloughs being taxed to fur- 
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nis}^ a soldier. There were 243,600 hides in 
England, consequently the ordinary military 
force consisted of 48,720 men. 

7 . The king’s rev’enue, besides the fines im- 
posed by the courts, consisted ])artly of his 
demesnes of property-lands, wliich were exten- 
sive, and partly in imjrosts on boroughs and 
sea-ports. Tlie ]5a)iegelt was a tax iiiij)osed by 
the states, either for ])a} nient of tribute exacted 
by the Danes, or for defending the kingdom 
against them. By the custom of gavelkind, 
[still acknowledged in the county of Kent, and 
partially in some other ])laces,]] the* land was 
divided qcpially among afl the male children of 
the deceased proprietor. Book-land was that 
which was held by charter, and folk-land what 
Avas.held by tenants removable at jdeasure. 

The Anglo-Saxons were behind the Nor- 
mans in every point of civilisation ; and the 
conquest was therefore to them a real advantage, 
as it led to material improven>ent in arts, science, 
government^ and laws. 
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XIV. 

STATE OF EUROPE DURING THE TENTH, ELE- 
VENTH, AND TWELFTH CENTURIES. 

1. France, from the extent and splendour of 
its dominion under Charlemagne, had dwindled 
to a shadow under his weak posterity. At the 
end of the Carlovingian period, France compre- 
hended neither Normandy, Dauphin e, nor Pro- 
vence. On the death'of Lewis V. (Faineant,) 
the crown ought to have devolved on his uncle, 
Charles of Brabant, []and Hainault,^ as the 
last male of the race of Charlemagne ; but 
Hugh Capet, Lord of Picardy, Champagne, [[and 
the duchy of France, in which Paris was situ- 
ated,[] the most powerful of the French nobles, 
was elected sovereign by the voice of his bro- 
ther-peers, A.D. 987* [[Though Hugh Capet 
was personally both brave and wise, yet Charles 
made some efforts to recover the dominions of 
Ms ancestors j but falling into the power of his 
he was thrown -into prikin, where he ended 

V < ^ ^ i. 

da^, after having two sons botn to him. 
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whose destiny is unknown.J The kingdom, 
torn by parties, suffered much domestic misery 
under his reign, and that of his [son and] suc- 
cessor Robert, who, [though remarkably boun- 
tiful to the clergy, and of singularly religious 
habits,] was the victim of papal tyranny, for 
daring to marry a distant cousin without the 
dispensation of the church. [Paris, which had 
originally been made the capital of the kingdom 
by Clovis, but abandoned again during the, 
reigns of the last kings of the first race, and by 
the whole of the second dynasty, became once 
more the seat of government under the Capetian 
monarchs, and has continued so to this day.] 

2. The prevailing passion of the times was 
pilgrimage and chivalrous enterprise. In this 
,care,er of adventure the Normans, [from the 
repiotest shores of Scandinavda,] most remark- 
ably distinguished themselves. In 983, [hav- 
ing descended as low as the Mediterranean 
sea,] they , relieved the Prince of Salerno, [in 
Italy,] by expelling the Saracens from his ter- 
ritory. They did a similar service to Pope Bene- 
dict VIII. and the Duke of Capua; wliile another 
band of their countrymen fought first against 
tlje Greeks, and afterwards against the Popj|||^ 
always selling their services to those whp 

G 4 
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rewarded them. William Fiferabras, and his 
brothers, Humphrey, Robert, and Richard, kept 
the Pope, [[Leo IX. who hail ventured to excom- 
municate the Normans,]] a prisoner for a year at 
Benevento, and forced the court of Rome, 
[[under Nicolas II. [| to yield Capua to Richard, 
and Apulia and Calabria to Robert, with the 
investiture of Sicily, if he should gain the country 
from the Saracens. In 1101, Rogero the 
Norman completed the conquest of Sicily, of 
which the Popes continued to be the lords para- 
mount. 

3 . The north of Luroj)e w'as in those periods 
extremely barbarous. Russia received the Chris- 
tian religion in the eighth century. Sweden, 

..after its conversion in the ninth century, re- 
lapsed into itlolatry, as did Hungary and Bohe- 
mia. The Constantinopolitan empire defended 
its tiontiers with difficulty against the Bulga- 
rians on the west, and against the Turks and 
Ajabians on the east and north. 

4. In Italy, excepting the territory of the 
Popedom, .the principalities of the independent 
nobles, and the states of Venice and .Genoa, the 
greatest part of the country was now in the pos- 
session of the Normans. Venice and Genoa 
were rising gradually to great opulence froin 
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commerce. Venice was for some ages tributary 
to the Emperors of Germany. In the tenth cen- 
tury its Doge, [an office erected towards the close 
of^he seventh or beginning of the eighth century,]] 
assumed the title of Duke of Dalmatia, of which 
die republic had acquired the jiroperty by con- 
quest, as well as of Istria, Spalatro, Kagusa, and 
Narenza. 

5 . Spain was chiefly possessed by the Moors; 
the CInistians retaining only about a fourth of 
the kingdom, namely, Asturia, jiart of Castile 
and Catalonia, Navarre, and Arragon. Portugal 
was likewise occupied by the Moors. Their 
caiiital was Cordova, tlx* seat of luxury and 
magnificence. In the tenth century the Moorish 
dominions were split among a number of petty 
sovereigns, wlio w^ere constantly at war with 
each other y [ or, as is most common, in such a 
state of things, gratifying their revenge by sur- 
prisals, poisonings, and assassinations;]] but 
such, unfbrtuhately, was likewise the situation 
of the Christian part of the kingdom ; and it 
was no uncommon policy for the Christian 
princes to form alliances with the Moors against 
each other. Besides these, the country abounded 
with independent lords, who made war thei^ 
pVoflssion, and performed the office of chiini- 
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pions in deciding the quarrels of princes, or 
enlisting themselves in their service, with all 
their vassals and attendants. Of these, termed 
Ckivalleros andantes, or knights-errant, the most 
distinguished was Rodrigo the Cid, who under- 
took for his sovereign, Alphonso King of Old 
Castile, to conquer the kingdom of New Castile, 
and achieved it with success, obtaining the go- 
vernment of Valencia as tlie reward of liis ser- 
vices j where, tliough he ruled as king, he 
abstained from taking the title. 3 
, 6. The contentions between the Imperial and 
Papal powers make a distinguished figure in 
those ages. [From thetime that Otho the Great 
received the Imperial crown from the Pope, the 
Emperors were considered as the temporal, the 
Popes as the spiritual, heads of Christendom,, as 
tliough the Christians of all states arid countries 
were included in one grand republic. Hence, 
the right of precedence, and other privileges, 
allowed to the Emperors, particularly that of con- 
wking councils, but, above all, the prerogative 
otf nominating or confirming, the election of the 
Popes.] Henry HI. vindicated the Imperial 
right to fill the chair of St- Peter, and nominated 
tlnree successive Popes, [see supra. Part II. 
Sect. XI. . 5 7*3 without the intervention of a 
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council of tile church. But in the minority of 
his son Henry IV., this right was frequently in- 
terrupted, and Alexander II. kept his seat, 
though the Emperor named another in his place. 
It was the lot of this Emperor to experience the 
utmost extent of Papal insolence and tyranny. 
After a spirited contest with [^the celebrated 
Hildebrand,]] Gregory VII., in which the Pope 
was twice his jirisoner, and the Emperor as often 
excommunicated and deposed, Henry fell at 
length the victim of ecclesiastical vengeance. 
Urban II. [one of the] successors of Gregory’^, 
prompted the two sons of Henry to rebel against 
their father ; and his rrftsfbrtunes were finally 
terminated by imprisonment and death in 1106. 
[]The original contest between Henry and 
.Gregory, which seemed to relate chiefly to the 
disputed right of investiture, had undoubtedly a 
much higher object in the views of Gregory ; no 
* less, in short, than to raise the spiritual above the 
, temporal authority in all the states of Europe ; 
though Henry received the first attacks, not only 
in consequence of the close connection subsist- 
ing between the Imperial and Papal courts, but 
also through the imprudence of Henry, who had 
appealed to the latter against his own subject?^ 
thereby constituting Gregory a judge oVer hint- 
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self; foi* the Saxon insurgeDts recriminated.^ The 
character of Gregory has been variously repre- 
sented : very false charges were unquestionably 
brought against him. His zeal in behalf of the 
churcli appears to have been at least an honest 
one ; and it is probable that if lie seemed to carry 
things with too higli a hand, it was to stem the 
grossest corruption of morals, as manifested in 
the scandalous lives both of the clergy and laity.J 
The same contest went on under a succession of 
Popes and Emperors, but ended commonly in 
favour of the former. Frederic I. (Barbarossa), 
[^the second monarch of the Suabian dynasty,] 
a prince of high spirit, •after an indignant denial 
of the supremacy of Alexander III., and a re- 
fusal of the customary homage, was at length 
compelled to' kiss his feet, and appease^ his 
Holiness, by a large cession of territory. Pope 
Celestinus [^at eighty-six years of age] kicked 
off the Imperial crown of Henry VI. while doing 
homage on his knees, but made amends f6r this 
insolence by the gift of Naples and Sicily, from 
which Henry had expelled the Normans. These 
territories now became an appanage of the 
empire, 1194. — The succeeding Popes rose, 
the pretensions of their predecessors, till at 
length Innocent III., in the beginning of the 
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thirteenth century, established the powera of the 
Popedom on a settled basis, and obtained a posi- 
tive acknowledgment of the papal supremacy, or 
the right prbicipaUter cl Jinaliter to confer the 
Imperial crown. It was the same Pope Innocent 
whom wc shall presently see the tUsposer of the 
crown of England in the reign of the tyraiit 
John. 


XV. 


HIS'lOKY OF KN(>L AND IN TUJ-: EJ.EVE.NTH, TWELFTH, 
IND i'Altl' OF ITIE THIJtJKENTH CJ'.N'J'URIES. 

1. The consequence of the battle of Hastings 
was the submission of all England to William 
the Con’queror j [^thoUgli not altogetlier without 
Renditions bearing the character of a compact 
or agreement between two contracting parties, a 
circumstance which may require attention. The 
term Qonquestor in its feudal acceptation not 
implying so much as is generally understood, by 
the English term Conqueror, or the French Con^ 
querani. The defeat of Harold, who assumed 
the title of King, appears to have given ground 
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to some mistakes upon this head.3 The cha- 
racter o£ this prince was spirited, haughty^ and 
tyrannical, yet not without a portion of the 
generous affections. [^The beginning of ‘his 
government was sufficiently mild and concilia- 
tory ; but in process of time] he disgusted his 
English subjects by the strong partiality he 
showed to his Norman followers, preferring 
them to all offices of trust and dignity. A con- 
spiracy arose from these discontents, which 
William defeated, and avenged with signal rigour 
and cruelty. He determined henceforward to 
treat the English as a conquered people. [He 
commanded aU pleadings to be in the Norman 
tongue, and established schools for tKe instruc- 
tion of youth in it, that the mother-tongue might 
be entirely superseded. He abolished the Saxon 
laws, and substituted in their stead those of 
Normandy ; and in every respect gave a pre- 
ference to his French subjects, or Norman fol-, 
lowers, in church and state, with some detri- 
ment to himself in the former instance, since the 
foreign clergy, being too subservient to the court 
of Rome, were an hinderance to William in his 
attempts to become independent of the Papal 
authority. Such a course of J policy involved 
his reign, [as might well be expected,] in per- 



SECT. 15 . MODERN HISTORY. 95 

petual commotions, and which, while they robbed 
him\>f all peace of mind, aggravated the tyranny 
of his disposition. To his own children he owed 
the severest of his troubles. His eldest son 
Robert rose in rebellion to w'rest from him tlie 
sovereignty of Maine ; and his foreign subjects 
took part with the rebel. William led against 
them an army of the English, and was on tlie 
point of perishing in fight by his son's hand. 
Philip I. of France had aided this rebellion, which 
was avenged by William, who carried havoc and 
devastation into the heart of his kingdom, but 
was killed in the enterprise by a fall from his 
horse, IO87. He bequeathed England to William 
his second* son ; to Robert he left Normandy ; 
and to Henry, his youngest son, the property of 
his mother Matilda. 

2 .* WiUiam the Conqueror introduced into 
Eiigland the feudal law, dividing the whole king- 
dom, except the royal demesnes, into baronies, 
and bestowing the most of these, under the 
tenure of military service, on his Norman fol- 
lowers, [[thus establishing the system in his 
English dominions, upon a very different footing 
than it stood in France, where many lords of 
fiefe were Independent of the sovereign.^ By. 
the lowest laws he reserved to himself the ex- 
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elusive privilege* of kUling game all over the 
kingdom ; a restriction resented by his subjects 
above every other mark of servitude. Prepara- 
tory to the introduction of the feudal tenures, 
he planned and accomplished a general survey 
of all the lands in the kingdom, with a distinct 
specification of their extent, nature, value, names 
of their proprietors, and an enumei atioii of every 
class of inhabitants who lived on them. This 
most valuable record, called Doomsday-hoolc, is 
preserved in tlie English Exchequer, and is now 
printed. 

3. William II. (Rufus) inherited the vices 
without any of the virtues of his father. His 
reign is distinguished by no event *df import- 
ance ; and, after the defeat of one conspiracy in 
its outset, presents nothing but a dull career of 
unresisted despotism. QThe two parties into 
which the kingdom was divided, the English and 
Normans, being mutually afraid of giving some 
advantage to the other, if they attempted to 
move. 3 After a reign of thirteen years he was 
killed when hunting, by the random shot of an 
arrow, 1100. The crown of England should 
have devolved on his elder brother Robert ; but 
his ^sence on a crusade in Palestine* made way 
for the tiDopposed succession of his younger 
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brother Heniy, who, by liis marriage with Ma- 
tilda^ [|of Scotland,]] llie niece of Edgar Athehng, 
united the last remnant of the Saxon with tlie 
Nc^rman line ; j]a circinnstancc of much bencht 
to the nation, as tending to unite the two ri\ al 
factions, and form thtau into one nation parti- 
cipating ill conunon j’iglits and jirivilegcs ; a 
benefit Jleni'v Avas jiiaident ^.aiough to grant 
them, to coA C'i' liis usurjialion of the crown. To 
this also may be attributed his exjiress grant of a 
royal charter, the model, according to Spelman 
and Blackstone, of the celebrated Magna Charta 
of‘ John.]] AVdtli the most criminal ambition he 
invaded his biother’s doiyinions of Normandy, , 
[during lu^? absence in tlie Holy Land;]] and 
Robert, on his retiirrn was ih'feated in battle, 
and detained fbi’ life a pj'isoncr in England. The 
crimes of Henry were ex})iated by his misfor- 
tunes. rii s only son w as drownied in his passage 
from Normandy. His daugliter iNIatilda, mar- 
ried first to the Emperor Henry V. and after- 
wards to Geoffrey Plantagenet of Anjou, w^as 
destined to be his successor j but the popularity 
of his nephew Stephen, son of the Cou^it ol 
Blois, [and gi'andson of the Conqueror,^ de- 
feated this ‘intention. Henry I. died in Nor- 
mandy, after a reign of thirty-five years, A.D. 
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1 1S5 and, in spite of his destination to Matilda, 
Stephen seized the vacant throne. The party 
of Matilda, [|who had the clergy on her side,J 
heai^ed by her natural brother, the Earl of Glou- 
cester, engaged, defeated, and made Stephen 
prisoner. Matilda, in her turn, mounted the 
throne j but, unpopular from the tyranny of her 
disposition, she was -solemnly deposed by the 
prevailing party of her rival, and Stephen once 
more restored. He found, however, in Henry 
Plantagenet, the son of Matilda, a more formid- 
able competitor. Of a noble and intrepid spirit, 
while yet a boy, he resolved to reclaim his here- 
ditary crown 5 and, l^inding in England, won by 
his prowess, and the favour of a jVi’fet cause, a 
■great part of the kingdom to his interest. By 
treaty with Stepheir, who was allowed to reign 
for life, he secured the succession at his death, 
which soon after ensued, 1154, [a son of Stephen, 
Eustace, very critically dying at the moment of 
the negotiation. 3 

4. Henry II., a prince in every sense deserv- 
ing of the throne, [educated and instructed by 
his ij^cle, the Earl of Gloucester, a nobleman 
of singular virtue and judgment,] began his 
reign ■with the reformation of all the abuses of 
the government of his predecessors ; revoking 
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all impolitic grants, abolishing partial immuni- 
ties, ‘^regulating the administration of justice, 
and establishing the freedom of the towns by 
charters, which are at this day tlic basis of the na- 
tional liberty- [[He shook the feudal institutions, 
by the introduction of scutages, or pecuniary 
compensations, for that personal serv ice whicli the 
militar}^ vassals were bound otherwise to perform; 
— the parent of subsidies to tlie crown in after 
times, as well as of the land-tax. They were 
first levied by the royal authority, but afterwards, 
to prevent abuses, by a decree of the national 
council.] Happy in the affections of his people, 
and powerful in the vast* extent of additional 
territory he enjoyed on the Continent in right of 
his father and of his wife, tlie lieiress of a great^C 
portion of France, his reign had every promise : 
of prosperity and happiness ; but, from one fa- 
tal source, these pleasing prospects were all de- 
stroyed. Thomas Becket was raised by Henry 
from obscurity to the office of chancellor of Eng- 
land. On the vacancy of the see of Canterbury, 
the King, desirous of his aid in the correction of 
ecclesiastical abuses, conferred the primacy on 
his favourite ; and the arrogant Becket availed 
himself of that authority to abase the prerog- , 
ative of his sovereign, and exalt the spiritual 

H ^ 
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power above the crown. [Henry was desirous 
of doing away the exemption, which the clergy 
enjoyed from secular jurisdiction.] It was dis- 
puted whetlier a priest could be tried for a mur- 
der, and punished by the civil court. It was 
determined in the affirmative by tlie council of 
Clarendon, against the opinion of Becket, [who 
had previously engaged himself to the legate, to 
abide by the ancient customs.] Pope Alex- 
^ander III., however, annulled the decree of the 
council ; and Becket, who took })art with the 
Pope, [refused to yield to its decision, and] 
was deprived by Henry of all liis dignities and 
estates. He avenged himself by tlie excommu- 
nication of the King’s ministers; and Henry, in 
. return, prohibited all intercourse with the see of 
Rome. At length both parties found it their 
interest to come to a good understanding. 
Becket was restored to favour, and reinstated in 
his primacy, wlmn tlie increasing insolence of 
his demeanour drew from the King some hasty 
expressions of indignation, which his servants 
interpreted into a sentence of proscription, and, 
trusting that the deed would be grateful to their 
master, murdered the prelate while in the act 
of celebrating vespers at the altar [of his ca- 
thedral.] For this shocking action Henry ex- 
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pres^d the regret wljicli he sincerely felt, and 
the Pope indulgently granted his pardon, on tlie 
assurance of his dutiful obedience to tlie Holy 
Chyrcli ; [^but the power and influence of the 
clergy were greatly advanced b> tlie King’s sub- 
mission : tlie constitutions of Clarendon, how- 
ever, remained unrepealed. J 

5, The most important event of the reign of 
Hemy II. was the coiKpiest of Ireland. Tlie 
Irish, an early civilised peo})le, and among the 
first of' the nations of the West who embraced 
the Christian religion, were, b}' liequent inva- 
sions of the Danes, and iheirown domestic com- 
motions, ^ej)lunged into ^aj'barisni for many 
ages. In the twelfth century the kingdom con- 
sisted of five separate sovereignties, Ulster, 
Leinsfer, Munster, Meath, and Connaught; but 
these we/e subdivided among an infinite number 
of .petty chiefs, ow ning a very w eak allegiance 
to their respective sovereigns. Dermot Mac- 
morrogh, expelled from his kingdom oC Lein- 
ster for a rape on the daughter of the King of 
Meath, sought protection from Henry, and en- 
gaged to become his feudatory, if he should re- 
cover his kingdom by the aid of the English. 
Henry, [[having fortified himself with a grant 
from Pope Adrian IV., the most extraordinary 
. H 3 



102 


MODERN HISTORY. 


PART II. 


that history has ever recorded,] empowered his 
subjects to invade Ireland ; and, while Strong- 
bow Earl of" Pembroke and his followers were 
laying waste the country, landed in the island 
himself in 1172, and received the submission of 
a great number of the independent chiefs. Ro- 
derick O’Connor, Prince of Connaught, whom 
the Irish elected nominal sovereign of all the 
provinces, resisted for three years the arms of 
, Henry, but finally acknowledged his dominion 
by a solemn embassy to the King at Windsor. 
The terms of the submission w^ere, an annual 
tribute of every tenth hide of land, to be applied 
for the support of government, and an obliga- 
tion of allegiance to the crown of England ; on 
which conditions the Irish should retain their 
possessions, and Roderick his kingdom ; ejfcept 
the territory of the Pale, or that part which .the 
English barons had subdued before the arrival, of 
Henry. 

6. Henry divided Ireland into counties, ap- 
pointed sheriffs in each, and introduced the 
laws of England into the territory of the Pale ; 
the rest of the kingdom being regulated by their 
ancient laws, till the reign of Edward I., when, 
at the request of the nation, the English laws 
were extended to the whole kingdom ; and in 
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the first Irish parhament, whicli was held in the 
same reign, Sir John Wogan presided as deputy 
of the sovereign. From that time, for some 
centuries, there was little intercourse between 
the kingdoms ; nor was the island considered as 
fully subdued till the reign of Elizabetli and of 
her successor James I. 

7 . The latter part pf the reign of Henry II. 
was clouded by domestic misfortune. His 
children, Henry, Ricliard, GeoftVey, and John^ 
instigated by their unnatural mother, rose in re- 
bellion, and, with the aid of Lewis VII., King 
of France, prepared to dethrone tlieir- father. 
While op^oosing them with spirit on the Con- 
tinent, his kingdom was inva\ied by the Scots 
under William (the Lyon). He hastened back 
to Epgland, defeated the Scots, and made their 
Kiyig his prisoner. Two of his sons, Henry and 
G.eoffrey, expiated their offences by an early 
death ; but Richard, once reconciled, was ag^iii 
seduced from his allegiance, and, in league with 
the King of France, plundered his father^s con- 
tinental dominions. The spirit of Henry was 
unequal to his domestic misfortunes, and he died 
of a broken heart in the 58th year of his age, 
1189, an ornament to the English throne, and 
a prince surpassing all his contemporaries in the 

H 4 
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v.Tliu^Ie qualities of a sovereign. To him Eng- 

f 

land owed her first permanent improvements in 
arts, in laws, in government, and in civil liberty. 

8. Richard I., (Coeur de Eion,) immediately 
on his accession, embarked lor the Holy Land, 
on a crusade against the infidels, after jilundcring 
his subjects of an immense sum of money to de- 
fray tlie charges of tlic enterprise. Forming a 
league M’ith Philip Augustus of France, the two 
monarchs joined their forces, and, acting for 
some time in concert, were successful in the 
taking of Acra or Ptolemais ; but Philip, jealous 
of his rival’s glory, [[and of the superiority of a 
person whom he could not help regarding as his 
vassal, 3 soon returned to France, while Richard 
had the honour of defeating the heroic Saladin in 
the battle of Ascalon, w'ith prodigious slaughter; 
of his enemies. He prepared now' for the si^ge 
of Jerusalem ; but, finding his army wasted with 
famine and fatigue, he was compelled to end 
the w'ar by a truce w'ith Saladin, in which he 
obtained a free passage to the Holy Land for 
every Christian pilgrim. [But he quitted the 
country with too little care of his own person. 
Setting sail w'ith a single vessel, he was] wrecked 

• I 

in his voyage homeward, and travelling in dis- 
guise through Germany, [though at enmity with 
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tlie duke of Austria,]] was seized, and detained 
in prison, by command of the Emperor Henry VI. 
The King of France ungenerously opposed his 
release, as did his unnatural brother John, from 
selfish ambition ; but he was at length [most 
liberally]] ransomed by his faithful subjects, 
[whom he had too much neglected,]] for the sum 
of 150,000 merks, and, after an absence of nine 
years, returned to his dominions. His traitorous 
brother was pardoned alter some submission; and 
Richard employed the short residue of his reign 
in a spirited revenge against his rival, Philip. 
A truce, however, was concluded, by the medi- 
ation of Rome ; and Ril-hai’d was soon after 
killed, while storming the castle of one of Ids 
rebellious vassals in the Limosin. He died in the 
tenth year of his reign, and forty-second of his 
age, 1199. [It is remarkable, that of the ten 
years that he reigned he had passed only four 
months in England: his absence, of course, gave 
great scope to the nobles to assert their independ- 
ence, which was brought to a crisis in the early 
part of the reign of his successor. If not actually 
beloved, l)e was certainly greatly admired by his 
subjects forhis extraordinaryand romantic valour. 
Richard was one of the royal poets of Provence, 
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but appears to have been rather inspired hy 
auger than by love.J 

9. John (Lackland) succeeded to the throne on 

0 

the death of his brother, but found a competitor 
in his nephew Arthur, the son of Geoffrey, sup- 
ported by Philip of France. War was, of course, 
renewed with that country; but Arthur, with 
fatal confidence, throwing himself into the hands 
of his uncle, was removed by poison or the sword; 
a deed which, joined to the known tyranny of 
his character, rendered John the detestation of, 
his subjects. [He usurped from Arthur the pro- 
vince of Britany, which, in addition to his 
father’s and brothers dominions, rendered him, 
in regard to territory, one of the greatest princes 
of Europe. But] he was stripped by Pliilip of 
his continental dominions, and he made, the. 
Pope his enemy by an avaricious attack on flie 
treasures of the church. After an ineffectual 
menace of vengeance. Innocent III. pronounced 
a sentence of interdict against the kingdom, 
which put a stop to all the ordinances of religion, 
to baptism, and the burial of the dead. He next 
excommumcated John, and absolved his subjects 
from their allegiance ; and he finally deposed 
him, and made a gift of tlie kingdom to Philip ; - 
[[who, though he had himself been excommu- 
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nicated by the same Pope, and resisted his de- 
crees, made no objection on this occasion to 
such a stretch of power.j John, intimidated 
into submission, declared liiinself the Pope’s 
vassal, swore allegiance on his knees to the Pa- 
pal legate, and agreed to hold his kingdom 
tributary to the Holy See. On these'conditions, 
which insured the universal hatred and con- 
tempt of his people, he made his peace with the 
church ; [^and Philip was forbidden to assert his 
. claim to a kingdom now become a fief of the 
Roman See, or to proceed against one of the 
Pope’s vassals.] It was natural that his subjects, 
thus traippled upon and* sold, should vindicate 
their rights. The barons of the kingdom as- 
sembled, and binding tliemselves by oatli to an 
.union of measures, they resolutely demanded 
from tjie King a ratification of a charter of privi- 
leges granted by Henry I. Jolm appealed to the 
Pope, who, in support of his vassal, prohibited the 
confederacy of the barons as rebellious. These 
were [^not so easily checked by the Pope’s inter- 
dicts, but became] only the more resolute in their 
purpose, and the sword was their last resource. 
At length John was compelled to yield to their 
demands, and signed, atRunymede, 19th June, 
1215, that •solemn charter, which is the found- 
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ation and bulwark of English hberty, Magna 

f 

Charta. 

10. By this great charter, 1, The freedom of 
election to benefices was secured to the clergy ; 
2. The fines to the over-lord on the succession 
of vassals were regulated ; o. No aids or subsi- 
dies were flowed to he levied from the subject, 
unless in a few special cases, without the consent 
of the great council; l.’The crown shall not 
seize the lands of a baron for a debt, wliile he 
has personal property sufficient to discharge it ; 
5 . All the privileges granted by the King to his 
vassals shall he communicated by them to their 
inferior vassals ; G. Onfe weight and one measure 
shall be used throughout the kingdom ; 7. All 
men shall pass from and return to the realm at 
their pleasure ; 8. All cities and boroughs shall, 
preserve their ancient liberties ; 9. The^ estate 
of every freeman shall be regulated by his will, 
and, if he die intestate, by the law ; 10. The 
King’s court shall be stationary and open to all ; 
11. Every freeman shall be fined only in propor- 
tion to his offence, and no fine shall be imposed 
to his Utter ruin; 12. No peasant shall, by a fine, 
be deprived of his instruments of husbandry ; 
13 . No person shall be tried on suspicion alone, 
but on the evidence of lawfid witnesses; 14 . No 
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person shall be tried or punished but by the 
judgment ofhis peers and the law of the land. 

11. John granted at the same time the Charta 
de Foresta, which abolished tlic royal privilege 
of killing game over all the kingdom, and re- 
stored to the lawful ju’oprietors their woods and 
forests, which they were now allowed to enclose 
and use at their pleasure. As comjnilsion alone 
had produced these concessions, John was de- 
termined to disregard them, and a i’oreign force 
was brought into the kingdom to reduce the 
barons into submission. These applied for aid 
to France, and Philip sent his son Lewis to 
England with an ariny;»and such was the peo- 
ple’s hatred of their sovereign, that they swore 
allegiance to this tbreiguer. At this critical 
period John died at Newark, 1‘21G, and an in- 
stant change ensued. His sou Henry HI., a 
• # 

boy of nine years of age, was crowned at Bristol, 
and his uncle the Earl of Pembroke appointed 
protector of the realm ; the disaffected barons 
returned to their allegiance, the people hailed 
their sovereign, and Lewis with his army, after 
an ineffectual struggle, made peace with the 
Protector, and evacuated the kingdom. 
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XVI. 

STATE OF GERMANY AND ITATY IN THE THIR- 
TEENTH CENTURY. 

1. Frederick II., son of Henry VI., was 
elected Emperor on the resignation of Otho IV., 
1212, [and crowned 1220.^ At this period 
Naples, Sicily, and Lombardy, were all appen- 
dages of the empire ; and tlie contentions be- 
tween the Imperial and Papal powers divided 
the states of Italy into factions, known by the 
names [which had originated in Germany under 
Conrad III. J of Guelphs and Ghibellines ; the 
former maintaining the supremacy of the Pope, 
the latter that of the Emperor. [Their contests, 
according to the fashion of the times, bore the 
character of crusades, the Emperor’s party actu- 
ally bearing on their garments the symbol of 
the Cross, and the Pope’s the Two Keys.] The 
opposition of Frederick to four successive Popes 
was avenged by excommunication and deposi- 
tion ; yet he kept possession of his throne, and 
vindicated his authority with great spirit. [He 
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was king of Sicily from his birth ; for thirty- 
eight years titular king of Jerusalem, and more 
than thirty, Emperor.] Frequent attempts were 
made against his life, by assassination and poison, 
which he openly attributed to Papal resentment. 
On his death, 1250, the splendour of the empire 
was for many years obscuretl. It was a prey to 
incessant factions and civil war, tlie fruit of 
contested claims of sovereignty ; [it was, in fact, 
without any head till the elevation of the house 
of Hapsburgh, 1273 ;] yet the Popes gained no- 
thing by its disorders ; for the troubles of Italy 
were equally hostile to their ambition. We 
have seen the turbulent stjjte of' England; France 
was equally weak and anarchical ; Spain ravaged 
by the contests of the Moors and Christians. 
Yet, distracted as appears the situation of Eu- 
rope, one great project gave a species of union 
to 'this 'discordant mass, of which we now pro- 
ceed to give account. 
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THE CRUSADES, OR HOLA' WARS. 

1. The Turks or Turcomans, a race of Tartars 
from the regions of Mount Taurus and Imaus, 
invaded the dominions of Moscovy in the ele- 
venth centrn y, and came down upon the banks 
of the Caspian. The Caliplis employed Turkish 
mercenaries ; [[in the same manner as the Ro- 
man Emperors before* them had employed the 
Goths and barbarians by whom they were over- 
whelmed;] and they acquired the reputation 
of able soldiers in the wars that took place on 
occasion of the contested Caliphate. The 
Caliphs of Bagdat, the Abassidaa, were deprived, 
by their rival Caliphs of the race of Omar, of 
S^'ria, Egypt, and Africa ; and the Turks 
stripped of their dominions both the Abassidae 
and Ommiades. Bagdat was taken by the 
Turks, and the empire of the Caliphs over- 
thrown, in 1055 ; and these princes, from tem- 
poral monarchs, became now the sujireme Pon- 
tiffs of the. Mahometan faith, as the Popes pf the. 
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Christian. At the time of the first crusade, in 
the end of the eleventh century, Arabia \va^ 
governed by a Turkish Sultan, as were Persia 
and^ the greater portion of Lesser Asia. The 
eastern empire was thus abridged of its Asiatic 
territory, and had lost a great part of its domi- 
nions in Europe. It retained, however, Greece, 
Macedonia, Thrace, and Illyria j and Constan- 
tinople itself was populous, opulent, and luxu- 
. rious. Palestine was in the possession ot' the 
Turks; and its capital, Jerusalem, fallen from 
its ancient consequence and splendour, was yet 
held in respect by its conquerors as a holy city, 
and coRtSUi^itly attracted the resort of Mahome- 
tans to the mosque of Omar, as of Christian 
pilgrims to the sepulchre of‘ our Saviour. 
[Michael VI L, the eastern Emperor, stung by 
the loss of his Asiatic dominions, had, as early 
as tlie year 1074', ajiplied to Gregory VII. for 
assistance to throw off the yoke of the Infidels, 
but owing to the disputes between that Pontiff 
and the German emperors, the undertaking 
was postponed till a fresii occasion presented 
itself.] 

2. Peter the Hermit, a native of Amiens, on 

% 

bis return from a pilgrimage .[^to Jerusalem,] 
complained in loud terms of the grievances 

toe. II. 
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which the Christians suffered from the Turks ; 
and Urban dl. pitched on this enthusiast as a 
fit person to commence the execution of a grand 
design which the Popes had Qas has been 
shown, previously^ entertained of arming all 
Christendom, and exterminating the Infidels 
from the Holy Land j [having a double object 
in this, as it was likely to terminate the schism 
between the Greek and Latin churches, and 
extend their authority, by employing the so- 
vereigns and nobles of western Europe, who 
might be troublesome at home, in distant expe- 
ditions.J The project was opened in two ge- 
neral councils held Ut Placentia and Clermont. 
[The first was unsuccessful : the principal 
lords of” Italy had too much to do at iiome, and 
were loth to leave their country, for a region so 
different. 3 I'he French possessed more ardour 
than the ItaUans; and an immense multitude 
of ambitions and disorderly nobles, with all 
their dependants, eager for enterprise and plun- 
der, and assured df eternal salvation, [by one of 
the most extraordinary indulgences ever issued 
by the Papal court,[] immediately took thp cross. 
Peter the Hermit led 80,000 utider his banners, 
[princes, prelates, nobles, monks, women, and 
childseQ, toturmjue vuigtts, tom casti guam in- 
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“ cesti,” as a contemporary writer sums up 
the account ;J and they began their march to- 
wards the East in 1095. Their progress was 
marked by rapine and hostility in every Chris- 
tian country through which they passed ; [^as 
might reasonably have been expected from such 
a concourse of persons, who were taught to 
suppose, that every thing was ])ermitted, where 
every thing was to be pardoned ;J and the army 
of the Hermit, on its arrival at Constantinople, 
was wasted down to !20,000. The Emperor 
Alexius Comneiius, to whom the crusaders 
behaved with the most provoking insolence and 
folly, conducted himself wilh admirable moder- 
ation and good sense. He hastened to get rid 
of this disorderly multitude, by furnishing them 
with evary aid which they required, and cheer- 
fully lent his ships to transport them across the 
Bosphorus. The Sultan Solyman met them on 
thre plain of Nicea, and cut to pieces the army 
of the Hermit. A new host, in the mean time, 
arrivifed at Constantinople, led by more illustrious 
commanders ; by Godfrey of Bouillon Duke of 
Brabant, Raymond Count of Thoulouse, Robert 
of Normandy, son, of William King of England, 
Bohemond, son of Robert Guiscard, the con- 
•jQferdr' -of Sicily, and other princes of hi^ 

I a 
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reputation. To these, who amounted to some 
hundred thousands, Alexius manifested the same 
prudent conduct, to accelerate their departure ; 
[and with good reason, since it was evidently 
the wish of many of them to begin the crusade 
with the seizure of tlie eastern capital.^ The 
Turks, overpowered by numbers, were twice 
defeated, and the crusaders, jiursuing their suc- 
cesses, penetrated xit length to Jerusalem, which, 
after a siege of six weeks, they took by storm, 
*id with savage fury massacred the whole of its 
Mahometan and Jewish inhabitants, A.D. 1099- 
[The Hermit lived to see the capture of the 
sacred city, but Urban II. died before this great 
object of the expedition was accomplished.] God- 
frey was hailed King of Jerusalem, but was obliged 
soon after to cede his kingdom to th^ Pope’s 
legate, [who had been nominated Patriarch by 
the clergy.^ The crusaders divided Syria and 
Palestine, and formed four separate states, which 
weakened their po.wer. The Turks began to 
recover strength ; and the Christian states of 
Asia soon found it necessary to solicit aid from 
Europe. 

3. The second crusade set out from the West 
in 1146, to the amount of 200,000, French, 
Germans, and, Italians, led by Hugh, broti^er to 
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Philippi. of\ France. These met with ihe sam^ 
fate which attended the army of Peter tlie Her- 
mit.^ [Those who landed in Asia were roughly 
handled by the Sultan Solyman, and Prince 
Hugh died almost deserted.] The garrison of 
Jerusalem was at this lime so weak, tluit it be- 
came necessary to embody anti arm tlic monks 
for its defence; and hence arose the military 
orders of the Knights Templars and Hospital- 
lers, and soon after the JVntonic, from the 
German pilgj inis. Meantime Pope Eugenius III. 
employed St. Bej nard, [whose tlisciple he had 
been, a man so higlily endowed as to be called 
the oracle Europe,] to preach up a new 
crusade in France, which was headed by its so- 
vereign I^ouis VIE, (the Yoyng), wlio, in con- 
junctiOif* with ,Conrad HE, ]{.mperor of Ger- 
many, iryistercd jointly 30(),(K)0 n^en. [Both 
princes had received the red cross from the 
hands of St Bernard.] The Germans were cut 
to pieces by the Sultan of Iconium ; the French 
were totally defeated near Laodicea ; and the 
two monarchs, after much disaster, returned 
with shame to their dominions. [A thousand 
desolate famines,. with too much reason, inveigli- 
ng bitterly against St Bernard, who had th6 
aMuraflCe to compare himseli* with Moses, who. 
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after |f)romising to lead the Israelites into a 
happy country, saw the first generation perish 
in the wildemess.J 

f 

4. The illustrious Saladin, nephew of the 
Sultan of Egypt, formed the design of recover- 
ing Palestine from tlie Christians ; and besieging 
Jerusalem, [^then a prey to factions and disorders 
of all kinds,3 he took the city, and made pri- 
soner its sovereign, Guy of Lusignan, [whom he 
treated kindly.[] Pope Clement III., alarmed 
at the successes of tlie Infidels, began to stir up 
a new crusade from France, England, and Ger- 
many ; and the armies of each country were 
headed by their respective sovereigns, Philip 
Augustus, Richard I., and Frederick Barbarossa. 
In this third crusade the Emperor Frederick 
died in Asia, [by imprudent bathing,] .^ind Ips 
army, by repeated defeats, mouldered to nothing. 
The English and French were more successful : 
they besieged and took Ptolemais, [A. D. II 90 
but Richard and Philip quarrelled from jealousy 
of each other’s glory, and the French monarch 
returned in disgust to his country. • Richard 
nobly sustained the contest with Saladin, whom 
he defeated near Ascalon ; but his army was 
reduced by famine and fatigue ; and concluding 
;a ' treafy^ at least i\ot dishbhtmridjle, Wth his 
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. enemy, lie was forced at length to escape from 
Pale^ine with a single ship. (See supra. 
Sect. XV. § 8.) Saladin, revered even by the 
Christians, died 1 1 95. 

5. A fourth crusade was fitted out in 120^2, 
under Baldwin Count of Flanders, of which the 
object was not the extirpation of the ’Infidels, 
but the destruction of the empire of the East. 
Constiintinople, embroiled by civil war and re- 
volution, from disputed claims to the sovereignty, 
was besieged and taken by the crusaders ; pittle 
rgsistance being made to them ; j and Baldwin, 
their chief, was elected Emperor, to be within a 
few months dethroned and murdered. The 
Imperial dominions were shared among the 
principal leaders ; and the Venetians, who had 
lent tjieir ships for the expedition, got the Isle 
of Candia (anciently Crete) for their reward. 
Alexius, of the Imperial family of*the Comneni, 
founded a new sovereignty in Asia, which he 
termed the Empire of Trebizond. The object 
of a fifth crusade was to lay waste Egypt, in 
revengf for an attack on Palestine by, its Sultan 
Baphadin. Partial success and ultimate ruin 
was the issue of this expedition, as of all th6 
preceding. 

At this period, .1227, a great revolution 
I 4 
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took place in Asia. Gengiskaii with liis Tartars 
broke down from the North upon Persia and 
Syria, and massacred indiscriminately Turks, 
Jews, and Christians, who opposed them. The 
Christian Knights Templars, Hospitallers, and 
Teutonic, made a desperate but ineffectual re- 
sistance ; and Palestine must have been aban- 
doned to these invaders, liad not its fate been 
tor a while retarded by the last crusade under 
Lewis IX. of France. This prince, summoned, 
■^s he believed, by Heaven, after four years’ pre- 
paVation, set out for the Holy Land, with his 
Qu^n, his three brothers, and all the Knights 
of France. His armj* began their enterprise by 
an attack on Egypt, where, after som’e consider- 
able successes, fliey were at length utterly de- 
feated, and the French monarch, with two of his 
brothers, [^one having perished in the field,]] fell 
into the hands of the enemy. He purchased his 
liberty at an immense ransom, [though through 
extraordinary forbearance of the enemy, not 
so great as was at first offered ;3 and, returning to 
TPrance, reigned prosperously and wisely for 
thirteen years. [For, as it has been justly 
ODO^h observed, his piety, whicdi was that of 
in anchoret, did not deprive him oTany of the^ 
.^irtues of , g. king, could he but have been per- 
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suaded to stay more at home. 3 But the same 
phrenzy again assailing him, he embarked on a 
crusade against the Moors in Africa, "where his 
army was destroyed by a pestilence, and he 
himself' became its victim, It is com- 

puted that, in the whole of the crusades to 
Palestine, two millions of Europeans were buried 
in the East. £Two transitory sovereignties in- 
deed were established in the East by the Latins; 
of which that of Jerusalem was acquired in the 
third year of the crusades, and retained during 
eighty-eight years ; and after an interval of 
forty-one, re-acquired, lasting fifteen. The 
Latin empire endured fifty-seven years.] 

7- Effects of the Crusades . — One consequence 
of the holy wars is supposed to have been the 
improvement of European manners ; but the 
times immediately succeeding the crusades ex- 
hibit no such actual improvement. Two cen- 
turies of barbarism and darkness elapsed between 
tile termination of these enterprises and the fall 
of, the Greek empire in 145S, the aera of the 
revival^ of letters, and the commencement of 
civilisation. A certain consequence of the cru- 
sades was the change of territorial property iri 
^many of tlie feudal kingdom^ the sale of the 
'e^tes of the nobles, and their, division among a 



12S MODERN m»jqBY. PART II. 

number of smaller proprietors. [^In France this 
tended considerably to the advancement of the 
kingly power, but in Germany, whose sovereigns 
had, in the crusades been personally engaged, 
but with ill success, the nobles obtained advan- 
tages over the crown. In the former case, 
however,3 the feudal aristocracy was weakened, 
and the lower classes began to acquire weight, 
and a spirit of independence. The towns, 
hitherto bound by a sort of vassalage to the 
nobles, began to purchase their immunity, ac- 
quired the right of electing tlieir own magistrates, 
and were governed by their own municipal laws. 
fSome even went so Sat as to emancipate them- 
, selves without waiting for the authority of a 
fchai'ter, and by pleading, after a time,.prescrip- 
ti^ against the nobles, artfully drove th^ latter 
Vb a proof of their rights of superiority,] The 
.church in some respects gained, and in others 
lost, by those enterprises. The Popes gained 
a more extended jurisdiction ; but the fatal issue 
of those expeditions opened the eyes of the 
; world to the selfish and interested motives which 
had prompted them, and weakened sway, of 
superstition. Many of the religious orders acS. 
quired sdt increase of wealth; but this was ba-, 
lanced by the taxes imposed on the clergy. 
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The coin was altered and debased in most of 
the langdoms of Europe, from the scarcity of 
specie. The Jews were supposed to have 
hoarded and concealed it, and they became 
hence the victims of general persecution. The 
most substantial gainers by the crusad^ were 
the Italian states of Genoa, Pisa, and Venice, 
from the increased trade to the Levant for, the 
supply of those immense armies. Venice, as 
we have seen, took an active concern, and ob- 
tained her share of the conquered territory. 

[8. The good effects of the crusades may, 
therefore, perhaps, be thus summed up ; that 
they brought into activity, earlier possibly than 
would otherwise have been the case, many'good| 
principles, and eradicated many bad ones ; 'whil^ 
.the r 4 >mmercial advances made by the cities 
alcove mentioned were instrumental, though i^ot 

w 

very rapidly, to the improvement of the whole 
of western Europe. In regard to literature, 
and any intellectual advantages, it is but too 
probable that the Latins destroyed in the eastern 
capital many treasures of this nature, whose loss 
is quite irreparable.]' 

’ The age of the crusades brought chivalry to 
its perfection, and gave rise V romantic fictwo- ’ 
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XVIII. 

OF CHIVALRY AND ROMANCE. 

1. Chivalry arose naturaHy from the condi- 
tion of society in those ages in which it prevailed. 
Among the Germanic nations, the profession of 
arms was esteemed the sole employment that 
deserved the name of manly or honourable. 
The ^initiation of the youth to this profession 
was at^^nded with peculiar solemnity and appro- 
l^iate fceremonies. The chief of the 'tribe be- 
the sword and armdur on his vassal, as 
a syi/bol of their being devoted to his semiice. 
In/the progress of the feudal system, these 
y4ssals, in imitation of their chief, assumed the 
power of conferring arms on their sub-vassals, 
with a similar form of mysterious and pompous 
cetemoniRl. The candidate for knighthood un- 
derwent his preparatory fasts and vigils, and 
received on his knees the accollade and benedic- 
don of his chief. Armed and caparisoned he 
l^lied forth irf quest of adventure, which, whe- 
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ther just or not in its purpose, was ever esteemed 
honourable in proportion as it was perilous. 

2. “The high esteem of the female sex is cha- 
raftteristic of the Gothic . manners ; [^but there 
can be little doubt that the knowledge of Chris- 
tianity first introduced those elevated sentiments 
towards the sex, which have, ever since, conduced 
to render them the ornaments of society, and 
in every respect the objects of manly protection. 
It has, indeed, been suggested, tliat the exaltation 
of the female character, jointly with the religious 
rites of cliivalry, are to be attributed to the su- 
perstitious veneration paid by the Roman church 
to the Virgin Mother c^f' our Lord, and wliich 
appears have been carried to its greatest^ 
height jn the tenth century, the very age pre- 
ceding the rise of chivalry. In the famous 
vow of chivalry, and the knight’s oath, the 
Virgifi is expressly introduced between tli^^ 
Creator and the ladies, the leading olyects of 
all chivalrous enterprizes.] In the ages of bar- 
barism, the castles of the greater barons were in 
miniature the courts of sovereigns. The society 
of the ladies, who found only in such fortresses 
a security from outrage, polished the manners j 
and to prolect the chastity and honour of the jfkiij 
was the best employ and highest mei it of an ac- 
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complrahed knight. Romantic exploit had, 
therefore, always a tincture of gallantry ; 

It hath been through all ages ever seen, 

That with the praise of arms and chivalry 
The prize of beauty still hath joined been. 

And that for reasons special privity ; 

For either doth on other much rely ; 

For he, me seems, most fit the fair to serve, 

That can her beet defend from villany ; 

And she most fit his service doth deserve 
That fairest is, apd from her faith will never swerve. 

Spenser’^ Fairy Queeitn 

[^France might, as is generally allowed, have 
been the. cradle of chivalry ; but as it appeai-s to 
have massed from thence into Spain, it is not 
unrea^nable to conclude that the gallantry of 
the swstGra may have received great adiditions, 
and ueen « sublimated,” as an able writQi^ ob- 
serves, by the ardency of the more southern 
/imaginations of the Moors and Arabians. 

3. To the passion for adventure and romantic 
love were added very high ideas of morality and 
religion; but, as the latter were ever subordinate 
to the former, we may presume more in favour 
of their refinement than of their purity. It 
was the pride of a knight to redress wrongs' 
injuries ; but iu that honourable employ. 
«aent he made small account of those he corT- * 
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mitted; and it was easy to expiate the greatest 
offences by a penance or a pilgrimage, which 
furnished only a new opportunity for adventui - 
ous’ exploit. ^Nevertheless, it should perhaps 
be added, that chivalry had its periods in which 
it approached more or less to a perfect purity 
of principles. It is upon record that, before the 
fourteenth century, knights were not only 
obliged by oath to give protection to distressed 
females, but publicly to discountenance and put 
^o shame any of tainted reputations, who should 
presume to appear in the assemblies of those who 
were of unblemished characters. That the pro- 
fession had indeed in var^us ways actually pro- 
moted boTh private and public virtue is to be 
conclud^ from the disposition manifested by so- 
vereign princes in subsequent and more en- 
lightened times, to revive thg spirit of it in the 
rules ^d obligations of all the modern orders 
of knighthood.]] 

4. Chivalry, whether it began .with the Moors 
or Normans, attained its perfection at the period 
of the crusades, which presented a noble object ^ 
of adventure, ^d a boundless field for military 
gln^. Few, it is true, returned from thosHB.^ 
de^eratp enterprises, but those few had a high, 
m the ftdmirsMion of their counfry^fiti. 
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The bards and romancers sung their praises, and 
recorded their exploits, with a thousand cifcum- 
stances of fabulous embellishment. [The dis- 
covery of gunpowder and modern artillery, “ by 
depriving the armed and caparisoned knight of 
his principal advantages, put an end to the sys- 
tem and all its peculiarities. 3 

5. The earliest of the old romances (so termed 
from the Romance language, a mixture of the 
Frank and Latin, in which they were written,) 
appeared about the middle of the twelfth cen-, 
tury, the period of the second crusade. But 
thdse more ancient compositions did not record 
contemporary events, j\Lose known truth would 
have precluded all liberty of fiction Of exagger- 
ation. Geoffrey of Monmouth, and the author 
who assumed the name of Archbishop Turpin, 
ha4 free scope to tljeir fancy, by celebrating the 
deeds of Arthur and the Knights of the 'Round 
Table, and the exploits of Charlemagne and his 
Twelve Peers j and from the fruitful stock of 
those first romances sprung a numerous offspring, 
equally wild and extravagant. 

61 Philosophers have analysed the pleasure 
arising from works of fiction, and have en- 
deavoxu'ed, by various hypotheses, to Account for 
the interest we take in the description of an event 
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or scene whicl\^e know to be utterly iinpossible. 
We may account thus simply for the pheno- 
menon: every narratihn is- in some degree at- 
tended with a dramatic deception. We enter 
fbi the time into the situation of the persons con- 
cerned. Adopting their passions and their feel- 
ings, we lose for- a moment all sense of the ab- 
surdity of their cause whilst we see the agents 
themselves hold it for reasonable and adequate, 
fhe most incredulous sceptic may sympathise 
strongly with the feelings of Hamlet at the siglit 
of his father’s spectre. 

7- finis poweifully affected as wc aie by sym- 
pathy, cvcn_jigainst the conviction of our reason, 
how much greater must have been the effect ,ol 
such worlfl^ of , the imagination in those days, 
when popular superstition gave full credit to the 
reality, or at least the imssibility, of all tliat they 
described ! And hence we must censure, as both 
unnecessary and impmbablc, that theory of 
Dr. Hurd, which accounts for all the wildness 
of fhe bid romances, on the supposition ^at 
their fictions were elitii^ly allegorical ; whibh 
explains giants and ^vages into the op- 
pre^fye' feudal lords and th^ bai bafous 'de- 
pei^!^|j](ts as JVf. jlVfallet construes the serpents^ 
an#!^i^^s which' ^ar'deiC ‘ die enchai^i^ 
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cRstles into their winding walls, fc'sses, and bat- 
tlements. It were sufficient to say,' thal many 
of those old romances are inexplicable by alie- 
gchy. They were received by the popular belief 
as truths, and even their contrivers believed in 
the possibility of the scenes and actions they 
described. £A very curious proof of this may be 
found in the recorded vision of a monk of Monte 
Cassino, in the very beginning of the twelflli 
century, who pretended to have actually seen 
things so similar to the subsequent imaginary 
representations of Dante, as to have subjected 
the latter, in our own times, to the charge of 
plagiarism. But the vision of the monk was, by 
his credulous contemporaries, believed to be real 
in all its circumstances. “ Ut pcenas ^eccatorum 
pcrspexisse, et pertimuisse, et gloriam sapclorum 
vidisse nemo quis dubitet” are the very words of 
Peter the deaoon, who wrote the histo^ of the 
vision at the time.^ In latter ages, and in the 
wane of superstition, yet while it still retained 
a powerful influence, the poete adopted allegory 
as a vehicle cd* moral instouction ; and to t^s 
‘peii^ belong those poetictd ’romances which 
b«^ an allegoj^cal explanatian; as, the Fdiry 
of SSi^pser, the ^brlando of Ariostp, ^d 
of Tasso. 
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8. In modem times tlie taste for ro- 

mantic, compoyition- declined, with popular cre- 
dulity ; nnd the fastidiousn^s of philosophy af- 
fected to treat all supernatural fiction with con- 
tempt. But it was at length perceived that this 
refinepient had cut oflT a source of very, high 
mental enjoyment. The pubhc taste now took 
a new turn j, and tliis moral revolution is at 
present tending to its extreme. We are gone 
back to the nursery to listen to tales of hob- 
goblins j a change which we may safely prog- 
nosticate can be of po long duration. 


XIX. 

ST4TE OP EUROPE IN THE THIRTEENTH ANO 
FOURTEENTH* CENTURIES. 

1. Constantinopi^, taken in 1202 by tlie 
crusader^ was possessed only for a short time 
. by itp conquerors. Jt was governed by Fi;cnch 
£pr LatinJ .emperor8,£as th^y were c^ed,. to 
digtiJguiiah th^ froru the Grecian dynasty,] for 
of alnpEOst sixty yews, being retaken 
by <ilreeTc5,Tn 1261/ nntkr Michael Pai^ 
Smpriapw^^ putting ouyte 
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ey^ of his pupil Theodore LascaijA, ^ secured to 
iiimself the sovereignty. 

2. Germany was governed in the beginning 
of the thirteenth century by Qa sovereign of no 
mean talents, and even of consi4erable literary 
fame for the times in which he lived, ] Fre- 
derick II., who paid homage to the Pope for 
the kingdom of l*>Iaples and Sicily, • possessed by 
his son Conrad, and afterwards by his natural 
^on Manfted, who usurped the crown, in vio- 
j^tion of the right of his nephew Conradin. 
J^pe Clement JV., jealous of the dominion of 
tlie Imperift family, [in the south of Italy,] 
gave the investiture* of Naples and Sicily to 
Charles of Anjou, brotherHof Lewis IX. of 


Fra;hce, who defeated and put to death his com- 
j^titor [Manfred, but tarnished his famo^-eatly 
by suffering the true h^, the young and high- 
spirited Conradin, to be publicly executed, tg 
which he is said to have bpen particularly insti- 
gated by the Pope j but of this th^e. ^ems to be' 
some doulft : at aU events, however^, the .Pope' 
UP rjgjbit,. in disp^cii^ aff usuip^^ to dis- 
idle right^^d true |ieiK ‘wiiieh,Conradir^ 
was. J .The]Sitaliah$ re^h|^d thfa 

onevlip^^Cv 



SECT. 19. 


MODERN HISTORY. 


138 


This ^hockii^ massacre, {.ermed the Sicilian 
Vespers, happ^ed on Easter Sunday, ISSS. It 
was. followed by every evil that comes in the 
train of civil war and revolution. 

T'he beginning of the thirteenth century 
had been signalised by a new species of crusade. 
The Albigenses, inhabitants of Alby, in the Pays 
de Vaud, were bold enough to dispute many of 
the tenets of the Catholic church, as judging 
them contrary to the doctrines of Scripture. 
Innocent III. established a holy commission at 
Thoulouse, with power to try and punish these 
heretics. The Count of Thoulouse opposetl 
this persec-ntion, and was, for the punishment of 
his offence, compelled by the Pope to assist L a 
crusade against his own vassals. Simon de 
IVIontfoft was the leader of this pious enterprise, 
which ^as marked by the most atrocious cruel-' 
ties. The benefits of the holy commission were 
judged by the Popes to be so great, ‘that it be- 
c^e fi’om that time a permanent establishment, 
by the name of ihe Inquisition, [and was 
i^ varmus parf^ of Europe, all over Italy, 
of Nkples excepted, m.Spain, and 

ii| Eoi^gaLj 

Austria m^ h^ 

i^S, wH^n E^i^phuit of 
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boiir^^j a Swife^ baror^ was elect^ Emperor of 
p-e^any. He owed his elevaaon to the jea- 
losies of the electoral princes, who could hot 
agree in the choice of any one of themselves. 
The King of Bohemia, to whom llodolphus had 
been steward of the household, could iU brook 
the supremacy of his former, dependant j and 
refusing him the customary homage for his 
Germanic possessions, Rodolphus stripped him 
; of Austria, which has ever since remained in 
the family of its conqueror. 

^ The Italian states of Venice, Genoa, and 
Pisa, were at this time flourishing and opulent, 
while most of the kingdoms of Evjpope (if we 
exdept England under Edward I.) were ex- 


h^sted, feeble, and disorderly. A dawning of 
<^vil liberty began to appear in France under 
Ph^p IV- (Je Betjy who summoned the third 
estate to the nation^ asseni^Iies, which had 


Htherto consisted of ffie hbbili't^* and clef^, 
ISOS, It was the same prince ^iio ekailishOd 

u-;' ■'S.-f#; ■; .->'7?- in' s,-- ,■ »- 

perpetual courts of Judicature ih France, 'uiidfer 
4he name of Parliaments, Over these the par- 


assm^: w uuthdritw 
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SECT. ig. 

SEa-a begun ko assume its present constitution. 
The Commo^ or the representatives of counties 
and boroughs, Vere first called to parliament by 
Hehry III. : before that time, this assembly 
consisted erdy^ of the greater barons and clergy. 
But of the rise and progress of the consfitution 
of England we shall afterwards treat more par- 
ticularly in a separate section. 

7. The spirit of the popedom, zealous in the 
maintenance and extension of its prerogatives, 
continued much the same in the thirteenth and 
fourteenth, as we have seen it in the three pre- 
ceding centuries, [except meeting with some 
serious resistance in France early in the latter 01 
end of th^ former.^ Philip the Fair had) sub- 
jected his clergy to bear their share of the pliblic 
^es, ^and prohibited all contributions to be 
levied by .the Pope in his dominions. This 
double offence was highly resented [by the cele- 
brated Cajetan,3 Boniface VIII., [who in the 
^ear 1^94 ascended the papal throne at the ad- 
vanced age of seventy-seven, possessing, without 
Ae talents, all the pride arid obstinacy of Hilde- 
b^d. J The angry Pontrff expressed Ms in- 

[agmnst Phifip j *by a sentence of 
excdmnHinicadpn and interact, a^d a sMentfti 
of the of Franije 
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Emperor Albert. Phijip, in re\^nge, (^beiHg 
yupported^ by Ivis subjects, mad^many solemn 
complaints against Boniface, confirmed publicly 
upon oath, charging him with profligacy^ heresy, 

C * 

■sorcery, and even murder, and demanding a 
fresh election, 3 sent his general Nogaret to 
'Rome, who threw the Pope into prison. The 
French, however, were j^this timej overpowered 
by the Papal troops, [and Boniface delivered j 
but being soon after seised with a delirium, his 
death] put an end to the quarrel, [in the year 


. 3,, It is less easy to justify the conduct of 
Philip the Fair to the Knights Templai's than his 
beha,viour to Pope Boniface. The wlTole of this 
order jiad incurred his resentment, frpm sus- 


picioii, of h^bouring - tre^pnable desigrtp. He 
bad influence with CIcnient V. to procure a 


Papal bull,' warranting thpir extirpation from all 
tlie,C^iristian kingdoms j and this infamous pro- 
■s^^ption '^as earned intojeflfect all, over Europe, 
ij^fh^ugh’.Frnnce ,was the bnly country in whicli 
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XX. 


REVOLUTION OE SWITMIRLAND. 


1. The beginning of the fourteenth century 
was distinguished by the revoludon of Switzer- 
land, and the rise of the Helvetic republic. The 
Emperor Rodolphus of Hapsbourg, [advanced to 
tile German throne in the year 1273, see Iasi 
sectioru,~^ was hereditary sovereign of several ol‘ 
the Swiss cannons, and governed his states with 
much equity and moderation ; but his [son and] 
successor .^Ibert, a tyrannical prince, [am^ on 
that account excluded from the immediate Suc- 
cession to the German crown,] fbxmed the design 
of ann^ing the whole of the provinces to his 
dominion, and erecting them into a principality 
for one of his sons, ' The cantons of Schewitz, 
Ury, and Underwald, which had always resisted 
"authority oE Austria, [^arid been particularly 
distingi^hed by Rodolph,] combined to assert 
Ehe^-ifo^dom j ■ ^d; a small 'army of 400 or 500 
an^infinense host of the Austrians 
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and 'witH' invincible peccseveranc^ . alter si^t 

pitched battles with thwr enewi^ th^fwbn an 

secur«d their dear-boi^ht lib«^. £'^he thre 

forest or ru^:;Caiitonq have :been mentioned 

Lucem was admitted into the^ confederacy ii 

1S3S; Zurich, 1351 ; Glaris, Zug, and Berne 

1852 ; Friburgh and Soleure, 1481 j Basle an( 

Shaffhausen, 1501 j and Appenzel, 1513.J 

2. Constituiion of Switzerland, — The thirteei 

cantons were united by a solemn treaty, •whicl 

stipulated the proportional succours to be fur 

. iiished by each in the case of foreign hostility 

and the measures to be followed for securing tin 

union of the states, and accommodating domestic 
• • • 

difierences. With respect to its internal govern, 
ment and economy, each canton was independ- 
ent. Of some, the constitution was monarchical, 
♦ 

and of othek^ republican; All matters touching 
the ; general league were transited jei^er-, by 
letters sent to Zurich, and thei^ce ofBcialiy cir~ 
ciliated to all tl^ ‘cantoga, or^by conferen^ 


jThe' geherd 'diet/ whetig 'tivo depUtiss jattenddd 
each JiMd 


;Zurich'‘‘^re^'c^^ 'i 
sextons' thi& :adp*Mfe 


Ein3?xiri*£ 


s. T1i!a 
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troops tbr hire m foreign service, judging it a 
wise policy t<:\keep aliVe the military spirit of 
the ^tjob ; and the armies thus employeafc have 
been equally distinguished for their courage and 
fidelity. The industry and economy of the Swiss 
are proverbial j and their country supports h 
most abundant population, from the zealous pro- 
motion of agriculture and manufactures. . 


XXI. 


STATE OF EUROPE (CONTINUED) IN THE THIR- 
TEENTH,^FOURTEENTH, ‘aND PART OF THE |FIF- 
TEENTM CENTURIES. 

. 1 . The rival claims of superiority between the 
Popes and EmperOi-s stiU continued. Henry VII., 
the sfnocessof of Albert, vindicated his right by 
the s;swrd; trittinphiuitly fought his way to Rome, 
where he was soleqinly crownedi ,.£ppt^ by the 
Pdpe, indeed,, but by thr^ 9f„thb, card&^s,] 
and inqmaed a tribute on all the of^ Iff 

at^e tiii^.e^'.hj|ecdno|i^j>n, that the, 
-he 4 ik& 

Wis, sudden suspec^i^ 
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was iti his time that the seat of ihe Popedom 
was transferred by Clement V.^om Rome to 
Avig^jion, 1309,’. where it rendmned till IS 77 . 
^Clement was a good deal mfiuencedj no doubt, 
by Philip the Fair, whose subject he was, and 
to whom he stood indebted for his advancement 
to the pontifical chair.j The factions of Italy 
were, however, the chief cause of this removal. 
Lewis of Bavaria, the successor of Henry, de- 
prived and excommunicated by John XXII., 
Tatter submitting unnecessarily to many humi- 
liations and indignities,, highly revolting to the 
princes of the empire,] revenged himself by 
de^josing the Pope. fThis PontiflT surpassed the 
mo^ of his predecessors in pride and tyranny. 
He kept, his seat on the Papal chair, [having 
humbled his competitor, Nicholas V.] «nd left 
at his death an immense treasure, accumulated 
, by :^e sale of benefices, whOe his rivalj the 
Emperor, <hed in indigenoe, 

0 . His successOT iif *the emj^4 Chaa-Ies IV., 
^ ^ 0 hemi%; Wright of h^ mdther,] pub- 
W 135.5^, con^tution, termed 

Che 

'if . 
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hereditary offices of state,; [and unprudeutly 
placed* in tbek hands the whole power of the 
empLre.J These exemplified their new ^j^hts, 
by deposing liis son 'W’enceslaus, [after he had 
reigned twenty-two years,] for incapacity, 1400, 
[principally through the enmity of one of the 
two Popes who then divided the church, and 
who stirred up the ecclesiastical electors to get 
him removed, upon frivolous, and in some in- 
stances, egregiously false charges. Wenceslaus 
was succeeded by Robert, the Elector Palatine, 
who reigned only ten years.] Three separate 
factions of the French and Italian cardinals 
having elected three separate Popes, the Em- 
peror ^gismund, [brother of Wenceslaus, ihd 
King of Hungary, who had 'succeeded Robert, 
1410,] judged this division of the church to be 
a fit opportunity for his interference, to recon- 
all' difie^e^nces, and establish his own su- 
premacy. Her summoned general council at 
Cqnstapce, 1414, [a former one at Rsa having 
friU^ to do ^ahy good,] and ended, the dilute, 
by; d^adipg the t^ree j^ntifls, and nj^iing 

the 

Pa^y is X 

, spidft^rMisme^ia ;pf ,-^e 'douncd 
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paj^ ? fand 

j^^afioty.m the 

^foiaaK^d fey fCfe^iea wasi me^ ^ heresy, 

lot deny^g the ihieraf cl^, and satirrsio^ thiim- 
%liQraJiti£ 9 pf the popes and bishops. He did 
not deny the charge 4 and refusing to confess 
his errors, was burnt alive, {^though he had 
a/'Safe-conduct from the Emperor to appear at 
the council. But the principle upon which the 
covmcll acted was not concealed : it was indeed 
<^)enly avowed, that in certain cases, faith was 
not to be kept with heretics.} A similar fate 
was the portion of his fHend and disciple, Jerome 
of -Prague, whO: displayed at his execution the 
eloquence of an apostle, and the constancy of a 
mk;^yr, 1416 . Sigismund felt the consequence 
of these horrible proceedings ; for the Bohe- 
mians, {justly exasperated at the treacherous 
execution of their countrymen,} opposed , his 
succession to their crown, '{^vacant by the death 
of his deceased brother ^encesfeius,} apd it cost 
h^ a war4>f sixteen yearp to atfsin it. ; ' 

. ^ iSTuitever area dao Bwperial power at this 
it deriv^ feut sin^ consequence ^otn its 
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th^ \fbat be;Uk©w fejm fiohemU a^Hungapy, 
Tt© ^'vereig'ffl^y ®f Italy «ras an empty title. 
Xhe intCTest* o^the Emperor in that country 
fumfatted only a sou^ of' faction to its princes, 
and embroil the ^ates in perpetual quan els. 
A series of conspiracies and civil tumulta form, 
for above 200 years, the annals of the principal 
cities. Naples and Sicily were ruined by the 
weak and daorderly government of the two 
Joannas. A passion which the younger of these 
conceived for a soldier of the name of Sforza 
raised him to the sovereignty of Milan ; and 
her adoption, first of Alphonso of Arragon, and 
afterwards of Lewis of Anjou, laid the founda- 
tion of those contests between Spain and France 
for the sovereignty of the Two Sicilies, which 
aftei*wards agitated all Europe. 


KXII. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAinJ IN THE THlRTBENTH 
CENTURY, 

%. filbmY IIL, vriio, at nine years of age, 
»f«3eeeded to ?fhe crown England on ritti 
oi^his JohBi tvas « prince of amia^ 



144 ' MODERN HISTORY. PART IT. 


dispositions, but of weak undejs tan ding. [^Dur- 
ing the short time that the Earl of Perflbroke 
acted as Regent, from 1216 1219, steps 

seemed to be taking, with some success, t5 re- 
concile the people to • the government of the 
young King j but after the death of that Earl, 3 
Heniy’s preference for foreign favourites, [in- 
troduced into the kingdom first by the Bishoj^ 
of Winchester, a Poictevin, successor of the 
Earl of Pembroke; secondly, through his Queen, 
a daughter of the Count of Provence.; thirdly, 
from Gascony, where his mother had married a 
second husband; and, lastly, by tlie Pope, who had 

j 

.filled the church with*his Italians, 3 disgusted his 
nobles ; and the want of economy inliis govern- 
ment, and oppressiye exactions, deprived him of 
the .affection of his people. Moritfort,,Earl of 


Leicester, son of the lea4er of the crusade 
agsunst the Albigenses, and brother-in-law of 
the King^ conceived a plan ^fbr usu^ing the 
goyernrhent; ani^ formin^Ar,teague [with,-^ 
b^ons, op the prete^ of'y^|brming abuses^ 
«^ipelled de^g^^ aji the regal pp^r 
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delled the parliament, by summoning a certain 
number of knights chosen from each county, a 
measure fatal toiA their own power ; for these 
representatives of the people, indignant at Lei- 
cester's usurpation, determined to restore the 
royal authority , and they called on Prince 
Edward, a youth of intrepid spirit, to avenge 
his father’s wrongs, and save the kingdom. 

Q. Leicester raised a formidable force, and, 
in a successful engagement, at Lewes, in Sussex, 
1264, defeated the royal army, and made both 
the King and Prince his prisoners. He now 
compelled the impotent Henry to ratify his 
authority by a solemn tre&ty ; and, assuming 
the character of Regent, he called a parliament, 
summoning two knights from each of the coun- 
tie^s, and, deputies from the principal boroughs, 
regular plan of the English House of 
Commons. This assembly exercising its just 
rights, and asserting with firmness the re-estab- 
lishment of the ancient government of the king- 
dom, Leicester judged it prudfent to release the 
Prince from his confinement ; and Edward was 
no sooner at liberty than he took the field against 
the . usurper, who, in tlie battle of Evesham. 

August, 1265, was defeated and slain. 
Henry now restored to his throne by the 

VOE, jfc ■ 
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arms of his gallant son, who, after establishing 
domestic tranquillity, embarked in the last cru- 
sade with Lewis IX., and sigl^alised his prowess 
by many valorous exploits in Palestine.^ He 
had the honour of concluding an advantageous 
truce for ten yeai’s with the Sultan of Babylon ; 
and was on his return to England when he re- 
ceived intelligence of liis accession to the crown 
by the deatli of Iris father, 1272. 

8. Edward I., in the beginning of his reign, 
projected the conquest of Wales. The Welsh, 
the descendants of the ancient Britons wdio had 
escaped the Roman and Saxon conquests, pre- 
served their bberty, their laws, tlieir manners, 
and their language. Their Prince, Lewellyn, 
Qwho had sided with the malcontents during 
the preceding reign,3 refusing his customary 
homage, Edward invaded Wales, and surgpund- 
ing the army of the Prince, who retreated to 
the mountains, cut off all his supplies, and com- 
pelled him to auymqualified submission. The 
terms demanded were, the surrender of a part 
of the country, a large sum of money, and an 
obligation of perpetual fealty to the crown of 
'England. The Welsh infiinged this treaty; 
and Edward marched his army into the heart 
of the c^ntry, where the troops of Lewellyn 



SECT. 


MODERN HISTORY. 


147 


made a most desperate but ineffectual resistance. 
In a decisive engagement, in 1283, the Prince 
was slain. His ftrother David, betrayed into 
the hand of the conqueror, was inhumanly exe- 
cuted on a gibbet ; and Wales, completely, sub- 
dued, was annexed to the crown of England. 
With a policy equally absurd and cruel, Edward 
ordered the Welsh bards to be put to death 
wherever found ; thereby insuring the perpetua- 
tion of their heroic songs, and increasing the 
abhorrence of the vanquished people for their 
barbarous conqueror. 

4. The conquest of Wales inflamed the am- 
bition of Edward, and ins{)ired him with the 
design of extending his dominion to the extre- 
mity of the island. The designs of this enter- 
prising monarch on the kingdom of Scotland 
invite our attention to that quarter ^ but pre- 
viously require a short retrospect to its earlier 
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XXIII. 

HISTORY OF SCOTLAND FROM THE ELEVENTH TO 
THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY. 

1. The history of S<jotland, before the reign 
of Malcolm IIL, sumamed Canmore, is obscure 
from the deficiency of historical records. This 
Prince, by the defeat of Macbeth, the murderer of 
his father Duncan, succeeded to the tlirone in 
1CX57 ; and espousing*the causeof Ed^ar Atheling, 
heir of the Saxon kings of England, whose sister 
he married, he thus provoked a war with Wilham 
the Conqueror, which was equally prejudicial 
to both kingdoms. In an expedition of ^Mal- 
colm into England, it is alleged that, alter con- 
cluding a truce, he was compelled by WilUam to 
do homage for his kingdom. The truth is, that 
this homage was done for the territories in Cum- 
berland and. Northumbferland won by the Soots, 
'»nd held in vassalage*, of thq English crown, 
tliebugh this homage . wjas afterwards absurdly 
made the jwetext of a cl^im of feudal sovereignty 
over all Scotland, In a reign of twenty^sevCn 
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years,^ Malcolm supported a spirited contest with 
England, both under Willidm I*, and his son 
Rufos } and to Yhe virtues of his Queen, Mar- 
garet, his kingdom, in its domestic policy, owed 
a degree of civilisation remarkable in those ages 
of barbarism. 

Alexander I., his son and successor, de- 
fended, with equal spirit and good policy, the 
independence of his kingdom; and his son 
David I., celebrated even by the democratic 
Buchanan, as an honour to his coimtry and to 
monarchy, won from Stephen, and annexed to 
his crown, the whole earldom of Northumber- 
land. In those reigns we* hear of no claim of 
the feudal subjection of Scotland to the crown 
of England ; though the accidental fortune of 
war afterwards furnished a ground for it Wil- 
liarn I. (the Lyon,) taken prisoner at Alnwick 
by Henry IL, was compelled, as the price of liis 
release, to do homage for his whole kingdom ; 
an obligation winch his successor Richard vo- 
luntarily discharged, as deeming it to have been 
unjustly extorted. 

3. On the death of Alexander III., without 
male issue, in 1285, Bruce and Baliol, de- 
scendants of David I. by the female line, were 
^mpetitors for the crown, and the pretensions 
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of each were supported by a formidable party in 
the kingdom.- Edward I. of England, chosen 
umpire of the contest, aiTogat<?d to himself, in 
that character, the feudal spvereignty of the 
kingdom, compelling all the barons to swear al- 
legiance to him, and taking actual possession of 
the country by his troops. He then adjudged 
the crown to Baliol, on. the express condition of 
his swearing fealty to him as lord paramount. 
Baliol, however, soon after renouncing his alle- 
giance, the indignant Edward invaded Scotland 
with an immense force, and compelled the weak 
prince to abdicate the throne, and resign the 
kingdom into his haifds. 

4. William Wallace, one of the greatest heroes 
whom history records, restored the fallen ho- 
nours of his country. Joined by a fevn patriots, 
his first successes in attacking the English gar- 
risons brought numbers to his patriotic standard. 
Their successes were signal and conspicuous j 
victory followed upon victory ; and while Ed- 
ward was engaged on the Continent, his troops 
Wfere utterly defeated in a desperate engagement 
aV Stirling, and forced to evacuate the kingdom. 
Wallace, the deliverer of his country, now as- 
sumed the title of Governor of Scotland under 
Baliol, who was Edward’^s' prisoner j ' a distino 
tion which was follow^ by epvy and disaf- 
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fection of many of the nobles, and the conse- 
quent ‘diminution of his army. The Scots were 
defeated at Falljirk. Edward returned with a 
vast ’accession of force ; and, after a fruitless 
resistance, the Scottish barons finally obtained 
peace by a capitulation, from which the brave 
Wallace was excepted by name, A fugitive for 
some time, he was betrayed into the iiands of 
Edward, who put him to death with every cir- 
cumstance of cruelty tliat barbarous revenge 
could dictate, ISO^, 

5. Scotland found a second champion and de- 
liverer in Robert Bruce, the grandson of the 
competitor wdth Baliol j who, deeply resenting 
the humiliation of his country, once more set up 
the standard of war, and gave defiance to the 
English monarch, to whom his father and 
grandfather had meanly sw’orn allegiance. Under 
this intrepid leader the spirit of tlie nation was 
roused at once : the English were attacked in 
every quarter, and once more entirely driven 
out of the kingdom. Robert Bruce was crown’ed 
king at Scone, 1306 ; and Edwafd, advancing 
with an immense army, died at Caiiisle, 7th July, 
1307, enjoining it with his last breath to his son 
Edward II. 'to prosecute the war with the Scots 
t©.the entire reduction of the country. 

p 4 
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XXIV. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND IN THE FOURTEENTH CEN- 
TURY. 

1. In thfe reign of Edward I. we observe tJie 
constitution of England gradually advancing. 
The Commons had been admitted to Parliament 
in the latter period of his father, Henry HI. j 
[and the son, fortunately for the kingdom, found 
it necessary, in order to balance the power of the 
barons, to give as much weight as Tie could to 
the members of the lower house of assembly.]} 
A statute was passed by Edward, which declared, 
that no tax or impost should be levied without 
the consent of Lords and Commons ; [^Wch 
may justly be regarded as the commencement of 
the present sjstem of taxation, the latter be- 
girming from this time Jp regulate the supplies.]) 
same, monarch raided the, Magna Charta 
nalws th^ eleven times in the course of . his 
reigi^irand henceforward this fundamental law 
began lojje Regarded as sacred and unalterable. 

pn his way tojScot^^d, whither 
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he was proceeding to prosecute afresh his dis- 
pute<f claims on that high-spirited nation, A. D. 
1307.J ) 

2. Edward II. was in character the very op- 
posite of his father, weak, indolent, and capri- 
cious, but of humane and benevolent affections. 
He disgusted his nobles by his attachment to 
mean and undeserving favourites, whom he raised 
to the highest dignities of the state, and ho- 
noured with his exclusive confidence. [|The 
modern system of administi’ation, by responsible 
agents, being unknown at that time throughout 
the whole of Europe.] Piers Gaveston, a 
vicious and trifling minioh, whom the King ap- 
pointed Regent when on a journey to Paris to 
marry Isabella, daughter of Philip the Fair, dis- 
gusted Xhe barons to such a pitch, that they 
corppelled the King to delegate aU the authority 
of government to certain commissioners, and to 
abandon his favourite to their resentment He 
was doomed to perpetual imprisonment, and, on 
attempt to escape, was seized and behdaded. 

8. Edward, in obedience to his father’s will, 
invaded Scotland with 100,000 men. King 
Robert Bruce met this immense force with S0,00Cf 
at Bannockburn, and defeated them with pro- 
digious daughter, £June, 1314. J This iiq- 
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portant victory secured the independency of 
Scotland. Edward escaped by sea to InS own 
dominions ; and a new favourit^, Spencer, sup- 
plying the place of Gaveston, liis undeserved 
elevation and overbearing character completed 
the disaffection of the nobles to their sovereign. 
The Queen, a vicious adulteress, joined the 
malcontents, and, passing over to France, ob- 
tained from her brother Charles IV. an anny tp 
invade England, and dethrone her husband. 
Her enterprise was successful. Spencer and his 
father were betrayed into the hands of their ene- 
mies, and perished on a scaffold. The King was 
taken prisoner, tried b}' parliament, and solemnly 
deposed ; and, being confined to prison, was 
soon after put to death with unexampled circum- 
stances of cruelty, 1327. 

4. Edward III., crowned at fourteen years of 
^e, could not submit to the regency of a fnoAer 
stained- with the foulest of crimes- His fatheris 
death was reveuged by the perpetual imprison- 
.ment of Isabella, and the public execution of 
her paramour Mortimer. Sent on the conquest 
of Scotland, Edward marched to the north with 
a pro<^gious army, vanquished the Scots in the 
battle of' H al li dounhill, and placed Eldward 
fiahol, his vassal and tfibutary, on the throne'. 



SECT. 


MODERNT HISTORY. 


155 


But the kingdom was as repugnant as ever to 
the rule of Engls^nd, and a favourable oppor- 
tunity was take^ for the renewal of hostilities, 
on the departure of Edward for a foreign enter- 
prise, wliich gave full scope to his ambition. 

5. Oil the death of Charles IV. without male 
issue, the crown of France was claimed by 
Edward III. of England, in right of his mother, 
the sister of Charles, while, in the mean time, 
the throne was occupied by the male heir, Philip 
of Valois [^on the ground of the pretended Salic 
law, which not only Charles himself had once 
disputed out of jealousy of his brother Philip, 
but even Charles of Valois ; the lather of the 
reigning Prince, overlooking the chance it held 
out of the elevation of his own descendants.]] 
Edward, fitted out an immense armament by sea 
and land ; and, obtaining a signal victory over 
the Ffench fleet, landed on the coast of Nor- 
mandy, and, with his son, the Black Prince, ran 
a career of the moat glorious exploits. Philip, 
with 100,000 men, met the English with 30,000, 
and was entirely defeated in the field of Cressy, 
August 26th, 1348. Here the English are said 
for the first time to have used artillery in battle. 
Fire-arms are thus but a recent invention (1340), 
wd bave much contribute to lessen both the 
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slaughter and the frequency of wars. Mr. Hume 
observes, that war is now reduced nearly to a 
matter of calculation. A. nation knows its 
power ; and, when overmatched, either yields to 
its enemies, or secures itself by alliance. But late 
events have given some contradiction to' these 
opinions. Calais, taken by the English, re- 
mained in their possession for 210 years. 

6. The Scots, in the mean time, invading Eng- 
land, were defeated in the battle of Durham, by 
Philippa, the heroic Queen of Edward III., and 
their sovereign David II. led prisoner to Lon- 
don. A truce concluded between Edward and 
Philip was dissolved by the death of the latter, 
■and the succession of his son John,* who took 
the field with 60,000 men against the Black 
Prince, and was defeated by him with .a far 
inferior number in the signal battle of Poicti^irs, 
September 19. 1356. John King of France was 
led in triumph to London, the fellow-prisoner of' 
David, King of Scotland. But England derived 
from these victories nothing but honour. -The 
French continued the war with great vigour 
during the captivity of their sovereign, who died 
in Lrondon, ISbl* j and they obtained a peace by 
the cession to the English of Poictoui St Onge, 
Perigord, , whi^ Edward consented to fe- 
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nounce his claim to the crowa of France. The 
death" of the Black Prince, 1371, a most heroic 
and virtuous cl^aracter, plunged tlie nation In 
grief, and broke the spirits of his father, who did 
not long survive him. . fCharles V. of France 
availed himself of this untimely loss, and Edward’s 
advanced age, to recover for France almost all 
that the lather and son had wrested from .her. 
His policy, though iar from being pure, obtained 
for this monarch the surname of JVise.~\ 

[J. The English constitution ipay b6 said to 
have been considerably advanced during the 
reign of Edward III., particularly in regard to 
the three following grand* securities. First, the 
more compete establishment of the illegality of 
raising money without the consent of the people j 
secoiylly, the necessity of the concurrence c^_ 
the two houses of parliament in any alteration 
of the' law j and, thirdly, the right of the Com- 
mons to enquire into public abuses, and to im- 
peach the King’s counsellors. The statute of 
high treason also passed in this reign was a 
great security both to the government and the 
people.3 

8. Richard II. , succeeded his grandfather, 
1377v at the age of eleven. Charles VI. soon 
Af^r became King of, France at the age of 
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twelve, and both kingdoms suffered from the 
distractions attending a regal minority.' In 
Bngland the contests for power between tlie 
King’s uncles, Lancaster, York, and Gloucester, 
embroiled all public measures ; and the conse- 
quent disorders required a stronger hand to 
compose them than that of the weak and facUe 
Richard. Taking advantage of the King’s ab- 
sence, then engaged in quelling an insurrection 
in Ireland, Henry of Lancaster, [|who had suc- 
ceeded to the title on the death of the King’s 
uncle, being at the time in a state of exile,]] rose 
in open rebellion, and compelled Richard, at his 
return, to resign the ^rown. The parliament 
confirmed his deposition, and he was* soon after 
privately assassinated. Thus began the conten- 
^jjpns between the houses of York and Lancaster. 

j]9. It was during the reign of Richard, that 
WicklLff who had some time before set Itimself 
to expose and censure the corruptions of the 
clergy, put out his English Bible j thereby 
paving the way for the reformation of religion 
not only at home butTibroad. For his writings 
ilavuig been carried over to Bohemia by the at. 
t^idants of Richard’s Queen, (a sister of Weur 
ceslau^, siting of that country,) are justly ^uppo^ed 
tQ.have CDtitributed largely to the movements of 
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John Huss and Jerome of Prague, whose deaths, 
a species of martyrdom in the cause, have been 
already related.! 

XXV. 

ENGLAND AND FRANCE IN THE FIFTEENTH CEN- 
TURY. STATE OF MANNERS. 

1. Henry IV. ascended the throne on the 
deposition of Richard II., 1399, and had im- 
mediately to combat a rebellion raised by the 
Earl of Northumberland, *for placing Mortimer, 
[Earl of March,! the heir of the house of York, 
on the throne. Tlie Scotch and Welsh took part 
with tho rebels, but their united forces were de-i 
feated at Shrewsbury, and their leader, young 
Percy '(Hotspur), killed on the field. A second 
rebellion, headed by the Archbishop of York, 
was quelled by the capital punishment of its 
author. [The support of the clergy being a 
matter of importance to Henry,! the secular arm 
was rigorously extended against the followers of 
Wickliff j and this reign saw the first detestable 
examples of religious persecution. The lifo <3^. 
Henry was imbittered by the youthful disoit^nr'; 
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of -Jliy son the Prince of Wales, who afterwards 
nobly redeemed his character. Henry IV.' died 
at the age of forty-six. 

Henry V. took advantage of the disorders 
of France’, from the temporary insanity of its 
sovereign, Charles VI., and theiactioils struggles 
for power between the Dukes of ' Burgundy and 
Orleans, to invade the kingdom with a large 
army, which a contagious distemper wasted down 
. to a fifth of its numbers ; yet, with this handful 
of resolute and hardy troops, he defeated the 
French army of 60,000, under the Constable 
D* Albert, in the famous battle of Agincourt, in 
which 10,000 of the » enemy were slain, and 
14,000 made prisoners, October 24, f415. Re- 
turning to England to recruit his forces, he 
landed again with an army of 25,000, an(J fought 
his way to Paris. The insane monarch, with 
his court, fled to Ttoye j and Henry pursuing, 
terminated the war by a treaty with the Queen- 
mother, [who had taken the part of the English 
inonarch against her own son,] and the Duke 
of Burgundy, by which it was agreed that he 
should marry Catherine the ^ daughter of 
f^harles VE, and receive the kingdom of France 
as her dowry, which, till the death of her father, 
govera os regent* 
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3 . Mean time the return of Henry to England 
gave the Dauphin hopes of tlie recovery of his 
kingdom. He was victorious in an engagement 
with the English under the Duke of Clarence : 
hut his success was of no longer duratfon than 
the absence of the English sovereign, wlio was 
himself hastening to the period of his triumphs. 
Seized with a mortal distemper, Henry died in 
the d4th year of his age, 1 one of the most 
heroic princes that ever swayed the sceptre of 
England. His brother, the Duke of Bedford, 
was declared Regent of France, and [on the 
death of Charles VI., who survived Hei]ry V. 
but a few months,]] Henry •VI., an infaht nine 
months old, "^was proclaimed King at Paris and 
rat London, 1422. 

4. Charjes VII. recovered France by slow 
degrees ; [beings however, from a natural in- 
dolence ^of character, and Id>fe of pleasure, a 
spectator rather than an actor in the restoration 
of Ills country.] With the aid of a young 
female enthusiast, the Maid of Orleans, whom 
the credulity of the age supposed to be inspired 
by Heaven, l^and, who having declared that she 
would procure her sovereign to be crowned at 
R.heii 9 ^ fulfilled her promise,] he gained several 
important advantages over the Elngli.sh, wbidi , 
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the latter inhumanly, revenged, by burning tins 
heroine as a sorceress. Her death was of equal 
advantage to the French as her life had been. 
The government of the English was universally 
detested; it was a struggle of many years ; but 
at length, in 1450, they were deprived of all 
they had ever possessed in France, except 
Calais and Guignes. Charles, when he had 
restored his kingdom to peace, governed it with 
admirable wisdom .and moderation. [He is said 
to have starved himself to death under an ap- 
prehension of poison, 14Cl, his last days being 
much embittered by the unnatural conduct of 
his son, afterwards Eewis XI. ] 

5. The state of England and of France, the 
two most polished kingdoms in Europe, furnishes 
a good criterion of the condition of society in 
those ages of which we have been treating. 
Even in the larg^cities the houses wese roofed 
with thatch, and had no cliimnies. Glass win- 
dows were extremely rare, and the floors were 
covered vrith straw. In England wine was sold 
only in the shops of the apothecaries, [as a 
cordial .3 Paper made from linen rags was first 
jjRanu&ctured in the beginning of the fifteenth 
centii^ ; and the use of hnen for shirts was, at 
[ti^t tinwj a very rare piece of luxury. Yet it 
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appears, that even before that age the progress 
of li^ury had excited a serious alarm ; for the 
parliament undet,h 2 dward III. found it neces- 
sary to prohibit the use of gold and silver in 
apparel to all who had not a hundred pounds 
a-year ; and Charles VI. of France ordained, 
that nqne should presume to entertain with 
more than two dishes and a mess of soup. 

(^6. It was in the reign of this king that card- 
playing appears to have come into vogue in 
France ; for that cards were known and partially 
introduced much earlier than this, can scarcely 
be denied. It has been conjectured that they 
might have Jieen derived through the Moors 
from the East. This was also the period when 
those extraordinary theatrical exliibitions, the 
Mysteries, or Miracle Plays, as they were called, 
prevailed, in which the most sacred subjects 
were pro*faned, even in the churches, by repre- 
sentations and mummeries, the most absurd and 
disgusting; but which are supposed, nevertheless, 
to have been invented by the priests, that they 
might keep in their own hands the amusement 
and occupation of minds incapacitated for any 
more rational pr refined recreations.3 

7 ?^ Before the reign of Edward I. the whole 
country of England was plundered by robbdfs 
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in great bands, who laid waste entire villages ; 
and some of the household-officers of Heniy III. 
.^xcused themselves for robbing' on the highway, 
liecause the King allowed them no wages. In 
ISOS, the abbot and monks of Westminster 
were indicted for robbing the King’s exchequer, 
but acquitted. The admirable laws of Edward I., 
which acquired him the title of the Englisli 
Justinian, give strong testimony of the miserable 
policy and barbarism of the preceding times. 


XXVI. 

DECLINE AND FALL OF THE GREEK EMPIRE, 

1. In the fourteenth century the Turks 
were proceeding by degrees to encroach oja the 
frontiers of the Greek empire. Th6 Sultan 
Ottoman had fixed the seat of his government 
at Byrsa in Bithynia, and his son Orcan ex- 
tended his sovereignty to the Propontis, and 
obtained in marriage the daughter of tire Em- 
peror John Cantacuzenos. About the middle 
of the century, the Turks, [encouraged by dis- 
sensions in the Grecian court,] crossed over 
ilito Europe, and took Adrianople. The Em- 
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peror John Palaiologus, after meanly soliciting 
aid from the Pope, concluded a humiliating 
treaty with Sultan Amurat, fthe successor of 
Orcan,] and [^having put out the eyes of his 
eldest son,] gave his second as a hostage to 
serve in the Turkish army. 

2. Bajazet, the Qson and] successor of Anni- 
rat, compelled the Emperor to destroy Ins foji: 
of Qalata, and to admit a Turkish judge into 
the city. He prepared now to besiege Constan- 
tinople in form, when he was forced to change 
his purpose, and defend himself against tlie 
victorious Tamerlane. 

3. Timur-bek or Tamerlane, a prince of 
the Usbek Tartars, and descended from Gen- 
giskan, after the conquest of* Persia, anti a great 
part of Lndia and Syria, was invited by the 
Asiatic princes, enemies of Bajazet, to protect 
them against the Ottoman power, which threat- 
ened to overwhelm them. Tamerlane, Hattered 
by this request, imperiously summoned the 
Turk to renounce his conquests ; ii message 
answered with a proud defiance. The armies 
met near Angoria (Ancyra), in Phrygia, and 
Bajazet was totally defeated and made prisoner 
by Tamerlane, 1402. The conqueror made Sa- 
marcand the capital of his empire, and tlie?t 

M 3 
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received the homage of all the princes of the 
East, [[from Manuel the Greek Empefor, and 
'from Henry III. of Castile, who sent embas- 
-sadors to him. 3 Illiterate himself, he Was so- 
licitous for the cultivation of literature and 
science in his dominions ; and Samarcand be- 
came for a while the seat of learning, politeness, 
and the arts, but was destined to relapse, after a 
short period, into its ancient barbarism. 

4. The Turks, after the death of Tamerlane, 
[[in 1406, at a very advanced age,] resumed their 
piu’pose of destroying the empire of the East. 
Amurat II.,, [grandson of Bajazet,] a prince of 
a singular character, had, on the faith of a so- 
lemn treaty with the King of Pofand, devoted 
his days to retirement and study. A violation 
of the treaty, by an attack from the I^oles on his 
dominions, made him quit his solitude. He 
engaged and cut to pieces the Polish ar.Tiy, with 
their perfidious sovereign, and then calmly re- 
turned to his retreat, till a similar crisis of public 
expediency once more brought him into active 
life. He left his dominions to his son Maho- 
met II., sumamed the Great, who resumed the 
pixjject for the destruction' of Constantinople ; 
but its fall was a second time retarded by the 
Necessity in which the Turks -were unexpectedly 
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placed, of defending their oWn dominions against 
a powerful invader. 

5. Scanderberg (John Castriot) Prince of 
Albania, whose territories had been seized by 
Amiirat II., was educated by the Sultan as his 
own child, and, when of age, intrusted with the 
command of an army, which he employed in 
wresting from Amurat his paternal kingdom, 
1443. By great talents and military skill, he 
maintained his independent sovereignty against 
the whole force of the Turkish empire. 

6. Mahomet II., son of the philosophic 
Amurat, [^whom he succeeded 1451,j] a youth 
of twenty-one years of age, [and rare endow- 
ments, though traduced by monkish writers, J 
resumed the plan of extinguishing the empire of 
the Greeks, and making Constantinople the 
capital of the Ottoman power. Its indolent 
inhsjiitants made but a feeble preparation for 
defence, and the powers of Europe looked on 
with the most supine indifference. The Turks 
assailed the city both on the land side and that 
of the sea j and, battering down its walls with 
their capnon, entered sword in hand, and mas- 
sacred all who opposed them. The Emperor 
Constantine ’was slain ; the city [after a siege of 
forty-nine days»3 surrendered j and thus 

M 4 
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finally extinguished the eastern empire of the 
Romans, A.D. 1453, which, from the bifilding 
of Its capital by Constantine the Great, had 
subsisted 1123 years. The imperial edifices 
were preserved from destruction, tlie churches 
converted into mosques j but the exercise of 
their religion was allowed to all the Christians. 
From that time tlie Greek Christians have rcgu- 
larly chosen their own patriarch, whom the 
Sultan instals ; although his authority continues 
to be disjmted by the Latin patriarch, who is 
chosen by the Pope. Mahomet the Great libe- 
rally patronised the arts and sciences ; and to 
compensate for the migration of those learned 
Greeks, who, on the fall of the empire, spread 
themselves over the countries of Europe, invited 
both artists and men of letters to his capital from 
other kingdoms. 

7. The taking of Constantinople was followed 
by the conquest of Greece and Epirus; and 
' Italy might probably have met with a similar 
^ate, but for the fleet of the Venetians who op- 
posed the arms of Mahomet with considerable 
success, and even attacked him in Greece ; but 
the contending powers 9feon after put an end to 
hostilities by a treaty. Mahomet the Great 

-di^ at the age of fifty-one, 14S1, rieaviner bis 
' ^ 
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newly acquired empire to the sway of his son 
Bajaztt II., a mild and comparatively pacific 
prince, 'but who yet began that contest with the 
sovereign of Eg^qit, which in the reign ol’ Selim 
his ‘successor terminated in the subjugation ol' 
that country, 15170 


XXVIl. 

GOVEUNMEN'I AND I’OEICY OK THE TURKISH 

EMRJHE. 

1. .The government oV Turkey is an absolute 
monarchy,” the whole legislative and executive 
authority of the state centering in the Sultan, 
whose power is subject to no constitutional con- 
trol. It is, however, limited in some degree by 

Ik 

religious opinion ; the precepts of the Koran 
inculcating certain duties on the Sovereign, 
which it would be held an impiety to transgress. 
It is yet more strongly limited by the fear of 
dethronement and assassination. Under these 
restraints, the prince can never venture on an 
extreme abuse of power. 

.The spirit of the people is fitted tor a 
subjection bordering on slavery. Concuhij^^e , 
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it 

being agreeable to the law of Mahomet, the 
Grand Seignior, the viziers, are bom of female 
slaves; and there is scarce a subject -of the 
.empire of ingenuous blood by both parents.'^ It 
t» a fundamental maxim of the Turkish policy, 
tliat all the officers of state should be such as 
tthe Sultan can entirely command, and at any 
lime destroy, without danger to himself. 

3. The Grand Vizier is usually intrusted 
with the whole functions of government, and of 
cxiurse subjected to the sole responsibility for all 
public measures. Subordinate to him are six 
viziers of the bench, who are his council and 
assessors in cases of laM% of which he is supreme 
judge. The power of the Grand Vizier is ab- 
solute over all the subjects of the empire ; but 
he cannot put to death a Beglerbeg or a Bashaw 
without the Imperial signature ; nor punish a 
Janizary, unless through the medium ©f his 
military commander. The Beglerbegs are the 
governors of several provinces, the Bashaws of 

> a single province. All dignities in the Turkish 
empire are personal, and dependant on the 
Sovereign’s pleasure. 

4. The revenues of th^^Grand Seignior arise 
•from taxes and customs laid on the subject, 

tributes paid by the Tartars, stated gitU 
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from the governors of the provinces, and, above 
all, the confiscations of estates, from the Viziers 
and Bashaws downwards, to ^e lowest subjects 
of the empire. * The certain and fixed revenues 
of ihe Sovereign are small in comparison to those 
which are arbitrary ; and his absolute power en- 
ables him to execute great projects at a small 
expense. 


XXVIll. 

FRANCE AND ITALY IN THE END OF THE FIFTEENTH 
CENTVRY. 

1. There was scarcely any vestige now re- 
mainigg in France of the ancient feudal govern- 
ment. The only subsisting fiefs were Burgundy 
and Brittany. Charles the Bold, Duke of Bur- 
gundy, [whose dominions, acquired by marriage 
or purchase, extended from the frontiers of Pro- 
vence to the German ocean, and who expected 
the kingly title to be conferred on him, with the 
consent of the Emperor,] sought to increase 
his territories by tlie congest of Switzerland 
and Lorraine, but wa^defeated by the Swiss, 
and killed in battle; and as he left wi^^sdn. 



17 '^ 


MODERN HISTORV. 


PART ir 


JLewLs XI. o/ France took possession of Bfir- 
gundyas a mal&def, 1447- The Duke’s daughter 
married Maximilian, son of the Emperor Fre- 
deric III., who, by this marria^, acquired ‘the 
sovereignty of the Netherlands. 

2. The acquisition of Burgundy, and of Pro- 
vence, which was bequeathed to France by the 
Count de la Marche, increased very greatly the 
power of the crown ; which was still farther in- 
creased shortly after by the acquisition of Brit- 
tany.] Lewis XI., an odious compound of vice, 
cruelty, and superstition, and a tyrant to his 
people, was yet the author of many wise and ex- 
cellent regulations of public policy. The bar- 
barity of the public executions in his reign is be- 
yond all belief ; yet the wisdom of his laws, the 
encouragement he gave to commerce, .the re- 
straints he imposed on the oppressions of the 
nobihty, and the attention he bestowed ifi re- 
gulating the courts of justice, must ever be men- 
tioned to his honour. 

' S. The Count de la Marche, besides the be- 
quest of Provence to Lewis XI., left him hjs 
empty title of Sovereign of the Two Sicilies. 
Lewis was satisfied '^ith^e substantial gift ; but 
his son Charles Vlll.^was dazzled with the 
sha^pw. In the beginning of his reign he pro- 
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jected the conquest of Naples, and embarked in 
the efiterprise with the most improvident pre- 
cipitancy. 

The dismi^mbered state of Italy was fa- 
vourable to his views. The Popedom, during 
the transference of its seat to Avignon, had 
lost many of its territories. Mantua, Modena, 
and Ferrara, had their independent sovereigns. 
Piedmont belonged to the Duke of Savoy; Ge- 
noa and Milan to tlie family of Sfbrza. Florence, 
under the Medici, had attained to a very high 
pitch of splendour. QThis remarkable family had 
in the interval of time between the years 14<21 
and 149^2] cinployed, [tlftough three successive 
generations, 3 a vast fortune acquired by com- 
merce in the improvement of their country, in 
acts of jmblic munificence, and in the cultivation 
of the sciences and elegant arts. [Giovanni, 
Cosmo, and Lorenzo, had in particular so ingra- 
tiated themselves with the people as to obtain, 
with ease,j tllE chief authority in their native 
state; [and it must be acknowledged that, under 
their rule and government, Florence and its de- 
pendencies prospered beyond every thing before 
known, terminating in notl^ngdess than tlie 
improvement of the whole of western Europe, 
not only by what has been reasonably deuqjni- 
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■ nated the re^oration of learning, but by that 
attention to the security of the several stales of 
Europe, from any preponderating or overwhelm- . 
ing force, as tended to keep in view a balance of 
power, through the appointment of accredited 
ministers, reciprocally, amongst all the states of 
Europe, to take account, and give timely in- 
formation, of any movements at all tending to 
disturb the general tranquillity.^ Peter de Me- 
dici, the great grandson [of Cosmo, and son of 
Lorenzo, who died 1492,]] ruled in Florence at 
the period of the expedition of Charles VIII. 
into Italy. 

■ 5 . The Papacy was ‘enjoyed at this time by 
Alexander VI., a monster of wickedness. The 
Pope and the Duke of Milan, who had invited 
Charles to this enterprise, immediately betrayed 
him, and joined the interest of the King of Na- 
ples. Charles, after besieging the Pope in Rome, 
apd forcing him to submission, devoutly kissed 
his feet. He now marched ag*ainat Naples, 
while its timid Prince, Alphonso, fled to Sicily, 
and his son Ferdinand to the Isle of Ischia, 
after absolving his subjects from their allegiance. 
Charles entered bf^pl^s in triumph, and was 
hailed Emperor and Augustus: but he lost his 
n^jH^gddm ih almost as short a time as. he bad 
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gained it. A league was formed against France 
betw^ the Pope, the Emperor Maximilian, 
Ferdinand of Arragon, Isabella of Castde, and 
the Venetians ; hnd on the return of Charles to 
France, the troops he had left to guard his con- 
quest were entirely driven out of Italy, [he him- 
self indeed accomplishing his retreat with no 
small danger.] 

a. It has been remarked, that from the decisive 
effect of this confederacy against Charles VIIL 
the sovereigns of Europe derived an useful 
lesson of policy, and first adopted the idea of 
preserving a balance of power, by that tacit 
league which is understood to be always sub- 
sisting, for the prevention of the inordinate ag- 
grandisement of any particular state. [A lesson 

they had, derived from Lorenzo de Medici, as 

• 

has been before shown.] 

7 . Charles VIIL died at the age of twenty- 
eight, 1498 ; nnd, leaving no children, the Duke 
of Orleans succeeded to the throne of France, by 
die title of Lewis XII. 
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XXIX. 

HISTORY OF SPAIN IN THE FOURTEENTH AND 
FIFTEENTH CENTURIES. 

1. We go back a little to the middle of the 
fourteenth century, to trace the history of Spain. 
Peter of Castile, surnamed the Cruel, (for no 
other reason than that he employed severe means 
to support his just rights,) had to contend against 
a bastard brother, Hertry of Transtamarre, who, 
with the aid of a French banditti, called Malan- 
drins, led by Bertrand du Gueschn, [one of the 
most extraordinary characters of the agQe(j strove 
to dispossess him of his kingdom. Peter was 
aided by Edward the Black Prince, then So- 
vereign ofGuienne, who defeated Transtamarre, 
and took Bertrand prisoner ; but, on the, return 
of the Prince to England, [Bertrand du Guesclin' 
having obtained his' liberty by ransom,] Peter 
w^-a^acked by his former enemies, and [in the 
neighbourhood of Toledo] entirely defeated. 
Unable’ to festrmn his '"rage in the first interview 
Tran^amarre, the latter pat him to <^ath 
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with tus own hMd, 1^ j and thus this usurper 
secured’ for hin^lf and his posterity the throne 
of Castile. 


2, i'tie weakness and debauchery of one of 
his descendants, Henry IV. of Castile, [who be- 
gan his reign in 14^4,3 occasioned a revolution- 
in the kingdom. The m^ority of the nation 
rose in rebellion ; the assembly of the nobles 
solemnly deposed their King, and, on tlie al- 
leged ground of his daughter Johanna being a 
bastard, compiled him to settle the crown on 
his sister Isabella; [In vain did the unhappy 
King assert the legitimacy of his daughter, by 
a scdemn^oath on his death-bed : the opposite 
party prevailed 5 and the unfortunate Princess, 
whom the King of Portugal sought in marriage, 
was obliged to spend the remainder of her^days • 
in a- tnonastery.3 They next brought about' a 
marriagsetb^ween Isabella and Ferdinand of Ar- 


ragouj which umfed the monarchies of Arragbii' 
and.- Castile. ^ After a ruinous civil war*,’ thailet 
finrffly completed by the 

1474 ', the' 
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state of great disorder, ^troin the Jawless de- 
pijedaBojis of the nobles and their- vasSals. It 
: the" first object of the- new soverei^s to re- 
press these enormities, by Subjecting fhe of- 
"fenders to the utmost rigour of the law, enforced 
by the sword. Holy Brotherhood was . in- 

stituted for the discovery and punishment of 
crimes j and the Inquisition, (see supra. Sect. 
X'lX. § 3.) under .the pretext of extirpati^ 
heresy ^and impiety aflforded the most detestaMe 
examples of sanguinary persecution. 

4. The Moorish kingdom of Granada* a most 
splendid monarchy, but at that time weakened 
by faction, and a prey to civil war,joffered a 
tempting object to ihe ambition ‘bf Ferdinand 
and Isabella, Alboacen, was at war with his 
nephew Almabdeli, who wanted to dethrone 
ffimif^and It’erdinand aidkl Aboabdeli, in the 


view ^bf lining both j for no woner'’was the 
?ia^er in po^Se^ion .of the Cfrown ’by tbejdeath bf 
than Ferd^nabd im^aded bis;jdly w|eh 
A^ragon atfd €^^e: 
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were suffered iita ei^ uriilBilestea^; their ian«s 
and their religi^. ,Thu» en^ the ddmmwn 

of the A^oors in Spain^? which suhsisfed-for 
800 years. 


5. J'erdinand, from that period, took thd, title 
of King of Spain. In 1492,«ie expelled thfe 
Jews from his dominions, on the absurd ground 
that they kept in their hands the commerce jOf^ 
kingdom; and Spain. thus lost above.150,000 
of the most industrious of her inhabitant^. * The 
exiles spread therhselves over the other king- 
doms ofrEurope, and were often the victims of a 


persecution equally inhuman. It would, appear 
that Spaip has feft, even t& the’ present times, 
the effects o/this folly, in the slow progress of 
the arts, and that deplorable inactivity which^is 
the cliaract^ristic of her people. Even the dis- 
cover)^ of the New World, which happened, at 
this veryperiod, apd whi^h stimulated, the spirit 
of enterpi^ add Shthe peigh^i 

mg kmgd^s, i)r|iduced>ut a‘ferible."im^rea|^ 
on j^^^n^P^^hich nught ip 
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-spAn>r> Aii^ itai-t, in the end op the 

■‘NIPTEBKTH ANp-HEGTNHING OF THE SIXTEENTH 
*-C:|NTURY. 


^ 5 1^<Lewi 8 Xni, :‘.eageriy bent Dn vindicating 
hii'^ht to -Naples [[and anxious to be’ divorced 
fi^tn fiis^wifesk the sister of Charles VMI., that 
he might marp^ his widow, Anne of Brittany,] 
■coti^ the interest of Pope Alexander VI., who 
Ms aid,^ on the condi^on that ; liis 
son^' CiesacBprgia, should receive from 


jLetmAbe^^chyiof, Valenti nods, with the King 
■^vartel’s Bii^ fe' rhsF^^ ([though at that 
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for Alexander y I. Fe^|nand judging it «" 

be^r policy to, share Italy h^^een themselves, 
united their interest to strip^ iSewis his new 
territories. The Sp^iirds, under Gohsalyo de 
Cpjdpva, [the Grea^ Capiairit as he was ^tled,^ 
defeated the French under thdDuke de Netdour^ 
[a descend^'t of Clovis,] and the Chevalier 
Bayard ; and Lewis irrecoverably lost' his ,i^!me 
(jl’the kingdom of Naples ; [Frederic of Arr^fon, 
the depoged King, becoming. his pensioner,; by 
taking, refuge in l^rance, rather than trust him- 
self in *e hands of his relation, th€ tr^cherous 
Ferdinartd.] 

History relates with horror the' crimes ,of 
^ Pope Alexai^er VI. and his Son Cassar Boigia ; 
tlieir murders, robberies, profanations, inc^^lts. 
They compassed their .ends in attaining dve^ 
object of their ambition, but with the universal 
abhorrence of mankind, and ^ally met with an 
aniple netributkm^for i^ir crimes. The Ffljte 
di^Tiy poitoh, prepared, asiiwas alieg«^|^y 
fetosplfi^Jiin enemy i and Bor^^' 
aB^»>fflwSCTii>ris by Pope Jifc lEflS 


. Vi 


, we eUi 



le'en 
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the 'Emperor," the Kings of France and 
Spain, the Duke of Savdjr, and King of Hun- 

Venice, and divid- 
ing* l^er territories amopg the confed'erates. 
They accomphshed in part their design ; and 
Venice was on the verge of annihilation, when 
the Pope changed his politics; and having made 
the French subservient to his views of plunder- 
ing the Venetians, now; formed a new league 
with them, and the Germans and Spaniards, to 
expel the French from Italy, and appropriate all 
their conquests. The Swiss and the English 
co-operated in^this design. The French made a 
brave resistance under their celebrated Generals 
Bayard and Gaston de, Foix, but were finally 
oy^powered. Lewfs was compelled to evacuate 
Italy : Ferdinand, with the- aid of Henry V|II. 
of Ec^land, stripped him of Navarre, and/oreOd 
him to purchase a peace. He ^ed fh 1515 ; 
and, though unfortunate In his miUtaty enter- 
prise^ from the superior abilities of his rivals. 
Pope dulius and FOrdinand, was justly^teemOd 
h'w.sulqecfsfar the wisdom and,bqi3ly of %is 
"l^vemment.l - ' " -y' . Vj 

. ciharacter' of Pope ■ «It^U 3 was v^y 

repiii^KabiOi not only as a politician, a 

solder.;*' in his J^t cohf^ts'iwj^ tbe -JFreftch 
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,he headed his troops, at the advanced age of 
seventy, was seen, at the siege of Mirandola, tb 
mount the trenches with his Iielmet on, to visit 
the works, to prefes the engineers, and at length 
victoriously to enter the breach. 3 


XXXI. 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND FROM THE MIDDLE OP 
THE FIFTEENTH TO THE BEGINNING OF ’ THE 

SIXTEENTH CENTURY. CIVIL WARS, OF YORK 

AND LANCASTER. 

1. We have seen France recovered from the 
English in the early part of |he reign of Henr^VI- 
by the talents and prowess of Charles VII. ^and 
his Generals. 3 During the minority of Henry, ' 
who was a prince of no capacity, England was 
embroiled by the faction^ contention for power 
between his uncles, the Duke of Gloucester and 
the Cardinal of Winchester- The latter, to 
promote , 3 iis own views of ambition, matried 
Henr^ to Margaret of Anjou, daughter of Regnier 
the titular ; King of Naples, a woman of great 
mental endpwihents and singular heroism of cha- 
-hot ydipse severity in the persecution Qf 
^ N 4 ' 
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tfie. Xing’s unci^iivhote ., untimely deatli -was 
<3^% imputed tonher,3 aliepated a grfeat part 

tfy noblea from their elJegiance, and in. 

crewed the. partisans of a rival Claimant of the 
crown* 


‘S. ^This was Richard Duke of York, descended 
by his mother from Lionel second §oo of Ed- 
ward III., ancTelder brother to John of Gaunt, 
the progenitor of Henry VI. The White Rose 
disti^uished the faction of York, as the Red 
that *o^ Lancaster. The part^ of York gained 
:much strength frc«n the incapacity of Heniy 
rwho was subject to hts of lunacy ^ [and from 
Jhe removal of Suffolk, the prime minister and 
avourxte of the Qu«n, who being impeached 
^in parliament, was banished to Trance.^ Richard 
was appointed Lieutenant and Protector of the 
Jiingdom. The authority of Henry whs noi^ 
;annihUated but Margaret roused her husband, 
an interval of sanity, to assert bis right} and 
^the nation Vas divided in arms betj^n the 
parties. In the battle of Su Ailfa^ SGOO 
thb Lancastrians were abnn, aijd the Kihg, 
wpunded in the neck wit^ -ah arrow-T 
prisoner, by the JJidtfe of 
^S2d Mey, it 
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cotifirteed the authority of the Protector, main- 
jtaineaite allowance to the Kipg. 

S; The spirit 0 $. the Qiie<^ reanimated the 
royal patrty : [^she not oWy raised an ann|r, but 
in. the absence of the King headed it herself;] 
and the Lancastrians gained such advsuitage, 
that tile Duke of York Hed to Ireland, while his 
cause was, secretly, maintained in England by 
Guy Earl of Warwick. In the battle of Nor- 
thampton the party of York again prevailed; 
and Henry once more was brought prisoner to 
London, while his dauntless Queen, [\^o had 
fought by his side during the heat of" the en- 
gagement. Instill nobly exerted herself to retrieve 
liis fortunes. York now claimed the crown in 
Open parliament, but pretailed only to haye his 
right of succession ascertained on Henry’s death, 
to the exclusion of the royal issue. 

A 

4. Tn^he next battle the Duke of York [and 
his second son, the Earl of Rutland,] were slain, 
and their party defeated; but his successor 
Edwai^ 1 supported by Wai]|rick, Avenged this 
disaster, hy a signal victory, ttear Toutofe, in 
Yoifohife,: ^46l, in which 40,000" of the Lan- 
castrians 'were idain. York was' proclairorii 
by the tide of Edwaid IV., while Miuv 
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garet* with her dethroned husband and infant 
Bon,^ed to Handers. 

5 . Edward, who’^wed his crown to WanVick, 
was i^gratefiil to his henefElcfor ; and the im- 
prudence and injustice of his conduct forced 
that nobleman at length to take part with the 
faction of Eancastcr. The consequence was, 
that, after spme struggles, Edward was deposed, 
and Henry VI. once more restored to the throne 
by the hands of Warwicll, now known by the 
epithet of The King-maker. But this change 
was of no duration ; the party of York ulti- 
mately prevailed ; the Lancastrians were de- 
feated in the battle ^of Barnet, and the brave 
■Warwick slain in the engagement, 1472. 

6. The intrepid Margaret, wliose ^irit was 
superior to every change of fortune,* prepared 
to. strike a last blow for the crown of England 
.in the battle of Tewkesbury. Tlie eyent was- 
, fatal to her hopes : victory decla/ed for^dward. 
|Mar^ret was sent prisoner- to the Tower of 
Jtondbn ; a^ the^ Prince her son, a youth of 
^igh*spirit, wh^m Vrought into the presence bf 
'l^ c^gueror, having nobly dared to justify his 
Aerp&e to thl^face of his riv^, was barhar- 
oiisly'^d^ed by AV Dukes of Gibuce^bf attd 
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put to death in the Tower. The heroic Maj-- 
garet^i’ ransomed Lewis XI., died in France, 
1482, [[having undoubtedly^ done as much as 
she could do as "Queen, a wife, and a mother, 
to dispel the odium incurred at the comfiience- 
ment of her reign, by tlie vindictive proceedings 
against her enemies, which we had occasion to 
Iiotice.] 

7 . Edward IV., thus secured on the throne 
by the death of all j|is competitors, abandoned 
himself without reserve to the indulgence of a 
vicious and tyrannical nature. He put fo death, 
on the most frivolous pretence, his 'brother 
Clarence ; and, preparing to gratify his subjects 
by a war \^ith France, he died suddenly, in the 
forty-second year of his age, poisoned, as was 
suspecte^ by his brother, Richard Duke of 
Gloucester, 1483. 

S. ^Edward left two sons, the elder, Ed- 
ward Vf, a boy of thirteen ye^s of age. Richard 
Duke of Gloucester, named Protector rin the 
minority of his nephew, hired, d>y means of 
Buckingham, a mob of the* dregs of the popu-. 
lace to declare their wish for assumption of 
the crown. He yielded, witl^ affected reluct- 
,?»nce, to this voice of th^ nation, and w^ pro- 
^i^m^ ^in^I^ the title of Richard III., 
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He -had indeed taken steps to assert his un- 
doubted rig^t to the crown conferred on him, 
by procuring a Bill to be passed by the Parlia- 
ment, bastardising the issue of his brother, ' and* 
thereby rendering the p^ple the more iridif- 
ferent about their fate.] Edward V., (after a 
Teign of t^i '0 months,) together with his brother 
the Duke of York, were, by commaxid of the 
usurper, smothered while asleep, and privately 
buried in the Tower. 

9. These atrocious crimes found an avenger 
in Henry Earl of Richmond, the surviving heir 
of the house of Lancaster, who, aided by 
Charles VIII. of Frafice, landed in England, 
and revived the spirits of a part}’^ almost extin- 
guished in the kingdom. He gave Rattle to 
Richard in the field of Bosworth, and entirely 
defeated the army of the usurper, who was 
slain while fighting with the most desperate 
j-courage, August 22. 1485. The erown*^e wore 
in the engagement, [^artfully uasinuating thereby 
‘that he was contending against a rebel,] was im- 
mediately placed on tbe head of the conqueror. 

to tbe civil wars 

of Y^jt-^dLartcaatef. ’ Hetny VlL united the 
both femiHes by; his ttiarriage with 

IV. 
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10. The rei^ of Henry VII. was of twenty- 
four years’ duration ; and, under his^ wise and 
politic government, the kingdom recovered all 
the wounds it had sustained in those unhappy 
contests. Industry, good order, and ^jerfect 
subordination, were the fruit of the excellent 
laws passed in this reign ; though the temper of 
the Sovereign was despotic, and his avarice in 
the latter part of his reign prompted to the 
most oppressive exactions. 

11. The government of Henry was disturbed 
by two very singular enterprises ; the attempt of 
Lambert Simnel, the son of a baker, to counter- 
feit the person of the Earl of Warwick, son of 
the Duke "of Clarence ; and the similar attempt 
of Perldn Warbeck, son of a Flemish Jew, to 

cdunterfeit the Duke of York, who had been 

* 

smothered in the tower by Richard III. ‘Both 
impoators found considerable support, but were 
finally defeated. Simnel, after being crowned 
at Dublin. King of England and Ireland, ’“ended 
his days in a menial office of Henry’s hous^old. 
jPerkin, . for five ye^s, supported his cause by 
jforce, ot anns, , [^(%untenan<^d ^y the King of 
^pahce»J.a^ aided by a gref^ proportion of the 
J^ngliA. pobi^ty } [ji^knp|jf)le£^ed ev’en by .tJ^e 
of Bur^mdy, sister. of Edward 
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her ^lephew, and married t, 0 ‘ a TPrincess of the 
house of^York.] . Overpowered at length, he 
surrendered to Henry, who condemned him tfe 
perpetual imprisonment j but his ambitious Spirit 
meditating a new insurrection, he was put to 
■death as a traitor. Henry VII. died 1509, in 
the fifty-third year of his age, and twenty-fourth 
of his reign. 


XXXII. 

HISTORY OV SCOTLAND FROM THE MIDDLE OF 
THE FOURTEENTH ^ENTURY TO THE END OF 
THE REIGN. OF JAMES V. 


1. In no country of Eui-ope had tjie feudal 
aristocracy attained to a greater height than in 
Scotland. The power of the greater barons, 
while it rendered them independent, and often 
the rivals of their sovereign, was a perpetual 
aiburce of turbulence and disorder in the king- 
dom. It was therefore a constant policy of thd, 
Scottuh kings to humble tb^ nobles* and bre^f 
theirrfectious combinations. .Robert I. attempted 
to fet^iich the vast territorial possessions pf hiff 
barons, ; by requiring every landhpIder .to.pwM: 
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duce the titles of his estat^ ; but was resolutely 
answered, that the sword was their charter of 
possession. 

2. On the death of Robert, in 1329, and 
during the minority of his son David, Sdward 
Baliol, the son of John formerly King of Scot- 
land, with the aid of Edward III. of England, 
and supported by many of the factious barons, 

. invaded tlie kingdom, and was crowned at Scone, 
while the young David was conveyed for secu- 
rity to France. The mean dependence of Ba- 
liol on the English monarch deprived him of the 
affections of the people. Robert the Steward 
of Scotland, Randolph arid Douglas, supported 
the Brucian interest, and, assisted by the French, 
restored David to his throne j a Prince destined 
to sustain many reverses of fortune ; for, in a 
subsequent inv asion of the English territory by 
the Soots, David was taken-prisoner in the battle^ 
of Durham, and conveyed to London. He re- 
mained for eleven years in captivity, and wit- 
nessed the similar fate of a brother-monarch, 
John King of France, taken prisoner by the 
Black Prince in tlfe battle of Poictiers. David 
was ransomed by his . subjects, and restored to 
hiSidngdom in 1S57 j and he ended a turbulent 
rei|fn in 1370-1. The crown passed at hU de- 
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raise to his nephew Robert, >tl)e High Steward 
of Scotland, in virtue of a destination made by 
Robert I. with consent of the states. • 

S. The reign of Robert 11.^ which was of 
twenty years’ duratipn, was spent in a series of 
liostilities between the Scots and English, pro- 
ductive of no material consequence to either 
kingdom ; and the weak and indolent disposition 
of his successor, Robert III., who found himself , 
unequal to the contest with his factious nobles, 
prompted him to resign the government to his 
brother the Duke of Albany. This ambitious 
man formed the design of usurping the throne 
by the murder of hisf nephews, the sons of Ro- 
bert. The elder, Rothsay, a Prince o‘f high spirit, 
was imprisoned, on pretence of treasonable de- 
signs, and starved to death. The^ younger, 
James, escaped a similar fate which was intended 
^fbr him ; but, on his passage to France, whither 
he was sent for safety by his father, lie was taken 
by, an English sliip of war and brought prisoner 
to London. The weak Robert eqnk under these 
njisfortunes, and diad» after ^a reign of fif- 

teo® years. 

James I., a Prince of great natural, endow- 
ments, profited by a captivity of eighteen year? 
at the court of -En^and, in adorning hia mind 
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with every valuable accomplishment ; [^as well 
as in carefully marking and observing those dif- 
f^ences in tlie governments, laws, and customs 
of the two countries, which might enable him 
to introduce and promote such changes on his 
return to Scotland, as should decidedly ame- 
liorate the condition of his native kingdom. J 
At his return, (^therefore, in 142S,J to his king- 
dom, w'hicli in his absence had been weakly 
governed by the Regent Albany, and suffered 
under all the disorders of anarchy, he bent 
his whole attention to the improvement and 
civilisation of his people, by the enactment of 
many excellent laws, enforced with a resolute 
authority. **The factions of the nobles, their 
dangerous combinations, and their domineering 
tyranny ov^r their dependents, the great sources 
of the people’s miseries, were firmly restrained, 
and most severely punished. But these whole- 
some innovations, while they procured to James 
the affections of the nation at large, excited the 
odium of the nobility, and gave birth to a con- 
spiracy, headed by the Earl of Athole, the King’s 
uncle, which terminated in the murder of this 
excellent Prince, in the 44th year of his age, 

A, jy. 1437. 

VOI,. II. 
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His son, James II., inherited a consider- 
able portion of the talents of his father ; and, 
in the like purpose of restraining the inordinate 
power of his nobles, pursued the same maxims of 
government, which an impetuous temper prompt- 
ed him, in some instances, to carry to the most 
blamable excess j [having an example set him by 
Crichton, the minister of his father.^ The Earl 
of Douglas, trustingto a powerful vassalage, had 
assumed an authority above the laws, and a state 
and splendour rival to those of his sovereign. 
He was seized, and, without accusation or trial, 
beheaded. His successor imprudently running 
tlie same career, and* boldly justifying, in a con- 
ference, his rebellious practices, w'as*put to death 
by the King’s own hand. Thus were the fac- 
tions of the nobles quelled by a barb^ous rigour 
of authority. To his people James was bene- 
ficent and humane, and his laws contributed ma- 
terially to their civilisation and prosperity, [as 
well as to the advancement of the kingly au- 
thority.j He was killed in the 3<)th year of his 
age, by the bursting of a cannon, in besieging the 
eastlq ofRoxburgh, A. D. 1460* 

6* I^s son, James III., without the talents 
of his predecessors, affected to tread in the same 
steps. To humble his nobles, he bestowbd his 
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confidence on mean favourites ; an insult which 

/ 

the former avenged by rebellion. HLs brothers 
Albany and Mar, aided by Edward IV. of Eng- 
land, [^to whom the former is recorded to have 
bound himself in promises and engagements 
derogatory to his honour, as well as to the inde- 
pendence of his country, 3 attempted a revolu- 
tion in the kingdom, which was frustrated only 
by the death of Edward. In a second rebellion, 
the confederate nobles forced the Prince of Roth- 
say, eldest son of James, [then only fifteen years 
of age,] to appear in arms against his father. 
In an engagement near Baynockburn the rebels 
were successful, and the King was slain, in the 
35th year of his age, 1488. 

7. James IV., a great and most accomplished 
Prince, whbse talents were equalled by his vir- 
tues, jtvhile his measures of government were dic- 
tated b5^ a true spirit of patriotism, won by a 
well-placed confidence the affections of his no- 
bility. In his marriage with Margaret, the 
daughter of Henry VII. of England, both so- 
vereigns wisely sought a bond of amity between 
the kingdoms j but this purpose was frustrated 
in the succeeding reign of Henry VIII. The 
high spirit of the rival monarchs was easily in- 
flamed by trifling causes of offence j and France, 


o Q 
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then at war with England, courted the aid of her 
ancient ally. James invaded England with a pow- 
erful army, which he wished to lead to imme- 
diMe action; but the prudent delays of Surrey, 
the English General, wasted and weakened his 
force ; and in the fatal battle of Flodden the 
Scots were defeated with prodigious slaughter. 
The gallant James perished in the fight, and 
with him almost the whole of the Scottish nobles, 
A. D. 1513. 

8. Under the long minority of his son James V., 
an infant at the time of his father’s death, the 
kingdom was feebly ruled by his uncle Albany. 
The aristocracy began to resume^ its ancient 
spirit of independence, whicli was ill brooked by 
a Prince of a proud and uncontrollable mind, 
who felt the keenest jealousy of a high prero- 
gative. With a systematic policy, he employed 
the church to abase the nobility, [^possessing, as 
he did, the sole right of nomination to vacant 
bishoprics and abbeys, "which alone gave him 
great power with the clergy, he was careful toj 
confer all the principal offices of state on able 
ecclesiastics. The Cardinal Beaton, (^a man of 
superior talents, 3 co-operated with ^reat zeal in 
the designs of his master, and under him ruled 
*the kingdom. 
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9. Henry VIII., embroiled with the Papacy, 
sought an alliance with the King of Scots ; but 
[though Henry had come as far as York, to 
hold an interview with his nephew, by appoint- 
ment,] the ecclesiastical counsellors of the latter, 
[for obvious reasons,] defeated this beneficial 
purpose. A war was thus jjrovoked, and James 
was reluctantly compelled to court those nobles 
whom it had been hitlierto his darling object to 
humiliate. They now determined on a dis- 
graceful revenge. In an attack on the Scottish 
border the English were repelled, and an oppor- 
tunity offered to the Scotj of cutting off their 
retreat. Tlje King gave his orders to that end, 
but his barons obstinately refused to advance 
beyond the frontier. One measure more was 
wanting to* drive their Sovereign to despair. In 
a subsequent engagement with the English, 
10,000* of the Scots deliberately surrendered 
themselves prisoners to 500 of the enemy. The 
high spirit of Jarhes sunk under 'his contending 
passions ; and he died of a broken heart, in the 
33d year of his age, a few days after the birth 
of a daughter, fby his queen, Mary of Guise, of 
the house of Lorraine in France,] yet more 
unfortunate than her father, Mary Queen of 
Scots, A, D. 154^^2. 


o 3 
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XXXIII. 

ON THE ANCIENT CONSTITUTION OF THE SCOT- 
TISH GOVERNMENT. 

1. We have seen it a constant policy with the 
Scottish kings to abase the power of their nobles, 
and this struggle we have observed to have been 
the source of much misery and bloodshed ; but 
the policy was necessary, from the dangerous 
ambition and lawless tyranny of those nobles, 
who frequently aimed at overturning the throne, 
and exercised the severest oppression on all 
their dependents. The interests, therefore, ■ of 
the people, no less than the security of the 
prince, demanded the repression of this over- 
bearing and destructive power. The aristocracy 
was, however, preserved, no less by its pwn 
strength than by the concurrence of circum- 
stances, and chiefly by the violent and unhappy 
fate of the sovereigns. Mean time, although the 
measures they pursued were not successful, their 
consequ^ces were beneficial. They restrained, 
if they did not destroy, the spirit of feudal op- 
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pression, and gave birth to order, wise laws, and 
a more tranquil administration of government, 

2. The legislative power, though nominally 
resident in the Parliament, was virtually in tlie 
Kingj who, by [an extraordinary] influence, 
[considering the circumstances in which he stood 
with thd aristocracy,] entirely controlled its pro- 
ceedings. The Parliament consisted of three 
estates, the nobles, the dignified clergy, and the 
lesser barons, the representatives of the towns 
and shires [first admitted as such by Robert 
Bruce, 132(3.] The disposal of benefices gave 
the crown the entire coinmand of the church- 
men, who ejjualled the nobles in number ; and 
at least a majority of the commons were the 
dependents of the Sovereign., [None of these, 
indeed, attended so much on the ground of 
privilege as service. They were as vassals at 
the codrt of a superior, attending mofe for form’s 
sake than as a regular legislative or deliberative 
-body ; and, ther«fore, paying little regard to their 
own importance, nr giving themselves the trouble 
of questioning too closely the motives or the 
merits of the measures, laws, or regulations sub- 
mitted to thpm ; for if they disliked them, they 
looked to other means of eluding or resisting 
them, and asseiting their independence. The 

o 4 
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chief business was done by] a committee, termed 
the Lords of the Articles, who prepared every 
measure tliat was to come before the Parliament, 
and these, by the mode of their ‘election, were in 
effect nominated by the King. It is to the 
credit of the Scottisli princes, that there are few 
instances of their abusing an authority so ex- 
tensive as that which they constitutionally en- 
joyed. 

3, The King had anciently the supreme juri§- 
diction in all causes, civil and criminal, which 
he generally exercised thrbugh the medium of 
his privy council; but in 14-25 James I. insti- 
tuted the Court of Session, consistinij of the 
Chancellor and certain judges chosen from the 
three estates. This Court was new modelled by 
James V., and its jurisdiction limited to civil 
causes, the cognisance of crimes being fom- 
mitted to the Justiciary. The Cliancellwr was 
the highest officer of the crown, and president 
of the Parliament. To the (^hamberlain be- 
longed the care of the finances and the public 
police ; to the High Steward the charge of the 
King^s household : the Constable regulated all 
matters of military arrangement ^ and the 
Marshal was the King’s lieutenant, and master 
of the horse'. 
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4. The revenue of the Sovereign consisted of 
his domain, which was extensive, of the feudal 
casualties and forfeitures, the profits of the 
wardships of hiS vassals, the rents of vacant 
benefices, the pecuniary fines for offences, and 
the aids or presents occasionally given by the 
subject ; a revenue at all times sufficient for the 
purposes of government, and tlie support of the 
chgnity of the crown. 

5 . The political principles which regulated 
the conduct of the Scots towards other nations 
were obvious and simple. It had ever been an 
object of ambition to England to acquire the 
sovereignty of her sister-kingdom, who was con- 
stantly on her guard against this design of her 
more potent neighbour. It was the wisest policy 
for Scotland to attach herself to France, the 
natural enemy of England ; an alliance reci- 
procally courted from similar motives. In those 
days this attachment was justly esteemed pa- 
tiiotic j Wilde tlie Scots, who were the partisans 
of England, were with equal justice regarded as 
traitors to tlieir countiy. In the period of which 
we now treat, it was a settled policy of the 
English sovereigns to have a secret faction in 
their pay in Scotland, for tlie purpose of divid- 
ing, and thus enslaving, the nation ; and to this 
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source ail the subsequent disorders of the latter 
kingdom are to be attributed. 


XXXIV. 

A VIEW OF THE PROGRESS OF LITERATURE AND 
SCIENCE IN EUROPE ; 

FROM THE REVIVAL OF LETTERS DOWN TO THE 
END OF THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY. 

1. The first restorers of learning in Europe 
were the Arabians, who, in the course of their 
Asiatic conquests, becoming acquainted with 
some of the ancient Greek authors, discovered 
and justly appreciated the knowledge and^ im- 
provement to be derived from them. ’ The 
caliphs procured from the eastern emperors copies 
of the ancient manuscripts, and had them care- 
fully translated into Arabic ; esteeming prin- 
cipally, f if not exclusively,^ those which treated 

of mathematics, physics, an3 metaphysics ; [^all 

♦ 

the other branches of Grecian literature they 
seem to have totally neglected ; not even 
Homer having found an Arabian translator, nor 
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any Grecian poet, orator, or historian, except 
Plutarch.] They disseminated their knowledge, 
[however, such as it was,] in the course of their 
conquests, and founded schools and colleges in 
all the countries they subdued. 

The western kingdoms of Europe became 
first acquainted with the learning of the ancients 
through the medium of those Arabian transla- 
tions, [which possibly, after all, were not made 
from the originals, but from Syriac versions only.] 
Charlemagne caused Latin translations to be 
made from the Arabian, [not but that he had a 
Latin copy of Aristotle’s logic made from the 
original Greek, which appears to have been con-' 
suited by Alcuin and Bede :] he founded, also, 
after the example of tlie caliphs, the universi- 
ties of Bononia, Pavia, Osnaburg, and Paris. 
Alfred, with a similar spirit, and by similar 
means? introduced a taste for hterature in Eng- 
land j but the subsequent disorders of the 
kingdom replunged it into barbarism. The 
Normans, however, brought from the Continent 
some tincture of ancient learning, which was 
kept alive in the nTonasteries, [and which, there 
is reason to think, had been propagated from 
Ireland, the original refuge of the learned, during 
the troubles in Germany j in these monasteries] 
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the monks were meritoriously employed in tran- 
scribing a few of the ancient authors, along with 
the legendary lives of the saints. 

3. In this dawn of literature in England ap- 
peared Henry of Huntingdon and Geoffrey of 
Monmouth, names distinguished in the earliest 
annals of poetry and romance ; John of Salis- 
bury, a moralist ; William of Malmesbury, an- 
nalist of the history of England before the reign 
of Stephen ; Giraldus Cambrensis, knpwn in the 
fields of history, theology, and poetry ; Joseph 
of Exeter, author of two Latin epic poems on 
the Trojan war, and the war of Antioch, or the 
crusade, which are read with pleasure even in 
the present day. 

4. But this aera of a good taste in letters was 
of short duration. The taste for classical conj- 
position and historic information yielded to. the 
barbarous subtleties of scholastic divirfity as 
taught [^and practised] by Lombard and Abe- 
lard, [in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.] 
[Two causes may particularly be . assigned for 
this state of things ; first, the necessity men 
lay under of discussing all philosophical or theo- 
logical questions in the way of ■ public disput- 
ation, before the art of printing had enabled 
them to communicate their sentiments otherwise; 
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and, secondly, the introduction of the Aristote- 
lian philosophy, not by the direct channel of the 
eastern empire, with the comments and illus- 
trations of those' who really understood it, but 
in the imperfect and often faulty translations 
of the Arabians. The general attention was 
also at this lime drawn to the rules and doctrines 
of the JRoman civil law, by the lectures of the 
celebrated Irnerius at Bologna, which as they 
tended greatly to exalt the imperial and tem- 
poral authority, were quickly followed by the 
Decretals of Gratian, spoken of in another place; 
both together forijnng a complicated system of 
jurisprudence, which, wherever the two interests 

r* 

came into competition, required the closest ap- 
plication, and no small knowledge of“'all the arts 
and expedients of chicanery. In proportion as 
the study of the law occupied the attention of 
the northern parts of Italy, the study of medi- 
cine seems to have been cultivated in the south, 
where the school of Salenio became particularly 
eminent. The Universities in general followed 
these changes ; and in addition to the Trivium 
and Qu&driviimu, to which they had been pre- 
viously confined, theology, law, and medicine, 
began to have their several professors, and de- 
grees to be conferred in all these faculties. The 
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revival of the Roman law, and study of juris- 
prudence, led also to the formation of the French 
parliaments.} The amusements of the vulgar 
in those periods were metrical and prose ro- 
mances, unintelligible prophecies, and fables of 
giants and enchanters. 

5. In the middle of the thirteenth century 
appeared a distinguished genius, Roger Bacon, 
an English friar, whose comprehensive mind was 
filled with all the stores of ancient learning ; 
who possessed a discriminating judgment to se- 
parate the precious ore from the ‘dross, and a 
power of invention fitted to^ advance in every 
science which was the object of liis study. He 
saw the insufficiency of the school-philosophy, 
and first recommended the prosecution of know- 
ledge by experiment and the observation of 
nature. He made discoveries of impiortance in 
astronomy, in optics, in chemistiy and medicine, 
and mechanics. He reformed the kalendar, 
discovered the construction of telescopic glasses, 
forgotten after his time, and revived by Galileo, 
and has left a plain intimation of his knowledge 
of the composition of gunpowder. Yet this 
most superior genius believed in tiie possibility 
of‘ discovering an elixir for the prolongation of 



SECT. 34. MODERK HISTOEV. 207 

life, in the transmutation of metals into-gold^ 
and injudicial astrology. 

6. A general taste prevailed for poetical com- 
position in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. 
The Troubadours of Provence [or Languedoc, 
for Thoulouse was the principal seat of the 
proven5al muses,]] wrote sonnets, madri^s, and 
satirical ballads, and excelled in extempore dia- 
logues on the subject of love, which they treated 
in a metaphysical and Platonic strain. |]As 
theirs was the poetry of courts, of polished and 
artificial society, pastorals seem to have been 
excluded, or, if in a few instances attempted, to 
have failed. We stand chiefly indebted to them, 
perhaps, foi''the great variety of measures to be 
found in modern poetry.]] They contended for 
the prize of poetry at solemn meetings, where 
princes, nobles, and the most illustrious ladies, 
attende(^ to decide between the rival bards j and 
some of those princes, 'as Richard I. of England, 
Frederick I- Emperor of Germany^ are cele- 
brated themselves as Troubadours of eminence. 
Many, fragments yet remain of their composi- 
tions. [[It is usual, indeed, to reckon among 
tlietn two kings of Arragon, one of Sicily, a. 
Dauphin of Auvergne, and h Prince ot Orange, 
ecclesiastics, monks, libertiness, devotees, and 
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even one inquisitor. The Troubadours dealt in 
lyric poetry, the Trouveurs, or northern poets, 
wrote epic.] 

7. The transference of the Papal seat to 
Avignon in the fourteenth century famiharised 
the Italian poets with the songs of the Trouba- 
dours, and gave a tincture •f the Proven9al 
style to their compositions, which is very ob- 
servable in the poetry of Petrarch and of Dante. 
[The latter, indeed, did not altogether disdain to 
write in the Proven9al language.] The Divina 
Comedia of Dante first introduced the machinery 
of angels and devils in the room of the Pagan 
mythology, and is ‘a work containing many 
examples of the terrible sublime. The Sonnets 
and Canzoni of Petrarch, [who lived almost a 
century after Dante,] are higldy tender and 
pathetic, though vitiated with a quaintness and 
conceit, which is a prevalent feature ,,of the 
It^ian poetry. The Decamerone of Boccacio, 
a work [in prose] of the same age, is a master- 
piece for invention, ingenious narrative, and 
acquaintance with human nature. These au- 
thors have fixed the standard of the Italian Ian- 
guage. [The original unimproved Proven9al 
style of poetry, as it had httle of real genius or 
merit to recommend it, may be said. to have 
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sunk into neglect and oblivion, in the fourteenth 
century. J 

8- Contemporary with [[Petrarch and Boc- 

cacio,J and of rival merit, was the Englisli 

Chaucer, who displays all the talents of the 

latter, through the medium of excellent poetry. 

The works of Cliaucer discover an extensive 

knowledge of the sciences, an ac(jiiaintance both 

with ancient and modern learning, particularly 

the literature of France and Italy, and, above 

^all, a most acute discernment of life and manners. 

[He had visited many parts of the Continent, 

particularly Italy, was personally acquainted with 

Petrarcli, and in all likelihood with Boccacio.J 
- 

9- Of similar character are the poems of 
Gower, []the master of Chaucer, as he calls him- 
self,] but of a graver cast, and a more chastened 
morality. fChaucer has characterised him as the 
“ moraJ^Go’wer his great work, the Coitfessio 
Amantis', contained nearly thiity-five thousand 
fines, and is said to have been written by the 
desire of King Richard II., between the yeai's 
1S77 and 1393.] Equal to these eminent men, 
in every species of literary merit, was the ac- 
complished James I. of Scotland, of which his 
remaining writings bear convincing testimony. 

VOL. II. P 
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The doubtful Rowley of Bristol is said to have 
adorned the fifieenth century. 

10. Spain, at this period, began to emerge from 
ignorance and barbarism, and to produce a few of 
those works which arc enumerated with appro- 
bation in the wliirnsical but judicious criticism 
of Cervantes. (D. Quixote, B. 1. c. 6.) [The 
romance of the Cid, the hero of the Spaniards, 
was more ancient than the Dh vm Comedia of 
Dante, by as much as one hundred and fifty 
years, j 

■ 11. But although poetry attained in those 

ages a considerable degree of splendour, there 
was but little advancement in general literature 
and science. History was disgraced by the in- 
termixture of miracle and fable ; though we find 
much curious information in the .writings of 
Matthew of Westminster, of Walsingham, Eve- 
rard, Duysburg, and the Chronicles of Eroissaj t 
and Monstrelet. Philip de Commines happily de- 
scribes the reign of Lewds XI. and Charles VIII. 
of France. Villani and Platina are valuable re- 
corders of the affairs of Italy. 

12. A taste for classical learning in the fifieenth 
century led to the discovery of many of the an- 
cient authors. Poggio discovered the writings 
of Quintilian, and several of the compositions of 
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Cicero, which stimulated lo fartlier lesearch, 
and the recovery of many valuable remains of 
Greek and Roman literature. But this taste was 
not generally diffused. France and England 
were extremely barbarous. The library at Ox- 
ford contained only bOO volumes, and there 
were but four classics in the Royal Eibrary at 
Paris. But a brighter period was approaching. 
The dispersion of the Greeks, on the fall of the 
Eastern empire, towards the middle of the fif- 
teenth century, diffused a taste for polite litera- 
ture over all the west of Eurojie. A succession 
of Popes, endowed with a ^liberal and enlight- 
ened spirit, gave every encouragement to learn- 
ing and the sciences ; and, above all, the noble 
discovery of the y^rf of Printing, [^by movable 
types,] contributed to their rapid advancement 
and dissemination, and gave a certain assurance 
of the perpetuation of every valuable art, and 
the progressive improvement of human know- 
ledge. [A Psalter, printed in Mentz in the year 
1457, is the first book which appears to have 
been printed with a certain date.] 

13 . .The rise of dramatic composition among 
the moderns is to be traced to the absurd and 
ludicrous representation in the churches of the 
Scripture histories, called in England JVfysteries, 

p iw 
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Miracles, and Moralities. Tliese were first ex- 
hibited in the twelfth century, [as has been be- 
fore shoxvn,] and continued to the sixteenth, 
when in England they were prohibited by^ law. 
Of these we have amusing specimens in Warton’s 
History of English Poetry. Profane dramas were 
substituted in their place ; and a mixture of the 
sacred and profane appears to have been known 
in France as early as 1300. In Spain, the far- 
cical mysteries keep their ground to the present 
day ; nor was it till the end of“ the sixteenth cen- 
tury that any regular composition for the stage 
was known in that, country. The Italians are 
allowed by their own w'riters to Ijave borrowed 
their theatre from the French and English. 


XXXV. 


VIEW OF THE PROGRESS OF COMMERCE IN EUROPE 
BEFORE THE PORTUGUESE DISCOVERIES. 

1. Before giving an account of the disco- 
veries of the Portuguese in the fifteenth century, 
in exploring a new route to Indi^ we shall pre- 
sent a short view of the progress of commerce 
in Europe dowm to that period. 
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The boldest naval enterprise of' the ancients 
was the Periplus of’Hanno, who sailed (5y0 B. C.) 
from Carthage to the coast of Guinea, wdthin 
four or five degrees of the line. Africa was not 
known by the ancients to be almost circumnaMr 
gable. They had a vei'}' limited kno\^dedge of 
the habitable earth. Hiey believed that both 
the torrid and trigid zones wci c uninhabitable j 
and they were bat very imjicrfectly acquainted 
with a great part of TurojiCf Asia, aiul Africa. 
Denmark, Sweden, Prussia, Poland, the greatest 
part of Russia, were unknown to them. In 
Ptolemy^s description of the globe, the 63d de- 
gree of latitude is the limit of the eartlj to the 
North, the equinoctial to the South. 

2, Britain w^as circumnavigated in the time of 
Do^nitian. -The Romans frequented it fbi- the 
purposes of commerce; and Tacitus mentions 
London^ as a celebrated resort of merchants. 
The commerce of the ancients was, liowever, 
chiefly confined to the Mediterranean. In the 
flourishing periods ot the Constantinopolitan 
efnpire, the merchandise of India was imported 
from Alexandria; but, alter the conquest of 
Egypt by the^ Arabians, it was carried up the 
Indus, and thence by land to the Oxus, which 
then ran into the Caspian Sea ; thence it was 

p 3 
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brouglit lip the Woiga, and again carried over 
land to the Don, wlience it descended into the 
Euxine. 

3 . After tlie fall of the 'Western empire, 
commerce was long at a stand in Europe j [] al- 
most confined, indeed, to tlie capital of the East- 
ein empire, which had alone been sufficiently 
strong to defy the assaults of the barbarians, 
and which was so situated as to be almost ne- 
cessarily commercial.] When Attila was ravag- 
ing Ital]’, the Veneti took refuge in the smalt 
islands at the northern extremity of the Adriatic, 
and there founded ^Venice, A.D. 452, which 
began very early to equip small fle^^ts, [its only 
re.source,] and trade to the coasts of Egy'pt and 
the Levant, lor spices and other merchandise of 
Arabia and India. Cfenoa, Florence, and Pisa, 
imitated the example [of Venice], and began, 
[though a whole century later,] to acqilire con- 
siderable wealth ; but Venice retained her supe- 
riority over these rival states, [though forced at 
one time, by the progress of the Saracens, to go 
to Constantinople instead of Alexandria, for In- 
dian and Chinese commodities ;] she gained also 
considerable territories on the opposite coast of 
Illyricum and Dalmatia. [Florence, indeed, till 
after her acquisition of the port of Leghorn in 
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142.5, was enriched not by her maritime trade 
so much as by her manufactures and dealings in 
bills of exchange.] 

4. The maritifne cities of Italy profited by 
the crusades, in furnishing the armies with sup- 
plies, and bringing home the produce of the 
East. The Italian merchants established manu- 
factures similar to those of Constantinople. 
Rogero, King of Sicily, brought ailisans Ifom 
Athens, and established a silk manuiacture at 
Palermo in 1130. The sugar-cane, \jncl-arundl- 
iiaceum^ or reed-honey, as it was at first called, 
and which, as well as silk, came originally from 

China,] was planted in Sicily in the twelfth cen- 

• • 

tnry, and thence carried to Madeira, and HnalJy 
made its way to the West Indies. 

5. In th>e twelflh and thirteenth centuries, 
the Italians were the only commercial people 
of Europe. [^When the Genoese had succeeded 
in subverting the Latin and restoring the Eastern 
dynasty of Eastern princes, the Venetians 
quitted ConstantinopR, and being able to return 
to their original channel of communication with 
India by the ports of Egypt and >Syria, towards 
the close of the fourteenth century, fully reco- 
vered their ascendancy in Italy, Genoa declining 
in proportion.] Venice set the first example of 

r 4 
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a national bank in 1157, which maintained its 
credit for a great length of time. The only trade 
of France, Spain, and Germany, at this time, was 
carried on at stated faiis and markets, to which 
tradei s resorted from all quarters, paying a tax 
to the sovereigns or the lords of tlie territory. 
I'he more enterprisijig bought a pri^’iiege of ex- 
emption, by })aying at once a large sum, ami 
were tlience called Free Traders. 

C). In the middle ages, the Italian merchants, 
usually called Lombards, [as occujiying or be- 
longing to the princii)al towns of northern Italy,] 
were the factors of all tlie Enroj)ean nations, and 
were enticed, by pri\ ileges granted by the sove- 
reigns, to settle in France, Spain, Germany, and 
England. TJiey were not only tradei's in com- 
modities, but bankers, or money-dealers j but 
they found in this last business a severe restraint 
from the Canon law, prohibiting the taking of 
interest; and hence, from the necessary privacy 
of their bargains, there were no bounds to ex- 
orbitant ^usury. The Jews, too, who were, [of 
necessity,] the chief deal ei s in money, [being not 
only pi ecluded from all otlier callings, but in a 
great measure free of the law alluded to, being 
permitted to take interest of strangers,] hronglit 
disrepute on the tiade ol banking, and frequently 
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suffered, on that account, the most intolerable 
persecution and confiscation of their fortunes. 
To guard against these injuries, they invented 
[Bills of Ed'chmigv, 

7. The Lombard merchants. awakenctl a sjnrit 
oi‘ commerce, and gave birth to manufactures, 
whicli were e:enerallv cncourawd by the sove- 

O v' tJ 4 . 

reigns in the difiejent kingdoms of Eujope. 
Among the chief encouragements was tlie insti- 
tution of corporations or monopolies, the earliest 
of which are traced up to the eleventh century; a 
policy beneficial and periiaps necessary whei’c 
the spirit of industry is low, and manufiictures 
are in their infancy, but of' hurtful consequence 
where trade and manufactures are nourishing. 

8. Commerce began to spread towards the 
north of Europe about the end of tlie twelfilh 
century. The sea-poils on the Baltic traded 
with France and Britain, and with the Mediter- 
ranean, by tlie staple of the Isle ofOleron, near 
the mouth of the Giuonne, then possessed by 
the English. The commercial laws of Olcron 
and Wisbuy (on the Baltic) regulated fbi' many 
ages the trade of Europe. To jirotecl their 
trade from piracy, Lubec, Hamburgh, and most 
of the northern sea-ports, joined in a confederacy, 
under certain general regulations, termed the 
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League of the Hanse-Towns ; an union so be- 
ne^cial in its nature, and so formidable in point 
of strength, as to have its alliance courted by the 
predominant powers of Etiropc. Qlt seems to 
have attained its highest state of prosperity about 
the year 1370.] 

9 . For the trade of the Hanse-towns with the 
southern kingdoms, Bruges, on tlie coast of 
Flanders, was found a convenient entrepot, and 
thither the Mediterranean merchants brouglit 
the commodities of India and the Levant, to ex- 
change with the produce and manulactures of 
the North. [But there was an interior land- 
commerce Carried on* at the same time, and 
which subsisted till the discovery of the passage 
to India by the Cape of Good Hope. The 
connection was formed through the* cities of 
Augsburgh and Nuremburgh, whicli had an em- 
porium at Venice.] The Flemings now began 
to encourage trade and manufactures, which 
thence spread to the Brjibanters ; but their 
growth being checked by the impohtic sove- 
reigns of those provinces, they found a more 
favourable field in England, which was destmed 
thence to derive the great source of its national 
opulence. 

10. The Britons had very early seen the im- 
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portance of conimerce. Bede relates that Lon- 
don, in f)l^, was frequented by foreigners for 
the purpose of trade j and William of Malmes- 
bury speaks of it’ in lOtl, as a most populous 
and wealthy city. The Cinque Ports, Dover, 
Hastings, Hythe, Romney, and Sandwich, ob- 
tained in tliat age their privileges and immuni- 
ties, on condition of furnishing eacli fiv e ships 
of war. These ports are now eight in number, 
and send their members to Parliament. 

11. The woollen manufacture of England was 
considerable in the twelfth centuIy^ Henry IL 
incorporated the w^eavera of London, and gave 

them various privileges. By a law passed in his 

• • 

reign, all cloth made of foreign wool was con- 
demned to bfe burnt. Scotland at this time seems 
fo have possessed a considerable source of wealth, 
as is evident from the payment ot the ransom of 
William the Lion, which was 10,000 merks, equal 
to 100,000/. sterling of present money. The 
English found it difficult to raise*double that sum 
for the ransom of Richard I., and the Scots con- 
tributed a proportiop of it. Irish cloth was 
known in England in the time of Henry 111- y 
and from passages in some of the ancient poems 
of Italy, the serges of Ireland appear to have 
been used in the dresses of the ladies there in 
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very remote times.J The Engli&:h sovereigns 
at first drew a considerable revenue from the 
cuStoin on wool exported to be manufactured 
abroad ; but becoming soon sensible of the 
benefit of encouraging its home-manufacture, 
they invited, for that purpose, tlie foreign ar- 
tisans and merciiants, [_who were suffering at 
liome under the abuses of a monopolising spirit,] 
to reside in England, and gave them valuable 
immunitieSjj [allowing them to form com]>anies 
of the nature of corporations, the oldest being 
that of the German merchants of the Steel-yard.] 
Edward HE was peculiarly attentive to trade 
and manufactures, as appears by the laws passed 
in his reign ; and he was bountiful in the en- 
couragement of foreign artisans, [many of whom 
came into England from the Netherlands in the 
year 1831.] The succeechng reigns were not 
so favourable j and during the civil wafs of 
York and Lancaster, the spirit of trade and ma- 
nufactures greatly declined ; nor was it till the 
accession of Heiu'y VII. that they began once 
more to revive and flouri^. In tliat interval, 
however, of their decay in England, commerce 
arid the arts were encouraged in Scotland by 
James I. and his successors, as much as the com- 
paratively rude and turbulent state of the king- 
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doni would permit The herring-fishery, [which 
had been known and practised many centuries 
before, even in the time of David I., contempo- 
rary with Henry I. and Stephen of England,] 
then began to be vigorously promoted ; and the 
duties laid on the exportation of woollen cloth 
show that this manufacture was then considerable 
among the Scots. Glasgow began, in 1420, to 
acquire wealth by the fisheries, but had little or 
no foreign trade till after the discovery of 
America and the West Indies. 

12. Henry VH. gave the most liberal encour- 
agement to trade and manufactures, particularly 

the woollen, by inviting foreign artisans, and es- 
• * 

tablishingthem at Leeds, Wakefield, Halifax, &c. 
The navigation-acts 'were passed in his reign, 
qnd commercial treaties formed witli the conti 
nental kingdoms for the protection of the mer- 
chant-shipping. Such was the state of commerce 
at the time when the Portuguese made those 
great discoveries which opened a new route to 
India, and gave a circulation to its wealth over 
most of the nations of Europe. 
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XXXVI. 

DISCOVERIES OF THE PORTUGUESE IN THE FIF- 
TEENTH CENTURY, AND THEIR EFFECTS ON 
THE COMMERCE OF EUROPE. 

1- The polarity of the magnet had been 
known in Europe as early as the [twelfth 
and] thirteenth centuries, [and* applied both 
in- the north and south to the purposes of na- 
vigation, either in the twelfth or early in the 
thirteenth century; the Norwegians appearing at 
that period to have used the compass in their 
voyages to and from Iceland, and ao old Pro- 
ven9al poet, who wrote in the twelfth century, 
having clearly and minutely described it, ag/used 
- by the Proven9al mariners in the Mediterranean. 
In the middle of tl\e fourteenth century, it 
appears to have been known in Scotland, but 
it was not till the fifteenth that the European 
mariners ventured to depart far from the land.] 
The Eastern ocean was little otherwise known 
than by name ; and the Atlantic was supposed 
to be a boundless expanse of sea, extending 
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probably to the eastern shores of Asia. In the 
belief that the torrid zone was uninhabitable, a 
promontory on the African coast, in the ‘29th 
degree of north -latitude, was termed Cape Non, 
as forming an impassable limit. 

‘2. In the beginning of the fifteenth century, 
John, King of Portugal, sent a few vessels to ex- 
plore the African coast ; and these, doubling 
Cape Non, proceeded to Cape Boyador, within 
two degrees of the northern tropic. Prince 
Henry, the son of John, [who had been engaged 
in the memorable siege of Ceuta in Africa, and 
being not only of a curious and inquisitive turn 
of mind, but strongly bent upon enriching his 
country, by means of navigation and discovery, 
is supposed to have acquired much information 
there concerning that continent,] equipped first 
a single ship, which, being driven out to sea, 
land^ on the island of Porto Santo. This in- 
voluntary experiment imboldened the mariners 
to abandon their timid mode of coasting, and 
launch into the open sea. In 1420, [the same 
prince sent out three ships, two of which, ventur- 
ing into the ocean,] discovered Madeira, where 
the Portuguese established a colony, and planted 
the Cyprus vine and the sugar-cane. 

3. The spirit of enterprise 'thus awakened, 
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Prince Henry obtained from Eugene IV. a bull, 
granting to the Portuguese the property of all 
the coTintries they might discover between Cape 
Non and India. Under John- I. of Portugal, 
the Cape Verd Islands were discovered ' and 
colonised ; and the fleets, ailvancing to the coast 
of Guinea, fortunately brought home gold-dust, 
gums, and ivory, j^which had the effect of stimu- 
lating the avarice of the Portuguese to greater 
exertions than the patriotism of their prince 
could do.] Passing the equator, [in 1484,] the 
Portuguese, [under Bartholomew Diaz,] entered 
a newt hemisphere, and boldly proceeded to the 
extremity of the continent, [passing round even 
the southern Cape'of Africa, w hich they called the 
C^pe q/' Srorf?is.J In 1497, a fleet under ^'asco 
de Gama doubled the Cape [again, .which the 
King himself had now denominated, with singular 
propriety, the Cape of Good Hope,] and, ^sailing 
onwards beyond the mouths of the Arabian and 
Persian Gulfs, [encouraged, as it has been al- 
leged, by the representations of one of the King’s 
subjects, who had gained such information in 
Abyssinia as led him to conclude and represent 
to his sovereign that such a passage to India 
was practicable,] arrived at Calicut, on the 
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Ajtil3-l)3,r coH^st^ sf'tGr 3. vo^cig ’0 of li500 IccI^ugs, 
performed in thirteen months. 

4. De Gama entered into an alliance witli 
the Ilajah of Cahiciit, a tributary of the jMoi^ul 
empire^ and returned to Lisbon with specimens 
ot the wealth and j)rodnce ot tiie country. A 
succeeding’ tleet tbrmed settlements ; and, van- 
ejuishing the <:^j>j)()sition of the native princes, 
soon achieve d t!)e conquest ot“ all the coast of 
aVtalalKir. The city ot'Goa, taken 1)>^ storm, be- 
came tile residence ot a Portuguese viceroy, and 
the capital of their Indian settlements. 

d. Tile Venetians, who had hitherto engrossed 
t!ie Indian trade by Alexaiulria, now lost it for 
ever. After an itieticcttial ])roject of cutting 
through the i.stliinus of Suez, they attempted to 
intercept the. Portuguese by their fleets stationed 
at the mouth of the lied Sea and Persian Gulf 
but wei^ every m here encountered by a superior 
lorce. The Portuguese made sc4:tleinents in 
both the gulfs, and vigorously prosecuted their 
conquests on the Indian coast and sea. The 
dch island of Ceylon, the kingdoms of Pegu, 
biam, and Malacca, were speedily subdued, and 
a settlement established in Bengal. They pro- 
ceeded onward to China, hitherto scarcely known 
to the Europeans but by the account of a single 
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Venetian traveller, Marco Paolo, in the thir- 
teenth century ; and they obtained the Emperor's 
permission to fbiTn a settlement at Macao ; thus 
opening a commerce with that immense empire, 
and tlie neiglibouring islands of' Japan. In the 
space of fifty years the Portuguese were masters 
.of the wliole trade of the Indian Ocean, and 
sovereigns of a large extent of Asiatic territory. 

6. These discoveries [^whicli wei'c so timed as 
probably to rescue the Indian ti ade out of tlie 
liands of the IVIahometans, who 1)} their progre.'^s 
in the East, and the footing tljey had now got 
in Europe by the conquest of Constantinople, 
might otherwise have totally excluded the Chris- 
tian powers,]] jiroduced a wondeltid etlect on 
tlie commerce of Europe. The ])rodiice of the 
spice islands was computed to be wortli annually 
200, OCX) ducats to Lisbon. Tlie Venetians, 
after every effort to destroy the tradC of the 
Portuguese,- offered to become sole purchasers 
of all the spice brought to Europe, but were 
refused. new channel, in fact, the 

Portuguese were able to supply Europe with 
the commodities of the East at a rate, as it has 
been computed, less by one half of that at which 
they had been sold by the Venetians.]]' Com- 
mercial industry was roused in every quarter, 
and manufactures made a rapid progress. Lyons, 
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Tours, Abbeville, Marseilles, Bourdeaux, ac- 
quired immense vvealtli. Antwerp and Am- 
sterdam became the great marts of the north. 
The former owed its splendour to the decline of 
Brugev;, which [at the beginning of the sixteenth 
century] was ruined by civil commotions; and 
the Portuguese made Antwerp, 1516, their en- 
trepot for tlic sn])])ly of tlie nortliern kingdoms. 
It continued highly flourishing, [embracing, in 
fact, the whole commerce of the world,] till the 
revolt of the Netherlands, in the end of the six- 
teenth century, when it was taken by the Spa- 
niards, 1585, and its port destroyed by blocking 
up the Sclieldt. [It inay deserve to be noticed, 
that withouT* the contemporary discovery of 
America, (see below. Sect. XLI.) it would have 
been scarcely possible to have carried the Indian 
trade to the extent it soon attained, for want of 
a sufficient supply of the precious metals ; the 
people of the East, through their industry and 
the fertility. of their country, having, from the 
first, stood little in need of the productions of 
other colhitides.] 

7. The trade of Holland rose on the fall of 
Antwerp. Amsterdam, [which early in the fif- 
teenth centui*y became a sea-port, in conse- 
quence of a remarkable inundation wliich opened 
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the Zuyder Zee to the ocean, J had become" 
considerable after the decline of the Hanseatic 
confederacy in 1428, but rose into splendour 
and high commercial opulence from the de- 
struction of Antwerp. QThe Spanish or Catholic 
Netherlands by this act lost their trade and 
manufactures,] and the United Provinces, de- 
pendent on industry alone for their support, 
became a model of commercial activity to all 
other nations. Q As soon as Philip the Second had 
obtained possession of Portugal in 1580, he })ut 
a stop to the commerce between Lisbon and the 
Dutch, which had no other effect than that of 
exciting the latter to open for themselves a trade 
to India, in which they were successful, dispos- 
sessing the Portuguese of many of their principal 
settlements, and from the year 1002, estabhshing 
a sovereignty in those distant parts which lasted 
till they themselves were disturbed _bV the 
English.] 

8. It is not to be doubted that Britain felt 
the effect of that general stimulus which the 
Portuguese discoveries gave to the Trade of 
Europe ; but other causes had a more sensible 
operation to that end in England. The Re- 
formation, by suppressing the convents, and re- 
storing many thousands to society, and the cutting 



SECT. 36 . 


MODERN HISTORY. 




off the Papal exactions, which drained the king- 
dom of its wealth, the politic laws passed in the 
reign of Henry VIII., and the active patriotism 
of Elizabeth, wdre vigorous incentives to na- 
tional industry. 

0. Erorn tlic time of Henry VIH. to the 
present, the commerce and manufactures of 
England have been nnifbrmly progressive. The 
rental of England in lands and liouscs did not 
then exceed five millions annum ; it is now 
above eighteen millions.* /Ehe unmanufactured 
wool of one year^'s growth is su])poscd to be 
worth two millions; when^ manufactured, as it 
now is, by British hands, instead of being sent 
abroad as formerly for that purpose, it is worth 
cirrlit millions. Abov e a million and a half of 
hands are employed in tJiat manufacture alone ; 
half a million are employed in the manufactures 
of iro», steel, copper, brass, lead ; the linen 

[The very extraordinary fluctuations to which all these 
estimates have been subject since the author's time, espe- 
cially during the last war, and tlie subsequent transition to 
a state of peace, rendering it almost impossible to reduce 
them into such order as should be strictly applicable either 
to the present times, or to any given period of the interval 
that has elapse^, it is judged most proper to leave the 
statements as they originally' stood, trusting to the reader to 
make his own comparisons, by a reference to other works, 
as his curiosity may lead iiira.3 
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manufactures of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
occupy near a million ; and a number not much 
inferior is employed in the fisheries. It is pre- 
sumable, on the whole, that nearly a fourth of 
the population of the United Kingdom is actu- 
ally employed in commerce and manufactures. 

10. The vast increase of the national wealtli 
of Britain appears chiefly, 1. From the inci easc 
of population, which is su])23osed to be nearly 
five to one (at least in the large cities) since the 
reign of Elizabeth ; Q. From the great addition 
made to the cultivated lands of tlie kingdom, 
and the high impr(>vcinent of agriculture since 
that period, whence more than quadruple the 
quantity of food is produced ; 3. From the in- 
crease of the commercial shipping, at least six- 
fold within the same time ; 4. FrolTi the compa- 
rative low rate of interest, which is demongtrative 
of the increase of wealth. The consequtnees of 
the diffusion of the commercial spirit are most 
important to the national welfare : from general 
industry arises influence, joined to a spirit of 
independence ; and on this spirit rests the free- 
dom of the British constitution, and all the 
blessings we enjoy under its protection. 
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XXXVII. 

GERMANY AND FRANCE IN THE REIGNS OF 
CHAREES V. AND FRANC I. 

1. We rcsuiHc the detail of the Iiistoiy of 
Europe at the bcij^inniuj}; of‘ tlie sixteentli ceu- 
tiiry ; previously remarkiiio’^ that the (Tcnuanic 
eiiij)ire continued for. abo\ e fifty ) ears in a state 
of languid traiupiillity, from tlie time of Al- 
hvrt II., tlie successor of Sigisinuud, during the 

long reign of Frederick 111., vliose son Maxi- 

• • 

inilian acquired, by his marriage witli Mary 
Duchess of Burgundy, the so\ercignty of the 
Netherlands-. Maximilian was elected emperor 
in 1193 3 and, by establishing a ])erpetual peace 
betwcM'n the separate Germanic states, laid the 
foundation of the subsequent grandeur of the 
empire. 

2. Philip Archduke of Austria, son of Maxi- 
milian, married Jane, the daughter of Ferdinand 
and Isabella [^of Spain J ; and of‘ that marriage 
the eldest son was Charles V., who succeeded 
to the throne of Spain in 1516, and who, on 
the death of his grandfather Maximihan, pre- 

0 4 
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ferred [his claim to the vacant Imperial throne. 
He had lor his competitor Francis I. of France,, 
who had distinguished himself by the conquest 
of the Milanese, and the adjustment of the con- 
tending interests of the Italian states. The 
German electors, afraid of‘ the exorbitant power 
both of Charles and of Francis, would have re- 
jected botli, and contcrred tlie Imperial crown on 
Frederick Duke of Saxony ; but this extraor- 
dinary man declined the proflered dignity, and 
his counsel determined the election in favour of 
Charles of Austria, 1519. 

3 . Charles V. and Francis I. were now de- 
clared enemies, and their mutual claims on 
each other’s dominions were the subject of* per- 
petual hostility. The Emperor claimed Artois 
as part of the Netherlands. Frances j)reparcd 
to make good his right to the Two Sicilies. 
Charles had to defend Milan, and suppm't his 
title to Navarre, which had wrested :^‘rom 

France by his grandfather Ferdinand. Ham- 
ry VI I L of England was courted by the riyal 
monarchs, as the weight of England was sr^- 
cient to turn the scale, where the power of eafch 
was nearly balanced. [[Leo X. would fain haAe 
interposed between the rivals, but tlmy wera 
both too great to be under his controul J ^ 

'4. ‘The- first ^hostile attack wasr made by 
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Francis on the kingdom of Navarre, Avhich he 
won and lost in the course of a few months. 
The Emperor attacked Picardy, and his t}'Oo])s 
at tlie same time dro\ e the fTencli out ot' tlie 
Milanese. On the deatli ot‘ Eeo X., Charles 
placed [^his prece])torJ Cardinal Adrian on the 
papal throne, [though a native of Utrecht, 

and almost a stranger at Pome ; J and by the 
promise of elc\ ating Wolsey, tlie minister of* 
Henry VHI., to that dignity, on the death of 
Adrian, gained the alliance of the Faiglish mo- 
narch in liis war against France. [He also 
found means of detaching' ^ enice and Genoa 
from the interests of his competitor.]] 

.3. At this critical time, [wheat he had not 
only almost all Europe against him, but was in 
want of mone} ,]] Francis imprudently quarrelled 
with his best General, the Constable of Bourbon, 
who,^in revenge, deserted to the Emperor, and 
was b}’ him invested with the chief command of 
his armies. The Imperial [and Italian]] Generals 
[under him, for most of the princes of Italy 
were adverse to the government of France, J 
were far superior in abilities to their opponents. 
[Their troops, also, were superior, more nu- 
merous, and better paid.J The French were 
defeated at Biagrassa, and Charles was carrjdng 
every thing before him ip Italy, when Francis 
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entered the Milanese, and retook the capita) ; 
[]some changes having taken place in his favour, 
by the defection of the new Pqpe, Clement VII., 
from the party of Charles, as wfell as of John de 
Medici, one of the best Generals of those days.]] 
But, in the subsequent battle of Pavia, [[though 
he displayed the utmost valour, J his troops 
were entij'ely defeated, and the French monarch 
became the Constable of Bourbon’s prisoner, 
1525. [It was upon this occasion that he wrote 
to his mother, Madam, all is lost but mv 
“ honour.”] 

6. The Emperor ipade no advantage of his 
good fortune, j^sttangcly, indeed, neglected all 
that offered.] IBy the treaty of Madi id, Francis 
regained his liberty, [|in the following year,] 
on yielding to Charles the duchy of Burguncly, 
and the superiority of Flanders and Artois. He 
gave his two sons as hostages for the fulfilment 
of these conditions ; but the states refused to 
ratify them, and the failure was compromised 
for a sum of money. 

7. On a renewal of the war, Henry VIII. 
took part with France, and Charles lost an op- 
portunity of obtaining the sovereignty of Italy, 
The papal army in the French interest was 
defeated by the Constable of Bourbon, and the 
Pope himself made prisofler ; bpt Bourbon was 
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killed in the siege of Rome, [which he had 
wantonly, and in defiance of a stipulated truce, 
attacked,] and Charles allowed the ^Pope to 
purchase his rek'ase. 

8. After tJie conclusion of the peace of Cam- 
bray, 1 . 5 ^ 9 , [whicli restored to the two sons of 
Francis their liberty, and to tlje King tlieir father 
tlie duchy of Burgundy,] CJiarles visited Italy, 
and received the Imperial diadem from Pope 
Clement VIT., [disposing of the difierent states 
of I^oin1:)ardy to various j^rinces for what money 
lie could get.] Tlie Turks liaving invaded 
Hungary, tlie Emperor iparched against them 
in person, ^[assisted by liis brotlier Fei dinand,] 
and compelled tlie Sultan Solyman, with an 
army of 300,000 men, to evacuate the country. 
IJe soon after embarked for Africa, to replace 
the dethroned Muley Hassan in the sovereignty 
of Tunis and Algiers, which had been usurped 
by Hayradin Barbarossa, and he achieved the 
enterprise with honour. His reputation ex- 
ceeded at this period that of. all the sovereigns 
of Europe, both for political ability, for real 
power, and the extent and opulence of his do- 
minions; [but he had a hard task upon his hands, 
having at one arid the same time to guard against 
the Turks and the French, and the latter both 
on the north and the south.] 
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9. Francis was glad to ally himself even with 
the Turks to cope with the Imperialists, and 
Barbarossa invaded Italy ; but the troops of 
Charles prevented the co-operation of the 
French, and separately defeated and dispersed 
the allied powers, while another army of the 
Imperialists ravaged Chamjiagne and Picardy. 

10. In the interv^al of a truce, which was 
concluded at Nice for ten years between the 
rival monarciis, Charles passed tliroiigh France 
to the Netlierlands, and was entertained bv 
Francis with the most magnificent hospitality. 
He had j^romised to ^ grant to the Frencli king 
his favourite desire, the investiture of Milan ; 
but, failing to keep his word, the war was re- 
newed with double animosity. The French 
and Turkish fleets attacked Nice, but were dis- 
persed by the Genoese admiral, Andrea Doria, 
pa person whose name is justly celebrated in 
history as tlie restorer of the liberties -of his 
country. j In Italy the French were victorious 
in the battle of Ccrizoles, but drew no benefit 
from this partial advantage. The Imperialists, 
on the whole, had a decided superiority, and 
France must have been undone, had not the 
disorders of Germany, from ^ the contending 
interests of the Catholics and Protestants, forced 
the Emperor to conclude the treaty of Cr6pi 
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with Francis, 1544; who, at the same time, 
purchased a peace with Henry VIII., who had 
once more taken part with his rival. Francis 
died soon after, 1517 ; a prince of great spirit 
and abilities, and of a generous and noble mind, 
[^if we make allowances for some strange incon- 
sistencies into wliich he was betrayed by liis 
politics unfortunate only from the Jiecessity 
of struggling against a power which overmatched 
him botli in ]3olicy and in resources. 

11. A sliort time l)eft)re this period was 
founded (1535) the order of tlie Jesuits by 
Ignatius Loyola ; [^tliough not coniirmed by 
Papal authority till the } ear 15 W ; J tlie principle 
of the order was implicit oI)edience and subjuis- 
sion to the Pope. The bretliren were not con- 
fined to thcfir cloisters, but allowed to mix with 
the worlds and thus, by [becoming confessors 
in most of the courts and capitals ot‘ Luro})e, 
and so]] gaining the confidence ot pj luces and 
statesmen, they were enabled to direct the 
policy of nations to the great end of establishing 
the supreme authority of the Holy See. 1 iio 
wealth they accumulated, tlie extent ot their 
power, and the supposed conse(piences ot their 
intrigues to the peace of nations, excited at 
length a general hostility to their older; and 
thfe institution, [during the course of the last 



238 


MODERN HISTORY. 


PART II, 


century, wasj abolished in all the kingdoms of 
Europe. [^It has since been partially revived.] 
12 . If Charles V. aimed at universal empire, 
he was ever at a distance from the object of his 
wishes. The formidable confederacy , of the 
Protestants to preserve their liberties and their re- 
ligion, gave him perpetual disquiet in Germany. 
He never could form liis dominions into a well- 
connected body, from the sejiarate national in- 
terests of the Spaniards, Flemish, and Germans; 
anel even the Imperial states were divided by 
their jealousies, political and religious. The 
hostilities of foreign powers gav^e liim continual 
annoyance. He founVl in Henry H., the suc- 
cessor of Francis, an antagonist as* dbrmklable 
as his tatlier. His cares and difficulties in- 
creased as he advanced in life, and at length 
entirely broke the vigour of his mind. In 'a 
state of melancholy despondency, he retired 
from the world at the age of fifty-six, resigning 
first the kingdom of Spain to his son Philip IL, 
1536 , and afterwards the Imperial crown in 
favour of his brother Ferdinand, who was elected 
Emperor 24th February, 1558 ; [soon after which 
Charles died, in the metnastery to which he had 
retired on the confines of Castille and Portugal, 
after having gone through one of the most ex- 
traordinary mock ceremonies that eVer perh^s 
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entered into the imagination of man, namely, 
his own funeral. 3 


XXXVIIJ. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE CONSTITU ITON OF THE 
GERMAN E3IPHIE. 

1. Previous to the reign of Maximilian I., 
the Germanic empire was subject to all the dis- 
orders of the feudal governments. The general 
diets of* the states were tumultuous and in- 
decisive, and their constant wars witJi each 
other kept’^he whole in anarcJj}' and barbarism. 
Wenceslaus, in 1383, e]idea\oured to remedy 
these evils by the enactment of a general peace ; 
I5ut no effectual means were taken for securing 
it. 'Albert II. attempted to accomplish the 
same end, and had some success. lie divided 
Germany into six circles, eacli regulated by 
its own diet ; but the jealousies of the states 
prompted them constantly to hostilities, which 
there w^as no superior power sufficient to restrain. 

2. At length Maximilian I. procured, in 1300, 
that solcmA enactment which established a per- 
petual peace among the Germanic states, under 
the cogent penalty of the aggressor being 
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treated as a common enemy. He established 
the Imperial Chamber for the settlement of all 
differences. [[It was fixed at Worms in 149^ ; 
in 1539 it was removed to Spires, and in l69f> 
to Weslar.] The empire was divided anew" into 
ten circles, each sending its representatives to 
the Imperial Chamber, and bound to enforce 
the public laws through its own territory. A 
regency was appointed to subsist in the inteiwals 
of the diet, coni{)Osed of twenty members, over 
whom the Emperor presided. [According to 
tlie division of IVIaximilian, therefore, the empire 
consisted of tlie circles of Eavaria, Franconia, 
Suabia, the Lower Saxony, the Lower Khine, 
Westphalia, Austria, Burgundy, Upper 

Saxony, and the Upper Bhine. The circle of 
Burgundy comprised the High Burgundy or 
Franche-Comte and the seventeen provinces of 
the Low Countries ; but this latter circle^ was, 
by degrees, completely dismembered from the 
empire, so that the number of the circles was 
reduced to nine.] 

3. These regulations, however wise, would 
probably have failed of their end, but for the 
influence of the house of Austri^, which has for 
three centuries continued to occupy the Imperial 
throne. The ambition and policy of Charles V. 
would have been dangerous to the freedom of 
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the German: princes, had not the new system of 
preserving a balance of power in Europe made 
these princes find allies and protectors sufficient 
to traverse the ^mperor^s schemes of absolute 
dominion. He attained, liowever, an authority 
far beyond that of any of his predecessors. The 
succeeding emperors imitated his policy, but 
without his talents, and therifore found yet 
stronger obstacles to their encroachments on the 
freedom of tlie states. 

4. The Germanic liberties were settled for 
the last time by the treaty of Westphalia, in 
1648, whicli fixed the Emperor’s prerogatives,^ 
and the privileges of the states. * The con- 
stituti(^i of the empire is not framed for the 
ordinary ends of government, tlie prosperity and 
happiness of the people. It regards not the 
rights of the subjects, but only tlie independ- 
ence of the several princes ; and its sole object 
is to maintain each in the enjoyment of its 
sovereignty, and prevent usurpations, and en- 
croachments on each other's territories. It has 
no relation to the particular government of the 
states, each of which hais its own laws and con- 

Z* For an .account of die Germanic confederation, aa 
settled by the treaty of Vienna, 1815, < subsequent to the 
French Revolution, gee the conclusion of Vol. III.] 

VOL. II. U 
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stitution, some more free, and others more- 
despotic. 

5. The general diet has the power of enacting 
the public laws of the empire. It consists of 
three Colleges, £established at Frankfort in the 
year 1580,J the Electors, the Princes, [^Ecclesi- 
astic and Secular, J and tlie Free (^or Imperial] 
cities. All sucll public laws, and all general 
measures, are the subject of the separate deli- 
beration of the electoral college and that of the 
princes. When jointly approved by them, the 
resolution is canvassed by the college of the 
Free Cities, and, if agreed to, becomes a plact- 
tum of the empire. If approved finally by the 
Emperor, it is a ctmcJiisvm or gen6ral law. If 
disapproved, the resolution is of no eflcct. 
Moreover, the Emperor must be the proposer of 
all general laws. Still further, no complaint or 
request can be made by any of the princes to 
the diet without the approbation of the Elector 
Archbishop of Mentz, who njay refuse it at his 
pleasure. These constitutional defects are the 
more hurtful in their consequences from the 
separate and often contending interests of the 
princes, who have all the rights of sovereignty, 
the power of contracting foreign alliances, and 
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are frequently possessed of foreign dominions of 
lar^Teater value than tiieir Imperial territories. 

G. The Germanic constitution lias,' however, 
in some respects its advantages. The particular 
diets of eacli circle tend to unite those princes 
in all matters of national concern, whatever may 
be the discordance of their individual interests. 
The regulations made in those diets make up 
for the want of a general legislative power. 
Besides tlie circular diets, the Electors, the 
Princes, tlie Free Cities, the Catholics, and the 
Protestants, hold their particular diets, when 
their common interests reijuire it; and these 
powers balance eacli other. Considered, tliere- 
fore, solely in the light of a league of several 
independent princes and states associating for 
their common benefit, the Germanic constitu- 
tion ha^j many advantages, in promoting general 
harmofiy, secuiang the rights of its members, 
and preventing the weak from being oppressed 
by the strong. 
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XXXIX. 

OF THE REFORMATION IN GERMANY AND SWIT- 
ZERLAND, AND THE REVOLUTION IN DENMARK 
AND SWEDEN. 

1. The age of Charles V. is the era of tlie 
Reformation of religion, of the discovery of the 
New World, and of the highest splendour of 
the fine arts in Italy and the south of Europe. 
We shall treat in order of each of these great 
objects ; and, first, of the Reformation. 

The voluptuous taste and the splendid pro- 
jects of [the celebrated John de Medici,] Pope 
Leo X., demanding large supplies of money, he 
instituted through all the Christian kingdoms a 
sale of indulgences, or remittances from the pains 
of purgatory. [The term was originally applied 
to a mere exemption from taxes : by the bishops 
of the twelfth century they were granted as dis- 
charges from civil or ecclesiastical punishments j 
but yhen monopolised by the •popes, they were 
carried to that exorbitant pitch of being sup- 
posed to convey a full remission of sins, past, pre- 
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sent, anJ to come, here and hereafter.]] This 
traihc being abused to the most shocking pur- 
poses* Martin Luther, an Augustine friar, []about 
the year 1517,2 upon him to preach against 

it, and to inveigh with acrimony against the 
power which authorised it. He found many 
willing hearers, particularly in the electorate of 
Saxony, of which the Prince Frederick was his 
friend and protector ; []that n'ise Prince, wlio, 
on the death of* Maximilian, 1519, had the mag- 
nanimity to refuse the Imperial diadem. (See 
supra. Sect. XXXVII. § 2.)]] Lea X. con- 
demned his tenets by a P^pal bull, which only 
increased the zeal and indignation, of the 
preacher. In a book he published, called the 
Babylonish Captivilyi he applied all the scrip- 
tural attributes of the whore of Babylon to the 
Papal hierarchy, and attacked with equal force 
and ^ulence the doctrines of transubstantiation, 
purgatory, the celibacy of the priests, and the 
refusal of wine in the communion to the people. 
The book being condemned to the flames, Luther 
took upon him to bum the Pope’s bull and the 
decretal* at Wittemberg, 1520. 

2. One of the first champions who took up 
the pen against Luther was Henry VIII. ot 
England, []who had had, in the course of his 

ft 3 
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education, his mind and attention a good deal 
turned to. the scholastic divinity and disputations 
of the times, and] whose book, presented to Pope 
Leo, procured him the title, • from that time 
annexed to the crown, of Defender of the f'aitli. 
Tlie rest of Euro])e seemed to pay little atten- 
tion to these rising controversies, {^Germany and 
Switzerland excepted, which soon became the 
chief theatres of the commotions that took place.] 
CharlesV., studious of the friendship of the Pope, 
took part against Luther, [though whether with 
much sincerity has been questioned,] and sum- 
moned him to answt^r for his doctrines, before 
the Imperial diet of Worms. The Ilcfonner, 
[having the Emperor’s safe-conduct, repaired 
to the as.sembly, wdiere he] defended himself 
with great spirit, and, aided by liif friend the 
Elector, made a safe escape into Saxony, where 
the mass was now universally abolisliec], the 
images destroyed, and the convents shut up. 
The friars and nuns returned to the world, and 
Luther took a nun for his wife. Nor did these 
secularised priests abuse their new freedom, for 
their manners were decent, and their life exem- 
plary. 

3. Erasmus has justly censured the impolicy 
of the Catholic clergy in their modes of resist- 
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ing and suppressing the new doctrines. They 
allowed them to be discussed in sermons before 
the people, and employed for that purpose 
furious and bigotted declaitners, who only in- 
creased and widened difterences. They would 
not yield in the most insignificant trific, nor ac- 
"knowledge a single fault ; and they persecuted 
with the utmost cruelty all whose o])inions were 
not agreeable to their own standard of faith. 
How wise is the counsel of Lord Bacon 1 
“ There is no better way to sto]> the rise of 
“ new sects and schisms ^than to reform abuses, 

“ compound the lesser ^difterences, proceed 
‘‘ mildly from thc^ first, refrain from sanguinary 
‘‘ persecutions, and rather to soften and win 
the principal leaders, by gracing and ad- 
vancing them, than to enrage them by vio- 
lence and bitterness/* (^Bac. Alor. JEss, Seci, 1. 
Ess. ^ 

4. Switzerland followed in tlie path of re- 
formation. Zuinglius of Zurich preached fbrtli 
the new tenets, [^not, however, exactly upon the 
same grounds as Luther, J with such zeal and 
effect, that the whole canton were his conv^erts, 
and the senate publicly abolished the mass, and 
purified the churches. Berne took the same 
measures with yet greater solemnity, after a dis- 
* R 4 
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cussdon in the senate which lasted two months. 
B41s imitated the same example. Five of the 
other cantons armed in -defence of their faith ; 
and in a desperate engagement, in which the 
Protestants were defeated, Zuinglius was slain, 
1531. 

• 5. Lutheranism was now making its progress 
towards the north of Europe. Sweden, Den- 
mark, and Norway, were at this time governed 
by Christiern II., the Nero of the north. The 
Swedes, reluctantly submitting to the yoke, were 
kept in awe by Troll,*Archbi8hop of Upsal, a 
faithful minister of tke tyrant in all his schemes 
of" oppression and cruelty. On intelligence of a 
revolt, tlie King and his primate, armed with a 
bull from Pope Leo X., (^repaired to Stockholm, 
and there] massacred the whole body of the- 
nobles and senators, amidst the festivity of a 
banquet, Gustavus Vasa,, [^who^ fathet was 
amongst the first who suffered,] grand-nephew 
of Charles Canuteon, formerly King of Sweden, 
escaped from this carnage, and concealed himself 
in the mines of Dalecarlia. By degrees assem- 
Idic^ a small army, he defeated jtbe Generals of 
Christijern, whose cruelties at length determined 
the united nations to vindicate their rights, by 
a aolenm s^t^ice of deposition. The 
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[after taking a most merciless revenge on the 
mother and sister of Gustavus, by causing them 
to be sewn up in a sack aird (^ast into the sea, 3 
fled to Flanders, ’and Frederic Duke of Holstein, 
[uncle of Christiern,] was elected sovereign of 
the three kingdoms, though Sweden, adhering 
to her heroic deliverer, and the heir of her 
ancient kings, acknowledged alone tlie sove- 
reignty of Gustavus Vasa, 1521. The bull of 
Leo X., and its bloody consequences, were suf. 
ficient to convert Sweden and Denmark to the 
tenets of the reformed religion. [Gustavus 
wrought this change aniopgst his Swedish sub- 
jects, and Frederic permitted the Danes to follow 
the example.3 Gustavus enjoyed his sceptre 
many years in peace, [raised his country to a 
• distinguished situation as a European power,] 
and contributed greatly to the happiness and 
prosperity of his kingdom. [Christiern the 
Second ended his days in a Danish prison ; 
and the archbishop, who had made himself the 
instrument of all his sovereign’s tyrannical pro- 
ceedings, actually died of wounds received in 
an engagement which he had excited the people 
of Lubeck^to undertake against Denmark.] 

6. As early as 1525, the states of Saxony, 
Brunswick* Hesse Cassel, and the cities of 



•250 


MODERN HISTORY. 


PART II. 


Sti’asburgh and Frankfort, had embraced the 
doctrines of the Reformation. Luther liad now 
a species of spiritual control, which he exercised 
by the medium of a synod 6f six reformers. 
His successful example gave rise to reformers 
of different kinds, whose doctrines were less 
consonant to reason or good policy. Two 
fanatics of Saxony, Storck and Muncer, con- 
demned infant baptism (hence termed Anabap- 
tists). They preached up universal equality 
and freedom of religious opinion, but, with sin- 
gular inconsistency, attempted to propagate their 
doctrines by the swprd. [(Their doctrine of 
equality naturally armed the peasants in their 
favour, and with this rabble at their heels, thev 
committed dreadful ravages.] They w^ere, [how- 
ever, in no long course of time,] ’defeated at • 
Mulhausen, and Muncer died on a scaffold ; 
but the party seemed to acquire new couiage. 
They surprised Munster, expelled the bishop, 
and anointed for their king a tailor named Jack 
of Leyden, who defended the city [a whole year] 
wdth the most desperate courage, but fell at 
length with his party under the su|)erior force of 
regular troops. [He did not lose his .presence of 
mind upon being taken, iut w'ith the most ex- 
traordinary fanaticism maintained to the last 
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that he was a king by the grace of God. After 
being carried from town to toWn, and exhibited 
as a sight, the bisliop ordered iiim to be put to 
death with red-l>ot pincers. 3 The Anabaptists, 
thus sanguinary in their original tenets and 
practices, have long ago become peaceable and 
harmless subjects. 

7 . The united power ol the Pope and Emperor 
found it impossible to check the progress of the 
Reformation. The diet of Spires proposed 
articles of accommodation between the Lutherans 
and Catholics. Fourteen cities of Germany, 
and several of the Electors, protested formally 
against those articles; and hence the Lutheran 
party acquired the name of l^rolcstants. Tlicy 
presented to the Assembly at Augsburg a con- 
fession of tbeir faith, which is the standard of 
the Protestant doctrines. 

8. ^he virtuous lives and conduct of the 

m 

Protestant leaders, compared with those of the 
higher clergy among the Catholics, formed a 
contrast very favourable to the progress of the 
Reformation. The solemn manner in which 
the states of Switzerland, and particularly Ge- 
neva, had proceeded, in calmly discussing every 
point of controversy, []in public disputations to 
which both Catholics and Protestants from all 
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countries were invited,} and yielding only to 
the force of rational conviction, attracted the 
respect of all Europe. John Calvin, a French- 
man, []and whose name was properly Chaicotn,~\ 
becoming a zealous convert to the new doc- 
trines, was the first who gave them a systematic 
form by his Institutions, and enforced theii' au- 
thority by the establishment of synods, consist- 
ories, and deacons. The magistracy of Geneva 
gave these ordinances the authority of the law ; 
and they were adopted by six of the Swiss can- 
tons, by the Protestants of France, and the 
Presbyterians of Scotland and England. The 
ablest advocates of Calvin will find it difficult to 

• ’ f 

vindicate him from the charge of intolerance 
and the spirit of persecution : [erecting his sys- 
tem upon republican and even democratical 
principles, in some remarkable instances he 
betrayed the spirit of a tyrant.} But tjtiese, 
which are the vices or defects of the individual, 
attach not in the least to the doctrines of the 
Heformation, which are subject to the test of 
reason, and can derive no blemish or dishonour 
from the men who propagated them, or even 
the motives which might influence some of their 
earliest irupports. This obsmvation applies 
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more jwwftieularly t<v the subject of tbe ensuing 
sectiofi. 


XL. 

OF THE REFORMATION IN ENO^aAND UNIHUt. 

HENRY VIII. ANX> HIS EUCCESSOSat 

1. WicKEiFFE, in. the middle of the fourteenth 
century, by an attack on tlie doctrines of tran- 
substantiation, indulgences, and auricular con- 
fession, and yet more Ijy translation of the 
Scriptures into the vemaculai' tongue, had pre- 
pared the minds of tlie people of England for a 
revolution in religious opinions j but his pro- 
fessed followers were not numerous. The in- 
temperate passions of Henry VIII. were the 
inuBediate cause of the Reformation in England. 
He had been married for eighteen years to 
Catharine of Spain, aunt of Chai'les V., by whom 
he had three children^ one of them Mary, after- 
wards Queen of England ; when falling in love 
with Anna Bullen, he solicited Clement VII. 
for a divorce from Catharine on the score of her 
former marriage to his elder brotlier Arthur. 
“HuL Pope found hinjeHf in the painfiil dilemma 
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of either affronting the Emperor, or mortally 
offending the King of England ; [|he must also 
have annulled or discredited the dispensation 
granted by his predecessor Julins II., wlio had 
especially allowed and sanctioned the marriage 
which Henry now wished to set aside ; and this 
could only have been done at a great risk of 
depreciating the Papal authority. 3 In hope 
that the King’s passion might cool, he spun off 
the time by preliminaries and ncgociations, but 
to no purpose. Henry was resolutely bent on 
accomplishing his wishes. [Francis I. King of 
France supported the fause of Henry at Rome, 
on the ostensible grounds of relationship and 
alliance, but chiefly, it maybe supposed, in oppo- 
sition to his great rival Charles V.] The Sor- 
bonne and other French Universities*, however, 
gave an opinion in Henry’s favour j and armed 
with this sanction he caused Cranmer, Ar-ch- 
bishop of Canterbury, to annul his marriage, 
1533. The repudiated Queen gave place to 
Anna Bullep. On this occasion Wolsey, the 
minister of Henry, lost the favour of his master, 
by opposing, as was believed, his darling 
measure. 

2. Clement Vll., from this specimen of th« 
wayward temper of Henry, resolved to keep 
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well with the Emperor, and issued Ins bull, 
condemnatory of the sentence of the Arclibishop 
of Canterbury. Henry immediately proclaimed 
himself Head of. the Church of England; the 
parliament ratified his title, [granted him the 
annates or first-fruits wliicli had been paid to 
the Popes,] and the Papal authority was instantly 
suppressed iii all his dominions, 1534. He pro- 
ceeded to abolisl) the monasteries, and confis- 
cate their treasures and revenues, erecting out 
of the latter six new bishoprics and a college. 
The immoralities of the monks were sedulously 
exposed, the forgery of relics, false miracles, 
&c. held up to the popular scorn. 

S. Yet Henry, though a Petbrmer, and JYpe 
in his own kingdom, liad not renounced the 
religion of l^ome ; he was equally an enemy to 
the tenets of Euther and Calvin, as to the I’ope’s 
jurisdiction in England. [In legard to t.lie 
latte’’ point he was so determined, that those 
who refused to take the oath of supremacy, in 
acknowledgment of his being Head of the 
Church, were speedily brought to the scaffold. 
The celebrated Sir Thomas More, and Fisher, 
Bishop of Rochester, who had been the King’s 
preceptor, and was at the time eighty years of 
age, being among the earliest and most lamented 
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victim&.3 lacofistanfe.in his affectioM, and a 
strange* to aB huKianity, he removed Anna 
BulJea from the throne to the scaffokl, to gratify 
a new passion for Jane Seymour, a maid of 
honour, who happily died about a year aftei-. 
To her succeeded Anne of Cloves, whom he 
divorced in nine months, to make way for Ca- 
tharine Howard- She underwent the same fate 
with Anna Bulfen, on a similar suspicion of 
infidelity to his bed. His sixth wife, Catharine 
Parr, with difficulty retained her hazardous ele- 
vation, but had the good fortune to sui’vive the 
tyrant. 

4. On the death oi‘ Henry VIII., 1547, and 
the accession of his son Edward VI., the Pro- 
testant religion prevailed in England, and was 
favoured by the Sovereign j but he died at the 
early age of fifteen, 1553 ^ and [after a r^h’ 
attempt to seat Lady Jane Grey, the dah^hter 
of the Duke of Suffolk, niece to Henry VIII,, 
cxn the throne,] the sceptre passed to the hands 
of his sister Maiy, [daughter of Queen Catha- 
rine, J an intolerant Catholic, and most crufel 
persecutor of the Protestants ; [a good, deal pro- 
voked thereto, no doufit, by the injurious treat- 
ment her mother had received, and ins%atedto 
revenge by all the adherents of the ajinient 
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religion.] In her reign, which was but of five 
years^ duration, above 800 miserable victims 
were burnt at a stake, martyrs to their religious 
opinions. Mary inherited a congenial spirit 
with her husband, Philip II. of Spain, whose 
intolerance cost him the loss of a third part of 
his dominions. 

5. Mary was succeeded (1558) by her sister 
Elizabeth, the daughter of Anna Bullen, a Pro- 
testant, and the more zealous from an abhor- 
rence of the character of her predecessor. In 
her reign the religion of England became 
stationary. The hierarchy w^as established in 
its present fb^'in, by archbishops, bishops, priests, 
and deacons, the King being by law the Head 
of the Church. The liturgy liad been settled 
in J:he reign ^ of Edw^ard VI. : the canons are 
agreealje chiefly to the Lutheran tenets. 

Of •the Reformation in Scotland we shall af- 
terwards treat under a separate section. 


VOL. IT. 
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XLI. 

OF THE DISCOVERY AND CONQUEST OF AMERICA. 

1. Among those great ev^ents which distin- 
guished the age of Charles V., was tlie conquest 
of Mexico by Ferdinando Cortez, and of Peru 
by the Pizarros. The discovery of America 
had preceded the first of these events about 
twenty-seven years ; but we have postponed tlie 
mention of it till now, that the whole may be 
shortly treated in connection. ' 

Christopher Columbus, a Genoese, a man of 
enterpnsing spirit, [bred up to the sea from his 
earliest youth, J having in vain solicited encou- 
ragement from his native state, from Portugal, 
and from England, to attempt discoveries in the 
western seas, [hoping and expecting thereby to 
find a shorter passage to the Indies, 3 applied to 
Ferdinand and Isabefia of Spain, w^hq, [after a 
tedious suspense of seven year8,3 furnished him 
with, three small ships, ninety men, and a few 
thousand ducats for the charges 6f h^s voyage. 
After 'thirty-three days’ sail ^om the Canaries, 



SECT, il.* 


MODERN HISTORY. 


he discovered, [in the year l j San Salvador, 
and soon after the islands of Cuba and llis])a- 
niola; [but he had so little apprehension of the 
exact circumstances of his own discoveries, that 
he at first supposed lie had arrived at the eastern 
side of Asia, and that he liad only discovered a 
new passage to the countries \ isited by tlie Ve- 
jietian, Marco Paulo, in the thirteentli century. 
He appears to have been deceived by a geogra- 
phical error of Ptolemy, v/ho had misciilculated 
the distance between Europe and China to the 
amount of nearly three-fourths of tlie Pacific 
Ocean ; otherwise it would ^eem that Columbus 
was not ie:norant of the old traditions concerning 
a western continent. J lictnrning’ 
voyage,] accompanied with some of the natives, 
son^e presents in gold, and curiosities oi tlio 
country;^ he was treated by the Spaniards with 
the highest honours, and soon su])plied with a 
suitable armament for the prosecution of his 
discoveries. In his second voyage lie discovered 
the Caribbees and Jamaica. In a thu'd voyage, 
1198, he descried the continent of America, 
within ten degrees of tlie line, towards the isth- 
mus of Panama. To this continent the geo- 
grapher Americus, Amerigo Vespucci,'} who, 
five years after, followed the footsteps of Co- 

8 2 
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lumbus, had the undeserved^ honour of giving 
his name. 

2. The inhahitants of America and its islands 
were a race of, men quite new'to the Europeans. 
They are of the colour of copper, and have no 
beard. In some quarters, as in Mexico and 
Peru, the Spaniards found a flourishing empire, 
and a people pohshed, refined, and luxurious. 
In others, man was a naked savage, the member 
of a wandering tribe, whose sole occupation was 
hunting or war. The savages of the continent 
were characterised alike by their cruelty to their 
enemies, their contempt of death, and their 

* i 

generous affection for their friends. The inha- 
bitants of the islands were a milder race, of 
gentler manners, and less hardy conformation of 
Jbody and mind. The larger animals, as tlie 
^elephant, the camel, thej horse, and the cow, 
,were unknown in America j [and the natural 
productions were, comparatively, either with 
Europe or India, few : there were no lemons, 
oranges, pomegranates, quinces, figs, ohves, me- 
lons, vines, nor sugar-canes : neither apples, 
pears, plums, cherries, currants, gooseberries, 
rice, nor any other corn but maize j no poultry, 
except turkeys, no cats or dogs.J 

3. To the inhabitants ofthose nqw discovered 
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countries, which were believed to contain inex- 
haustible treasures, the Spaniards, under the 
pretence of religion and policy, conducted 
themselves with the most shocking inhumanity. 
The rack, the scourge, the faggot, were em- 
ployed to convert them to Christianity. They 
were hunted down like wild beasts, or burnt 
alive in their thickets and fastnesses. Hispa- 
niola, containing three millions of inhabitants, 
and Cuba, containing above six hundred thou- 
sand, were, in a few years, absolutely depopu- 
lated. [How extraordinary must it have ap- 
peared to those at all capable of reflecting on 
the fate of Galileo, who had suflTered for merely 
suggesting that there might be antipodes, to 
think that now t/iej/ rcere discovered, a successor 
tlie Roman Pontiff, who punished so severely 
his supposed ignorance and presumption, should 
eagerly seize upon them as his own, and bestow 
them upon whom he chose, by measurement, 
and a formal assignment of boundaries, which, 
however, was actually the case. 3 ft was now 
resolved to explore the continent j and Ferdi- 
nando Cortez, with eleven ships and 617 men, 
sailed for that purpose from Cuba in 1519. 
Landing at Tabasco, he advanced, though with 
a braxSfe- Opposition' ffotfi the natives, into the 

s 3 
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hfcart of the country. The state ofTlascala, after 
ineffectual resistance, became the ally of the 
Spaniards j and, on their approach to Mexico, 
the terror of their name, [^heightened by tlie ap- 
pearance of the horses, and the noise of tlie ar- 
tillery, J had paved the way for an easy conquest. 

. 4 . The Mexican empire, though founded 
little more Ilian a century before this period, 
had arisen to great splendour. [|The capital, 
situated in the middle of an extensive lake, ex- 
hibited a degree of magnificence little to be ex- 
pected in regions so wild and so remote from 
the more civilised parts of the globe. 3 Its sov-e- 
reign, Montezuma, received the invaders with tlie 
reverence due to superior beings. But a short 
acquaintance opened the eyes of the Mexicans; 

c 

and finding nothing in the Spaniards beyond what' 
was Injman, they were daring enough to*^attack, 
and put to death a few of them. The intrepid 
Cortez immediately marched to the palace with 
fifty men, and putting the Emperor in irons, car- 
ried him off iirisoner to his camp. The astonished 
Mexicans submitted to every term, and agreed 
to redeem their sovereign by the surrender of all 
the imperial treasures. [Cortez ' divided tlfe 
spoils into five parts ; one of which he assigned 
own sovereign, one he took to himself, and 
4»ttibute^i the remainder amongst his aofdiers.J 
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5. Velasquez, gt)vernor of Cuba, jealous of 
Cortez, attempted to supersede him, by dis- 
patching a superior army to the continent; but 
the latter defeating his troops, compelled them^ 
to join^his own banners. In an attack from tlie 
Mexicans for the rescue of their sovereign, Mon- 
tezuma having offered to -mediate between the 
Mexicans and their enemies, was indignantly 
put to death by one of his own subject^. The 
whole empire, under its new sovereign, Guati- 
inozin, [a near relative of Montezuma,] was 
now armed against the Spaniards ; and wliile 
the plains were covered witfi their archers and 
spearmen, the lake of Mexico was filled with 
armed canoes. To oppose the latter, the 
^Spaniards built a few^ vessels under the walls of 
theil city, and soon evinced their superiority on 
both elcihents to their feeble foe. The monarch 
was t^en prisoner by the officers of Cortez, and 
refusing to discover his treasures, was stretched 
naked on burning coals. Soon after, on the 
discovery of a conspiracy against the Spaniards, 
the wretched Guatimozin, with all the princes 
of his blood, were executed on a gibbet. This 
was the last blow to the power of the Mexicans, 
and Coilez was now absolute master of the 
whole empire, J5i27. [The veiy extraordinary 

s 4? 
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manner ih which this conquest was achieved, 
by comparatively such a handful of Europeans, 
opposed not only to hundreds of thousands of 
, infuriated savages, but to a rival party of their 
owTi countrymen, must, notwithstanding* the 
cruelties committed, and the injustice of the 
whole proceeding, impress us with strong ideas 
of the valour and resolution of the commander, 
who was, after all, suffered to die,. in his native 
country, under circumstances of neglect scarcely 
to be credited, j 

6. In the same year j^that Cortez finally 
subdued the Mexicans,] 1527, Diego D’Alma- 
gro and Francis Pizarro, with 250 foot, 60 
horse, and 12 small pieces of cannon, landed in 
Peru, a large and flourishing empire, governed 
by an ancient lace of monarchs named Incas. 
The Inca Atabalipa, [^at the head of an army of 
forty thousand men, armed with pikes and ar- 
rows of gold and silver, 3 receiving the Spaniards 
with reverence, they immediately required him 
, to embrace the Christian faith, and suiTender 
i all his dominions to the Emperor Charles V., 
.who had obtained a gift of them from the Pope. 
The proposal being misunderstood, or received 
■Vdth hesitation, Pizarro seized the njonarch as 
his prisoner, whUe Jiis troops massacred 5000 
qTthe Bemvians on .tlw,spot, £the<5tnnon, horses, 
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and novel appearance of the Spanish soldiers 
having produced the same degree of fascination 
as had occurred on the first attack of the Mexi- 
cans.^ The empire was now plundered of pro- 
digious treasures in gold and precious stones; 
but^tabalipa, being suspected of concealing a 
part from his insatiable invaders, was solemnly 
tried as a criminal, and strangled at a stake. 

7 . The courage of the Spaniards surpassed 
even their inhumanity. D’Almagro marched 
500 leagues, through continual opposition, to 
Cusco, and penetrated across the Cordilleras 
into Chili, two degrees Jbeyond the southern 
tropic. He was slain in a civil war between 
him and his associate, Francis Pizarro, who was 
soon after assassinated by the party of his rival. 
At this time the Spaniards discovered the inex- 
haustible silver mines of Potosi, which they 
corbelled the Peruvians, [to whom these trea- 
sures were previously unknown, [] to work for 
their • advantage. They are now wrought by 
the negroes of Africa. The native Peruvians, 

who are a weakly race of men, were soon almost 

* 

exterminated by cruelty and intolerable labour, 

■ The humane Bishop of Chiapa, [whose me- 
moirs of these times and transactions cannot 
/be read without horror, J remonstrated with suc- 
' cero to Charles V. on .this subject, [and to his 
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successor Philip II., 3 and the residue of this mi- 
serable people, [though the worthy bishop was a 
good deal opposed in his attempts to ameliorate 

r 

matters,] have been since treated with more in- 
dulgence. 

8. The Spanish acquisition^ in America be- 
long to the crown and not to the state : they 
are the absolute property of the sovereign, and 
regulated solely by his will. They are governed 
by the three viceroys of Mexico, Peru, and 
Terra Firma, who exercise supreme civil and 
military authority over their provinces. There 
are eleven courts of hudience for the adminis- 
tration of justice, with whose judicial proceed- 
ings the viceroys cannot intei fere ; and their 
judgments are subject to appeal to the Royal 
Council of the ’indies, whose j urisTliction ess 
tends to every department, ecclesiastical, *civil, 
military, and commercial. A tribunal in Spdin, 
, called Casa de la Contratacion, regulates the de- 
parture of the fleets, and their destination and 
equipment, under the control of the Council of 
the Indies. 

No alteration is attempted in this passage, because it 
properly represents the state of things, previously to the 
late attempts to establish the independence of the Spanish 
colonies; a struggle which can scarcely be said to be so fully 
terminated, even 3^et, as to allow us to speak of it witii his- 
toj^ical precision. 
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9. The gold and silver of Spanish America, 
though the exclusive property of the crown of 
Spain, has, by means of wars, marriages of 
pringes, and extension of commerce, come into 
genial circulation, and has greatly increased 
tlie quantity of specie, and diminished the value 
of money over all Europe. [^But the earliest 
effects of the gold and silver found in America 
were to give 'animation to the East Indian trade 
laid open to the world, by tlie concurrent dis- 
coveries of the Portuguese. The latter found 
in the East, commercially speaking, all things 
ready for them, and needed therefore only an 
ability to piirchase what was wanted, and to 
draw an old established trade into a new chan- 
nel. The Spaniards, on the contrary, found the 
natives of America rude and ignorant, wholly 
unaeqaainted witli the principles of commerce, 
amPthe country abounding certainly with trea- 
sures, but which required much labour and atten- 
tion before they could expect to derive any 
great advantages from them. In time, besides 
gold and silver, the native productions of Ame- 
rica, cochineal, tobacco, indigo, bark, cotton, 
ginger, cocoa, and various drugs, rendered the 
western as profitable as the eastern discoveries.^ 
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XLII. 

POSSESSIONS OF THE OTHER EUROPEAN^ NAt'IonS 
IN AMERICA. 

1. The example of the Spaniards excited a 
desire in the other nations of Europe to partici- 
pate with them in the riches of the New World. 
The Frenclj, in 1557, attempted to form a set- 
tlement on the coast of Brazil, where the Por- 
tuguese had already established themgelves from 
the beginning of the century. The colony was 
divided by faction, and was soon utterly de- 
stroyed by the Portuguese. It is Tine of the 
richest of the American settlements, bothjfrom 
the produce of its soil, and its mines of gold and 
precious stones. 

2. The Spaniards were in possession of Flo- 
rida, when the French attempted to colonise it 
in 1564, but without success. The French then’ 
established a settlement in Canada, and founded 
Quebec in 1 608 ; but the colony was peipetually 
subject tb Rttack from the Eng|ish. -2liT6S^'’ 
tte French had not a foot of territory in .Am«- 



269 


SECT. 42 . MODERN HISTORY. 

rica. Canada has been repeatedly taken by the 
English and restored, by different treaties, to 
the French ; but it has now for many years been 
permanently a British settlement. The French 
drew their greatest advantages from the islands 
ofStSt. Domingo, Guadaloiipe, and Martinico. 
From their continental possessions of’ Louisiana, 
and the settlements on the Mississippi, which 
they have now lost, they never derived any 
solid benefit- 

3 . The Dutch have no other settlement on 
the continent of America but Surinam, a part 
of Guiana ; and, in the Viest Indies, the islands 
of Curassoa and St. Eustatius. The Danes 
possess the inconsiderable islands of St. Thomas 
and Santa Cruz. . 

4. The British have extensive settlements on 

the continent of America, and the West India 
isl^ds. ’ England derived her right to her set- 
tlements in North America from the first dis- 
covery of the country by Sebastian Cabot, [a 
Venetian merchant, patronised by Henry VII., 
who appears to have begun his voyage from 
England, 1497.3 years after the discovery 

of South ^America by Columbus ; but there 
were ncr attempts to colonise any part of the 
country till about a century afterwards, when 
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1 ^ 8 ^, 3 planted the colony 
of Virginia, so named in honour of his Queen. 
Nova Scotia was planted under James I., and 
New England in the reign of Charles I., chiefly 
by the refugee Puritans. New York and Penn- 
sylvania were in the hands of the Dutch,' --uil 
conquered by the English in the reign of 
Charles II., who granted a gift of the latter 
province, with a charter of privileges, to William 
Penn the Quaker. Maryland was colonised in 
the time of Charles I. by English Catholics. 
The Carolinas were settled in the reign of 
Charles II. Georgiii, was not colonised till 
the reign of George II. The Floridas were 
ceded to Britain by Spain at the peace of 1763. 

5 . The British American colonies, under which 
name we include tlie United States, "are greatly 
inferior in natural riches to those of thg Spa- 
niards, as they produce neither silver nor guld, 
indigo noi cochineal j but they are in general of 
fertile soil, and highly improved by industry ; 
and they afford a Hiost profitable market for 
home manufactures. • The produce of the 
West India islands, Jamaica, Barbadoes, St. 

- f 

[• For a farther account of the United States, see VoJ. lU. 
Sect, vni.] 
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Christopher’s, Antigua, the Granadas, &c., in 
sugar, cotton, tobacco. See,, is of very great value 
to the mother-country. 


XLIIL 

OF a'HE STATE OF THE FINE ARTS IN EUROPE IN 
THE AGE OF EEO X. 


1. In enumerating those great objects which 
characterised the end of tlie fifteenth and be- 
ginning of the sixteenth century, wC remarked 
the high' advancement to whicli the fine arts 
attained in Europe in the age of Leo X. The 
strong bent which the human mind seems to 

take in certain periods to one class of pursuits 

* 0 . 

iiT preference to all others, as in that age to the 
tine arfs of painting, sculpture, and architecture, 
ma^ be in part accounted for from moi al causes ; 
such as the peaceful state of a country, the ge- 
nius or taste of its sovereigns, and their liberal 
encouragement of those arts; tJie general emu- 
lation that arises where one or two artists are of 
confessed eminence ; and the aid which tliey 
derive from ’the studies arid^works of each other. 
These causes have doubtless great influence. 
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but do not seem entirely sufficient to account 
for the phenomenon. The operation of such 
causes must be slow and gradual. In the case 
of the fine arts, the transition fi’om obscurity to 
splendour was rapid and instantaneous. From 
the contemptible mediocrity in w'hich they.hfitl 
remained for ages, they rose at one step to the 
h^hest pitch of excellence. 

2. The arts of painting and sculpture were 
buried in the West under the ruins of the 
Roman empire. They gradually declined in 
the latter ages, as we may perceive by the series 
of the coins of the Lqwer Empire. The Ostro- 
goths, instead of destroying, sought to preserve 
the monuments of taste and genius. They 
were even the inventors of some of the arts 
dependent on design, as tlie composition of 
Mosaic. But, in the middle ages, those arts 
were at a very low ebb in Europe. They began, 
however, to revive a little about the end of the 
thirteenth century. Cimabue, a Florentine, 
from the sight of the paintings of sorne Greek 
artists in one of the churches, began to attempt 
similar performances, and soon excelled his 
models. His scholars were Ghiotto, Gaddi, 
Tasi, Cayallini, and Stephano Fiorentino j and 
these formed an academy at Florence in 1350, 
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3. The works of these earJj^^inters, with 
some fidelity of imitation, had not a spark of 
grace or elegance ; and such continued to be 
the state of the art till towards the end of the 
fifteenth century, when it arose at once to the 
summit of perfection. Raphael painted at first 
in the hard manner of his ^ster Peruginp; but 
soon deserted it, and strflffe at once into ti§e 
noble, elegant, and graceful ; in short, the imi- 
tation of the emtique. Tlris change was the 
result of genius alone. The ancient sculptures 
were familiar to the, early painters, biit they had 
looked on them with cold' indifference. They 
Were now surveyed by other eyes. Michael 
Angelo, Raphael, and Leonardo da Vinci, were 
animated by tlie same genius that formed the 
Giiecian Apelles, Zeuxis, Glycon,‘Thidias, and 
Praxiteles. 

4., Nor was Italy alone thus distinguished. 
Germany, Flanders, and Switzerland, produced 
in the same age artists of consummate merit. 
Before the notice of these, we shall briefly cha- 
racterise the schools of Italy. 

5. First in order is the School of Florence, 
of which the most eminent master was Michael 
. Angelo,'bprn in 1474. His works are charac- 
terised by a profouiid knowledge of the anatomy 
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of the huapupi^ure, perhaps chiefly formed on 
the contemplation of the ancient sculptures. His 
paintings exhibit the grand, the sublime, and 
terrible ; but he drew not fr6m the antique its 
simple grace and beauty. 

6.* The Roman school was founded I'ryTti.- 
jghael d’Urbino, bofipt 1483. This great painter 
miited almost eveiy- excellence of the art. In 
invention, grace, majestic simplicity, forcible ex- 
pression of the passions, he stands unrivalled, 
and far beyond all competition. He has bor- 
rowed hberally, but without servility, from the 
antique. 

7* Of the school of Lombardy, or the Ve- 
netian, the most eminent ailists were, Titian, 
Giorgione, Corregio, and Parmeggiano. Titian 
is most eminent in portrait, and in rlie painting of 
female beauty. Such is the truth of hk colour- 
ing that his figures are nature itself, ft was 
the testimony of Michael Angelo to the merits 
of Titian, that, if he had studied at Rome or 
Florence, amidst the master-pieces of antiquity, 
fie would have eclipsed all the painters in the 
W&rld. Giorgione,' with similar merits, was ^ut 
off in the l^ovver of liis youth. Titian lived to 
the age of a hnndred. Corregio was superior, 
in ct^oiiring, and knowledge of light and shade. 
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to all that have preceded or followed him. This 
knowledge was the» result of study ; in other 
painters those effects are frequently accidental, 
as we observe th*ey are not uniform. Parmeg- 
giano imitated the graceful manner of Raphael, 
but" carried it to a degree of affectation. 

8. Such were the three original Italian schools. 
The character of the Florentine is grandeur arM 
sublimity, with great excellence of design, but 
a want of grace, of skill in colouring, and effect 
of light and shade. The character of the Ro- 
man is equal excellence of design, a grandeur 
tempered with moderation fend simplicity, a high 
degree of grace and elegance, and a superibr 
knowledge, though not an excellence, in co- 
louring. The character of the Venetian is the 
•pej-fection of 'colouring, and the utmost force of 
light and shade, with an inferiority in eveiy 
othor particular. 

9 . To the school of Raphael succeeded the 
second Roman school, or that of the Caraccis, 
three brothers, of whom Annibal was the most 
excellent. His scholars were, Guercino, Al- 
bino, Lanfranc, Domenichino, and Guido. 
Of these, though all eminent painters, the first 
and last were the most excellent. The ele- 

4 * 

g^t contours of Guerciifo, and the strength, 

T 2 
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sweetness, and rpajesty of Guido, are the admir- 
ation of ail true judges of painting. 

10, In the same age, the Flemish school, 
though of a quite different character, and inferior 
to the Italian, shone with great lustre. Oil 
painting was invented by the Flemings in the 

t senth century; and, in that age, Heemskirk, 
ns Floris, Quintin Matsys, and the German 
Albert Durer, were deservedly distinguished. 
Of the Flemish school Rubens, though a painter 
of a much^ later age, is the chief ornament. His 
figures, though too corpulent, are drawn with 
great truth and nature, and he possesses inex- 
h^ustible invention, and great skill in the e^^- 
pression of the passions'. Switzerland produced 
Hans Holbein, a painter of great eminence in 
portrait, and remarkable for truth of colouring. 
Of his works, from his residence at the oourt of 
Henry VIII., there are more specimens^ in 
Britain than those of any other foreign painter. 

, — Holland had, likewise its painfers, whose chief 
merit was the faithful representation of vulgar 
nature, and perfect knowledge of the mechanism 
of the art, the power of colours, and the effect *f 
light and shade. 

11. Wili the art of painting, sculpture and 
^arclutecture were lik^iae revived in the same 
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age, and brought to high perfection. The uni- 
versal genius of ^ichael Angelo shone equally 
conspicuous in all the three departments. His 
statue of Bacchus was judged by Raphael to be 
the work of Phidias or Praxiteles. — The Gre- 
cian architecture was first revived by the Flo- 
rentines in the fourteenth century j and the 
cathedral of Pisa was constructed partly 
the materials of an ancient Greek temple. The 
art .arrived at high perfection in the age of 
Leo X., when the church of St. Peter’s at Rcme, 
under the direction of Bramante, San Gallo, 
Raphael, and Michael exhibited the 

noblest specimen of architecture in the uni- 
verse. 

12. The invention of the art of engraving on 
copper by Tomaso Finiguerra, a goldsmith of 
Florence, is dated about 1460. From Italy it 
travelled into Flanders, where it was first prac- 
tised by Martin Schoen of Antwerp. His 
scholar was the celebrated Albert Durer, who 
engraved with excellence both 'on copper and 
on wood. Etching on copper by means of 
aquafortis, which gives more ease than the stroke 
of the graver, Avas discovered, by Parmeggiano, 
Avho executed in that manner his own beautiful 
designs. No art unden^nt, in its early stages, 

T 3 
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SO Tapid an improvement as that of engraving. 
In the course of 150 years from its invention, it 
attained nearly to its perfection ; for there has 
been but little proportional improvement in the 
.last century, since the days of Audran, Poilly, 
and Edelinck. 

IS. The art of engraving in mezzotinto is 
OF^uch later date than the ordinary mode of 
engraving on copper. It was the invention of 
Prince Ruf)ert about 1650. It is characterised by 
a softness equal to that df the pencil, and a happy 
blending of light and shade, and is therefore pe- 
culiarly adapted to portrait, where those re- 
quisites are most essential. 

4 

14. The age of Leo X. was likewise an era 
of very high literary splendour ; but of the dis- 
tinguished writers of that period w-e shall after- 
wards treat, in a connected view of the pro- 
gress of literature and the sciences during ^fhe 
siifteenth and seventeenth centuries. 
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XLIV. 

OF THE OTTOMAN POWER IN THE SIXTEENTH 
CENTURY. 

1. From the period of the taking of Con- 
stantinople, in the middle of the fiftteenth cen- 
tury, the Turks were a great and conquering 
people. In tlie [beginning of thc^ sixteenth 
century, Selim 1., after subduing Syria, and Me- 
sopotamia, underlook the conquest of Egypt, 
then governed by the Mamalukes,a race of Cir- 
cassians, wlio had seized the country in 1250 , 

.and put an .end to the government of the 
Arabian princes, the posterity of Saladin. The 
conquest of Egypt by Selim made little change 
in the form of its government. It professes to 
own the sover^giity of the Turks, but is in 
reality governed still by the Manialuke Beys, 

2 . Solyman (the Magnificent), son of Selim, 
was, like his predecessors, a great conqueror. 
The island of Rhodes, possessed by the Kniglits 
of St. John, was a darling object of his ambition. 
These knights had expelled the Saracens from 

. t 4 
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the island in ISIO. Solyman attacked Rhodes 
with 140,000 men and 400 ships. The Rhodian 
knights, aided by the English, Italians, and 
Spaniards, made a noble defence ; but, after a 
siege of many months, were forced to capitulate, 
and evacuate the island, 1^22, which has been 
the . property of the Turks ever since. The 
c0tnmercial laws of the ancient Rhodians were 
adopted by the Romans, and are at this day the 
foundation of the maritime jurisprudence of all 
the nations of Europe. 

3. Solyman subdued the greatest part of 
Hungary, Moldavia, and Walachia, and took 
from the Persians Georgia and Bagdat. [He 
died while besieging a town in Hungary, having 
extended his authority over a track of country, 
reaching from Algiers to the Euphrates, and. 
from the further end of the Black Sea to the 
extremity of Greece and Epirus.J His son, 
Selim II., took Cj^^irus from the Venetians in 
1571. They applied to Pope [Pius V.] for aid, 
’who, together with Philip II. of Spain, [after 
ha:viDg tried in vain to rouse* other European 
potentates to engage in the enterprise,] entered 
into a triple alliance against the Ottoman power. 
An armament of 250 ships of war, commanded 
by Philip's natural brother, Don John of Aus- 
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tria, [^having under= him, on the part of the 
Romans, Mark Anthony Colonna, Admiral of 
the Pope’s gallies, and on the part of the Vene- 
tians, Sebastian Venieso, of a distinguished 
family, 3 was opposed to 250 Turkish, gallies in 
the gulf of Lepanto, near Corinth. [[Never 
since the battle of Actium had the Grecian 
seas beheld so numerous a fleet. After a des- 
perate engagement,]] the Turks were defeated, 
with the loss of 150 ships and 15,000 men, 1571. 
This great victory was soon after followed by 
the* taking of Tunis by the same commander ; 
[but the Turks were not ,long before they reco- 
vered it.]] 

4. These successes, therefore, were of little 
consequence. The Ottoman power continued 
extremely formidable. Under Amurath II. the 
Turks made encroachments on Hungary, and 
subdued a part of Persia. Mahomet III., thougl?^ 
a barbarian in his private character, supported 
the dignity of the empire, and extended its do- 
minions. The Ottoman power declined from 
this time, and yielded to that of the Persians 
under Schah-Abbas the Great, who wrested 
from the Turks a large part of their late acquired 
dominions. 
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XLV. 

iti'AM OF PERSIA AND THE OTHER ASIATIC 
KINGDOMS IN THE SIXTEENTH AND SEVEN- 
TEENTH CENTURIES. 

•a. The great empire of Persia, in the end of 
the fifteentli century, underwent a revolution 
on -account of religion.* Haydar or Soplu, a 
religious enthusiast, QstablishecJ a new sect of 
Afalioinetans, which held Ali to he the successor 
of Mdiomet instead of Omar, and abolished the 
pilgrimages to Mecca. The Persians eagerly 
embraced a doctrine which distingaished them 
from their enemies the Turk^ ; and Ismael the 

a- 

son of Sophi, following the example of Maho- 
met, enforced his opinions by the sword. He 
subdued all Persia and Armenia, and left his 
vast empire to his descendants. 

2. Schah- Abbas, surnamed the Great, was 
the great-giandson of Ismael Sophi. He ruled 
his empire with despotic sway, but with most 
» able policy, [for thfe long space of nearly fifty 
years.] He regained the provinces which had 
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been taken by the Turks, and drove tlie Poitu- 
cruese from their settlement of Ormuz. He 
rebuilt the fallen cities of Persia, and contributed 
greatly to tlie intsoduction of arts and civilisation. 
His *son Schah-Sesi reigned we^ly and uhfbr- 
^unately. In his time, Schah-Gean, the Great 
Mogul, deprived ^Persia of Candabar, and the 
Turks took Bagdat in 1638. From that period 
the Persian monarchy gradually declined. Its 
sovereigns became the most despicable slaves to 
their own ministers ; and a revolution in the be- 
ginning of the eighteenth century put an end to 
the dynasty of the Sophis^ and gave the throne 
to the Afghan princes, a race of Tartars. 

3 . The government of Persia is almost as 
despotic as that of Turkey. The sovereign 
draws a small yearly tax from every subject, 
and receives likewise stated gifts on particular 
occasions. The crown is hereditary, with the 
exclusion of females j but the sons of a daughter 
succeed in their room. There is no otlier rank in 
Persia than that annexed to office, which is lield 
during the monarch’s pleasure. The national 
religion is the Mahometan, as reformed by Sophi, 
[but other forms of religion and modes of wor- 
ship are tolerated.]} The sect of tlie Guebres 
preserve the religion of Zoroaster, as contained 
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Zendavesta and Sadder, (see supra] Part I. 
Sect XI.) and keep alive the sacred fire. 

4. *rhe poetry of the Persians displays great 
fetncy and luxuriance of imagery. The epic 
pbet Firdousi is said t6 rival the various merits 
df Homer and Ariosto; and the writings of 
ifedi and Hafez, both in prose and poetry, are 
adnfired by all who are conversant in oriental 
literature. [^The Persians are, in general, much 
given to astrology. Sir John Chardin reports 
that, in his time, even the government expended 
upon astrologers immense sums.] 

5. ‘ Tartary . — From this vast tract of country 
sprang those conquerors who produced all the 
great revolutions in Asia. The Turks, a race 
of Tartaj's, overwhelmed the empire of the 
Caliphs. Mahmoud, a Tartar, conquered Persia 
and great part of India in the tenth centur^\ 
The Tartar Gengiscan' subdued India, China, 
Pefsia, and Asiatic Russia, in the beginning of 
the thirteenth century. Batoucan, one of his 
sons, ravaged to the frontiers of Germany. Ta- 
merlane, the scourge of the Turks, and con- 
queror of a great part of Asia, was of the race 
of Gengiscan. Babar, great-grandson of Tamer- 
lane,' subdued all between Sapiarcand and Agra 
in the ernpire' of the Mogul. The descendants 
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of those conquerors reign in India, Persia, and 
China, [^and have assimilated themselves to the 
habits and manners of the countries subdued by 
their, arms but Tartary itself is still no more 
4han a vast desert, inhabited by wandering tribes, 
who follow the life of the ancient Scythians. 

6. Thibet. — This southern part of Tartary 
exhibits the phenomenon of a kingdom governed 
by a living god, the Dalai Lama, or Great Lama, 
whose divinity is acknowledged not only by his 
own subjects but over China and a part of 
India. This god is a young man whom the 
priests educate and train *to his function, and 
in whose rjame they in reality govern the 
kingdom. 


XLVI. 

HISTORY OF INDIA. 

1. The earliest accounts of this great tract of 
civilised country are those of Herodotus, who 
lived about a century before Alexander the 
Great ; and. it is remarkable that the character 
given of the people by that early writer cor- 
respond perfectly with that of the modern 
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ffiodoosw ' Itid pr^ably t^en his accounts 
fiom .Scylax of’ Cariandria, whom Darius Hys- 
ta^ves had sent to explore the country. But it 
waa not till the age of Alexander that the 
Ofeeks had any particular knowledge of that 
ie|;traordinary people. Alexander penetrated 
mto the Panjab, where his troops refusing to 
proceed, he embarked on the Hydaspes, whicli 
runs into the Indus, and thence pursued his 
course for above 1000 miles to the ocean. The 
narrative given by Arrian of this expedition w'as 
taken from the mouths of Alexander’s officers ; 
and its particulars tally yet more remarkably 
than thosfe of Herodotus with the modern man- 

C 

ners of the Hindoos. 

2. India was visited by Seleucus, to whose 
share it fell in the partition of Alexander’s egi- . 
pire ; and Antiochus the Great, 20^ years 
afterwards, made a short expedition thither. It 
is probable, too, that some small intercourse 
subsisted between the Greek empire of Bactriana 
and India; but till the., fifteenth century, 'no 
European power thought of forming any esta- 
blishment in that country ; though, from the 
*■ >1 

age of Alexander down to the period of the 

Portuguese discoveries, ’ there had constantly 

+ 

been some commercial intercourse between Eu- 
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rope * and India, both ’ by sea and across the 
desert. 

3. The Mahometans, as early as A. D. 1000, 
had begun to "establish an empire in India. 

^Mahmoud, a Tartar, conquered a great part of 
the country, and established his capital "at 
Ghazna, near the sources of the Indus, extifr 
pating, wherever lie came, the Hindoo religion^ 
and establisliing the Mahometan in its stead. Mo- 
hammed Gori, in 1194'*, penetrated to Benares, 
[]thc principal scat, school, or university of 
braminical learning,] and one of his successors 
fixed the seat of his empiie at Delhy, which has 
continued to be the capital of the Mogul princes. 
The sovereignty' founded by Malimoud was 
overwhelmed in 1222 by Gengiscan, [^who did 
■ npt, howcvel’, extend his conquests far into the 
peninsula.] Gengiscan’s empire in the following 
ceotury [w^as overthrown] by Tanierlane, [who 
first turned his arms against Hindustan in 1398, 
and] whose posterity are at this day on the 
jfthrope of the Mogul empire. 

4. The Mogul empire was, even in the begin- 
ning of thd 18th century, the most powerful and , 
flourishing of all the Asiatic monarchies, under 


[1184, Renne).] 
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Aurengzebe, the son of Schah-Gean, who, 
tho}j^|i a monster of cruelty, and most despotic 
tyrant, enjoyed a life prolonged to nearly an 
hundred years, crowned with uninterrupted pros- 
perity and success. [He died in the year 1707, 
in' the 90th year of his age, having established 
an empire reaching from the tenth to the thirty- 
fifth degree of latitude, and nearly as much in 
longitude; but so weighty a sceptre, like the 
sceptre of Charlemagne, required the hand of 
Aurengzebe to wield it : from the moment of his 
death things fell into confusion ; and in the 
course of fifty years a succession of weak and 
ydfeked princes reduced this mighty empire* to 
nothing,] 

5. The dominion of the Mogul was not ab- 
solute over all the countries which Composed 4is 
empire. Tamerlane allowed the petty princes, 
rajahs or nabobs, to retain their territories^ of 
which their descendants^ are at this day in pos- 
session. They paid a tribute to the Great 
Mogul, as an acknowlai^gment of his soVe- 
rei^ty, and observed the treaties agreed to by 
their ancestors ; but they were in othe» respects 
independent princes, [and by no means indis- 
posed to revolt upon any tempting or favourable 
opportuoily.] 
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6 . Bengal became a part of the Mogul’s empire . 
by conquest in the end of the sixteenth century, 
and was commonly governed by a son of the 
Great Mogul, who had under him several in- 
ferior-Nabobs, the former princes of the country. 
Such was its condition when the British East 
India Company, [^who in the year I7I6 first 
obtained the famous firman or grant by which 
their goods of export and import were exempted 
from duties, or customs, and which is regarded 
as their great Commercial Char ter , between 
1751 and 1760, conquered and obtained posses- 
sion of that kingdom, together with Bahar and 
part ^ of Orissa, a large, populous, and mos| 
flourishing country, containing above ten mil- 
lions of inhabitants, and producing an immense 
revenue ; and , these territories have since that 
period received a considerable addition. The 
East India Company thence has the benefit of 
the^whole commerce of the Mogul empire, with 
Arabia,. Persia, and Thibet, as well as with 
the kingdoms of Azen^ Aracan, Pegu, Siam, 
Malacca, China, and many of the oriental 
islands. , . 

The -fixed establishpients of the British in the 
countty of Indostan have afiTorded opportunity 
of obtaHuhg much instructive knowledge relative 
■ n 
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to the ancient state of that country, of which we 
shall give a short sketch in the following section. 


XLVII. 


ANCIENT STATE OF INDIA J MANNERS, LAWS, ARTS 
AND SCIENCES, AND RELIGION OF THE HINDOOS. 

I 

1. The remains of the ancient knowledge of 
the Hindoos have been preserved by a hereditary 
priesthood, in the Sanscreet language, long since 
extinct, and only known to a few of the Bramins. 
The zeal of some learned Europeans has lately 
opened that source of information, whence we 
learn the most interesting particulars of this 
extraordinary people, perliaps the most early 
cultivators of^the sciences, and the instructors 
of all the nations of antiquity. We shall briefly 
notice their singular division into casts, fheir 
civil policy, their laws, their progress in the arts 
and sciences, and their religion. 

' 2. The A^hole body o?the people was divided 
four orders or casts. The highest, that of 
tJijS was devoted Jki religion and the 

enfeyafioh, of the sciences : to the second be- 
*i6i^ed*&e''^esefvafion(*of the state^jl'^ey were 
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its sovereigns aii(,l its magistrates in peace, and 
its soldiers in war ; the third were the husband- 
men and merchants ; and the fourtll the artisans, 

♦ 

labourers, and servants. These are inseparable 
^distinctions, and descend from generation to 
generation. Moreover, the individuals of each 
class follow invariably the professions of their 
forefathers. Every man, from his birth, knows 
the function allotted to him, and fulfils with 
ease and satisfaction the duty which he cannot 
avoid. Hence arises that permanence of mannersi 
and institutions vyhicli so singularly characterises 
this ancient nation. * 

3^ This classification is ^n artificial arrange- 
ment, which could have originated only from 
the mind of a legislator among a polished peojile, 
/Completely ol/edient to government. It is there- 
fore a proof of the highly civilised state of the 
Hin^loo nation in the most remote periods of 
antiquity. 

4. The civil policy of the Hindoos is another 
j>rodf’ bf the 6ame fact At the time of Alex- 
ander the Great, India was divided into large' 
apd poWeifUl kingdoms, governed by sovereigns 
Wnose ddminjon waS^ hot absolute, but controlled 
Py |h^ ^pefior authority of the Bramins. A‘ 
sytpsim ot fbudabsm has ever prevailed in India; 

u ^ 
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the rights to lands flow from tlie sovereign, to 
‘whom a certain duty is* payable by the class of 
th^husbandmen, who transmit their possessions 
to their children under the same tenure. Strabo 
ii^d Diodorus remarked among the Indians three 
classes of oflScers ; one whose department was 
■ the regulation of agriculture, tanks, highways ; 
another which superintended the police of the 
cities ; a third which regulated the militaiy^ 
department. • The same policy prevails at this 
day under the Hindoo princes. 

.5. TTie jurisprudence of Hindostan is an 
additional proof of, great antiquity and civil- 
isation. The Ayen-Akbery, and still more 
the compilation of Hindoo laws ‘from* the an- 
cient Sanscreet records, made by order of Mr. 


Hastings, contain the jurisprudence of a refined 
and commercial people, among whom law itself 
had been a study and profession. 

6. Many monuments exist in India of the 


advanced state of the useful and elegant arts 
4n the remotest periods of antiquity. The an- 
cient pagodas, of vast extent and magnificence, 
iyHiether cut in the solid rock, as in Elephanta 
kna Salsette, br in the open air, as at ChiUam- 
jbjyiBi'aHd S^ngharh, the sunipkious residences 
‘the ^Hmins ; arid the antaCntJhifl'Ibiljresses, 
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constructed with prodigious strength and solidity, 
evince a great advancement in the arts ; as the 
resort of the most polished nations of antiquity 
to that country for cotton cloths, fine linen, and 
^works in metal and in ivory, proves the superior 
state of those manufactures to all known at that 
time in Europe. 

7 . The late translations from the Sanscreet 
of s'everal ingenious compositions of high an- 
tiquity, as the dramatic piece Sacuntala^ the 
Hitbpadesa, a series of moral apologues and 
fables, the Mahabaret, an epic poem, composed 
above 2000 years before tfie Christian aera, all 
concur in proof of a sintUar advancement in 
literature ; and we have reason to believe, from 


such works as are of a philosophical nature, that 
there is scarce a tenet of the Greek philosophy 
that has, not been antecedently the subject of 
discussion among the Bramins of India. 

8 . The numeral cyphers, first introduced into 
Europe by the Arabians, were, as confessed by 
those authors themselves, borrowed from the 
IhdiMS^ J,' It is aboye.a centufy since the French 
philo^^^er8,j, evince^ by the evidence of a 
^iamiM^ maJ^SOTpf»\, containing tables for cal- 
"■''-'^-“-’^he^placies of the Iieavenly bodies, the 

made by , this aiKJient 
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p 0 b|)le ^cneiite ’^'asti^Homy.' A tet of 
tKHlk/^6blMhea’4lMely/fi;6w Heamins by 
goe 3 ;back fo an sera tepned Calypug- 
Jiui^ cotnniencing S 102 yoars^ befops- the birth 
o^^hrist- These tables are used by the modern 
B'fainins, who are quite ignorant ot the princi- 
ples on which they have been constructed, and 
which M. Bailly has shown tp be the same em- 
ployed by the moderns, but with which <the 
Greeks and Chaldeans were utterly unac- 


quainted. 

9 . Lastly, Frofu, the religious opinions and 
worship of the Hindoos we must draw tlie same 
conclusion as from all the precediqgTacte. One 
uniform, system of superstition pervades every 
religion of India, which is supported, by the 
most sagacious policy, and eveiy thhig that can 
excite the yeneration of its. votaries, The 
Gramms, elevated above every ofher clas% of 


and exclusively acquainted ‘ with the thy3- 
t^es of tliat is hcldi iihpibus 

any .ether ^cla^. <0? al^eihpt; tp^^bn^trafe ; 

implicit fellanlie. tit^^tlfpi'^Vo^.^theae 
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ascendancy aver thetnjiads-.of the people. But^ 
those priests themselves, enlightened as they 
were, rejected that false theology. Thejr writ- 
ings demonstrate that they entertained tlie most 

rational and elevated conceptions with regal'd 

» * 

to the Supreme Being, and the support of the 
universe. 

10. On the whole, there is a high probability 
that* India was the great school from which the 
most early polished nations of Burope derived; 
theu- knowledge of the arts, of sciences, and of. 
literature. 


XL VIII. 

or CHINA AND JAPAN. 


1. PfiocEEDjNG eastward in the survey ot the 
^Asiatic' continent, the great empire of China 
* nextjSphcits our attention. In the end of the 


t^j^th ;|i^ntury, Cl^a, Persia, and the greatest 
p^|^r^j[pdi^ were ruled by the Tartar d^scend- 

f^ily of Yvcn, 
fquprpd^Chin^ inade no chafige in Its 
^sl^ of g^emTtqent, which had beeii 
, , . ti^jB immemorial. Of , this 
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family tliere reigned nine successive monarchs, 
witl^ut any attempt by the Chinese to throw off 
the Tartar yoke; The, odious and contemptible 
^character, of the last of these sovereigns at lengtii 
excited a rebellion, which, in 1S57» drove the 
; Tartars from the throne ; and the Chinese, for' 
276 years, obeyed their native princes. At that 
period a second revolution gave the throne once 
more to the Tartars. Taking advantage of an 
insurrection in one of the provinces, they in- 


vaded China in 164*1, and made an easy con- 
quest. The Emperor shut himself up in his 
.palace, and, after putting to death all his family, 
fimshed the scene by hanging himself. The 
same "Tajitors occupy the throne of China at this 
day, and observe the same wise policy of main- 
tmping inviolate the Chinese law^ policy, and 
dinners. Of these we shall giye a brief, ac- 
cent in . the subsequent section. 

; 2. The empire of Japan was discovered’ by fhe 
pPpitogupse aboi^t the middle of the sixteenth 


^nturyi, ^ The "open and .unsu^icipus character 
^ this industrious and gc^he^ pepfde leathern 
enewr^ge tp- 
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[The commodities procured from thence con- 
sisting in the finest sort of tea, gold, silver, and 
copper, the most beautiful porcelain, ambergris, 
&C.3 The Emperor zealously promoted this 
intercourse, till the insatialrle ambition of the 
Spaniards gave him alarming conviction of its 
danger. Under the pretence of converting the 
Japanese from idolatry, a vast number of priests 
were sent into the country, and one half of the 
people were speedily set at mortal variance witli 
the other. It now became necessary to prohibit 
this work of conversion by an imperial edict. 
Still, * however, a free trade was allowed, till 
1637, when a conspiracy of the Spaniards was 
discovered for dethroning the Emperor and 
seizing the government. An edict was issued 
the expulsion of all the Spaniards and Por- 
tuguese, who were mad enough to resist, till 
overpowered by force of arms. Since that 
period all the European nations have been ex- 
'cliided from the ports of Japan, The Dutch 
only^who had been the discoverers of the con- 
’ ^irafcy of the Spaniards, are allowed the pri- 
■^ejgfe'oflan^ng on'tone of the small islands, for 
"^he^^^riioses of tri^e, after mkking oath that 
not ^ th^ l*ortugtaese religion. 
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OF THE ANTIQUITY OF THE EMPIRE ' OF CHINA. 
STATE OF THE ARTS AND SCIENCES, MANNERS, 
GOVERNMENT, LAWS. 

,1. The antiquity of this vast empire, and 
the state of its government, laws, manners, and 
attainments in the arts and sciences, have fur- 
nished a most ample field of controversy. Vol- 
taire, Raynal, and tfther writers of similar 
principles, have, for the purpose of discrediting 
the scriptural account of the origin of mankind, 
and the received notions of the age of the 
universe, given to the Chinese empire an im-, 

, mense antiquity, and a character of sucji high 
civilisation and knowledge of the sciences a^d 
arts at that remote period, as to be utterly 
irreconcileable w|tii the state and' progress of 
man as described in the books of Moses. dk 
the other hand, it is proliEble that the^derire of 
invalidating thosh opinions’^ l|!a^ induced ot^ . 
writers oif ^ility tp go to an 
- to Ttndyr^ne this ringtilar peoplej and' to give 
too little wi^ht tp anK at^ouqta^hich wliave. 
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either* of the duratioa of their empire, tlie 
economy of their government and police, or of 
their attainments in the arts and sciences. 
Amidst this contrariety of sentiments, we shall 

• ^ Jr 

endeavour to form such opinion as appears most 
consonant to the truth. 

2. The panegyrists of the Cliinese assert that 
their empire has subsisted above 4000 years, 
without any mA.teriaI alteration in its laws, man- 
ners, language, or even fashion of dress ; in evi- 
dence of which they appeal to a series of eclipses,, 
marking contemporary events, aU accurately 
calculated, for 2155 years before the birth of 
Christ. As it is easy to calculate eclipses back- 
wards from the present day to any given period 
of time, it is thus possible to give to a history, 
fictitious from beginning to end, its chronology 
of real eclipses. Tliis proof, therefore, amounts 
to nothing, unless it were likewise proved that 
all those eclipses were actually recorded at the 
time when they happened; but this neither has 
b^jlhi .nor. can be done ; for, it, is an allowed fact 
that. are ! no regular historical records be- 
yoa^the th^pd cen^ry, befoje the Christian mra. 
Th^, ^eflent;^hine^;are utterly ignorant of the 
of .^e ce^stial bodies, and cannot cal- 
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culdte eclipses. The series mention^ has there- 
fore all probability been calculated by some 
of the Jesuits, to ingratiate themselves with the 
Emperors, and flatter the national vanity. The 
J^uits have presided in the tribunal of mathe- 
matics for above 200 years. 

3, But if the authentic annals of this empire 
go back even to the third century before Christ, 
a.i^ record at that time a high state of civilisa- 
tion, we must allow that the Chinese are an an- 
cient and early polished people, and that they 
have possessed a singular constancy in their go- 
vernment, laws, and*- manners. Sir William 
Jones, no bigotted encomiast of this people, 
allows their great antiquity and early civilisation, 
,and, with much apparent probability, traces' 
their origin from the Hindoos. He appeals to, 
the ancient Sanscreef records, which meqjion a 
migration from India of certain of the military 
class termed Chinas to the countries east from 
Bengal. The stationary condition of the arts 
and sciences in China proves' that these ha# 
riot;originated with that people j and many pe- 
culiarities of* the. manhe^ pb". 

pular, religion of the Chinese, ha^e 
nity.twith timse oTthe 
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4 . ,The government of China is tiiat of an 
absolute monarchy. The patriarchal system 
pervades the whole, and binds- all the m/smbers 
of this vast empire in the strictest subordination. 
Evbry father is absolute in his family, and may 
inflict any punishment short of death upon his 
children. The mandarin of the district is abso- 
lute, with the power of life and deatJi over all 


its members } but a capital sentenc^ cannot Ije 
inflicted without the Emperor’s approbation. 
The Emperor’s power is absolute over all the 
mandarins, and every subject of the empire. 
To reconcile the people* to this despotic au- 
thority, the sovereign alone is entitled to relieve 
the wants of the poor, and fo compensate public 
calamities, as well as the misfortunes of indivi- 
duals. He is therefore regarded as tlie father of 
his people, and even adorfed as a benevolent 


divinity. 

5. Another circumstance which conciliates 
the people to their government is, that all ho- 
nours in China are conferred according to merit, 
and that chiefly literary. The civil mandarins, 
who are the magistrates and judges, are appointed 
to oflSife according to their measure of knowledge 
and mental endowments. No office or rank is 
here^tary, but may be aspired to by the meanest 
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of jp^pie j ft fe’^regarc^ as a great 
pnj*^ of ' tihe 'di^ernment of sc^e of the ^lIn- 
arid of tKeir defetence to public opinion, 
tfeilt they have been tilsown in a very extrdordi- 
ariry manner, to honour the memory bf able and 
virtuous ministers. One of the princes of their 
thirteenth dynasty, not only built a superb 
mausoleum to commemorate the wisdom and 
virtues of one of his servants, but wrote the in- 
scription for it, with his own hand, though he 
had to record that he had himself not unfre- 
quently been the object of his just and honest 
reproofs.3 The jienai laws of China are re- 
.markably severe, but their execution may be 
remitted by the Emperor. The judicial tribu- 
nals are regulated by a body of written laws 
of great antiquity, and founded on the basis 
of universal justice Snd equity. The Em^ieror’s 
opinibn rarely differs from the sentences of thc^ 
courts. One tribunal judges of the qualifica- 
tions bf the mandarins ; another reflates the 
morals of the people, and the national manners ; 
a third is the tribunal of censors, vhich reviews 
the laws, the conduct of the magistrates and 
judges, arid even that of the Emperpr himself. 
TTiese tribunals are filled by rin equal Siumbef of 

•TT , ' -V' , ^ ^ . 'f i 

Chinese «ad Tmtars. 
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6. It hjra been pbserv(^ 'tliat the sciences 
have been *stationary in this empire for many 
ages } and they are at this day extremely low, 
though far beyond the a^ainments of a barba- 
rous people. The language of China seems to 
oppose the prosecution of speculative researches. 
It has no regular inflections,' and can with diffi- 
culty express abstract ideas. We have re- 
marked the ignorance of the Chineife in mathe- 
matics and astronomy. Of physics they have 
no acqukintance beyond the knowledge of ap- 
parent facts. They never ascend to jjrinciples 
or form theories. Their knowledge of medicine 
is extremely limited, and is blended with the 
most contemptible superstition. Of anatomy, 
they know next to nothing ; and in surgery 
they have ngver ventured to amputate a limb, 
<5r to reduce a fracture. 

7 . The state of the useful and elegant arts ' 
been equally stationary as that of the sci- 
ences. They have attained many ages ago to a 
certain point of advancement, which they have 
never gone beyond. The Chinese are said to 
have manufactured glass for 2000 years, yet at 
this day it is inferior in transparency to the Eu- 
ropean, and is not used in their windows. Gun- 
powder they are reported to have known from 
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^me iranaemori^J, but’*they never employed it in 
artillery or fire-arms till taught by the Europeans. 
Printing they are said to have invented in the 
a^. of Julius Caesar^ yet they know not the 
“•^e of moveable types, but print from blocks of 
' #&od. When first shown the use of the com- ' 
^(^s in sailing, they affirmed that they were well 
acquainted with it, but found no occasion to 
employ it. The art of paintihg in China is^mere 
mechanical imitation, without grace, expression, 
or even accuracy of proportions. Of the rules 
of perspective they have not the smallest idea. 

In sculpture, as in the figures of their idols, the 
' Chinese artists seem to delight in distortion and 
.defomqty. Their music is not regulated by any 
principles of science : they have no semitones ; 
and their instruments are imperfect and untun- 
able. The Chinese architecture has variety^ 
lightness, and sometimes elegance, buf^ias no 
grandeur or symmetrical beauty. 

8. Yet, in some of the arts, the Chinese have 
attained to great perfection. Agriculture . is 
c^^ied in China to the highest pitch of im- 
provement. There is not a spot of waste land 
in the whole empire, nor any ’arhich is not highly 
cultivated. The Emperor himself ^ chmf 
of the husbandmen, and annually holds the 
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.plough with his own hands. Hence, and from 
the modes of economising food, is supported the 
astonisliing population of 338 millioiis, or 
inhabitants to ev«ry square^nilo of* the empire. 
The gardening of the CJunese, and tlicir admir- 
able embcJIishment of rural 7Tature, have of late 
been the object of imitation in Euro])c, but witli 
tar inferior success. The manufacture of porce- 
lain is lyi oi’iginal invention of tliis people ; and 
the Europeans, tliougli excelling them in the 
form and ornament of the utensils, have never 
been able to attain to the ^excellence of the 
material. ^ 

9 . The morals of the Chinese have llirnishecl 
much subject both of encomium and censure. 
The books of Confucius are said to contain a 
most admirable system of morality ; but the 
principles of morals have their foundation in 
human nature, and must, in theory, be every 
wliere the same. The moral virtues of a })eople 
are not to bef estimated from tlie books of theii' 
philosophers. It is probable that tlie manners 
of the superior classes arc in China, as elsewhere, 
much * influenced by education and example. 
The morals of the lower classes are said to be 
beyond measure loose, and their practices most 
dishonest ; nor are they regulated hy au^ prin- 
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ciple but selfish interest, or restrained but by 
the fear of punishment. ' 

10. The religion of the Chinese is different 
in the different ranks of society. There is no 
religion of the state. The Emperor and the 
higher mandarins profess the belief of one Sn- 
. preme Being, Chaiigli, wliom they worship by 
prayer and thanksgiving, without any mixture 
of idolatrous practices. They respect the Lama 
of Thibet as the high-pricst or prophet of this 
religion. A prevalent sect is that of Tao-sse, 
who believe in the power of magic, the agency 
of spirits, and the divining of future events. A 
third is tlie sect of Fo, derived from India, 
whose priests are the Bonzes, and whose funda- 
mental doctrine is, that all tilings rose out of 
nothing, and finally must return to it ; that all 
animals are first to undergo a series of transmi- 
gi'ations ; and that a man’s chief happiness is to 
approach as near as possible to a state of anni- 
hilation in this life, absolute idleness is more 
laudable than occupation of any kind. A 
variety of hideous idols are worshipped by this 
sect. 

11. Tlie Chinese have their sacred books, 
termed Kings ; as the Yking, Chouking, &c. ; 
which, amidst some good moral precepts, con- 
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tain mucli mystciy, cliildisli superstition, and 
absurdity. These are chiefly resorted to for the 
divining of future events, which seems the ul/i‘ 
matum of research among the Chinese j)]iiloso- 
pliers. Tlie observation of t!ie lieavenly bodies 
is made foi’ that purpose alone : tlie dianges of 
weather, the performance or omission of certain 
ceremonies, tlie occurrence of cci*tain events in 
particmiar times and places, are all believed to 
have tlieir influence on futuiity, and are there- 
foi'e carefully observed and recorded ; and the 
rules by which those omens are interpreted are 
said to have been prescribed by the great ('on- 
fiicius, the father of the Chinese pluloso])Ii v, 
oOO years before the Christian ana. 

T2. We conclude, on tlie whole, that the 
^Chinese arc a very remarkable jieople \ that their 
government, laws, ])olicy, and knowledge of tlie 
arts^and sciences, exhibit unquestionable proofs 
of great antiquity and early civilisation; but that 
the extraordinary measure of' duration assigned 
to their empire by some modern writers lests on 
no solid proofs ; nor are their government, ki\\s, 
manners, aids, or scientitic attainments, at all 
deserving of that superlative and most exag- 
gerated encomium which has been bestowed on 
them. 
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M. BAIXLY’s theory of THE ORIGIN OF THE 
SCIENCES AMONG THE NATIONS OF ASIA. 

1. The striking resemblance in many points 
of character between the CJiincse and ancient 
Egyptians has led to the conjecture, either that 
they were originally the same people, the one 
being a colony of the other, or that the two 
nations have had at some remote peiiod such 
intercourse, eitlier by conquest or in the way of 
commerce, as to occasion a reciprocal commu- 
nieg^^on of manners, arts, and knowledge of the 
sciences. M. de Mairan has remarked the fbl- 
lowing points of similarity. The Egyjitians and 
Chinese had the same permanence of manners, 
and abhorrence of innovations j they were alike 
remarkable for the respect entertained by chil- 
dren to their parents ; they were equally avers^ 
to war ; they had the same general but super- 
ficial knowledge in the arts and sciences, with- 
out the ability to make great attainments ; they 
both, in the most ancient times, used hierogl^ 
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])]iics ; tlie Egyptians liad a solemn festival, 
called tlie JFtmst of the Lights ; the Cliinesc liave 
the Feast of the Lanteinis ; the features of the 
Cliinese are said^to resemble the ancient Egyp- 
^tian statues; certain cliaracters engraven on an 
Egyptian bust of Isis \vere Ibniul to belong to 
the Chinese language. 

'2. ]M. JJailly lias taken a wider range of 
observations, and has, bom a re\ie\v ot‘ the 
manners, customs, opinions, and attainments of 
the Indians, Persians, Chinese, (dialdmans, and 
Eg 3 ’ptians, discovered man v caicu instances of 
similarity" between all thoso nations ecpudly re- 
markable as the ibregoing. lie has thence 
ibrmed the singular Jiyjiothesis, that the know- 
ledfjce common to the whole of those Jiations has 
b(^'ii derived* from the same original source, 
namely, most ancient and liiglily cultivated 
peoylc of Asia, of whose memory every trace is 
now extinct, but who have been the parent in- 
structors of all around them. It we find, says 
he, in the scattered huts of peasants, fragments 
interspersed of scul])tured columns, we conclude 
lor cei-tain that these aie not the work of the 
rude peasants who reared those huts, but that 
they are the remains of a magnificent building, 
the work of able architects, tlioiigh wc discover 
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HO Other traces of the existence of that buildino- 

to’ 

and cannot ascertain its precise situation. 

' 3. The sciences and arts of the Chinese have 
been stationary for 2000 years. The people 
seem never to have availed themselves of tlie 
lights of . their ancestors. They are like the* 
inhabitants of a country recently discovered by 
a polished people, who have taught them some 
of their arts, and left their instruments among 
them. The knowledge they possess seems to 
have been imported, and not of original growth, 
for it has never been progressive. 

4. The ■ Chaldajans were an enlightened 
people at the commencement of the Babylonisli 
empire, 2000 y^ears before the Christian aera. — 
They %vere great astronomers, and understood 
the revolutions of comets, which became known 
to the moderns only in the sixteenth century'. 
The Chaldaeans w'ere probably the remains ol’ 
this ancient people. The Bramins of India 
beheve in the unity of God and the immortality 
of the soul, but with these sublime tenets they 
intermix the most cliildish absurdities. They 
derived the former from wise instructors, the 
latter were the fruit of their own icenorance. 

to> 

The Sanscreet, a most copious and elegant 
language, and the vehicle of all the Iiidiau 

lb 
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knowledge and philosophy, has been a dead 
tongue for thousands of years, and is intelligible 
only to a few of tliose Bramins. It was pro- 
bably the language of that great ancient people. 

5: The coincidence or similarity of customs 
concurs to establish the same idea. The cus- 
tom of libation was common to the Tartars and 
Cliinesc, as well as to the Greeks and Bomans. 
All tlie Asiatic nations had festivals of the na- 
ture of the Roman Satiimalia. The tradition ^ 
of the deluge is difllised among all those nations: 
the tradition of tlie giants attacking heaven is 
equally general. The doctrine of the metemp- 
sychosis was common to the Egyptians, Greeks, 
Indians, Persians, Tartarians, and Chinese. 
The religion of all these nations is founded on 
the profound^ though erroneous, doctrine of* the 
two principles, an universal soul pervading all 
nature, and inert matter on which it acts. A 
conformity in a true doctrine is no proof of 
mutual communication or concert; but it is 
ingeniously remarked, that a conformity in a 
false doctrine comes very near to such a proof. 

G, The Egyptians, ChaldaL‘ans, Indians, Per- 
sians, and Chinese, all placed their tenij)lcs 
fronting the East, to receive the first rays of 
the sun. The worship of the sun has been the 

.X 
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religioD of that ancient people. All the above- 
mentioned nations had a cycle, or period ot 
sixty years, for regulating their chronology: they 
all divided the circle into 360 degrees, the zodiac 
into twelve signs, and the week into seven days; 
and the Chinese, Indians, and Egyptians de- 
signed those days by the names of the planets 
ranged in the same order. The long measures 
of the ancient nations had all one common 
origin. 

7 . These singular coincidences, argues M. 
Bailly, can be accounted for only by three sup- 
positions : 1. That tl^ere was a free communi- 
cation between all those ancient nations : 
2. That those circumstances of coincidence arc 
so founded in human nature, tJiat the most un- 
connected nations could not fail to hit upon 
them : or, 3. That they have been all derived 
from a common source. He rejects the two 

t 

former suppositions, as contiary in his opinion 
to fact, and rests, of course, upon the last. 

8. The precise situation of this great ancient 
people M. Bailly does not pretend to fix witii 
certainty; but he offers probable reasons for 
conjecturing that it w^as about the 49th or 50tli 
degree of north latitude, in the southern regions 
of Siberia. Many of the European and Asiatic 
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nations attribute their origin to that quarter, 
which thence appears to have been extremely 
populous. Nitre, a production from animal sub- 
stances, is more abundant tliere than in any 
other region. The observations of tlic rising of 
the stars, collected by Ptolemy, must have been 
made in a climate wJiere tJic longest day was 
sixteen hours, which corresponds to the latitude 
mentioned. No European nation in tliat latitude 
understood astronomy in those early periods. 
The veneration of the Indians and Chinese for 
the Lama of Thibet is a proof that the religion 
of those nations originated»in that quarter. 

9- But does that region exhibit any traces of 
having been ever inhabited by a poh'.shcil. 
{)eople? It is here that the tlieory ofM. Bailly 
seems to be least supported by })roof. He 
observes, that ancient mines have been disco- 
vered in those parts of Siberia, which have been 
wrought to great extent in a jmriod beyond all 
record or tradition ; that ancient sepulchres 
have been found, in which there were ornaments 
of gold of skilful workmanship; but the liicts 
specified are so few as to warrant no jjositive 
inference. 

10. This theory is an amusing sjtecimen of 
the author’s ingenuity ; but it has not the force 
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to draw our assent to his conclusions. We have 
noticed it, as specifying many curious facts re- 
lative to the manners and attainments of the 
ancient nations, and as furnislijng strong evi- 
dence of the common origin of mankind. The 
nations above mentioned, though many of them 
remote from each other, were all connected, as 
links of a chain, by proximity ; wlience it is easy 
to conceive that knowledge should diverge from 
a centre to a very distant circumference. 
M. Badly has given no reasonable ^grounds for 
fixing that centre in the position he has as- 
signed it. 


LI. 


REIGN OF PHILIP II. OF SP.\IN. REV'OLUTION OF 

THE NETHERLANDS, AND ESTABLISHMENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF HOLLAND. 

1 . After a short survey of the Asiatic king- 
doms, we return to the history of Europe in the 
sixteenth centuiy. 

In the time of Philip II., the successor of 
Charles V., tlie balance of power in Europe was 
siistaine^i by Spain, France, England, and Ger- 
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many, all at this time highly flourishing and re- 
spectable, either from the talents of their so- 
vereigns, or their internal strength ; [though 
England was more encumbered, and more viil- 
nerable than the rest, owing to the bad footing 
she was upon, both with iScotland and Ireland, 
and of wiiich her rivals knew but too well how 
to take advantage.]] Elizabeth, Henry IV., and 
Philip II., were all acute and able politicians, 
though the policy of the last partook more of 
scltish craft, and had less of the manly and 
lieroic, than that of either of his rival monarehs. 
Philij) was at this time Sovereign of Spain, the 
Two Sicilies, Milan, and the Netherlands. He 
had likewise, fi)r a few years, the power of Png- 
land at his eoininand, by his marriage with 
Mary, the .elder sister and ])redceessor of Eli- 
zabeth. 

^ 2 . Pope Paul IV., jealous of the i)owcr of 
f^hilip, formed an alliance with Henry II. of 
Prance to dej)rive the S])aniards of Milan and 
the Sicilies, [most of the cardinals being in op- 
position to him, as pensioners of the Spanish 
court.] Philip, with the aid of the English, 
[at the moment that the Duke of Guise w;ls ad- 
vancing towards the south,] defeated thePrench 
at St. Quintin in Picardy, and hojied, from this 
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signal Victory, [the whole of the French infantry 
being destroyed, and almost all the general 
oflBcers taken prisoners,] to force the allies 
into a peaces but tlie Duke of Guise [re- 
turning in good time from Italy,] recovered the 
spirits of the French by the taking of Calais 
from the English, which they had now possessed 
for [more tlian] (300 years, Anotlier great 
v ictory, however, obtained by Philip near Grave- 
lines, brought on the treaty of Catteau-Cam- 
bresis, in 1559, by which the French surren- 
dered to Spain no less than eighty-nine Ibrtified 
towns in the Low Countries and in Italy. 

3. Philip, now at ease from foreign disturb- 
ances, began to be disquieted on the score of 
religion. An intolerant bigot by nature, he 
resolved to extirpate every species of lieresy 
from his dominions. The Netherlands, an as- 
semblage of separate states, were all subject to 
Philip, under various titles ; and he had con- 
ferred the government of Holland, Zealand, 
Friesland, and Utrecht, on William Prince of 
Orange, a Count of the German empire. The 
Lutheran and Calvinistic opinions had made 
great progress in those quarters ^ and Philip, de- 
termining to repress them, [and not distinguish- 
ing properly between his northern and southern 
objects,] established the Inquisition with plenary 
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powers, created new bishops, and jircpared to 
abrogate the ancient laws, and give the pro- 
vinces a new political institution. [It would 
seem as if lie lisd forgotten how mighty a king- 
dom was interposed between him and his Flemish 
subjects, as well as tlic near ncighl)onrhood of 
England, which, alter tlie death of Mary, had 
once more become Protestant, j These iimova- 
tions [as might naturally liave been expected,] 
creating alarm and tumult, the Duke of Alva was 
sent into Flanders [at the head of Spanisli and 
Italian troops,] to enforce imjdicit submission, j 
4. The Inquisition began its bloody work, 
and many of the prineijial nobility of tlie pro- 
vinces were its victims, [particularly the Counts 
Egmont and Horn, who were not only justly 
lamented, but to the Ibrmcr of whom Philip had 
been indebted, but a short time before, I’or a 
considerable victory over the French.] 1 he 
minds of the people were completely alienated, 
and a chief was only wanting to give union to 
their mcasuresi The Prince ot Orange, who 
was himself under sentence of the Inquisition, 
found no difficulty to raise an army, and having 
easily reduced some ot the most important garri- 
sons, he was proclaimed Stadtholder of Holland 
and Zealand in 1570, [and the Romish j-eligion 
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was iiTimediately abolished.] Eighteen thousand 
persons perished by the hands of the execu- 
tioner in the course of the Duke of Alva's 
government, which was of five years' duration. 
His place was supplied by Requesens, a man 
of humanity, but bound to obey his inhuman 
master, who, on the death of Requesens, sent 
his natural brother Don John of Austria [^the 
hero of Lcpanto, (see supra^ Sect. XDIV.)] to 
endeavour to regain the revolted states : but tlie 
attempt was fruitless. [^Pliilip indeed appears to 
liave relied more upon the high character his 
brother bore, than upon any particular con- 
fidence he was personally disposed to place in 
him.] The whole seventeen provinces had suf- 
fered alike from the tyranny of their sovereign ; 
but particular jealousies prevented a general, 
union, and only seven of these asserted tlieir in- 
dependence by a solemn treaty formed at Utrecht, 
23d January, 1579 ; by which it was agreed that 
they sliould defend their liberties as one united 
republic ; that tliey should jointly determine in 
matters of peace and war, establish a general 
legislative authority, and maintain a liberty of 
conscience in matters of religion. These seven 
United Provinces were, Guelderland, Holland, 
Zealand, Friesland, Utrecht, Oveiyssel, and 
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Groningen. William Prince of Orange was 
declared their chief magistrate, general, and 
admiral, by the title of Sladtlioldcr. 

5. Philip [from his cabinet at Madrid, for he 
kept aloof himself from all these commotions,]] 
vented his indignation by a pi’oscription of the 
Prince of Orange, oftei ing [after the example of 
the French, who had done the same by the 
Prince’s father-in-law, Coligni,]] ^5,000 crowns 
for his head ; and he compassed his revenge ; 
lor this illustrious man was cut off by an assassin, 
1584', [not exactly through hope of the reward, 
but through religious fanaticism, “ the crime of 
the times,” as a celebrated writer calls it.J Ilis 
son Maurice w'as elected Stadtholdcr in his 
room, and sustained his important ])art with 
great courage and ability ; [though op])osed to 
one of the greatest Generals ot the day, Alex- 
ander Farnese Duke of Parma, grandson ot 
Charles V.,] with a slender aid from Elizabeth 
of England, who delighted to traverse the plans 
of Phibp, this infant commonwealth accom- 
plished dnd secured its independence, [becom- 
ing every day more formidable at sea, where she 
was soon as able to cope with her oppressoi', as 
on land.] 
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6 . The other ten provinces, whose discontents 
were expressed only by murmur and complaint, 
were soothed by a new charter iioin Philip, con- 
firming their jn ivileges ; while at the same time 
he took every possible measure to prevent any 
attempt on theii’ part to throw off tlie yoke. 
fThesc provinces continued to profess the 
Catholic faith,]] 


LIl. 

OF THE CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT OF THE 
UNITED PROVINCES. 

1. The treaty of confederation of the Seven 

United Provinces, framed in 1579, and solemnly 

renewed in 1583, was declared to be, by its 

nature, indissoluble. Each province thereby 
• - . 

preserved its own laws, its magistrates, its sove- 
reignty, and its independence. They formed, 
however, one body politic, renouncing the right 
of making separate alliances and treaties, and 
establishing a general council, with power of 
assembling the states and regulating the common 
affairs of the republic. The assembly of the 
States-General was originally held only twice a 
year, but became afterwards a perpetual council. 
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2 . In all matters which regard not the general 
interest of the nation, each of the states or 
provinces was in itself a republic, governed by 
its own laws and magistrates, and possessing a 
supre’me legislative authority. The deputies 
from each of the towns formed the council of 
the province, in which was vested its separate 
government j and these deputies were regulated 
by the instructions of their constituents.- The 
votes of the majority of deputies decided in the 
provincial council in all matters which regarded 
not the general intei-est of the nation. 

3. The great council of.the States-General, 
always met in assembly at the Hague, com- 
posed of the deputies from the Seven Provinces, 
of which Holland sent three, Zealand and 
Utrecht two, and the others one ; each deputy 
being regulated by the council of his province. 
A majority of voices was here decisive, unless 
in the great questions of peace, war, and alliance, 
in which unanimity was requisite. The dis- 
advantage of this constitution was the delay and 
difficulty in the execution of public measures. 
All the towns and all the nobles of a province 
had to deliberate, and instruct their deputy, 
before the States-General could take the matter 
under consideration. This great defect was in 

VOL, II. Y 
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some measure corrected by the power and in- 
fluence of’ the Stadtiiolder. 

4 ), The Stadtholder was commander-in-chiel' 
of the sea and land forces, and disposed of all 
the military employments- He presided over 
all the courts of justice, and had the power ol 
pardoning crimes. He appointed the magis- 
Irates of the towns from a list made by them- 
selves i received and named ambassadors, ami 
stood charged with the execution of the laws. 
He was supreme arbiter in all differences be- 
tween the provinces, cities, or other members ol' 
the state. 

6 , William, the first Stadtholder, did not 
abuse €hese high powers ; nor did his succes- 
sors, Maurice and Heniy Frederick. But under 
William II. the states became jealous of an ex- 
orbitant authority in their chief magistrate, and 
•on his death the office was for some time abo- 
lished. In that interval the republic was almost 
annihilated by the arms of Louis XIV. ; and, 
-sensible of their error, they restored the office of 
■Stadtholder in tjie person of William IH., who 
retrieved the fortunes and honour of his country. 
■In gratitude for his services, the dignity was 
made hereditary in his family, a solecism in the 
govemiaaent of a republic. -On -the death of 

21 
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William without issue, the office was once more 
abolished for twenty years, when it was again 
restored, declared hereditary in the family of 
Orange, and descendible even to the issue of 
a daughter. The only restrictions being, that 
the succeeding Prince should be of tlie Pro- 
testant religion, and neither King nor Elector 
of the German empire. 


LIII. 

REIGN CrV PHILIP II^ CONTINUED. 

1. The loss of the Netherlands was in some 
degree compensated to Philip II. by the ac- 
quisition of the kingdom of Portugal. Muley 
"Mahomet, King of Fez and ^Morocco, dethroned 
by his uncle Muley Moluc, solicited the aid of 
Don Sebastian King of Portugal to regain his 
throne. Sebastian landed with an army in 
Africa, but was defeated by the Moors, and slain ; 
£ftnd not one man of his whole army returned 
to Portugal ;3 the contending Moorish princes 
also perished in the same engagement. Sebas- 
tiaa was succeeded by his grand-uncle Don 
Heaary, fa priest and cardinal, j who died after 

Y 2 



MOPEHN HISTORY. 


PART If. 


3M 


competitQrs fpr the 
t , PriOT .of ^ Crato, 
aad Philip IL, paternal and niaternal uncles of 
the last sovereign. [It is said'that even Pope 
Gregory XIII. claimed it as reverting regularly to 
the Holy See in default of heirs male.] Philip 
defeated his rival in a decisive engagement at 
sea, [the French supporting the latter,] and, 
without further opposition, took possession of 
the throne of Portugal, 1380. 

2, Elizabeth of England had warmly espoused 
the cause of the revolted Netherlands, and her 
admiral. Sir Francis Drake, [in his voyage round 
the world,] had taken some of the Spanish set- 
tlements in America ; [she had also exposed her- 
self generally to the resentment of the Catholics 
by her treatment of the Scottish* queen.] To 
av enge tliese injuries, [and provocations,] the In- 
vincible Armada of 150 ships of war, 27,000 men, 
jand SOOO pieces of cannon, was equipped by 
.Piiilip for the invasion of England, [vvlrile an 
..army of 30,000 men, under the Duke of Parma, 
,lay ready in Flanders to join the expedition.] 
.^Phe EngUsh fleet of 108 ships, att^icked them, 

*: however, in the night, and bdmt and destroyed a 
great pSirt of the squadron; a storm, which drove 
them on the rocks aiid sands of Zealand, com- 


C^wh .were Don Antonie 
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plfeteid their 'discomfitiu'e, and only fifty shattered ' 
vessels, with 6000 men^ [after having been 
obliged to go round by the North Seas,] re- 
turned to Spain, 1588 . 

3 . The restless spirit of Philip II. was en- 
gaged at the same time in the reduction of the 
Netherlands, the project for tfie in\'asion of 
England, and the dismembering the kingdom 
of France. The last scheme was as ineffectual 
as we have seen the two former. It was de- 
feated at once by the conversion of Henry IV. 
to the Catholic religion. The policy of Philip 
had nothing in it great or generous. His restless, 
ambition was fitted to embroil Europe, but he had 
not the judgment to tuni'the distresses he occa- 
sioned to his own advantage. In his own king- 
4loms, as in His domestic life, he was a gloomy 
and inhuman tyrant. Yet from the variety 
and magnitude of his designs, the power by 
which they were supported, and the splendour 
of his dominion, the character of Spain was high 
and respectable in the scale of the nations of 
Europe. [In fact, the dominions of Philip, after 
he got possession of Portugal and her foreign 
settlements,, may fairly be said to have extended 
to thD extremities of America and Asia, and 
his revenues were in proportion. Of the chance 

y 3 
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he had of obtaining the sovereign power^ in 
France, an account will be ^ven in the next sec- 
tion. Philip died at the age of seventy-one, 
September 1598,. with the character of a pow- 
erful, but by no means of a good or a great 
king,] 

LJV. 

STATE OF FRANCE IN THE END OF THE SIXTEENTH 
CENTURY. 

UNDER HENRY II., FRANCIS II., CHARLES IX., 
HENRY HI., AND HENRY IV, 

1. The reformed religion had made tho^ 
greater progress in France from the impolitic 
persecution it sustained from Henry II., the 
bon and successor of Francis T., who, though he 
aided the Protestants of Germany in resisting 
the despotism of Charles V.^ showed no ttercy 
to their brethren in his owti kingdotb, fhis own 
religious sentiments, indeed, continued unshaken. 
But besides this, he wished to stand well witli 
the Pope, to fmther his views iipoU Naples and 
Sicily j his conduct, therefore, to his owh Pro- 
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testanl subjects amounted to persecution, and 
}iad*the effect of driviug many into rel^elUon.j 

2. On the death of Henry II- the conspiracy 
of Amboise was planned by the Prince of Conde, 
for the destruction of the Duke of Guise, w^ho 
ruled the kingdom under Francis II., and to 
whose intolerance and ouelty the Piotestiints 
attributed all their calamities. Guise owed his 
ascendancy chiefly to the marriage ol liis niece, 
Mary Queen of Scots, with the young monarch; 
and the detection of this conspiracy, the mas- 
sacre of its principal leaders, and the barbarous 
punisliment of all who partook in it, while they 
confirmed his j)ower, served only to increase 
the rancour of tlie contending parties. 

3. Francis II. died after a reign of a year, 
1560, and <vas succeeded by his brother 
Charles IX., a boy of ten years of age ; [when 
Francis died, the Prince of Conde was not only 
imprisoned, but actually sentenced to be be- 
headed* but the young King set him free.] 
The Queen-Mother, Catharine de Medicis, [ap- 
pointed guardian of her son, by the states,] who 
had no other principle but the love of power, was 
equally jealous of the influence of the Condes and 
the Guises. An ecclesiastical assembly, [or con- 
ference between the Catholics and 1 rotestants,] 

V ♦ 



PAJRT II. 


Mpnsi^r: HISTOBY. 

held by her desire at Poissy, gave toleration to 
the latjter to exercise theis worship through all 
prance, without the Walls of the towns. The 
or the imprudence of the Duke of Guise in- 
fringed this ordinance, [by raslily disturbing a 
congregation, who, under the sanction of the 
'new edict, were peaceably performing service in 
a barn, without the w alls of the town of Vassi, in 
Champ^ne,] and both parties flew -to arms. 
The Admiral Coligni headed the troops of the 
Protestants, who were aided by 10,000 Germans 
from the Palatinate ; and Philip of Spain, to in- 
crease the disorders,, sent an army to the aid of 
the Catholics. 

4. The horrors of civil war were aggravated 
by murders and assassinations. The Duke of 
Guise [the idol ot the Catholics, brave and ge- 
nerous to a high degree, had he lived in better 
times,] was the victim of the frantic zeal of an 
eathusiast. After many desperate engagements 
with various success, [in one of which the 
Prince of Cond6, having fallen into the hands of 
his enemies, was cruelly assassinated,] a treach- 
erous peace w^ agreed to by tho Catholics j and 
Coligni, with the chiefe of the Protestant party, 
were invited to court, and received by the Qj^een- 
Mother apd pef son with the most extraordinary 
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marks of favour : among the rest Henry of 
Navarre, to whom ther young monarch had given 
his sister in marriage. Such wer^ the prepar- 
atives to the infernal massacre of St. Bartholo- 
mew. On the night of the 2Sd of August, 1572, 
at the ringing of the matin-bell, a general mas- 
sacre was made by the Catholics of all the Pro- 
testants throughout the kingdom of France. 
Charles IX., a monster of cruelty, assisted him- 

■m 

self in the murder of his own subjects. 

5. Amidst these horrors, Henry Duke of An- 
jou, brother of Charles IX., was elected King of 
Poland, but had -scarcely taken possession of his 
throne, [which he reluctantly accepted, and 
regarded as a banishment,^ when he was called 
to that of France by the death of its execrable 

^sovereign, 1574. The weakness of the new 
monarch Henry III. [who lost no time in mak- 
ing his escape from Poland, only to fall into 
fresh troubles, 3 was ill fitted to compose the dis- 
orders of the kingdom. Equally bigotted and 
profligate, he became the scorn of his subjects, 
and the dupe of the contending factions. 

6. The Protestant party was now supported 
by the Prince of Cond6 and young Henry of 
Navarre, descended from Robert of Bourbon, a 
yourigei' son of Lewis IX. The Duke ol Alen- 
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§ 00 , the King’s brother, had likewise joined 
theit partyj The Catholics, to accumulate their 
strength, formed [in l57b,3 a bond of .union, 
termed the League., nominally* for defence ot 
the state and its religion, but in reality for 
usurping all the powers of government, and su])- 
"pressing the Protestant faith. Of this dangerous 
association Henry HI., with the .weakest policy, 
declared himself the head, and thus the avowed 
enemy of one half of his subjects. He saw. his 
error when too late ; and dreading the designs 
of the Duke of Guise, and his brother the Car- 
dinal of Lorraine, whose authority had super- 
seded his own, he basely rid himself of his fears 
by procuring their assassination, [though he had 
not long before received the holy communion 
with them, which rendered the deed more hor^ 
rible.j This vicious and contemptible tyrant, 
after a reign of fifteen year*, was himself assas- 
sinated by Jacques Clement, a Jacobin monk, 
from the phrenzy of fanaticism, 1589. 

7- The next heir of the crown was Henry 
of Navarre, who had been educated a Pro- 
testant by his mother, the daughter of Henry 
D’Albret, King of Navarre. At the age of 
sixteen he had been declared head of the party 
of the Huguenots ; his uncle the Prince of 
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Cond^ and the Admiral Coligni acting as his 
lieutenants. His first military enterprises were 
unsuccessful. Invited to Paris, at the peace of 
1572 , to marry 'the sister of Charles IX., he 
•narrowly escaped from the massacre of St. Bar* 
tholomew, but remained three years a prisoner. 
On the death of Charles, he again took the field 
against the army of tlie League, which he 
defeated in the battle of Coutras, 1587, ^ind still 
more signally in that of Arques, 1589. After 
the death of Henry III., [with whom he was 
at that time associated against the House of 
Lorraine,] he won the celebrated battle of Ivry ; 
and being acknowledged sovereign of France by 
all but the party of the League, then in posses- 
sion of Paris, he laid siege to the city, which 
must have capitulated, but for the succours of 
Philip II.. [and Pope Gregory IV. ; for Henry 
had, then to contend against France, Borne, and 
Spain.] Religion was the sole cause of the 
disunion of France, and the only obstacle to 
the acknowledgment of Heniy’^’s title by the 
greatest part of his subjects. [This it was which 
gave so great an advantage to Philip II., that 
even after the assassination of Henry III., the 
remains of the I-.eague, particularly the council 
nf sixteen, had actually proposed to put every 
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thing into his hands, under ti>e title of Protector 
of the realm ; but at this critical moment, and] 
at . the earnest persuasion of Rosni (Duke of 
Sully), himself a Protestant, ‘Henry was pre- 
vailed on to declare himself a Catholic. He ^ 
abjured at St. Denis, and was crowned King at 
Chartres, 1594i. He soon after took ppssession 
of Paris ; but it cost him several years, both of 
war and negociation, before he gained the whole 
of his kingdonf, exhausted as it was and ruined 
by civil discord. 

8. The subsequent life oPthis excellent prince 
was devoted to the* reparation of these misfor- 
tunes. After forcing Philip II. |]who had 
hitherto lefrained from giving him any higher 
title than Prince of Bearn, and done all he could 
do to prevent the Pope’s withdrawing his seq,- 
tence of excommunication, after he had abjured 
the Calvinistic faith,] to conclude the advanta- 
geous peace of Vervins, 1598, his whole atten- 
tion was bestowed^ on the improvement of his 
kingdom, by reforming its laws, regulating its 
finances, encouraging agriculture and manufac- 
tures, enlarging and embellishing the cities, and 
finally by successfully reconciling fife partisans of 
the contending religions. In all bis beneficial 
schemes, he found an able assistant in his minister 
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tlie Duke of Sully, who has beautifully depicted 
the life and character of his master. It is in 
his memoirs that we see not only the great de- 
signs, but the private virtues, the engaging and 
^ amiable manners of this illustrious man, who, 
while he was the arbiter of the contending powers 
of Europe, was the indulgent father of a happy 
people. 

The period of the splendour and happiness 
of France was of short duration. Henry IV., 
woilhy to be immortal, was assassinated at the 
age of fifty-seven, 4th May, IGIO, by llavaillac^ 
an insane fanatic. He meditated at the time of 
his death, the great project of a perpetual peace 
between the states of Europe ^ a design higldy 
characteristic of the benevolent mind of its 
author, but which the weakness of mankind, and 
the impossibility of reasoning with natioiis as 
with wise individuals, must for certain have ren- 
dered abortive. 
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LV. 

HISTORJ^ OP ENGLAND AND OF SCOTLAND IN THE 
REIGNS OF ELIZABETH AND MARA' QUEEN OF 
SCOTS. 

1. Elizabeth, daughter of Henry VIII. by 
Anna Bullen, Inborn in 1533] succeeded to the 
throne on the death of her sister Maiy, 1558 ; 
and [^though she began her reign under very 
trying and perplexing circumstances,] England 
attained to a high degree of splendour under the 
rule of this great and politic Princess, whose 
talents enabled her [Rafter surmounting the dif- 
ficulties which at first stood in her way,] to 
pursue the true interests of her people, while 
her vigorous and intrepid mind led her to fake 
an important part in maintaining the balance of 
power in Europe. While she encouraged at 
home every useful art and manufacture, fof 
’Which she had particular opportunities afibrded 
her by the disturbed state of the Low Countries,] 
she colonised a ^eat part of North America, 
'supported the infant republic of Holland against 
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its tyrannical enemy, humbled the pride of 
Spain in the defeat of its invincible Armada, and 
assisted Henry IV. in the recovery of his king- 
dom. It was hey fortune to have tlie aid of most 
able* ministers, and her merit to place her con. 
fidence in their counsels. 

2. Had Elizabeth been equally endowed with 
the virtues of the heart as with the powers of the 
mind, she would have shone tlie most illustrious 
character in the annals of modern Europe. Her 
conduct to her cousin Mary Queen of Scots has 
fixed an indelible stam on her character. Maiy, 
the daughter of James V., and great-grand- 
daughter of Henry VIL, educated in France, 
and married, when very young, to the Dauphin, 
afterwards Francis II., had imprudently assumed 
tlie arms and, title of Queen of England, by the 
persuasion of her maternal uncles the Guises. 
The pretence was the illegitimacy of Elizabeth, 
declared by Henry VIII. on his divorce from 
Anna Sullen. This false step laid the found- 
ation of all the miseries of the Queen of Scots. 
{Though it has been exceedingly well observed, ‘ 
^t there “was no cause wanting to produce an 
enmity between these near relations, there 
being a constant rivalship and competition of 
.nation, crown, religion, wit, and beauty.] 



336 MODERN HISTORY. PART II. 

3. The Reforfiiation was at this going 
forward in Scotland with the most ai’dent zeal. 
The Earls of Argyle, Morton, Glencairn, and 
others, its chief promoters, had, by their own 
authority, suppressed the "worship of the mass 
over a gyeat part of the kingdom. The Catholic 
bishops, by an ill-judged persecution of the Re- 
formers, greatly increased the number of their 
proselytes. They began to muster their strength j 
and headed by John Knox, a disciple of Calvin, 
a virtuous man, but of the most furious and in- 
temperate zeal, threw down the altars and 
images, expelled the priests, and demohshed the 
cdmrches and monasteries. Acting now in 
arms, and in open defiance' of government, the 
Queen-Mother, Mary of Guise, attempted, by the 
aid of French troops, to reduce her Protestant 
subjects to submission ; and these applied for 
aid to the Protestant Queen of Englaild. Eli- 
i^beth sent an ariny and a fleet to their assist- 
j^ce. : pflie death of the 'Queen- Mother was 
^dbiyed. by a capitulation, by which it was 
i|^'eed;,^at the French should evacuate Scot- 
that Mary al^uld ^ouncg all preten- 
al^^^e crown of %gland. The Protestant 
,¥>n3er for^ was now 

in the. the Cathdip. 
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4*. In this situation of’ Scotland, Marv, at tlie 
age of eighteen, on the death of her niotlier, 
and of her husband Francis II., returned to lier 
hereditary kingdom ; liaving fortunately escaped 
an English fleet which Elizabeth had dispatched 
to take her prisoner on her passage. Her mis- 
fortunes began from that hour. Her Protestant 
subjects regarded their Catholic Queen witli 
abhorrence, and looked up to her eneinv Eliza- 
beth as their su])port and defender. That artful 
Princess had secured to her interest the very 
men on whom the unsuspecting iVIaiy ])Iaccd 
her utmost confidence, hei; bastard-brotrier the 
Earl of Murray, the Eai 1 of Morton, and Secre- 
tary I^ethington. The views of Murray aimed 
at nothing less than his sister’s crown, and tlie 
obstacles which opposed his criminal ambition 
served only to render his aittanpts more daiing 
and more flagitious. 

5. The marriage of Mary with her cousin 
Lord Darnley, [a Catholic as well as herself,] 
son of the Earl of Lennox, who stood in the 
same relation to Elizabeth, was not relished by 
that Princess. Encouraged by her iniriisters, 
Randolph and Cecil, Murray formed a conspi- 
racy to seize and imprison the Queen, and put 
to death her husband, and usui'p the govern- 
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ment ; and on the detection of his designs, 
attempted to support them by open rebellion. 
Defeated, exiled, pardoned, and loaded with 
benefits by his injured Sovereign, he persevered 
in the same atrocious purposes, till he at length 
accomjdished them. 

6. The spouse of Mary had incurred her re- 
sentment ])y his vices and liis follies. Taking 
advantage of the weakness of his mind, MiuTay, 
Morton, and Lethington had rendered him jea- 
lous of the 2 >artiality of Mary for her foreign 
secretary, the aged Rizzio, and engaged him 
in the barbarous act of murdering this ill-fated 
wretch at the feet of the Queen, to whose gar- 
ments he clung for proteefion. The purpose of 
this shocking outrage was to procure the abor- 
tion of Mary, then big with child,- and possibl} 
her death ; or should she survive, to alienate 
completely her affections from her husb'and, and 
thus to render her suspected of the design they 
had projected of cutting him off by assassination. 
In the latter purpose they succeeded. The 
house which Darnley inhabited was blown up 
by gunpowder ; his body was found strangled 
near the place, and the report immediately pre- 
vailed that Mary had been accessary to his 
murder. 
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7 . A most imprudent step, to wlucli slie was 
conducted by the same band of traitors, gave 
countenance to this suspicion. At the earnest 
recommendation of Morton and some of her 
chief nobility, she married the Earl of Bothwell, 
a man openly stigmatised as one of the mur- 
derers of her liusband. He had, it is true, been 
absolved on trial for that crime, and had by 
force made himself master of her person. The 
plans of Murray and liis associates, successful to 
the utmost of their wishes, were now ripe for 
consummation. On the pretext of the Queeif s 
guilt of murder and adultery, she was confined 
by Murray in the castle of* Eochleven, and there 
compelled to resign her crown into tlie hands of 
lier unnatural brotlier, who was to govern tlie 
kingdom as Regent during the minority of hei 
infant son, now proclaimed King by the title of 
Jaqjes VI., 156?. Bothwell escaped beyond 
seas, and died in Denmark. 

8. A great part of the nation reprobated 
these infamous proceedings. Mary escaped ftom 
her confinement ; and at the head of an ai mj 
gave battle to the rebels ai Langsidc ; but, 
being defeated, she. fled for shelter to the noith 
of England. Elizabeth, who had secretly taken 
part in all the machinations of her enemies, had 
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now gained a great object of lier ambition ; she 
had in her hands a liated rival, and by lier sup- 
port of Murray and his party, the absolute 
command of the kingdom of Scotland. Yet 
policy required some show of friendslii}) and 
humanity to the Queen of Scots, who claimed 
as a suppliant her protection and aid. She 
professed her desire to do her justice, but first 
required that she should clear herself of the 
crimes alleged against her. To this Mary agreed, 
in the intrepidity of conscious innocence. In a 
conference held tor that jnirpose, Murray openly 
stood forth as the acduser of his sister and Queen, 
appealing to certain letters said to be written b}' 
her to Bothwell, plainly intimating lier guilt. 
Copies of tliese letters were produced. Mar\ 
demanded tlie originals, boldly declaring them 
to be the forgeries of her enemies;^ but the} 
were never produced. She retorted on Murray 
and Morton the charge of Darnley’s murder ; 
and the conference was broken off' at the com- 
mand of the Queen of England, who detained 
Mary in close imprisonment. 

9* The ungenerous policy of Elizabeth was 
condemned by her own subjects. The Duke 
of Norfolk, the first of her nobility, and, though 
a Protestant, favoured by the Catholic party in 
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England,' secretly projected to many thc‘ 
ot Scots ‘ and tlie discov^ery ol* these Views <2.’i\ jntr 
alarm to Elizabeth, brought that ill-fated noble- 
man to the block, and hastent;d the doom of the 

unfortunate Mary. Woj u out witli tlie iiiisc lies 

» 

of her confinement, she privately solicited the 
aid of foreign princes tor her deliv erancc. Her 
cause was espoused by all the Catholics ol' Ihig- 
land ; and some of the most inlcmpcrale ol’tlu'se 
[^animated, ii" not encouraged, the Prince's ol' 
(xuise, the' holy See, the Jesuits, and tlic S[)a- 
niards,j had formed a ])lot to delivc'r her t'rom 
ca})tivitv , and to ])lacc hei’on the tlnone hv the 
murder of Elizabeth. 'riiis dangx'rons conspi* 
racy was discovered, and its authors ["to the 
number of fourteen]] dcser\edl\ snfierc'd diMth. 
The schemes of Mary for her own deliverance' 
were held presumptive of her ac(|ui('scenca' in 
th^ whole of the plot. Though an indejiendent 
sovereign, she vv^as brought to trial before a fo- 
reign tribunal, which had already decreed her 
fate; and being condemned to suffer death, slie 
was beheaded at P'otheringay Castle, ld87, in 
the forty-fifth year of her age, and nineteenth of 
her captivity in England. Previously to this 
event, Murray had fallen the victim of the pri- 
vate revenge of a gentleman w^hom he liad injured, 
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and Lethington poisoned himself in prison, to 
escape the sentence of his enemies ; Morton, for 
some time Regent of the kingdom, was after- 
wards tried and suffered death for his concern 
in tlie murder of Daniley. 

10. We have noticed the formidable prepara- 
tions of Philip II. for the invasion of England, 
and their disastrous issue in the total destruction 
of the invincible Armada. The English, in 
their turn, made descents on the Spanish coasts ; 
and the glory of the nation was nobly sustained 
by those great Admirals, Rawleigh, Howard, 
Drake, Cavendish, and Hawkins. Tlie Earl of 
Essex distinguished himself in those expeditions, 
and won the favour of Elizabeth, both by his 
prow’ess and personal accomplishments. The 
death of Leicester, her former favourite, and of 
her minister Burleigh, left Essex unrivalled in 
her affections, and of chief authority in the di- 
rection of her councils. Haughty and impa- 
tient of control, he disgusted the nobles ; and 
his failure in quelling a rebellion in Ireland gave 
them sround to undermine him in the favour ol 
his sovereign. In the madness of inordinate 
ambition, he proposed to possess himself of the 
person of the Queen, and compel her to remove 
his enemies, and acquiesce in all his measures. 
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This treasonable enterprise brouglit Inin to the 
scaffold, 1600. 

11. From tliat time Elizabeth fell into pro- 
fbuntl melancJioJy, and soon alter died in the 
seventieth year of her age, l6o3, luiving named 
for her successor Janies King of Scotland. 
Her talents were great, and the hrinness of her 
mind unequalled ; yet herjnivate character was 
tarnished by cruelty, hyjiocnsy, and an insatiable 
desire of admiration. Her maxims of a’o\ern- 
ment were despotic, and she had little regard 
for the liberties of her peoj)le, or the privileges 
of her parliaments, to whftm she never allowed 
the liberty of ilisjniling her roinmands. 'fhe 
actual government of England in those davs was 
little difierent from an absolute monarchy. 


LVl. 

HISTORY OF GREAT RHITAIN IN' THE REIGNS OJ 
JAMES I. AND CIIAREES I. 

1. James VI. of Scotland succeeded by here- 
ditary right to the throne of England, thus 
uniting the tw'o crowns ; a prince of considerable 
learning and talents, but of little vigour ol mind 
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or political energy. He became iinpopulai- fioni 
his notions of an uncontrollable prerogative, to 
which unwisely proclaiming his title, he pro- 
voked his subjects to question it. The current 
of public opinion was now strongly turned to „ 
a!n extension of the rights of the subject, and 
retrenchment of the powers of the crown ; and 
during this reign the seeds were sown of 
that spirit of resistance on the part of the people, 
which was destined in the next to overturn the 
constitution. 

2. Domestic events were such as chiefly dis- 
tinguished the reign of James I. A conspi- 
racy was discovered in l603 for subverting the 
government, and jilacing the King’s cousin, 
Arabella Stuart, on the throne, in which the 
Lords Cobham and Grey and Sir Walter Raw- 
leigh were principally concerned. ^The two 
former were pardoned, and Rawleigh con 
deimjied, but reprieved ; when, on the ground 
ol’ his infringement of the peace with Spain, by 
unwarrantably attacking one of her American 
settlements, he was, after an interval of fifteen 
years, beheaded on his former sentence. 

3. Another conspiracy followed of a still 
more dangerous nature, the gunpowder treason ; 
a plot of the catholics to destroy at one blow' the 
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King and the whole body of the parliament, 1G04. 
It was discovered, from a circumstance of priv ate 
friendship, on the very eve of its accomplisli- 
ment ; and the* principal consj)irators suffered a 
capital punishment. The public indignation 
now raged against the Catholics ; and the hu- 
manity of James, which souglit to mitigate this 
fury, was as ungenerously as al)sm (lly construed 
into a favour wliich he entertained Ibf their re- 
ligions priiicij)les. 

f. It was a peculiar weakness of tlic King to 
attach liimself to undeserviim favourites. Such 
was Carre, Earl of Somerset, who had no otlicr re- 
commendation than a handsomi' person, and who, 
after several years’ exercise of all the insolence of 
power, fell into disgrace, on {.ojivietion of his 
concern iti a'n infamous murder, ^lis place was 
supplied by Villiers, afterwards Duke of Buck- 
i^ham, [the first subject unconnected with the 
royal family ever raised to that dignity,] a man 
devoid of every talent of a minister, and odious 
to all ranks of the state. He planned a journey 
of Charles Ti’ince of Wales into Spain to court 
the Infanta, and by his folly and insolence frus- 
trated thejreaty on the brink of its conclusion. 

5. Elizabeth, the daughter of James, was 
married to the Protestant Electoi I alatine, who 
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was dispossessed of his electorate by the Em- 
peror Ferdinand II. for imprudently accepting 
the crown of Bohemia, till then an appanage of 
the empire. James was urged ' by Parliament 
to a war in defence of his son-in-law% whicli 
touched the nation both as a jioint of honour, 
and as the cause of the Protestant interest. He 
j^gavc some money, andj sent a feeble armament, 
which was of no service ; tlie only military en- 
terprise of his reign. His favourite jnoject was 
a complete union of the kingdoms of‘ England 
and Scotland j a measure wliicli, however be- 
neficial, the mutual prejudices of the two nations 
were as yet too violent to bear. As a prepar- 
atory step, the] Episcojial liierarchy was intro- 
duced into Scotland ; but this served only as 
the food of future commotions. James I. died, 
1625, in the 59th year of his age, and 22d of Jiis 
reign over England. 

6. On an impartial estimate of the character 
of the succeethng monarch, Charles I., it may be 
allowed, that had the nation in his reign enter- 
tained the same ideas of the regal prerogative, 
of the powers of parliament, and of the liberty 
of the subject, that had prevailed for the two pre- 
ceding centuries, this unfortunate Prince would 
have reigned with high popularity. But it was 
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his lot to mount the throne at that critical period 
when the public opinion liad undergone an en- 
tire revolution on those topics ; and, with many 
excellent endowments, both of head ami heart, 
he wanted that political prudence which should 
have taught him to yield to tlie necessity oi the 
times. 

7. Charles quarrelled with liis tirst ])arliament 
on their refusal ol’atlequate snpjilies lor the war 
in snp])ort of his brother-in-law the decti^r Pa- 
latine. I^He demanded the money as a tribute 
due to him ; the Commons had learned to resist 
such claims, and to contri 4 mteto the public exi- 
gencies in the way' only' ol a fi gdt, and not 
without consideration of sucli grieiancc's as they 
wished to have redressed. 3 Cngagetl to his al- 
lies, the King, tlissolving the parliament, issued 
W'arrants for borrowing money of the subject. 

new parliament was found equally unconqily- 
ing, and evinced its jealousy^ of the King by the 
impeachment of his minister, liuckingham ; 
[^whose pride and power were cYCiy day be- 
coming more offensive ;] Charles avenging the 
insult by imprisoning two members of the House 
of Commqns. A quarrel thus begun received 
continual addition from new causes oi otlence. 
The levying money from the subject was en- 



348 MODERN HISTORY, PART JJ. 

forced by billeting soldiers on those who refused 
to lend to the crown ; and some were even im- 
prisoned on that account. A war was under- 
taken against France by Buckingham^s insti- 
gation, a sufficient cause of its unpopularity ; and 
it ended in a fruitless attempt on Rochelle. 
The King again dissolved his parliament, 16^(). 

8. A new parliament exhibited a spirit of de- 
termined reformation. A Petition of Right was 
passed by both Houses, which declared the il- 
legality of raising money without their sanction, 
or enforcing loans trom the subject, annulled all 
taxes imposed witho<_it consent of parliament, 
and abolished the exercise of the martial law ; 
and Charles was obliged, with much reluctance, 
to give his assent to this great retrenchment of 
prerogatives sanctioned by the usage of the most 
popular of his predecessors. 

9 . The taxes of tonnage and poundage had 
usually been continued from one reign to another. 
On this ground the King conceived he was war- 
ranted to levy them without a new grant ; and 
a member of the House of Commons was im- 
prisoned on refiisal to pay them. This arbitrary 
measure excited an outiageous ferment in that 
assembly, and the consequence was a new dis- 
solution of the parliament, 1629- 
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10. It was now a measure of necessity to 
makepeace with France and Spain. The King 
persevered in levying the tonnage, pouiuUige, 
and ship-money, and higli lines were imposc^d 
for various offences, without trial, by authority 
of the Star-chamber. Tlie legality of the ta\ oi 
ship-money was disputeil by John Hampdcai ; 
but he was condemned by the Court oi lix- 
chequer, contrary, as was generally thought, to 
justice and tlielaws of tlie rc^alm. 

11. Tliese discontents were incre ased by re- 
licrioiis enthusiasm. Charles, by the advice of 
Laud, Archbisho)) of C’anterbury, bad relaxed 
tlie penalties against Catholics, and coimtenaiua-d 
some innovations in the ceremonials oi' cJun ch- 
worshi]), ])reliules, as they were termed, to the 
Popish idolatries. He had likewise imprudently 
attempted to introduce the liturgy of the church 
p^^England among the Scots ; measures which 
excited in the latter country the most general 
discontent, and produced the most violent com- 
motion!?. A bond, termed the National Covenant 
containing an oath oi resistance to all religious 
innovations, was subscribed in Scotland by all 
ranks and .conditions ; and in a CJeneral As- 
sembly at Glasgow, the Episcopal hierarchy 
was solemnly abolished, 1(138. lo maintain 
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this violent procedure, the Scots ret'onners took 
up arms ; and, after seizing and fortifying the 
most important places of strength in the king- 
dom, boldly marched into the hc'art of England. 

J2. It was now absolutely necessary to as- 
semble a parliament; and the King at length 
saw that the torrent was ij’resistible, and re- 
solved, though too late, to give it way. []A1I 
the rights which the King, in imitation of his 
father, and through an ignorance of the true 
spirit of the English constitution, had arrogated 
to himself, were denounced as usiu'pations a 
bill passed for abolishing the tonnage and 
poundage without consent of parliament, and 
received the royal assent. Monopolies of every 
kind were abolished. A j)arliament was agreeil 
to be summoned every third year.' Unsatisfied 
with these concessions, the Commons impeached 
the Earl of Stafford, the King’s first minister, 
of high treason, together with Laud, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, who were charged, as the chief 
counsellors of the crown, with a design of sub- 
verting the laws and constitution of the realm. 
The fate of Strafford, whose trial by his peers 
would have terminated in his acquittal, was 
secured by a bill of attainder, to which the King 
was, with the greatest reluctance, forced to give 
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his assent. TJie Commons seized that moment 
of anguisJi to obtain consent to a decisive 
measure, a bill which rendered the parliament 
perpetual, by declaring that it should not • be 
dissolved or adjouined but by its own decree', 
1(341. Strafford and J^aud were both beheadeel. 

13. Iliis last mc'asLire of the Commons ev inced 
a determined })nrposc to overturn the constitu- 
tion. Their proceedings hitherte) had tin* show 
of justice, and nu)st of* them might be vindicate'd 
on the })rincij)les of true jiatriotism. But liom 
this })eriod tlieir conduct was treason to tlieir 
country and its government^ — 'The last bill ile- 
stroyed the eepial balance of the constitution of 
England, and every subsequent measure was a 
step towards its entire annihilation. 

14. The Irish Catholics took advantage ol* 
these disorders, and, with the })urpose of assum- 
ing the entire command of that kingdom, and 
shaking off its dependence on England, at- 
tempted, in one day, to massacre all the Pro- 
testants in Ireland; [a very great number, as 
many as forty thous^id, it has been said, actually 
suffered.] To extinguish this horrible rebellion, 
Charles consigned to the parliament tlie charge 
of the war, which they interpreted into a trans- 
ference to them of the. wdiole military powers of 
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Bie crown. Under this authority a great force 
was levied, and supplied with arms from the 
royal magazines. 

15 . The bishops having complained that their 
lives were in danger from the po})idace, withdrew 
from parliament, and protesting against the pro- 
ceedings of the Lords in their absence, were 
impeached of treason by the Commons, and 
[[twelve of them3 committed to the Tower. The 
patience of Charles was exhausted. He caused 
to be impeached five of the Commons, and went 
in person to the house to seize them j a breacli 
of the privilege of „ pari lament, for which he 
found it necessary to atone by a humiliating 
message. 

16. A new bill of the Commons, naming the 
commanders of all the fortified' places, who 
should be responsible to parliament alone, was 
understood to be a declaration of war, [[for it 
was a direct invasion of the royal prerogative. [( 
The next step was to assume the whole legis- 
iatiye power, by declaring it a breach of privilege 
to dispute the law of the l^d declared by the 
Lords and Commons. But the former were 
mere name, being entirely under the control ol 
the latter. 
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17* The sword was now to decide tiie contest. 
The royal cause was supported by a great pro- 
portion of the landed interest, all the friends of 
the established c'hurch, and all the Catholics in 
the kingdom. fThe Queen, with great activity 
and singular resolution, procured some succours 
from abroad ; not from France, indeed, but 
Holland, where her daugliter was married to the 
Pri nee of Orange. Prince Rupert, brotlier to 
the unfortunate Elector Palatine, wlio hacl 
married the King^s sister, was placed at the Jicad 
of the royal army.^ On the side ol’ tlie jiarlia- 
ment were the citv of Lond 4 )n and most ol' the 
greater towns, witli all llic dissenters and sc'c- 
taries. The thst campaign was favourable to 
the royalists. They defeated the [)arliamentar\' 
forces at Worcester and Ivdgehill, l)iit lost tin' 
battle of Newbury. 

18. The parliament tiow entered into a strict 
confederacy with the Scots, both in the articles 
of politics and religion ; and the Solemn League 
and Covenant, a new bond, more specific in its 
objects than the former, and more treasonable in 
its purpose, was framed at Edinburgh, for the 
purification of both churches, the reformation of 
both kingdoms, the maintenance of the privileges 
of King and parliament, and the bringing to 


VOL. II. 


A A 



S5.4f MODERN HISTORY. PART II. 

n^ajignants. In consequence of this 
confederacy, 20,000 Scots took the field to co- 
operate with the forces of the parliament. 

19. Oliver Cromwell commanded at this time 
a regiment of horse, under Fairfax, General of 
the parliament, but in reality directed all the 
measures of the army. [It was the younger 
Fairfax whom he had managed to get appointed, 
after the removal of the members of both Houses 
from the .army, in virtue of the self-denying 
ordinance, whereby both peers and commoners 
were made to renounce all civil and militaiy em- 
ployments, leaving the field open to Cromw’ell’s 
ambition, who possessed a perfect ascendancy 
over the new General.^ In Scotland the royal , 
cause was gallantly sustained by the Marquis of 
Montrose ; but all w^as lost in England by the 
defeat at Naseby, 1645. The King’s troops 
being entirely dispersed, he threw liimself into 
the hands of the Scots, who basely delivered him 
up to the commissioners of parliament, from 
whom he was taken by Cromwell’s orders, and 
conducted to the army, now the masters of the 
.^ngdom. Cromwell, entering London, assumed 
an absolute control over the parliament, and im- 
prisoned all who disputed his authority. Charles, , 
esc^iping from his confinement, fled to the Isle 
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but was there tletaiuecl a prisoner in 
Carisbrook Castle. 

20. The parliament, suffering under this mili- 
tary usurpation^ were now sincerely desirous of 
terminating a miserable anarchy by a treaty with 
the King, and, after a long negociation, ail terms 
were finally adjusted. Charles agreed to resign 
to parliament the military power, the disposal of 
all the offices of state, and the right of creating 
peers without their consent: he agreed to abolish 
the Episcopal hierarchy, and to establish the 
Presbyterian discipline ; and these concessions 
the parliament accepted by a majority of suf- ’ 
ffages, and declared to be a sufficient basis for 
the settlement of the kingdom. Cromwell in- 
stantly surrounded the House of Commons, and, 
excluding all "but his own partisans (about sixty 
in number), a second vote was passed, rescind- . 

the former, and declaring it treason in a 
King to levy war against his parliament. A 
court of justice was then appointed to try the 
King for tliis act of treason. The House of- 
Lords having unanimously rejected this decree, 
were immediately voted, by this junto of iur 
dependents, fo be a useless branch of the con- 
stitution. 
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21. Charles was brought to tnal ; and, re- 
fusing to acknowledge the authority of liis 
judges, was condemned to suffer deatli. He 
was beheaded on the 30th of ‘.Tanuary, lb 1-9. 
The arbitrary proceedings of this monarch in 
the beginning of his reign, [vvhicli, as far as re- 
garded the unfortunate monarch personally, may 
be said to liave had for their foundation prin- 
ciples which he had regularly derived from hit> 
ancestors and predecessors on the throne, who 
had. not only avowed and acted on them to a 
greater extent, but been actually encouraged so 
to do,] were certaiidy sufficient to justify that 
resistance on the part of the people which at 
, length produced its effect, in confining the regal 
authority within its just bounds, and securinj^f 
the rational liberties of the subject. But from 
the period that this end was attained, resistance 
ceased to be lawful. Its farther operations were 
criminal in the extreme. The subsequent usurp- 
ations of the Commons' can no more be justified 
on any constitutional principle, than the murder 
of the King can be defended on the score of 
l^ality, justice, or humanity. 
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LVII. 

THi: C'OMMONWEATTIJ OT l.NGJ.AND. 

1. 'The parJiajuGiU of Scotland Jiad taken no 
pari in these latter scenes, and had toianally 
))j'otested against the trial of tUc King. On his 
death they ])roclaiined Cliarles 11. their Sove- 
reign, but on tlie express condition of’ Ins sign- 
ing the Covenant, and ratifying their (a)nfession 
of Faith. Ireland recognised him \vithont any 
conditions. The heroic Marquis of Montrose 
landed in the north of Scotland with a few fo- 
reign troops, hind attempted to reduce the ]>arty 
of the Covenanters, and establish the legal au- 
dlior itv of the King, indejiendent of the servile 
restrictions with which they had fettered it; but, 
attacked by a much superior force, he was de- 
feated, and betrayed into the hands of lus ene- 
mies, wlio put him to death by the hands of tJic 
exeeptioner, 1650; displaying in the circum- 
stances of his punishment all the insolence of 
cruelty which * distinguishes revenge in the 
meanest of, souls. Charles betook himself to 
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Scotland, and was obliged, however reluctantly, 
to acquiesce in all the terms that were imposed 
on him. 

2. Cromwell, [^who had at' first been ap- 
pointed Governor of Ireland, but on the refusal 
of Fairfax to proceed against the Scotch, 
recalled, 3 marched, with 16,000 men, into 
Scotland against the now royalist Covenanters, 
whom he defeated in the battle of Dunbar ; 
[^becoming, thereby, master of Edinburgh ; 3 and 
then following the royal army, which retreated 
into England, he cut them to pieces in the de- 
cisive battle of Worcester, September 3. 1651. 
Charles fled in 'disguise through the western and 
southern counties till he found an opportunity 
of escaping to France. Cromwell returned in 
triumph to London. 

3. The republican parliament formed and 
executed great designs. A war with Holland 
was most ably maintained on both sides by 
those great naval commanders, Blake, Van 

'Tromp, and De Ruyter; but the advantage was 
greatly in favour of the English, who took , above 
1600 of the Dutch ships. The parliament, 
proud of these successes, justly conceived that 
while the nation -was thus povN?erful at sea, the 
land-army was an unnecessary burden, ai?d de- 
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termined to reduce it. To prevent this measure, 
Cromwell framed a remonstrance of the army, 
demanding the election of a new parliament ; 
and this meetiifg with no regard, he entered the 
House of Commons, which he had surrounded 
with his troops, and, declaring the parliament 
dissolved by his authority, forcibly turned the 
members out of doors. The republic of Eng- 
land, which had subsisted four years and three 
months, was thus annihilated, in one moment, 
April 20. IG 53 . 

4. It was necessary, however, that there 
should be the appearance »of a parliament. A 
few mean persons, |^about a hundreil and forty,] 
of fanatical character, were chosen by Cromwell’s 
partisans, from the different counties of England, 
with five from Scotland, and six from Ireland, 
to hold their functions for fifteen months. This 
assembly, termed Barehone’s Parliament, from 
its leading member, a leather-seller, became the 
scorn of the public, and was dissolved by its 
own vote, after five montlis. 

5 . The government was now vested in the 
Council of Officers, who nominated Oliver Crom- 
well Lord^Pfotector of the three kingdoms, in- 
vested him with the power of making peace, 
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Avar, and alliance, and authorised a standing 
army of 3O,Q00 men to be kept up for the snp> 
port of government. [He was formally invested 
with the protectorsliip December, 1653, at the 
royal Palace of Whitehall, where he took up his 
residence.] His administration was despotic, 
vigorous, and spirited. He maintained the ho- 
nour of the nation in the war with the Dutch, 
compelling them to yield the lionour of the flag, 
and to compensate to the India Company all its 
losses. [His Navigation Act alone was a measure 
of consummate policy, calculated greatly to in- 
crease the commerce of the nation, to encourage 
seamen, to advance the knowledge of maritime 
affairs,' and naval skill, and to give consequence 
to the state.] He was successful, likewise, in 
his negotiations with France and Spain. [All the 
foreign powders seemed to vie with each other 
in paying court to him.] But in his domestic 
goveiTiment he w^as traversed by his parliaments, 
whom it cost him a continual struggle, and even 
vdolence, to keep in order. * One parliament, 
properly prepared, voted him the regal title, 
which, by the counsel of his best friends, he w as 
forced most unwdllingly to ♦refuse. In recom- 
pense of this self-denial, the parliament con- 
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firmed his title of Protector, with a fixed revenue, 
and decreed his right of appointing a successor. 
He was King in all but the name j [leading, 
however, rather a gloomy life in the late abodes 
of royalty, without pomp or luxury.]] 

6. By consent of parlianieiit, Cromwell ap- 
pointed a House of Lords ; but all the ancient 
Peers declined the profTered honour. He was 
forced to choose them from the Commons ; and 
thus he lost the majority in the Lower House. 
His temper soured with disa})])ointment, a prey to 
chagrin, and in continual fear of assassination, he 
fell at length into a morUvl disease, and died in the 
59th year of his age, 3d September, 1G88, [He 
was buried Math great pomp, but no real sorrow. 
An eye-witness of great respectabdity has re- 
corded, that* it was “ the joyfullcst funeral he 
ever saw.”]] 

7. Richard Cromwell, son of Oliver, suc- 
ceeded, however, by his tatlier’s appointment, 
to the Protectorate; a man of weak under- 
standing and facile temper, utterly unfit tbi 
his hazardous situation, which accordingly he 
maintained only for a few’ months, resigning his 
office on the 22d April, 1659- His brother 
Henry, Viceroy of Ireland, immediately tbU 
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lowed his example ; and the family of the Crom- 
wells, which the talents of one man had ele- 
vated above the sovereigns of their country, re- 
turned once more to its original obscurity. 

8. The remains of that nominal parliament 
which had put the King to death, teimed, in 
deiision, the Rump, was now dissolved by the 
Council of Officers. Of these, every aspiring- 
individual had his own separate views of am- 
bition. Intrigue, cabal, and anarchy, were uni- 
versal j and the nation, looking forward with 
horror to a series of calamities, began earnestly 
to desire the restitutjion of its ancient govern- 
ment. George Monk, commander of the army 
in Scotland, [supported by Fairfax, who now 
came forward again, in a better cause,] judging 
these symptoms favourable for restoring the 
exiled monarch to the throne of his ancestors, 

C 

marched his army into England, declaring his 
resolution to be, to bring about the election of 
a free parliament, which all men knew to be 
synonymous with the restoratiori of the King. It 
was of course violently opposed by the republican 
party, who even attempted to excite a new civil 
war ; but they were forced at length to ac- 
jjuiesce in the measure. A free parliament was 
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assembled ; and a message being presented from 
Charles, offering a full indemnity, complete 
liberty of conscience, and payment to the army 
of all arrears, ifr was received with transports of 
joy, and Charles II. proclaimed King, 29th May, 
1660. 


LVIll. 

THE REIGNS OF CHARLES 11. AND JAMES II, 

1. The nation, without, imposing any terms 
on their new sovereign, trusted implicitly to Jiis 
good dispositions. These were humane and 
complacent ; but the character of Charles, indo- 
lent, luxurioils, and prodigal, was neither fitted 
to support the national honour abroad, nor to 
command obedience and respect to his domestic 
government. The sale of Dunkirk, [so recently 
obtained from France by Cromwell, as the price 
of his assistance' against Sprain,] was a measure 
offensive to the pride of the nation. A war with 
Holland, supported at a vast expense, and main- 
tained in many desperate but indecisive engage- 
ments, was attended finally with no material 
benefit j [and in one instance, indeed, with no 
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small disgrace, when the Dutch got as far as 
Chatham, and burnt the English ships in the 
harbour.3 By the treaty of Breda, concluded 
in 1667, New York was secured to the English, 
the Isle of Polerone to the Dutch, and Acadia, 
in Noftli America, to the French. 

2. The sale of Dunkirk, and the unsuccessful 
issue of the war, attributed to tlie counsel ol 
the Earl of Clarendon, procured the disgrace 
and banishment of that illustrious man, I667. 
The peace was scarcely concluded with Holland, 
when England joined with her and Sweden in a 
triple alliance, to oppose the progress of the 
anns of Lewis XIV. in the Low Countries ; and 
that object being attained, by the treaty of Aix- 
la-Chapelle in I668, the French monarch gained 
the English over to his interest, in a new war 
against the Dutch, which brought their, republic 
to the brink of destruction. 

3. The domestic administration of Charles 
was embroiled from various causes, originating 
in the personal character and dispositions of the 
sovereign. He trusted to profligate and worth- 
less counsellors. His arbitrary notions of go- 
vernment, and the partiality he showed to the 
Catholics# gave perpetual alarm and uneasiness 

a great proportion of his subjects. Com- 



SECT. 58. 


MODERN HISTORY. 


vi65 


plaints resounded from every quarter ; and the 
parliament required a test-oath, abjuring Po- 
pery, from all persons in public employment. 
On refusal to take this oath, the King’s brother, 
James Duke of York, was deprived of his -office 
of High Admiral. 

4i. Titus Oates, a worthless impostor, pre- 
tended to have discovered a plot of the CatJiohcs 
for assassinating the King, burning London, 
massacring the Protestants, and placing the Duke 
of York on the throne. Another villain, named 
Bedloe, joined bis evidence to that of Oates ; 
and on their perjured testintony, afterwai tls fully 
exposed, a few miserable priests suffered death. 
A new test was imposed, whicli excluded all 
Papists from both Houses of Parliament. The 
treasurer Darfby was impeached lor advising the 
last peace with France, though it was proved 
that he had acted by his sovereign’s orders ; 
and a bill passed the House of Commons, ex- 
cluding the Duke of York from the succession 
to the crown. A more important bill for the 
general liberty, the act of Habeas Corpus, was 
the work of the same session of parliament. 
(See Sect. LIX. § 14.) 

5. The distinguishing epithets of Whig and 
Tory were now first known ; the former, the 
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opposers of the crown, against the latter, its 
partisans j and each party, as in all factions, 
carried its principles to an extreme. The Whigs, 
predominant in the next parliament, raged with 
fury against the Catholics, and insisted on the 
King’s assent to the bill for the exclusion of his 
brother. KTe had no other expedient but to dis- 
solve them, but found their successors equally 
violent. After various fruitless attempts to con- 
ciliate their favour to his measures, a dissolution 
ensued of this parliament, the last which Charles 
assembled. 

♦ 

6. But the great cause of dissatisfaction 
remained. The Duke of York was at the bot- 
tom of all the measures of government. A 
conspiracy was formed by Shaftesbury, Russel, 
Sidney, and the Duke of Monmouth, natural 
son of the King, on the pretence of vindicating 
the national liberties. It was discovered by one^ 
of the associates, and Russel and Sidney suffered 
a capital punishment. The detection of this 
conspiracy strengthened the authority of the 
Sovereign. The Duke of York was restored to 
his office of High' Admiral, and tacitly acknow- 
ledged as the successor to the crown.^ Charles II. 
died 6th February, 16&5, in the 55th year of 
his age, and 25th year ^his re^. 
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7. The Duke of York succeeded to the throne 
by the title of James II. His reign was sliort 
and inglorious. He was the instrument of his 
own misfortunes, and ran headlong to destruc- 
tion. The Catholics at this time were not tlie 
hundredth part of the nation, yet James, [in 
close connection with the Jesuits, J was weak 
enough to make the desperate attempt of sub- 
stitutpig the Popisli faith in room of tlie 
Protestant. Discarding tlie nobility from his 
councils, he was directed solely by Romish 
priests ; and in the very outset of his reign»ex- 
pressed his contempt of the authority of parlia- 
ment, and a firm pui'pose to exercise an unlimited 
despotism. 

8 . Tlie Duke of Monmouth, having excited 
a new rebellion, was defeated, made prisoner, 
and beheaded ; and the most inhuman rigour 
was shown in the punishment of all his partisans. 
The parhament was in general submissive to the 
King’s wiU, which for a while met with no op- 
position or control. A declaration was published, 
establishing full liberty of conscience in matters 
of religion j and several bishops, who refused to 
publish it in their dioceses, were committed to 
prison. A Catholic president was appointed to 
one of the colleges of Oxford. An ambassador 
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was sent to the Pope, and a papal nuncio re- 
ceived in London. The Cathohcs openly boasted 
that theirs would soon be the religion of the 
state. 

9. James had three children ; Mary, the wife 
of the Stadtholder, William, Prince of Orange ; 
Anne, married to Prince George of Denmark; 
and James, an infant. The Stadtholder had 
looked on his right to the crown of England as 
certain before the birth of this infant, and, after 
that event, projected still to gain it by arms or 
intrigue ; the infatuation of the King and the 
general discontent of the people giving him the 
most flattering invitation. James himself wa< 
informed ©f these views of his son-in-law, but 
would give them no credit, till actually apprised 
of his landing with an army, 15 th November, 

1688. 

10 . The principal nobility and officers im- 
mediately joined the standard of the Prince 
Orange ; and James was at once abandoned bv 
his people, his ministers, his favourites, and his 
own children. Leaving London in disguise, he 
was discovered and brought back by the popu- 
lace ; but the Prince of Orange wisely favoxiring 
his escape, he found means a few days after to 
convey himself to France. 
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11. The throne being declared vacant, it was 
proposed in a convention-parliament, that tlie 
crown should be settled on the princess Mary 
and lier issue, her husband governing as Regent ; 
whom failing, on the Princess Anne. The Stadt- 
holder declining the oflSce of Regent, it was 
finally resolved to confer the crown on the 
Prince and Princess of Orange, the former to 
have the sole administration of the government. 
j^It was decreed at the same time that no Ca- 
tholic Prince, or husband of a Catholic princess 
should ever become King of Great Britain or 
Ireland, but should be considered as dead, and 
that the title should pass to the next heir.^ 

12. To this settlement [Qf the crownj W'as 
added a declaration fixing the rights of the sul)- 
ject and tlie ♦ royal prerogative. Of this the 
most important articles are the following : The. 
King cannot suspend the laws or theii' execution; 

cannot levy money without consent of Parlia- 
ment : The subjects have right to oetition the 
Crown : A standing army cannot be kept up in 
time of peace but by consent of Parliament : 
Elections . and parliamentaty debate must be 
fre^' and . parliaments must be frequently as- 
8ead>lett Tv&c. Such was the final settlement of 
the Britiflh government, at the great sera of the 
Vp£„ Ji, B » 
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Rey<jlutiom^ At this period, when the consti- 
tution of the country became fixed and deter- 
mined, we finish the sketch of the history of our 
csyn country. 


LIX. 

ON THE BRITISH CONSTITUTION. 

1. The rudiments of the constitution of 
England may be traced as , far back as the 
Norman conquest ^William distributed a great 
proportion of the lands among his Norman fol- 
lowerSj subjecting these, as well as the Anglo- 
Saxons who retained their property, to the 
feudal tenures, and thus extinguishing at once 
tl^ ancient liberties of the people. — England 
was divi4<j(|^into 60,215 military fiefs, all held 
of the Crown, under the obligation of the vase’s 
taking arms for his sovereign whenever required. 
In the continental kingdoms of Europe, as in 
Erance, the feudal system, arose'hy slotv degrees, 
was there of conse^ence the same union ot 
thej feh.ric fas in = England, The ieiidal lords 

each other, ever at variance 
6ro0tt., th^ iptitiiai pret^ions, ^nd often owing 
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but a very slender allegiance to the Crown. 
Their vassals suffered from oppression, and often 
struggled for theft freedom ; but these efforts 
being partial produced no consequence favour- 
able to the liberty of the nation. In England 
all were oppressed by the enormous -weight of 
the crown ; it was a common grievance, and 
produced at times a violent effort for the general 
liberties of the people. 

2. The forest-laws imposed by the Conqueror 
(see Sect XV. § 2. 11.) were a grievance felt by 
the whole nation, as rendering every man's 
property precarious, and subject to the arbitrary 
encroachments of the Crown. It was no wonder 
that the barons and their vassals should cordially 
unite .to rid themselves . of so intolerable a hard- 
ship. Henry I. found it necessary to conciliate 
his subjects, by mitigating the most rigorous of 
the feudal laws. A greater -advaiiilfe was made 
urader Henry II. by the institution of the trial 
by jury. But John, imprudently resisting this 
natural progress towards a rational freedom, 
was soon compelled irrto those important con- 
cfesaions, the Charta de Foresta and Magna 
CPtarfa. /From that time, whatever we may 
judge of the actual government, which was often 

B 0 2 
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most! arbitrary abd*,de8potical, the constitution 
(^^ngland was that of aiimited monarchy.^ 

‘ The next naemordble aefeuin the growth of 
the - English constitution wa^ the reign of 
Henry III., when, under that weak princ^ the 
' parliament received a new form, by the admission 
t)jf the representatives of the people, the deputies 
of'the counties and boroughs. (Sect XXII. § 2.) 
Hiy successor Edward I. acknowledged their 
authority in ol^ining all his subsidies, and 
ratified a new law, which declared, that no tax 
should be levied without tlio consent of Lords 
and Commons-T— The Magna Charta was con- 
no less than eleven times in the course of 
this reign. 

;4. Thus the constitution continued advancing, 


tiH ifs progress -was suspended by the civil wars 
York fand, Lancaster. The rights of both 


kerned then to Ve entirely 
and the r^e of Tudor . found no 
'from parliament to their v^orous but 
d5^^6tid“^ky . . The t^ents . of EliaSabeth, and 

sus- 

extingE&ahied ah 
.'winiO' feel* 

mspuntenanie cT tw power ^tnd dig- 
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5. But under the succeeding prince, when 
that, power and dignity were abased by his own 
w'eakness, the nation began to awake from its 
lethargy 5 and fhat spirit of opposition, which 
in this reign confined itself to' complaints, was 
in the next to break forth with ailarming \dolence. 
Charles I., endowed with superior energy of 
character, and acting, as he conceived, on a 
principle* of duty, which called on liim to main- 


tain the prerogative of his predecessors, and 
transmit it unimpaired to his posterity, was im- 
prudent in exerting with rigour an authority 
which he wanted ultimate resources to support, 
fie was compelled to sign the Petition of Rights, 
a grant more favourable to liberty than Magna 
Chart a. The true patriots were satisfied with 
this concessioif, which conferred the most ample 

constitutional freedom, But with the popular 

• 

leaders patriotism was the’ cloak <§§ insatiable 
ambition j and advancing in their demands with 
every new compliance, the last, appeal was made 
to ; the sword, and the contest ended by the 
dajdmction of the constitution. 

- 6 i‘p 3 te despotism which succeeded, and the 


of power from the I-ong Parliament 
to -fee^rptoctor** and' finally to the leaders of a 
army, afforded* convin^g demonstra- 





S74> MODEEN HISTOUr. PART 11 , 

tion tow vain was the chimera of a republic, 
Xlilder which the demagogues had masked j^eir 
designs. Weary of anarchy, the nation returned 
with high satisfaction to the best of, all constitu- 
tion^ a limited monarchy. 

7* New encroachments under Charles II. pro- 
duced new hmitations, and the act of Habeas 
Corpus gave the utmost possible security to per- 
sonal liberty. The violent and frantic invasion 
of.tlie constitiition by James II. banished himself 
and his posterity from the throne, -and produced 
a new and, solemn contract between the King 
and people. Regarding* therefore, the Revolu- 
tion as the final ^ttlement of the English con- 
stitution, we shall endeavour briefly to delineate 
: the chief features of that great political structure. 

< 8. The constitution of Great Britain may be 

.yijSwed under two distinct heads, the legislative 
iaijd the executive power : the. last comprehend- 
ing the.prerc^tive of the Crown. 

The, j^wer ^of legislation belongs to parlia- 
;ml«t, wfsipse cppstituent parts, are, the King, 
33^ Common^ The House^ of Lords 
^ tho peers- ojT E^land, and 

,W;m^bis|pps- and 
jo union 

add^- sixteen 



SECT. 59. MODERN HISTORY. S75 

delegates from the peerage |^of the former king- 
dom, and thirty-two from the latter.^ The 
House of Commons consists of the deputies of 
the^ counties and principal towns of England, 
and the two universities, amounting in all to 513 
members ; [^to whom, since the unions, are added 
45 from Scotland and 100 from Ireland. J These 
deputies are chosen by the freeholders who pos- 
sess a property yielding a certain yearly rent. 
The Chancellor genarally presides in the House 
of Lords ; the Speaker is president in the House 
of Commons. 

9. The King is the mos^ essential component 
part of parliament, because he alone has the 
power to convoke, prorogue, and dissolve it. 
He has likewise a negative on all its acts, whicli 
are invalid without his approbation j and each 
house has a negative on the decrees of the other. 
It^is likewise competent to the King to propose 
?iny measure to be laid before the parliament, 

10. All questions regarding public affairs and 
ntitional m^^ures may originate in either house 
of parliaraent, except grants of money, which 
mhst take their rise in the House of Commons, 
and catmot .be altered, though they may be re- 
ject^ by the I^ords. The matter must be pri- 
nJtiHJy i^cussetJ in that house in which it ori- 

9 n, 4- 
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ginates, and, ' until there decided, cannot be re- 
ceayed by the other unless a conference should 
bef/demanded- A bill refused by either liouse, 
of, though passed by both, refused by the King, 
is utterly void. 

11. The executive power of government is 
lodged in the King. (1.) The first branch of 
his office is the administration of justice. The 

t 

judges of all courts of judicature are the King’s 
substitutes. He is the prosecutor of all crimes, 
and has the power of pardoning and suspending 
the jexecution of all sentences. (2.) He is the 
fountain of all honour, the giver of all titles and 
dignities, and the disposer of all the offices of 
state. (3.) He is the superinfendant of com- 
merce, and has the power of regulating weights 
and measures, and of coining money. (4.) He 
IS the'head of the church, and names the arch- 
bishops and bishops. (5.) die is commander^ in 
.chief of all the sea and land forces; and can 


alone equijp fieetS, levy armies,* and appoint all 
^th^ir officers (6.) He has the ppwer of making 
peace ahd alHance, ahd oT sen^Hg and re- 
aihbas^^rs. (7.) Be' is’ above the 


all cdUr^ bSf ju^do, is^ hbt re^on- 

aav jd^attie Jbr in the 


r ... j\f' uL.ih- 


emiiiferitl- 
* 
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12. These high powers of the Sovereign 
which, at first sight, would seem to render him 
an absolute monarch, are thus admirably con- 
trolled : — The King is dependent on parliament 
for’ all subsidies, without which he can neither 
maintain his fleets and annies, nor pay the sa- 
laries of officers. The parliament indeed settles 
a revenue on the King for life, but this is 
merely sufficient for the maintenance of his 
household, and supporting a proper dignity of 
establishment ; and as it must be renewed by 
parliament at the beginning of every reign, it is 
in the power of that body ^to withhold it till all 
abuses shall be remedied. Thus the constitu- 
tion may be brought back at those periods to its 
first principles, and aU encroachments of the 
prerogative restrained. 

13. The King can never reign without a par- 
liament. ’ It must by law be assembled once in 
tfiree years, on a notice of forty days before its 

■ paeeting. Although the head of the church, 
the King cannot alter the established reli* 
gion, nor fi-ame ecclesiastical regulations ; these 
,raust ,be made by the assembly of the clergy. 
' .inhe King cannot interfer-e in the ordinary ad- 
soixiistfhtion of justice, nor refuse his consent to 
pt^cution of crimes, tie may pardon of- 
fenii^ cannot exempt the offender from 
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pecaniafj ’ebffljt^fiifttiotf «fco tine p&rty injured. 
^He dimnot alter the standard df money, either in 
-v^^ej^eflit or alloy> £te cannot raise an army without 
the OOnsent of parlianseht ; and,* though a mo- 
derate standing force is kept tip with their con- 
sent, the funds for its payment require an annual 
renewal by parliament. 

Finally, although the Sovereign himself is 
not amenable to any judicature, his ministers 
are responsible fm* all the measures of govern- 
ment, and are impeachable by the Commons 
at the bar of the JSouse of L-ords, for every spe- 
cies of mi&conduct o^ misdemeanom-. 

Moreover^ the freedom of parliamentary dis- 
cussion is* secured, as no member can be ques- 
tioned for any opinions or words, but in that 
house of parliament in which they tvere uttered. 

14. The personal security and the rights of 
the subjects are farther guarded by these three 
pecifliarties of the British constitution, the Ha- 
%e^C6rpuSt Trial b^ Juries, and the Libefty of 
flie'Fresii. .'By the act ot Habeas Corp^ every 
prfedSef m^ be brought^ bef^e a judge, the 
qau^. W bo# de^aiher certified, "^d the judge’s 
'^ihterj)c4^ ‘ to The violatidn of 
stad*|e^ is pnmshid>le by the Id^eif^ pe- 
^ be sus^pended 
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in times of danger to the state, as during tlie ex- 
istence of a conspiracy or rebellion. Although 
this act does not extend to Scotland, the sub- 
jects of that part of the United Kingdom are 
equally secured by their own laws. * 

15. All crimes must be tried by a jury of 
twelve men in England and Ireland, and fif- 
teen in Scotland. The prisoner has a right of 
challenging or objecting to the jurors ; and (ex- 
cept in Scotland) without showing any cause he 
may challenge twenty successively in ordinary 
cases, and thirty-five in cases of treason. The 
jury are judges both of the law and the fact ; 
nor has the opinion of the Court any weight in 
their decision, but such as they clioose to give 
it. 

16. The liberty of the press is in this respect 
a guardian of the constitution, that it is com- 
petent for any individual to convey to the public 
luE opinion of the whole conduct of government, 
and the merits of its conductors ; to canvass 
every counsel of state, and examine every public 
measure ; thus forcibly restraining all ministers 
and m^strat^ within the limits of their duty. 
It is farther the guardian of injured innocence, 

, ^ Statute 1701, c* 
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and the redresser of all wrongs tnat evade the 
cognisance of law. Yet this most valuable 
right, if itself unrestrained, Would be the source 
of the greatest mischief. If it were allowable 
with impunity to assail the established govern- 
ment, to convulse society, to disseminate atheism, 
to injure the reputation or endanger the life and 
property of individuals by false accusations, 
tliere would be an end of all liberty a;id civil 
happiness. The liberty of the press consists in 
this, that there is no examination of writings 
previous to their being printed and published ; 
but, after publication, ^such writin^^ as offend in 
any of the above, particulars, are,, on trial of 
the offence by jury, punishable Jhy law. Thus 
the public is properly constituted the judge and 
censor of all writings addressed to itself 
17. Such are briefly the outlines of the ad- 
mirable fabric of the British constitution. Esta 
ferpetua! 



SECT. 60 . 


MODERN HISTORY. 


381 


LX. 

OF* THE PUBLIC REVENUE OF GREAT BRITAIN, 

1. The property belonging tc^ the Crown of 
of Great Britain, which was anciently very 
great, and fully adequate to the maintenance of 
government, consisted of domain-lands, the first 
ruits and tenths of church-benefices, the rents of 
/acant bishoprics and abUeys, the profits of mili- 
:ary tenures, fines imposed in courts of justice, 
forfeitures, &c. These are now from alien- 
itions made by the sovereigns, and retrench- 
uents of their prerogative, become so incon- 
nderable, that the King may be considered 
j8 entirely dependent on the people for the 
iupport of his dignity, and the means of car- 
[ying on the business of the state. The pub- 
lic revenue, destined both for the former and 
latter purpose, arises now from the subsidies 
grantffll by tbe people ; the supplies are voted 
by the Commons ; and the means of fum- 
mh^ them, by taxes proposed by the Chan- 
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ceUpt.-of the Es^chequer, .must receive their 
sanction.. 

% Of these taxes, some are annual, that is, 
subject to a yearly renewal by parliament,] as 
,the land-tax and malt-tax 5 and others funless 
repealed or modified,] perpetual as the cus- 
toms, excise, salt-duty, post-oflSce duty, stamps, 
house and window-tax, duties on servants, hack- 
ney-coaches, pensions, &c. The customs are 
a tax paid by the merchant on all imported 
and exported commodities j the excise, an in- 
land imposition, laid sometimes on the con- 
sumer, and sometimq^ on the retail-seller. 

.3. The produce of th^e taxes is, in the first 
places destined to the paying the interest of the 
national debt, and afterwards to the ordinary 
support of government. 

The national debt a-rose soon after the Revo- 
' • 

when it was thought hazardous to im- 
pose annual taxes equal to the annual expense 
government, and, more expedient to borrow 
, large sums j for the inunediatp service of the 

^lojnore than to pay the 
] - of that< debt. The same aystem has 

in j so that the . national 
a centi^ millions, is 
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now above 300 millions. * To pay the interest 
of this enormous sum, the produce of the taxes 
(excepting the malt and land-tax) are primarily 
destined ; and,' as somewhat more is annually 
raised than that exigence and the maintenance 
of government demand, the surplus constitutes 
a sinking fund for paying off the principal of 
the debt. 

4. The produce of the taxes, originally se- 
parate funds, is now thrown into two or three 
capital funds, one of which is mortgaged by 
parliament for the maintenance of the King’s 
household and the civU-liat, viz. the salaries of 
officers of state, judges, ambassadors, private ex- 
penses, pensions, &c. 

5. Notwithstanding the little prospect of an 
extinction of the national debt, government 
maintains its credit, and will always find lenders, 
because the terms granted are beneficial, and 
the security is transferable ; so that a lender can 
thus always obtain payment of his principal sum, 
and frequently make gain by the transference. 
The value of stock rises and fallsdfom various oc- 
casional causes, as national prosperity, or the.re- 
^erse, plenly or scarcity of money, quantity of pub- 


* [Very greatly increased since.] 
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lie debt On this -variation is founded the practice 
of stock-jobbing ; that is, either buying and 
selling actual property in the public funds, 
which is a lawful speculation, or gaming and 
wagering on the price of stock, which is an il- 
'licit though common practice. The practice of 
stock-jobbing, even by the transference of actual 
property, far more by gaming on that which is fic- 
titious, is prejudicial to commerce and manufac- 
tures, by engrossing a great part of the national 
wealth, repressing industry, encouraging fraud, 
and often tempting to the’ most treacherous 
and dangerous devices for raising and sinking 
funds. ' [It cannot, however, now be prac- 
tised; to the extent it formerly was, the stocks 
being by ^uny regulations regarding the sink- 
ing-ftmdj secured from such fluctuations, as 
were formerly the chief tempta,tions to that 
dpecies of gambling.} 
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LXI. 

HISTORY OF FRANCE UNDER LEWIS XIH. 

1. France, wliich under Henry IV. had 
risen from a state of miserable anarchy to high 
prosperity and splendour, sunk, immediately 
upon his death, into weakness, faetion, and dis- 
order. Mary of Medici, [^appointed not by the 
states-gencral as should have been the case, but 
by the Parliament at the instance of the Duke 
d’Epernon,3 Regent in the minority of her son 
Lewis XIII., a weak wom.an, and of restless am- 
bition, disgusted the nobility by her jiartiality 
for her Italian courtiers. Concini, her first 
minister, [[though ignorant of the laws, manners, 
and interests of the kingdom, J created ]Marslial 
d^ncre, [without the smallest military prc- 
tensions,[] became so uni's'crsally odious, that ho_ 
was [with the privity of the young King] 
openly murdered in the Louvre, and his body 
tom to pieces ; [liis wife being, if possible, still 
more cruelly treated.] The Queen [-mother, 
her guards being previously removed and dis- 
armed, [] was exiled from Paris, and kept for two 
vot, ii. c c 
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years a prisoner at Blois, till relieved by the 
Duke d’Epernon, to serve his own pmposes of 
ambition. The Queen’s party was at war with 
that of her son, and the whole, kingdom in a 
^te of anarchy. 

2. The genius of Cardinal Richelieu, j^first 
noticed by the Concini, and a sharer in their 
disgrace, butj who was now brought into power 
by Mary of Medici, soon effected a wonderful 
change. He reconciled the mother and her son, 
soothed the contending factions, and, on the 
King’s assuming the government, directed every 
public measure to the complete re-establishment 
of the power and dignity of the monarchy. 
The party of the Calvinists, alienated by per- 
secution, Qand having several great lords on 
their' side,3 attempted to throw off their allegi- 
ance, and establish an independent state, of 
which Rochelle should be the capital.* Riche- 
lieu bargained with the Dutch to furnish a fle*et 
for subduing their Protestant brethren, and the 
Dutch now fought as keenly for the Catholic 
reJ^on as they had lately done for , the Pro- 
testant.^ The English seat a fleet to -tiie aid of 
the^^oehellois, who for ay e^. maintained, [[with 
^^whin^^firmn^s and undannted reaohition, J 
'a troops 

fe^mtiktodi^'by sa ? [[the 
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King himself being also often present, and by 
no means inactive in forwarding the assault.] 
They were at length forced to surrender, [^chiefly 
through famine,]- and Rochelle, with ' all the 
other Protestant cities of France, were stripped 
of all such privileges [[as might be dangerous to 
the state,] and had their fortifications destroyed. 
Thus Calvinism was for ever crushed in France, 
[though not extirpated j for they were still 
allowed liberty of conscience, and to have their 
temples, municipal laws, and courts of justice, 
as a tolerated sect.] 

3 . Lewis XIII., tlnough, a weak Prince, saw 
his advantage in entering into all the great 
designs of his minister. Richelieu influenced 
the politics of all Europe. [He had three grand 
objects constantly before his eyes : to reduce 
the exorbitant power of the princes and nobles ; 
to keep the reformed party quiet j and to prevent 
the too great aggrandisement of the house of 
Austria.] The power of Austria was attacked 
in Germany, Flanders, Spain, and Italy; and 

the talents of the minister were equally displayed 

* 

in: active war, in foreign negociation, and in his 
dooaestic arrangements. Yet at this very time 
afbnhidable cabal was undermining him. Mary 
of Medici -was jealous of the man she had raised, 

CCS 
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andbaston, Duke of Orleans, the King’s brother, 
Sought to supplant him in his power. Richeheu, 
[^thdugh dismissed by the King, and, to all ap- 
pearance, nearly falling a sacrifice, 3 with as- 
tonishing intrepidity of mind repressed this 
<foh^piracy. Portified by the King’s autliority, 
(^■whose favor he foi^nd means to recover at the 
most critical moment,] he seized the Marshal 
de Marillac, one of his most dangerous enemies, 
at the head of his army, and tried and put him 
to death by a lawless stretch of power. Orleans, 
apprehensive of a similar fate, fled the kingdom ; 
[protesting that he would never return, while 
so great an enemy to Ifimself and his mother 
was permitted to enjoy such power;] and Maiy 
of Medici, arrested and removed from court, 
[[and who never afterwards saw her son,] ended 
her career of ambition in voluntary , exUe at^ 
Brussels ; [and in. -wretched circumstance^] 
Orleans, supported by the Duke de Montmo- 
renci, attempted a rebellion ; but their array was 
defeated, and Montmorenci, [who, but a short 
time- before, had receivec^ extraordinary thanks 
.ftoia ,bis sovereign for defeating his enemies, 
'Irapeiiaiiats, Spaniards, and Savoyards, on the 
r||laitiff[^ ‘Vfigfiane^3 executed for treason. The 

vtilii tbe-|!aenjie& of the 
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and examined her papers ; and Anne of Austria 
was very near sharing the fate of Mary of 
MedicL The only motive of this extraordinary 
enmity to bofh Queens being probably the fear 
and apprehension he entertained of their ob- 
taining too great an influence witli the King, the 
son and the husbapd.J 

4. Amidst all this turbulence both of foreign 
war and state cabal, Richelieu, [whose love of 
glory was general and insatiable,^ cultivated the 
pursuits of literature, encouraged the sciences, 
ir^stituted the French Academy, and composed 
pieces for the theatre. • The administration of 
Richelieu, though turbulent from faction and 
civil war, was, on the whole, extremely glorious 
for France. [His whole plan, with a view to the 
political or exterior interests of the kingdom he 
ruled, w^s from the first grand and magnificent ;]] 
and the seeds, were [by. him unquestionably] 
sown of the splendour of that monarchy in the 
succeedingageof Lewis XIV. [Infact, thewhole 
Europe was included in the very first projects 
K^Jbis administration ; and to repress the threaten- 
ing. .preponderance of Germany, he wisely 
^turned .to.the almost unknown northern powers 
ifef aMistance, overlooking the difference of reli- 
thereby produced a balance never to 
c c 3 
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be lost sight of,] The (leath of this great mi- 
nister, 1642, was soon after followed by that of 
his sovereign, Lewis XIII., 1643. j^The Queen- 
mother, widow of Henry IV., had died fiv'e 
months before him, “ a beggar at Cologne,” as 
a celebrated writer has observed.] 


LXII- 

SPATN UNDER PHILIP III. AND PHILIP IV. CON- 

STITUTION OF PORTUGAL AND OF SPAIN. 


1. From the death of Philip II. Spain de- 
clined in power, and notwithstanding her great 
sources of wealth, the national finances were in 
the utmost disorder. Philip III. was forced to 
conclude a peace with the Dutch, [^who had 
stripped him of some of his most valuable settle- 
ments, being more than his match at sea,] and 
to restore to the house of I^assau its confiscated 
©states. Wi^h a w^k and despicable policy, 
3if© ©^^p^ed;jftpm his kingdom rU the Moors, 
Srho mostmdnst^us of its inhabitants, 

.thja.d^pp^ath^n, to |^at al- 

by iter y^^^OTcah 
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increased under Philip IV.» who, equally spirit- 
less as his father, was implicMtly ruled by his mi- 
nister Olivarez, as Philip III. had been by the 

i • 

Dujte of Lerma. His reign, [[in addition to the 
grossest mismanagement in regard to all things 
appertaining to the internal wealth arid pros- 
perity of the kingdom,] was one continual series 
of miscarriages and defeats. The Dutch seized 
Brazil; the French, [[after driving the Spaniards 
out of Piedmont,] invaded Artois ; Catalonia 
revolted to France ; and Portugal shook off its 
yoke, and became an independent kingdom. 

S. No revolution was e’^er effected with' such 
ease and celerity as that of Portugal. The 
people were disgusted with the rigorous and im- 
politic administration of Olivarez. The Duke 
of Braganza, descended from the ancient kings 
of Portugal, had at this time the command of the 
army. Instigated by the ambition of, his 
Duchess, and seeing the spirit of the nation 
favourable to his views, he caused himself to 
be proclaimed King at Lisbon. ‘The Spanish 
guards were attacked and routed, and the chief 
partisans of the government put to death by the 
p^ulace. 'All the principal towns followed the 
exataple; of the capital, and .soon after all the 

'forei^ ifettlements; {[the Dutch even joining 

c . c _ 
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the • new king, and restoring to him what they 
had nested from .the Spaniards in Brazil.] 
From that aem, 1640, Portugal became an 
.independent sovereignty, after havdng been for 
sixty years an appanage of the kingdom of Spain. 

4. The government of Portugal approaches to 
an absolute monarchy. The consent of the 
states or Cortes, consisting of Clergy, Nobility, 
and Com*mons, was formerly necessary to the im- 
position of tax^s, and the settlement of the suc- 
cession to thb crown. But this assembly, never 
convoked but by the royal mandate, has now for 
a long time ceased to.meet. The ordinary busi- 
,ness of government is transacted by the King 
'and h£s council of state, which is appointed by 
himseift The crown’s revenue arises from its do- 
mains, including the tami]y-estates*of Braganza, 
from » the duties on exports and imports, from 
.‘the faxes, arid from a stated proportion of the gold 
/brought from Brazil. The state of the commerce 
%nd manufactures of Portugal is extremely low ; 

though* |avoured by soil and climate,' the 
'4^gi5|itilture of^the kingdom is riiuch neglected. 

'i; b^^tv'5$$d of Spai^ mayurith equal 

f to I*ottugaL the parent state 

extraor- 
not yet to 
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The reigns of Pliilip III. and IV. of Spain, 
though an acra of national humiliation, derived 
some small lustre from the state of literature. 
Dramatic compositon, poetry and romance, and 
even history, were cultivated with great success. 
But these are in some sort the amusements of 
indolence, and this was the predominant cha- 
racter of the people. This character may have 
arisen from two sources : The torrent ot wealth 
poured in from America retarded, in tlie' lower 
classes, domestic industry and manufactures, 
wdiile it increased the pride of the gentry, and 
made them disdain all occupation. [The magnifi- 
cence of the grandees consisted in a profusion 
of plate, and a'great number of domestics : . the 
comforts and conveniencies of life were sadly 
overlooked ; and sincethe expulsion of the Moors, 
whose industry had-supplied many things useful 
q^nd agreeable, the whole kingdom exhibited a 
wretched appearance of dreariness and sloth.] 
.’The despotism of the government, indeed, was 
strongly repressive of all enterpiser and activity 
in the people. [The inland trade was checked. 
, ^'d stifled, as it were, in its birth, by a multipli- 
city of h^irassing and impolitic duties, which 
prevented any . profitable intercourse between 
ioi^’pSvince and pother-, so that what both 
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nature and fortune seemed to conspire to put 
into their hands was turned to no account : they 
would not even work for themselves, but sent 
their raw materials to be prepared in other 
countries for their use, and to be purchased 
back again, at a great profit to other states, so 
that even with the command of all the mines of 
the new world, money itself became scarce.] 

6: The constitution of Spain, of which the so- 
verei^ty was, in ancient times elective, is now 
that of an absolute monarchy. .The crown is 
hereditary; though at different times, as in 1619 
and 1713, there has been a new limitation made 
by the monarch of the succession. The Cortes, 
of states of the kingdom, limited in former times 
the power of the sovereign, but Charles V.'re- 
'duced their authority to nothing, by depriving 
the nobility and clergy of their seat in fhose as- 
semblies ; the remaining members, the deputies 
pf the towns, being entirely under the control 
df the monarch. The King’s council, or Conseja 
^al, is the oirgan of government but there is 
no depaitoent of the state which has any consti- 
ttitiohS power to regfdhte ike will the Prince. 
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LXIII. 

AFFAIRS OF GERMANY FROM THE ABDICATION OF 
CHAREES V. TO THE PEACE OF WESTPHALIA. 

1. To preserve the connection of the affairs 
of Germany with those of the other kingdoms of 
Europe, we must look back to the period of the 
abdication of Charles V., when fhe empire was 
distracted both by the ■jiolitical factions and 
(j^uarrels of its independent princes, and the con-' 
sects of the Catholics, Lutherans, and 
Calvinists. Ferdinand attempted to reconcile 
these faction?^, and unite the three religions, but 
in vain. Maximilian II. had still less power to 
effect this object than his predecessor ; nor was 
the face of affairs at all changed during the suc- 
ceeding reigns of Rodolphus II. and Mattliias. 
[The former was Emperor, and Kingof Bohemia 
and Hungary, but without influence in either 
country j and the latter kingdom during his reign 
haff nearly faUen into the hands of the Turks c but 
lii was more of a phUosopher than a king, wluch 
him in fact resign most of his regal honors 
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before his death to his brother Matthias, ■while 
Tycho Brahe and Kepler were distinguishing 
him as a philosopher, by their Rodolphine tables 
of calculations. His successor Matthias, ■who had 
■taken his place before his deathj'^at the instigation 
of those who had ends of their own to answer, 
found himself awkwardly placed when he came 
to the imperial -throne, between the reformed 
party, ,whom he had favored in Hungary and 
Bohemia, and the Catholics of his hereditary 
states : he had no resource but to yield to the 
demands of both, ■without having the satisfaction 
of conciliating either.^ A civil war, of thirty years’ 
duration, [beginning 1618,- and ending with the 
tfeaty of Westphalia, 1648,] reduced the empire 
to extremity. Under Ferdinand II., [the suc- 
cessor of Matthias, who died 1619,3 ^ zealous 
Catholic, the Protestant states of Bohemia, who 
.bad suffered under the government of Matthiijs, 
conferred their, crown on the Elector Palatine ; 
fa priiiceof the hoiuie of Bavaria, but of tlie Cal- 
religion.] The Emperor, in revenge, 
by the other, or Catholic, branch of the 
J^mily,] deprived him both of his crown 
ah^*T^’^e€^rate. [The Elector .fled fot refuge 
l^dVs^^tauho to Silfisia, Dentfnark, Holland, 
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;erest of the latter power to prevent the Em- 
leror becoming too powerful, and of James 
the First of England, his father-in-law, to support 
the Protestant* paiTy, he obtained no effectual 
aid.J 

2. The Protestant cause was [^thus to all ap- 
pearancej declining fast in Germany, and every 
thing seemed to indicate success to the schemes 
of Ferdinand for its entire annihilation, when it 
receiv'cd new [^and unexpected]] vigour from the 
intervention of Gustavus A.dolphus, King of 
Sweden, []with whose affairs Fei'dinaud had im- 
prudently interfered.^ This great Prince de- 
feated the ]^most celebrated]] Irnperial Generals, 
[particularly Tilly,] and carried the Protestant 
•banners, [in amost extraordinary manner,] trium- 
phantly through Germany. [He triumphed not 
only by the force of his arms, but by the grandeur 
of his character; just, humane, and moderate; 
where others (particularly the ferocious Wal- 
Stein)>ad violated every right, and acted in open 
and avowed contempt of every amiable feeling, 
Gustavus won the hearts even of those who were 
opposed to hun, and astonished a distracted 
'world, by ? display of heroic, virtue little ex- 
pecteddo be found In the person of a Scandma- 
yian ^Idier.] • The Emperor was completely 
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humble^ and the Elector Palatine on the e^' of 
restoration to his dominions, when the heroic 
Gustavus was slain in the battle ofLutzen, 1632. 
The war was successfully prosecuted by the 
Swedish Generals, 'vyhile Cardinal Richelieu 
harassed the house of Austria both in Germany 
and Spain. [Ferdinand II., who had spent his 
whole reign in the midst of war, without ever 
taking upon him any command, or engaging per- 
sonally in the contests, which he provoked or 
promoted, died, as it has been said, of mortifi- 
cation and chagrin, at the age of fifty-nine, 
.1637.] 

3. In the succeeding reign of Ferdinand III. 
the Protestants of Germany found the most ac- 
tive support both from the Swedes and the 
French ; and the Emperor being fdrced to con- 
clude the peace of Westphaha, 1648, these 
powers dictated its terms. By this celebrated 
treaty all disputes were settled between the con- 
tending princes of the empire and the'contending 
religions. The Swejies, [who assume^ a high 
f^e in conseq[uence of their victories, and, as it 
been well remarked, negotiated through their 
Salviiib, as Gtistavijahad foi^ht,] wei;p 
for the charges, of the war, abd acr 
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qutred Pomerania, Stettin, Wismar, &c., and 
their sovereign the dignity of Prince of the em- 
pire ; the Palatine family was restored to its 
chief possessions ; the King of France made 
Landgrave of Alsace ; [an acquisition of great 
importance and an equal establishment de- 
creed of' the three religions. This salutary 
peace laid the foundation of the future great- 
ness and prosperity of the German empire, 
[miserably wasted by so long and ruinous a war, 
and never standing more in need ot rest and 
repose.]. 


LX IV. 


FRANCE UNDER LEWIS XIV. 

1. On* the death of Lewis XIII., 1643, his 
soh Lewis XIV. succeeded to the throne in the 
fifth year of his age. Europe, as we have seen, 
was in a most turbulent sUte ; and France, 
under thb administration of Richelieu, acted a 
conspicuous part in exciting those general com- 
motions. The Queen-mother, Anne of Austria, 
Anointed Regent by the states, chose for her 
the Cardinal Mazarin, an Itahan, and 
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from tliat circumstance odious to •the people. 
The S^niards, taking advantage of the King’s 
minority and the popular discontents, made an 
a,ttack on Champagne j but they^ were defeated 
in a series of engagements by the great Conde ; 
and tlie Marshal de Turenne shared with him 
the palm of glory. The peace of Westphalia 
cpmposed these differences. 

2. At this very time the commotions of the 
Fronde broke out in Paris. The jealousy felt 
by the nobility of Mazarin’s power, tlie unpopu- 
larity of his measures, the. disorder of the 
finances, and the oppression of new taxes, in- 
flamed the nation ; and the intrigues of the 
coadjutor, afterwards Cardinal de Retz, blew up 
this flame into a civil w^ar. The parhament of 
Paris took part with thb rebels, whd were headed 
by the Prince of Conti, the Dukes of Longue- 
■ yille and Bouillon, and the chief nobility. The 
Queen s^id the royal family xeraoved to_ St. Ger- 
the ministerial party besieged Paris, 
.^urenne, 5 vbo at first supported them, was 
?^ained over by. the rebels. . The womer^ who 

in the disturbances of 

^ pa^cation epsuedi .butjthe 
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the rfiisoi'der^ At length the parliament of Paris 
assumed the right of banishing this unpopular 
minister, who retired to the Imperial dominions, 
though his influence continued still to regulate 
the measures of state. 

3. A clpnge ensued on the King’s’coming of 
asre, 1652.' De Retz and Orleans, the chief 
promoters of the rebellion, were banished, and 
Mazarin resumed his station as minister. — 
Conde had joined the Spaniards in an attack on 
the French Netherlands, but was overmatched 
by Turenne, who revenged this insult by the 
taking of Dunkirk, and several fortified towns 
under the Spanish government. Dunkirjv was, 
by convention with Cromwell, ceded to the 
English, and afterwards sold back to France, as 
wa have seen, by Charles FT. 

4. The war with Spain, [a sort of supplement 
or appendage to the Thirty Years’ war, ^ was 
end*ed in 1659, t5y the peace of' the Pyrenees. 
JMany cessions were made on both sides, ^ but 
France kept Roussillon and part of Artois. It 
was stipulated that Lewis Xl'Y. should mairy 

Infanta, daughter of Philip IV., but should 
renounce all right th*at might thence open to 
the croym of Spain. 

5 ; The treaty of the Pyrenees gave peace to 
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the south of Europe; and the w^n the north 
Ibetwea^ Sweden, Poland, and Denmark, wluch 
arose^er the abdication of Christina of Swe- 
den, were terminated in the year following by 
the treaty of OUva. Christina, a singular' but 
not a great character, held the sceptre of Sweden 
for twenty-two years after the death opher father, 
Gustavus Adolphus ; till at length, tired of the 
cares of government, and affecting a p^sion for 
literature and philosophy, she resigned the 
crown in 1654, to her cousin Charles X. ; an 
example which was followed soon after by 
Casimir King of Roland, though after an ho. 
nourable reign, and for a better reason, age and 
sickness. 

6. Mazarin died in 1661, and Lewis XI Vj 
entered, on a vigoibus and splendid care.erl 
The finances, which from the time of Henry IV. 
had. been in extreme disorder, were* kdmirablj^ 
regulated by Colbert. [Th^ character of tl£s 
able minisb^ was so well toown .to Mazan^ 
.that ^ is aai^ on his de^-bed, to lmve claime^ 
' Credit mih thn. JGn^ for Haying ^oduced him 
ten ^9 no^;^. : oyt^ io Your 

"--Vi 
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not inerely ■^t^ords of course, for under the admi- 
nistration of the latter,^ the commerce apd ma- • 
nufactures of the kingdom, -wisely encouraged 
by government," were soon in the most flourishing 
situation. The canal of Languedoc joined the 
Bay of B^cay and the ^ Mediterranean j the prin- 
cipal sea-ports were enlarged and fortified ; and 
the internal police of the kingdom was regularly 
and strictly enforced. The arms of France 
aided at the same time England against the 
Dutch, Germany against the Turks, and Por- 
tugal against Spain. 

7. On the death of Philip IV., Lewis, on pre- 
tence that Spain had failecf in payment of the 
dowry of his Queen, besieged and took Lisle, 
[in the year I667,] with several other fortified 
towns of Flanders, and in the next campaign 
made himself master of Franche-Comte. The 
Sovereig^ marched with Ms armies, but the 
glory of these c’Snqupsts was. owing to Turenne 
and Vauban. The triple alliance hastily formed, 
Xuhder thi auspices 6f Sir William Temple,*] by 
England,' Holland, and Sweden, checked tMs 
tmd brought cfljout^tie treaty of Aix-la- 
i.d68, By winch* though he re- 
KanderSy restored Frahch^Comtb, and 
5^0®^ ihe peace Pyr^ees. 
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8. The strength and prosp^ty of the king- 
dom continued to increase under the able admi- 
histration of Colbert and Louvois. The civil 
factions of HoUand between the Stadtholder and 


the party of the ,De Witts tempted Lewis to 
undertake^ the conquest of that country ; and 
England, Germany, 'and Sweden, fa\^oured bis 
views. He overran the provinces of Utrecht, 
Overyssel, and Guelderland, and advanced 
almost to the gates of Amsterdam, when the 
Dutch inundated the country by letting in the 
Sea, and the French were forced to retreat. 

9. The confederate powers now became jeal- 
gus of the ascendancy of France ; and the Prince 
of Orange, {;in*whose family the stadtholdership 
h£^ just been made hereditary, [J had sufficient 
in^ence with England, and both branches of the 
houfe of Austria, to obtain their alliance in aid 
nf the republic. The aims , of Lewis, however, 
‘'still continued to l?e successful, and the, peace 


concluded af Nimeguen, in 1678,, Qp^st the , 
Iwishes; of the\,Stadtholder ,3 w^ jn^h to the 
^^oqour,Cand4Syantagei of Frm^^^ 

' ^ ’ " " ' " ■ |h| by^conqu^t 




of Frederic-Williatn, Elector of Brandenburg, , 
a strenuous ally of the united provinces, and the 
last to lay down his arms.J 

10. Notwithstanding the peace, Lewis, wdth 
the most culpable insincerity, seized Strasburg, 
[^occupied^asa],' the capital of Mountserrat, dis- 
turbed the Swiss bj' erecting the fortification of 
Hiiningen, attacked Luxemburg, insulted the 
Genoese, 3 and secretly took part with the Hun- 
garians and Turks in their attack on the Imperial 
dominions. Vienna must have fallen into the 
hands of the Turks, had it not been seasonably 
relieved by the victorious arms of John Sobieski,. 
King of Poland, 1683. 

11. One of the weakest and most impolitic 
measures of Lewis XIV. was the revocation |»f 
the edict of Nantes, granted by Henry IV. for' 
the toleration of the Protestants. While their 
wot^hip was suppressed, their churches de- 
molished, and their ministers banished, the Pro- 
testant laitt were forbidden, under the most 


rigorous penalties, to quit the kingdom, 1685. 
Fr^ce,iLowever, by this measure l<wt above 
5p(5,tk)0 of her most industrious and useful sub- 


je<^V property, 

talehi^ and industry, td''Pni8sia, Holland, and 
oth^'^rbtestant %tateS^ j and the name of 


D D 5 

i j 



V/wai''exw?al3^ a ^^atpart ot 

■'^ilar'excess - bf intblerant b^otry {Precipitated 
-f^es II. from the thtorie of Blit^, and forced 
to seek an asylu'm from the monarch of 

J'rance* ^ * j 

' 12. Hvilfiam Prince of Orange, the inveterate 

e^my of Lewis, brought about the league* of 
'iugsburg, 1686 j and the war was renewed with 
Ptance by Germany, Spain* England, arid Hoi-' 
land: The French arms were still successful. 
Lusembui^ defeated William in the battles of 
&teei&^k and NefVvinden ) Npailles was vic- 
in Sp^ } Adan army of 100,000 French 
|avaged the Tal^^pate, [in the hiost lawless 
^ cru^ manner, ^j iind took many of the most 
iportant towns on the Rhine; [the principal 
^ wV^h were absolntely razed tb their found- 
thi crisis bfthe glory of Lewis, 
vreire' to shk^ti ^ie^bst mcyti- 

iSt^hb§e'^^^bus^;end 



ECl?. 64 *. MODERN jmXORT. 40 ? 

he operation? of the^Em^eror on tne Rhine.^ 
\. peace was ab?|^«tely necessary j and by the 
reaty of 'Ryswick, concluded in l697» Lewis 
estored to Spain all the conquests made in the 
wo last Wars, several towns to tlie Emperor, tlie 
iuchy of. liOrraine tO its duke, and, acknow- 
edged tire right of William to the crown of 
ahgland. 

14 ), The succession to the kingdom of Spain, 
on the expected death of Charles II. without 
issue, was now the object of political intrigue. 
The Emperor and the King of France had the 
only natursd right of succession, (^having mar- 
ried Charleses daughters Q but William III. oj 
England, from the dread of such^an increase oi 
power to either, proposed a treaty of partitiori oi 
the Spanish dominions, at home and abroad, be- 
tweed the Elector of Bavaria, the Dauphin, anc 
the Emperor’s secortd son. Charles II., C^hf 
wsis inclin#d to act justly,] chose rather to mak< 
his own destination, and appointed by will tha 
the Duke of Aryou, second son of the Dauphin 
should inherit Spain ; Cparticularly stipulatini 
^hat the latter kingdom should remain an undi 
vided and indej^epdenf monarchy.] On his deatl 
without i^^ it 

(tipl^Cbaxle?, Emperor. ,: 



PAUT II. 


15 ^ bf' iCii^ the Duke of 

AbJoIi i5ti<^ceeded to the throue <rf Spain, in* 
Viritil^'bf this ^ttlement. ">^e Emperor, the 
Icing" df England, and the Dutch, proposed to ^ 
fefeparate from Ms crown the Spanish dominions 
in Italy; In thisi enterprise Prince Eugene, son 
of fhe Count de Soissons, commanded the Im- 
peril troops, an illustrious renegado from 
France, of great prowess and military skilL- 
16 . James II. of England died in I7OI at 
St. Germain's, and Eewis gave mortal offence 
to that goyiprnment by acknowledgiftg the title 
of his Am, fwhom thp English parliament had 
excluded from the succession, and who -had 



been passed over at the treaty of Ryswick.] 
Oh the death of King William in the year fol- 
lowing, ^ar was declared by Englsftid, Holland, 
and the Empire, against France and Spain. 

Dewis XIV. was now in the*decline ofdife. He 

€ 

had lost the ablest of his ministers and Ms greatest 


^lenerals. The finances of the king^cimr were ■ 
■^hausted. Ihe armies of his- enemies ' were 
f^bnimatided by Eugene and the Duke oT^arl- 


the hblest Generis bf the age, and 
r^uppoil^ by the treasures of the ufiited pofWers. 

tMs fomHiable Con- 
pi£ - the 
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house pf Bourbon, and place tlie Emperor’s son 
^on 'the throne of^Spain. 

17 . Marlborough took Venlo, Ruremonde," 
and Liege, and, together with Eugene, defeated 
Tatkrd and Marsin, with the Elector of Bavaria, 
in the signal battte of Blenheim; 1704. England 
and H(3arid attacked Spain by sea and land. 
Catalonia and Valencia were subdued in six 
weeks; and Gibraltar, taken by the English, 
has ever since remained with them. In the 
battle of Ramilies, Marlborough defeated Vil- 
leroy, and left 20,000 dead on the^ field. ^ The 
contest, at fii'st doubtful hi Italy, ended*alike 
disastrously for the house of Bourbon. The 
Archduke Charles was in the mean time pro- 
claimed King at Madrid ; and Philip V had 
serious thoughts of abandoning Spam,, and es- 
tablishing bis dominion in America. But t e 
successes of the Duke of Berwick, natural 
in of lames II., recovered for a 'vhile is 
despondilB spirit, and even prompted hisgrand- 
^er Lewis to avenge himself on England, by 
aiding the bold but desperate enterprise of cs , 
.tablisLg the Pretender James on the throne of 

-^8. But Prance and Spain were ''f'"® 

Igiund. The Pope had acknowledged the title 
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of the Ar<^dujke CMrle? j ■. iiogliSi .seized 
ifce; J^^diterranean* is^ds } add Le\ns, fallen^ 
proud ptsetensioiig, humbly entreated 
which was refused, unle^ on the con- 


t^^on of his dethrcHHB^ Ms grandson with his 
arms. He maintained for a' while thb un- 
contest, and was*at length forced to pro- 
pose terms equally humiliating ; the cession of 
all his conquests in the Netherlands and on the 
Ifthine ; the acknowledgment of the Archduke’s 
title to the crown of Spain ; and a promise to^ 
give, no aid to his grandson j but these were re- 
fused, . and the inhuman condition still insisted 
on, that he should himself assist in dethroning 
4iis grandson. A last exertion was made in 
Spain under the Du^e of Venddme, at the head 
of a protj^gious army ; and the victory obtained 
by’ the French at Villa-Vitiosa restored Philip, V. 
to.the throne of Spain. His competitor, the 
Archcluke, soon after became Empetor, on the 
^dibalh of his eldei; brother. 

r:iiA9. The intrigues of the cabin^ of Queen 
^^ne, and the coming in a To^ ministry, 
the politics, ;of Eimope. ; Xt was re? 
tso,. mEke^peaieh w^th France , and Spain, 
ie’ treaty w» crastdaded' at Utiwhti i 171^ 
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should renounce all eventual right ^ the crown 

^of France, as 1^ broths should to the crown 

« 

of Spain ; the Dutch obtained an extension of 
frontier ; tlie Emperor a great part of Spanish 
Flanders ; the English gained from Spain, Gib- 
raltar aivl Minorca, and from France, Acadia,^ 
Newfoundland, and Hifdson’s Bay; with bne 
term most humbling to the latter, the demoli^ 
tion of the harbour of Dunkirk. [The acquisition 
of Gibraltar was not merely of importance to 
the English as securing to themselves an en- 
trance to the Mediterranean sea, but as ren- 
dering their friendship and alliance of more im- 
portance to the northern, and other pow’ers, 
trafficking in those parts.] In the following 
year a peace was concluded at Rastadt between 

France and the Empire. 

20. T[he conclusion of this peace, after anhon- 
jurable war, was the most memorable event in the 
reign of Queen Anne, if we except the Union of 
the two kingdoms of England and Scotland, 1706, 
which was brought about by the negociation of 
eommissioners mutually chosen, to secure the 
tights of either kingdom in the best manner for 
tb'eir mutual benefit. It was stipulated that they 
should be represented by one parliament, -^See^, 

DIX. S that each kingiloni should retai| 
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i^own la'^ and its estabUsted religion, and 
that they should have lie same privileges with 
.^e^ect^to commerce. The succession to the 
^irown was limited to ‘the housd of Hanover. 
'I^ueen Anne died SOtlj^July, 1714, and Lewis 
on 1st September, 1715,' in l^e 7^^th 
year of his age ; a prihce of great vigour of 
mind, of good talents, though unimproved by 
education, of dignified yet amiable manners, ahd 
whose greatest fault was his inordinate ambition, 
toVhich he sacrificed the real interests of his 
people. 'It was his highest honour, that he dis- 
cerned and recompensed every species ofmeril^j- 
abd France Was in his time equally illustrious by 
the great military talents] of her Generals, and 
by the splendour of literature and the arts and 
sciences. - [He reordered his nation the arbitress ‘ 
in matters of wit, taste, and politeness ; and by 
encouraging the resort of foreigners to the me- 
jtfopoliX and promoting in a high d%ree every 
branch of learning, nearly raised the Frencif lan- 
guage to a level with the Latin, as an universal ' 
^^cle of intercourse and c(^mumcation.] 
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LXV. 

OF THE CONSTITUTION OF FRANCE UNDER THE 

y 

MONARCHY. 


1. It is necessary, for understanding the his- 
tory of France^ that we should have some ac- 
quaintance with its former monarchical constitu- 
tion ; and we shall very briefly trace the progress 
of its government under the diflerent races of its 
sovereigns. The regal prerogative was, under 
the Merovingian prince, extremely limited. 
(See Sect. II. HI.) The general asssembly of 
the nation Md the right of electing the sovereign, 
and the power of legislation. Under the Car- 
lovingian race, the authority acquired by Pepin 
and Chaxletnagne sunk to nothing m theliands 
of their weak posterity and though the crown 
had ceased’ to be elective, the regal dignity was 
a mere shadow. The power of the state had 
■passed into the han*ds of a turbulent aristocracy, 
£ver at variance among themselves, and ugiUng 
only to ab’ase the crown and oppress the people. 

' 2. Under the third Capetian race, the crow, if 
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jBret-iattT'. 

^(mght,' apd - ijaari jf ^ - tte so- 

‘'^!rareigi^. exerted -a proper spirit in rotstraining 

dte power and punishing ihe lawlesw outrages of 

Ipe nobles. It was to balance the weight of the 

^nstoc^y that Philip the Fair introduced Ihe 

■third estate to the national assemblies,* which for 

*/ 

iabove &ur centuries had consisted only of the 
nobles and clergy. The chief power of the 
^te b^an now to shift to the scale of the mo- 
narch. The national assembly interfered rather 
to ratify than to decree; and in the fifteenth 
century the right of legislation was understood to 
reside wholly in the crown. The right of tajc- 
ation seemed to follow of course ; and the as- 
ijemblies or states-general were now rarely 
convened, and from the reign of Lewis XIII. 
entirely laid aside.*' 

3; But another power gradually arose in the 
state, which in some measure supplied their 
function in limiting the royal prerogative. The 
.p^liameots were origteally nothing more than 
fbe chief courts of justice in the territory whe»e 
^tbey. were , established. The parliament of Paris 
}kad naturally a higher respect and dignitytfaatt 
the provinoes, and, acquiring' a right of 
demees, was. considered aa the 
Jux^Hlictiqn,. wad 'the depository 
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the laws of the kingdom. The sovereigns. <rf‘ 
France, on first assuming the powers of legisla- 
tion and taxation, produced their edicts to be 
registered in 4;hat court, and frequently con< 
suited with its members on momentous^ affairs 
' of state, as in questions of peace, war, or al- 
liance. Thus the nation began to regard the 
parliament of Paris as a body which shared the 
powers of government with the monarch ; and, 

‘ in the latter reigns, the parUament availed itsel 
of that general opinion, and made a bold stanc 
in opposing any arbitrary stretches of the King 
authority, by refusing to verify and register hi 
edicts. 

4. But as this power of the parliament was 
in reality an usurpation, it was constantly a sub- 
ject of disptite. The members of this court 
were in no sense the representatives of the 
people, or vested with any portion of the con- 
stitutional authority of the national assemblies. 
They were in the King’s* nomination, removable 
him at pleasure, *and even subject to entire 
annihilation as a body at his command. Nay, 
Without so violent a remedy, the sovereign could 
lU; any time frustrate their opposition to hi| wdl, 
by appearing personally in the hall of parlitiment, 
and commanding h» edict to be registered. 
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Russia is said to have received the light of 
Christianity in the tenth century ; [and in the 
eleventh, under Vladimer I. and his successor, 
to have made some advances tovtards refinement 
and civilization, through its communication with 
Greece and Constantinople, but which were 
crushed, and all traces of them obliterated by 
the invasion of the Tartars, so that]] its history 
is scarcely known till the middle of the fifteenth. 
At that period John Basilowitz, [pr the son of 
Basil,] redeemed the empire from its subjection 
to the Tartars, and extended its limits. His 
successors maintained a considerable splendour 
as sovereigns ; but their dominions were uncul- 
tivated, and their subjects barbarians. Alexis 
Michaelowitz, father of Peter the Great, was 
the first who published a code of laws. It was 
not till the end of the sixteenth century that 
Siberia was added to the empire, which till then 
was bounded by the limits of Europe. 

2. Peter, the youngest son of the Emperor 
Alexis, [by a second marriage,] became master 
of the empire in 1689, by setting aside a weak 
elder brother, and banishing a factious sister, 
who had seized the government. Utterly un- 
efiucated, his youth had b*een ^)ent in de- 
bauchery > but his new situation immediately 
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displayed his talents, and gave birth to the 
wisest plans for the improvement of a barbarous 
people. The army and navy demanded his first 
attention. He* began by breaking the turbulent 
militia of the Strelitzes, and by degrees formed 
a regular, army of 1^2,000 men, on tlie strictest 
model of discipline. He employed some Dutcli- 
men to build a small fleet, and made the fii-st 
experiment of his arms in taking Azof, [situated 
at the mouth of the river Don,] from the 
Turks, 1696, [by which he gained a passage 
for his subjects into the Black Sea, and where, 
in a very short space of time, he established a 
navy.] 

S. Having gained the little instruction lie 
possessed from foreigners, Peter resolved to 
travel in search of knowledge. Ajipointing Le 
Tort an able Genevese, his ambassador, he 
travelled as a piivate person in his suite through 
Germany to Holland, and studied the art of 
ship-building, by Avorking in the docks with his 
own hands. Thence he passed to England, and 
in a similar manner acquired the knowdedge of 
every art fitted for the improvement of his 
kingdom. The relative sciences were cultivated 
with the same ardour and success j and in 

E E 2 
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sixteen months he returned to Moscow to reduce 
those important acquirements into practice. 

4. Regiments were raised and trained to ex- 
ercise on the German model ; die finances ar- 
ranged and systematised ; the church reformed 
by new canons and regulations ; the patriarchate 
abolished ; and a much abused civil and criminal 
jurisdiction taken from the clergy. It was ne- 
cessary to carry this reform even to the abolition 
of the national dress, and the suppression of 
ancient usages and habits of life ; innovations 
reluctantly submitted to, but enforced by abso- 
lute power. 

5 . While this great genius was thus employed 
in new-modelling and polishing a barbarous 
empire, a competitor arose to dispute with him 
the sovereignty of the Nortli, and divide the 
admiration of Europe. Charles XII. succeeded 
to the throne of Sweden, 1695, at fifteen years 
of age ; a prince whose singular heroism of cha- 
racter and extraordinary achievements have 
ranked him with the greatest conquerors of 
antiquity. The situation of his kingdom speedily 
brought his genius into display. ‘ Russia, Poland, 
and Denmark, joined in a league to seiie and 
share his dominions. The attack was begun by 
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the Danes on Holstein, while the King of Poland 
invaded Livonia, and tlie Czar, Ingria. Charles 
immediately landed an army on Zealand, at the 
gates of Copenhagen ; and in six weeks forced 
the Dane to purchase the safety of his capital 
and kingdom, by laying- down iiis arms, and 
making full indemnity to the Duke of Holstein. 
The Swedish monarcli now hastened into Ingria ; 
and at tlie battle of Narva defeated ()0,()()0 of 
the Russians, and took 80,000 prisoners. Such 
was the first campaign of Charles XI L, tlien a 
boy of seventeen. 

C), Poland was destined t'S) receive a yet more 
humiliating chastisement. Charles reduced C onr- 
land and Lithuania, penetrated into the heart of' 
the kingdom, and subdued the cajhuils of 
Warsaw and Cracow. He then assem])led the 
states, declared King Augustus deposed, and 
sic^nified his pleasure that Stanislaus, his own 
dependent, sliould be elected Sovereign of Po- 
land. The tactions of tlie kingdom aided tins 
revolution, and the will of Tharleswas complied 
with. The deposed King retired to his electoral 
dominions of Saxony. 

7. A negotiation begun with tlie Czar was 
abruptly terminated by Charles, who declared 
he would only negotiate at Moscow; and en- 

E E 3 
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tering the Russian dominions with 45,000 men, 
he was in the way of making good his threat, 
when he was induced, by a treacherous promise 
of aid from the Cossacks, to march through the 
Ukraine in the dead of winter. His army was 
wasted by fatigue and famine, whe^n he was 
encountered by the Czar at Pultowa ; and the 
fate of Russia, Sweden, and Poland, hung upon 
that battle. Charles was entirely defeated j 
9000 Swedes fell in the field, and 14,000 were 
taken prisoners, 1709- Augustus was restored 
to the throne of Poland, and the Czar took 
possession of Finland and Livonia. 

8. With the wreck of his army, reduced to 
1800 men, Charles retreated into the Turkish 
dominions, agd formed a camp near Bender. 
He endeavoured to prevail with the Grand 
Seignior to arm against the Czar, and suc- 
ceeded after a long negotiation. Two hundred 

• 

thousand Turks took the field ; and the Czar’s 

army, infinitely inferior in number, w^s sur- 
rounded, and, after ineffectual resistance, forced 
to capitulate to the Grand Vizier. — The news 
of this capitulation was death to all the hopes 
of Charles ; and his subsequent conduct seems 
the result of phrenzy. The Grand Seignior 
having intimated his desire that the Swedes 
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should quit his territories, Charles fortified his 
camp, and declared he would defend it to the 
last extremity. After every means ineffectually 
tried to make, him alter this resolution, he was 
attacked by the Turkish army, and taken fight- 
ing sword in hand amidst a massacre of his 
% 

troops. 

9. The Czar and the King of Denmark were 
in the mean time tearing Sweden to pieces. 
Charles returned in disguise with two of his 
QtJiQcrs to his own dominions, and immediately 
conceived the design of wresting Norway from 
Denmark. Failing in the outset of this enter- 
prise, he was persuaded by Gortz, his prime mi- 
nister, to engage in another, the dethroning of 
of George II., seizing a part of his continental 
dominions, a«d placing the Pretender James on 
the throne of England. This project was con- 
certed bfetween Gortz and Alberoni, prime mi- 
nister of Philip V. The Czar joined in the 
scheme, and made peace with Sweden ; but an 

unforeseen event broke all their measures. In 

besieging the Norwegian fortress, of Frederick- 
shall, Charles XII. was killed by a cannon-ball, 
11th December, 1718. 

10. Sweden gained by the death of Charles 
a reformation of her government, and a salutary 
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limitation of the arbitrary power of the sove- 
reign. His sister UMca succeeded to the throne, 
and raised to it her husband, Frederick Land- 
grave of Hesse-Cassel. The States made peace 
with all the hostile powers. The Czar was now 
engaged in a war with Persia, in the view of 

r 

obtaining the command and commerce of the 
Caspian. This object he accomplished, and 
gained, by cession from the Sophi, three pro- 
vinces of the Persian empire. 

11. Peter the Great died 2Sth January, 1725, 
and was succeeded by the Czarina Catherine, 
formerly a Livonian captive, but who possessed 
merit equal to her elevated situation. His only 
son, Alexis Petrowitz, jjundcr whose sway the 
Czar is said to have suspected that Russia 
would fall back into her fbrmciv. state of bar- 
barism, j had been condemned to lose his life for 
treason; and the mode of his death, which im- 
mediately followed his condemnation, is at this 
moment unknown. [[The wJiole proceeding tends 
to show, that though the mind of th^ Czar 
.might be capacious, he was in manners, morals, 
and principle, little better than a half-civilised 
barbarian.]] Russia owes to Peter the Great all 
those beneficial improvements which have raised 
her, within the period of a century, fropi bar- 
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barism and obscurity, to the highest rank among 
the powers of Europe. [His conquest ot Livonia^ 
Ingria^ and CarcVia^ which he took from Sweden, 
ofave him a footiim on tlic sliores of the Baltic, 
brouglit Russia forward as a commercial nation, 
and led to the establisliments at Chonstadt and 
Petersburg]!. The trade of Arcliangcl, indeed, 
from this time declined, but the Tzar iiad been 
previously careful to secure to liimself a passage 
into tlie Black Sea, wliere lie actually established 
a navy. Early in the eighteenth ccntin ^ , 1 etei s- 
bnrgh had become a commercial city of* no small 
importance, thus securing to the Russians an 
ample share in the trade, both of the west and 
east.] 
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LXVII. 

A VIEW OF THE PROGRESS OF SC]^ENCE AND LI- 
TERATURE IN EUROPE : 

FROM THE END OF THE FIFTEENTH TO THE END 
OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 

1. We have seen how much literature and 
the sciences were indebted to the art of printing 
for their advancement and dissemination towards 
the end of the fifteenth century. (Sect. XXXIV. 
§12.) From that period classical learning, cri- 
ticism, poetry, and history, made -a rapid pro- 
gress in most of the kingdoms of Europe. Phi- 
losophy did not keep pace. The dogmas of 
Aristotle had possession of the schools down tb 
the seventeenth century, and had engrafted 
themselves even on the doctrines of theology. 
It required a superior genius to dissipate this mist 
of error, and break those fetters on all advance- 
ment in useful science ; and such was the great 
Bacon, Lord Verulam, the most profound phi- 
losopher, and perhaps the most universal genius. 
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that any age has produced. We find in his 
works an estimate of the actual attainments in 
all the sciences, a catalogue of the desiderata in 
in each department, and a detail of the metliods 
best suited to prosecute improvement and new 
discoveries. In fine, we owe to Bacon the sure 
method of advancing in knowledge by experi- 
ment and the observation of nature, instead of 
system and conjecture. 

2 . The philosophy of Bacon produced its ef- 
fect only by slow degrees. Gassendi, though 
he exposed the doctrines of Aristotle, was still 
a theorist, and attempted to revive the atomic 
system of Epicurus. Dcs Cartes followed in the 
same track, and reared a whimsical theory of the 
universe, produced, as he supposed, by the for- 
tuitous combination of atoms, moving in vortices 
through the immensity of space ; a theory re- 
commended by the ingenuity with which it was 
'supported, and its apparently solving many of 
the phenomena of nature. Copernicus had, a 
century before, published his system of the 
planets, which, though condemned by the 
church, w^es received by Des Cartes and the 
best philosophers. 

3 . GaiUeo, in 1609, constructed telescopes, 
(Sect. XXXIV. § 5.) and discovered [the 
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of. the planet Venus, the spots on the sun 
and moon,] the satellites of the larger planets, 
and their motions, for which he was rewarded 
by imprisonment, as a supporter of the Coper- 
nican heresy, [[though he had laboured hard to 
convince his prejudiced judges that the system 
of the latter was in fact not heretical, nor at 
variance with the sacred writings.] Kepler, 
[[tlie friend and disciple of Tycho Brahe,] inves- 
tigated the laws which regulate the motions of 
the planets, and the analogy between their dis- 
tances from the sun and periodical revolutions. 
,IHe was the first who ventured to assert that the 
sun revolved on its axis, whicli the glasses of 
Galileo fifteen years afterwards confirmed.] The 
discoveries in astronomy led to improvements in 
navigation, and a great advancement'of geometry 
in all its branches. Napier, in 1(514, abridged 
calculation by the invention of logarithms. The 
Torricellian experiments determined the weight 
of the atmosphere. In l6l(3, Harvey discovered 
the circulation of tire blood. 

4. The Royal Society, which originated from 
private meetings of the English philosophers, was 
incorporated by Charles II. in 1662, and has 
greatly contributed to the advancement of the 
sciences and useful arts. The’Royal Academy of 
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Sciences was instituted in 1666 by Lewis XIV. ; 
and similar institutions were founded in most ot* 
the countries of Europe ; among which there is 
a communication of science, and a laudable emu- 
lation excited by the publication of their Trans- 
actions. 

5. In the end of the seventeenth ccntiuy 
arose the immortal Newton, wlio, by exhausting 
the most imjiortant disco\ cries ot the laws of 
nature, has rendered it impossible for posterity 
to eclipse his tame. He liad ihscoveied. betoie 
the ago of twenty-lour, tlie tlieoiy ol universal 
gravitation, a principle which solves the eliief 
phenomena ot nature, anti collects and legulates 
the whole machine of the universe. Ilis theory 
of light and colours is the thundation of the 
whole science of optics, and lus Praiap/u the 
basis and elements of all ])hiloso])hv. 

6. Locke, the contemiiorary of Newton, suc:- 
'cessfully applied Lord Bacon’s mode of iinesti- 
o-ation to the study of the human mind; and, 

utterly ivjecllnu tl.o systems ut’ tlie ul.l pWo- 
sophers, examined the soul by atteiulm.i; to us 
operations. From the simple tiict that all know- 
ledge is progressir e, and that an mlai.t gams 
its ideas -gradually through the niedmm ol its 
senses, he drew the general conclusion, that 
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there are no innate ideas in the mind, but all 
are either immediate perceptions conveyed by 
the senses, or acts of the mind reflecting on 
those perceptions ; a conclusion -which has 
been obstinately controverted, chiefly by draw- 
ing from it false consequences, but which has 
never yet been shaken. 

7 . The progress of literature in the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries was equally remark- 
able with that of science and philosophy, Tris- 
«ino was the first of the moderns who composed 
an epic poem in the language of his country, 

. ’U Italia hiherata da Goti, and the first Italian 
who wrote a regular tragedy, Sophonisba. Of 
mucli superior merit to the epic poem of Tris- 
sino is the lAi^iad of the Portuguese Camoens, 
a work abounding in passages of“nigli poetic 
beauty, and displaying a sublime imagination. 
In the end of the sixteenth century Spain pro- 
duced the Araucana ofErcUla, an epic poem of 
great inequality of merit, but frequently ex- 
hibiting novelty of figures and bold conceptions. 
The subject is a revolt of the Peruvians against 
the Spaniards. 

8. But the principal epic poems of this age 
art the Orlando Fitrioso of Ariosto, and the 
OtenaaJeTmne Liberate of Tasso ; the former 
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work most irregular in its plan, most uncon- 
nected and desultory in its conduct, most ex- 
travagant and absurd in the characters of its 
persons, but Kiisplaying alternately every excel- 
lence of poetry in the various departments of the 
descriptive, comic, satiric, moral, and sublime. 
The Giermalemme of Tasso, of a regular plan and 
perfect polish in its structure, has been fre- 
quently brought in comparison with the equally 
high-finished poem of the JILneid ; nor does the 
ItaUan suffer much in the comparison. There 
is a romantic charm both in the incidents and 
characters of his poerh which must ever render 
it a favourite with all readers of genuine taste. 

9. From the time of Tasso, the genius of epic 
poetry lay dormant for a century, till the days 
of Milton ; for the Fairy Queen of Spenser is 
rather a romantic allegory than an epic poem. 
The Paradise Lost, compared with the great 
poems of antiquity, is more irregular and less 
perfect as a whole than the Hind, FEneid, and 
Odyssey, but exhibits in detached parts more of 
the sublime and beautiful than them all. It has 
been well remarked, that tlie inequality of this 

poem arises in a great measure from the nature 
of the subject, of which some parts are the most 
lofty that can enter into the human mind, and 
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others could only have been supported by a 
laborious elegance and polish, which the author’s 
genius could not stoop to bestow. 

10. Lyric poetry was cultivated in the six- 
teentli centuiy, in Italy, France, and England, 
but with no high success. The lesser poems of 
Ariosto and Tasso have no tincture of the ge- 
nius displayed in their greater works. Chiabrera 
is perhaps the only lyric poet of this period that 
merits distinction. In France, Ronsard and 
Bellay imitated Petrarch with all his false wit, 
but without his passion. Marot, however, in 
the naivete and easy vein of his humour, is justly 
accounted the master of La Fontaine. In the 
beginning of the seventeentli century, French 
versification received a considerable polish from 
the compositions of Racan, and yCc more from 
those of Malherbe ; and towards the end of that 
century lyric poetry was cultivated with high 
success by La Farre, Chapclle, and Bachaumontj 
Chaulieu, and Gresset. 

11. The English lyric poetry of the sixteenth 
century, of Spenser, Surrey, Harrington, Syd- 
ney, and even Shakspeare, is harsh and inharmo- 
nious y nor is much improvement discernible 
till the time of Cowley and Waller, ’t'he merit 
of Cowley as a lyric poet was too highly prized 
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in his own age, and is under-ratcd in ours. 
With all his false wit, pedantry, and obscurity, 
he is often both sublime and pathetic in no mo- 
derate degree’. The lyric ode in the third book 
of the Davideis has few parallels in the English 
language. As a prose-writer, Cowley shines in 
that age with superior excellence. Waller is 
more polished and harmonious than any of 
the preceding or contemporary poets, but his 
^vit is quaint, and Iiis elevation too frequently 
bombast. 

12. Dry den, in tlie end of tlie seventeentli 
century, carried lyric poqtry to its liighest ])er- 
fection. His Ode on 8t. Cecilia^s Day sin'])asscs 
all the lyric compositions both of‘ antiquity and 
modern times. He shines co]isj)icuousl y as a 
satirist, poss'essing the keen and caustic vit, 
without the indelicacy, of Juvenal or H orace. 
His versions from Chaucer and Boccaccio are 
easy and^ spirited, and disi)lay a happy talent 
for poetical narrative. His numerous dramatic 
pieces, though exhibiting both invention and 
poetic beauty, are deficient in true passion, and 
in the just delineation of character. 

13. It was not till the end of the sixteenth 
century that the drama in Europe began to fur 
nish a rational entertainment. At that period. 


VOL. II. 
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Lope de Vega and Calderona in Spain, and 
Sliakspeare in England, produced those pieces, 
wliich, tliongli irregular and stained with ble- 
mishes, are at this day tlie admiVation of their 
countrymen. The Spanisli plays of tliat age 
nave been a rich mine for succeeding dramatists, 
both among the Erencli, Italians, and Englisli. 
The merits of Shakspcare are familiar to every 
.person of taste. Ignorant of the rules of‘ liis 
art, lie is the pure child of nature, and thus 
exhibits often her capric:es and absin dities ; but 
these arc redeemed by the most transcendant 
beauties. The old English drama is, with all 
its irregularities, incomparably superior to the 
modern, both in touching the passions and in 
displaying just views of human cliaracter. The 
persons are more discriminated by various and 
appropriate features, and tlie nicer sliades of 
nearly resembling characters are thus more dis- 
tinctly marked. The mixture of the comic and 
tragic in the same plot, though condemned by 
modern practice, is a great source of pleasure in 
the pieces of Shakspcare and his contemporaries , 
nor is there any thing in such a miii:ture, but 
what is consonant to nature. To a person of 
true taste, it will be found often to heighten, 
by contrast, the capital emotion to be excited. 
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14. The compositions for the French stage, 
in the end of the seventeenth century, are 
strictly conformable to dramatic rules, and 
many of those pieces are models of a correct 
and polislied taste. Tlic morality of the Frcncli 
drama of that age and the next is, in general, 
purer than ours ; but tlieir pieces are deficient 
in the nice delineation of character, and in the 
power of exciting the passions. Corneille and 
Racine brought the French tragedy to its highest 
elevation, as Moliere the comedy. ( orneiUe 
has more grandeur and sublimity than his rival, 
who excels him in the* tender and pathetic. 
The comedies of Moliere, highly amusing in 
the present time, were more particularly valu- 
able in the age when they were written, and 
had a sensible effect in correcting its prevailing 
follies ; the pedantry of the ladies, the ignorance 
and quackery of the physicians, and tlic pride 
and arrogance of the french noblesse. Ihe 
last of the eminent dramatists who adorneil 
France in the seventeenth century, was the 
elder Crebillon, who drew many sublime and 
impassioned scenes from the source of tenor; 
and who, m all his works, was as eminently the 
friend of virtue as his worthless son has been the 
pander of vicOr 
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15. The most eminent historians of the 
sixteenth century are, De Tlion, Davila, and 
Machiavel. De Thou has written the annals of 
his own time, from 1515 to IG07, with great 
judgment, and in most elegant I^Rtin com- 
position. The history of 15avila, the annals of 
the Civil Wars of France in the time of the 
Leagues, though the work of a partisan, is com- 
posed with no common degree of candour and 
impartiality. Machiavel wrote, in the beginning 
of the sixteenth centin y, the History of Florence, 
of which the style is classical and the matter 
well arranged, but too much interrupted by 
reflections and ]>olitical discussions. In the 
seventeenth century, Bentivoglio composed his 
History of the Civil Wars of Flanders with the 
most accurate knowledge of his subject, per- 
spicuity of narrative, and eloquence of style. 
Among the English historians in the beginning 
of that period Rawleigh is the most distinguished, 
though his History of the World is, in point of 
style, inferior to the judgment shown in the 
arrangement of the matter. In the latter part 
of the seventeenth century. Clarendon’s History 
of the Rebellion is a work of the highest merit, 
whether we consider the authenticity of its facts, 
the deep knowledge of human nature displayed 
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in the delineation of the characters, or the grave 
and manly eloquence of the style. If, in the 
opposition of political opinions, he has been 
deemed too partial in the defence of his Sove- 
reign, even his adversaries have admitted liis 
perfect integrity, and entire conviction of the 
rectitude of the cause whicli he siip})orts. 


ltd 
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A CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE, 


EXrLANvVTTON OF THE TABLE OJ' ('ll UONOLOO ^ . 

THE Plan of tlic following Chhonoloc.'ical Table, 
though extremely simple, requires, as being a new one, a 
ihort Explanation. In order to give a distinct View ot the 
succession of Princes in the chief Empires or Kingdoms, 
without employing, for that purpose different columns which 
distracts too much the attentim^ and occupies unnecessarily 
a great deal of space, the series of the Sovereigns of dilferent 
Nations is distinguished in this Table by their being iirmtcd 
in different Typographical Characters, d'lms the Senes ol 
the Kings and. ‘Emperors of Rome is punted m a larger 
Roman Type than the rest of the table ; — as, 

I I. Tiberius Emperor of Panne. 

The Scries of the Popes is distinguisbabU' by this cha- 
racter, prefixed to each name;— as, 

1513. H Pope Leo X. 

That of the Sultans of tlie Ottoman Empire, l>> a ^ 
prefixed to the name. 

The names of the Emperor^ of Germany me pmUeil in 
Roman Capitals ; — a^, 

S87. Aknold Empmur ot (jLiiHeUix 

F r 1 
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The Kings of England are marked by the Black Saxon 
Type ; — as, 

106G. (the Conqueror) King of England. 

The Kings of Scotland, by a larger Capital beginryng 
the word; — as, 

1390- R ouert III. King of Scotland. 

And the Kings of France are distinguished by the Italic 
'I ype ; — as, 

II'OS. Levois XI L King of France. 

By this method the Succession of the Sovereigns in the 
diflerent Kingdoms is immediately distinguishable to the 
eye, as well as the Duratioi^ of their Reigns, while the in- 
tervening space is filled by the Remarkable Events that 
occurred in that period all over the world ; and thus the 
connection of General History is preserved unbroken. A 
marginal Column is added of Illustrious Rersons, which 
being appropriated chiefly to men of Learning and Genius, 
presents to the Reader a View of the Progress of Science, 
and affords an easy means of forming an estimate of the 
Literary Character of any particular Age in the History of 
Mankind. 
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1 IVr /x/orc 
Christ 


J/iucinoucL rj.jTif 

K)04 

The Creation of the World, accordiin^^ to the 

' ^ 


Hebrew text of the Scri|)tiires. 

According to the version of the 8eptuagint,5S72. 
According to the Samaritan version, 


234hS 

'fhe universal Deluge. 


2247 

The building of Babel. — The Dispersion of Wmi- 
kind, and the Confusion of Languages. 


2227 

Ninus King of Assyria began to reign. 


‘2^17 

Nimrod supposed to have built Babylon, and 
founded the Babylonish Monarchy ; and Assur 
to have built Nineveh, and founded the Monarchy 
of Assyria. > 


2188 

Menes (in Scripture Misraim) founds the Mo- 



narchy of Egypt. 


208i 

The Shepherd Kings conquer Egypt. 


2075 

Semiramis Queen oi Assyria. 


2040 

Mccris King of Thebes and Memphis in E^gvpt. 


1996 

The birth of Abram; 


1 1912 

Chedarlaomcr subdues several of the Kings in 
Judea. 

1 

1897 

Sodom and (Jomorrah destroyed by fire from 
Heaven. 


1895 

Isaaii born.* 


1856 

Inachub founds the Kingdom of Argos in Greece. ] 


1 1836 

Jacob and Esau born. ' 


1825 

The Shepherd Kings abandon Egypt. 


1823 

Death of Abraham. 


1796 

The Deluge of Ogyges in Attica. 


1650 

Sesostris or Rameses King of Egypt. 


1635 

Joseph dies in Egypt. i 

AiI.a^, /ff/rnn('77E and 
Promcthciib hu brother. 

1582 

The Chronology of the Arundelian Marbles begins 
with this year. 

1571 

Moses born in Egypt. 


1556 

Cecrops founds tne Kingdom oi Athens. i 


1546 

Scamander founds the Kingdom of Troy. | 


1 1532 

Judgment of the Areopagus between Mars and 


! 

Neptune, two Princes ot Thessaly. 
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Chngt. 


lUuitnous Pcnom 


j 

I 


688 

68-t 

681 


672 

670 

667 

660 

658 


640 

637 

636 


624 

620 

616 

606 

601 


Judith kills Holofernes the Assyrian General. * 
Annual Archons elected at Athens. 

Esarhaddon unites the Kingdoms of Babylon and 
Assyria. 

TulluS Hostllius, third King of Rome. 
Psammeticus King of Egypt. 

The combat between the Horatii and Curiatii. 
XXXth Olympiad. 

Byzantium fpunded by Pausanias King of Sparta. 
Phraortes King of Media. 

Ancus Martius, fourth Sing of Rome. 

The forty years of Ezekiel began. 

Periander Tyrant of Corinth. 

Nabopolasser, father of Nebuchadnezzar, begins 
to reign at Babylon. 

Draco, Archon and Legislator of Athens. 

XLth Olympiad. 

Tarquinius Priscus, fifth King of Rome. 
Nebuchadnezzar takes Jerusalem, and carries the 
Jews into captivity. 

Battle between the Medes and Lydians, who are] 
separated by a great eclipse of the sun, predicted 
by Thales. (Newton Chron. 585.) 

End of the Assyrian Empire. — Nineveh taken by 


Archiloclius, Poet. 
T^Ttyeus, Poet, 


Terptmclcr,y7. 
\lcinan, /V. 

Stcsichorus,_y?. 


Arion, 'MusmaUjJl. 


G12 Pittaclius of Mit}- 
lenc. i 

— Bias of Pyrene, 
AIccTUS, Poct,f. , ' 

\ Sapi)ho, Pi>ctcss,f. \ 


600 

599 

594 

591 

580 

578 

572 

571 

562 


551 

5S0 

548 

540 

538 


Nebuchadnezzar. < 

Jeremiah prophesied. 

Birth of Cyrus the Great. 

Solon, Archon and Legislator of Athens. 

Pythian Games established at Delphi. 

Lth Olympiad. 

Sorvius Tullius, sixth King of Rome. 
Nebuchadnezzar subdues Egypt. 

Phalaris Tyrant of Agrigentum. 

Comedies first exhibited at Athens by Susarion 
and Dolon. 

Croesus reigns in Lydia. 

Confucius, the Chinese Philosopher, born. 
Pisistratus Tyrant of Athens. 

The ancient Temple of Delphos burnt by the Pisis- 
tratidae. 

LXth Olympiad. 

Babylon taken by Cyrus. — End of the Babylonian 
Empire. 


596 Epiinenides of Cutc-j 

590 Meninermus, Po.J i 
Jeremiah, Prophet, ub. [ 
.Esop, Fab. ' 


562 Cadmus of MiVius. 

Hist.Ji. k 

— Pherecydes of S\cios, 
Phil.Ji. ' 

558 Solon, ob. 

556 Chilo of Lacetla;-, 
mon. 

554 Anacharsis, of 
thia. 

552 Ibycus, Puct^ft 
548 Thales, Phil. oh. j 
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Yrs. Ix’foie 

Christ 

J/lustrhius PiTioiis 

5vS6 Cyrus ascends the throne of Persia. — He puts an 

54S fheoL^iiis, FoctjJi. . 

end to the Jewish captivity, wliich had lasted 

— Stcsicliorus, PoctjJi. 

seventy years. 

a n AiiaximandtT, oh. 

!)S5 Tragedies first acted at Athens by Thespis. 

— Phocvliilos, Poct.fl. 

Tarqiiinius Superbus, seventh King of Rome. 

— SiiMirion ami Dolon, 

Daniel prophesied. 

.11 (> Or[)heus,^. 

f)29 Death of Cyr^is the Great. — Canibyscs King ol 

■ 1 1 Cion, Poct^Ji. 

Persia. 

Xenophanes ot Colo 

Death of Pisistratus Tyrant of Athens. 

phon. 

522 Darius, son of Hystaspes, King ol‘ Persia. 

Thespis, Tragedian, Ji. 

520 The Jews begin to build the second Temple, which 

\nacreon, Poctyjl. 

is finished in four years. 

S(._\ la\, Ueeg. 

510 The Pisistratidac expelled from Athens, and the 

Diogenes, Vhil. horn. 

Democracy restored. 

sin /ol oaslcr,y/. 

— Ihiegai, Prophet. 

^ 1 li ( Inoiiiaeritus, Po-Ji- 

509 The Tarquins expelled from Rome, the Regal 

government abolished, and the Consular e^s- 

Heiadiliis, Phd.Ji. 

tablished. 

508 I'he first alliance between tlic Romans and Car- 

( Icelliis kui'aniis,y/. 

thaginians. 

(ieorgias, Soph.Ji. 

50 r Sardis taken and burnt by the Athehians. 

Epichiiiniiis, Poeijl. 

, 500 LXXth Olympiad. _ | 

498 The first Dictator created at Rome (Lartius). 

Anaxiiiieiies, Phd. oh. 

lb thagoKis, oh. 

497 Institution of the Safiirnaha at Rome. 


498 The port of Ihrmus built by the Atheman.s. 

The.ino, Phd.Ji. 

490 The Ikittlc of Marat^ion, in wdiich Milliades defeats 

the Persians. 

SmionKles, 7^Jt 

The first tribunes of the people created at Rome. 

488 Statues erected at Athens to Ilariiiodius and 
Aristogiton* 

486 Miltiades dies in prison. 

|('oniina, Voeiyji. 

Xerxes succeeds lii^ father Danu.s m the kingdom 

of Persia. 

485 Coriolanus banished from Rome. 

483 Quaestors instituted at Rome. 

* Aristides banished from Athens by tlic Ostrueivin 
480 The Spartans, under Leonidas, cut to piece^ at 
Thermopylae. 

Naval victory gained by the Greeks o\er the lt- 


sians at Sal am is. .at i 

479 Attica laid waste, and Athens burnt, by iNlardomus. 

'( 'onliii .m, i'hincLC Phd. 

A 

Victories over the PerMuns at ldatcX*a and Mycale. 

1 '.V , 

1 

1 Xerxes leaves Greece. 


477 300 Fabii killed by the Veicntes 

1 476 Theinistocles rebuilds Athens. , 

Valerius triumphs over the Veientes and ^ a mies. 

1 
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476 


471 


470 


469 

464 


463 

462 

460 

456 


455 

454 

453 


The Roman citizens numbered at 103,000. 

A great eruption of ^tna. 

Hiero King of Syracuse. 

Volero, the Roman Tribune, obtains a law for the 
election of Magistrates in the comitia held by 
tribes. 

Cimon, son of Miltiades, defeats the Persian army 
and fleet in one day, at the mouth of the river 
Eurymcdon. 

Capua founded by the Tuscans. 

Artaxerxes (Longimanus) King of Persia. 

Cimon banished by the Ostracism. 

Egypt revolts from the Persians. 

The Terentian law proposed at Rome. 

LXXXtli Olympiad. 

Cincinnatus Dictator at Rome. 

The Ludi Sccculares first instituted at Rome. 

Commencement of the Seventy Prophetical W eeks 
of Daniel. 

The Romans send to Athen# for Solon’s laws. 

The number of the Tribunes of the People at 


452 

451 

449 

448 


Rome increased from flve to ten. 

The two books of Chronicles supposed to have 
been written at this time by Ezra. 

Creation of the Decemviri at Rome, and Compil- 
ation of the Laws of the Twelve Tables, 

Peace between the Greeks and Persians concluded 
by Cimon, glorious for Greece. 

The first Sacred War, concerning the Temple of 


IUmttwus Pfri>on\ 


Zeno, the eliler, TItil j 

Esclras, Prophcl. 

lin, <yb. 
Deiiioentus, PM.Ji. 


Aristarelnis, Cnl.JI. 
Leucippus, PhiJ Jl> 
Cratinus, Com.Jf. 

BachyliJcs, Pod^fi. 

Charon ol Lainpsiici 
the lli^loridiu 


445 


437 

436 

432 

431 

430 


1 Delphi. P , ta 

Death of Virginia, and abolition ot the Decern 

virate. 

The Law of Canulcius for the intermarriage o 
the Patricians and Plebeians at Rome. 

Military Tribunes created. 

The Censorship first instituted at Rome. 

Pericles in high power at Athens. 

Meton’s nineteen years’ Cycle of the moon. 

The Peloponnesian war begins, which lasted 
twenty-seven years. . 

The history of the Old Testament ends about thisj 

Great Plague at Athens, eloquently described by 
Thucydides. 

Malachi the last of the Prophets. 


if] 444 Herodotus, Hid .A 


[Empedocles, FInl.f- 
— Parmenides, Pbd A' 
435 Pindar, ob, 

432 Phidias, Sc. oh. 
[Enpolis, Coni. fi. 
Aristippus, Phl.f- 
Arrtisthenes, Phil.f- 
iVgathon, Poit.JL 
Anaxagora‘=, Pbii. t ' 
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U^fou' 
: Christ 


4'l^S 

4^20 

44 8 

41 f 
413 

412 

40.5 

404 

403 

401 


307 

.390 

391 

387 

38.5 

382 

380 


% 371 

364 

-• 363 

362 

361 

I -'>58 


Death of l^e rides. 

Darius Nolhus King of Persia. 

XCth Olympiad. 

Disturbances at Rome on account of the Agra- 
rian Law. 

The Athenians defeated before Syracuse. 

Alcibiadcs, accused at Athens, Hies to the Lace- 
daemonians. 

A council of 400 governs Athens. 

Lysandcr defeats tlie Atlii-nians at A'.gos Potamos. 

Artaxerxes TI. (Mnemon) King ol l^ersia. 

End of the Peloponnesian war. 

Lysandcr takes Athens.— Government of the 
Thirty Tyrants. 

The Younger Cyrus son of Darius Nothus de- 
feated by his brother Artaxerxe.s, and killed. 

Retreat of the Ten Thousand Greeks. 

lYrsecution and Death ot Socrates. 

Thrasybulus dri\es out the 1 Inrty Tyrants, and 
delivers Atluais. • 

A Lectislerniuni celebrated at Rome lor the lirst 
time. 

The Lake of Alba drained by the Romans. 

Syracuse unsuccessfully besi(‘ged by the Cartha- 
ginians. 

Marcus Imnus Canlillus Dictator at Ronu'. Veil 


Lascii. 

Dishonourable ])cace of Antalcidas between the 
Spartans and Persians. 

Rome taken by the Gauls under Bremuis. 
Phachidas, the 8partan, seizes the citadel ot 

Pelopidas and Epaminondas deliver Thebes from 
the Lacedemonians. 

Cth Olympiad. , , t i 

Battle of Leoctra, in which tlic Laccdaaiiomani, 
arc defeated by thcThebaiis under Itpainmoiidas. 
Pelopidas defeats the Tyrant of Pherica, but is 

killed in battle. , . , t r 

Battle of Maiitinea, in which Epaminondas . 


idled. ' . , T- . n 

rtiuB leaps into a gulf in the I'oruni at Iloine, 
xiusOchus (or Artaxerxe_s III.) King of Persia 

(According to 13lair, v;5S.) 

ir of. the Allies against Athens. 


KiiiK Fc> Hint 


-i ] .b Mf't^oii, and 

Ail rail, ji. 


( h)r'_;i.is, i 

i '.11 1 linsiiis ol’ Ibphcsii'i, 

rill, ill I . 

I( i7 Ihii ijiidcs, o!>. 

i<l(i SAdjiiuK'li's, oh 

\'v\i -It'S Uiiliu-.Ttnbic 

(\iii‘-,// — Eiuliil, rhu. 

Pmli.f, Vhd.jl. 


\ii hvtiis of Tiircnluni. 

i'i7 \cii\(s, Piunl.f. 
r.iU' '. oh 

I ),iiiiou iiiiil Pi I line, 
'riiiit \ (li'lt'x, ]iiU oh 
kliiloxcnns, Vorl.jl, 

7'»S '\i IstnpliaiK'^, <'/> 

( ’tl'Mil'^, Hid. oh 


,578 Lysias, Or. oh. 

'riiiiceie, Phi! JL 

Anliphanes, Com.f. 
Pelopulcis, oh. 

Di'ni'u rini-., Ahd. oh 
zc\ lllpi>')rrumb,('/>. 

7 5<t XriiuiiluMU HlsL oh. 
1 riiC'OpoiiMJtiS, HtU.Ji. 
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Yrt.hcforc 

Christ 

8.58 

357 

356 


350 

348 

347 

346 

343 


340 

338 

337 

336 

335 

334 

333 

332 

331 

330 

328 


Illustrious Persons 


Philip of Macedon takes Amphipolis, Pydna, and 
Potidea. 

Dion overcomes the party of Dionysius at Syra- 
cuse. 

Alexander the Great born at Pella in Macedonia. 
The Temple of Diana at Ephesus burnt by Ero- 


stratus. 

The Phocian or 2d Sacred War begins in Greece. 

Philip conquers the Thracians, Paeonlans, and Illy-| 
rians. 

Darius Ochus subdues Egypt. 

Philip of Macedon takes Olynthus. 

End of the Sacred War. 

[Dionysius restored at Syracuse, after an exile| 
of ten years. 

Philip admitted a Member of the Amphictyonic 
Council. 

Syracuse taken by Timolcon, and Dionysius the 
Tyrant finally banished. 

[The war between the Romans and Samnites, which 
led to the conquest of all Italy. 

eXth Olympiad. 

The Carthaginians defeated near Agrigentum. 

P. Decius devotes himself to his country. 

Battle of Cheronaea gained by Philip over the' 
Athenians and Thebans. 

Philip chosen Generalissimo of the Greeks. i 

Philip murdered by Pausanias. 

Alexander the Great King of Macedon. 

Alexander the Great destroys Thebes. 

Darius III. (Codomanus) King of Persia. 

Alexander chosen Generalissimo by the States oi 
Greece. 

Alexander defeats the Persians on the banks of| 
the Granicus. 

The Persians defeated by Alexander at Issus. 

Alexander conquers Egypt and takes Tyre. 

Darius defeated by Alexander at Arbela. 

Darius Codomanus killed. — End of the Persian 
empire. 

Alexander takes possession of Susa, and sets fire 
to the palace oi Persepolis. 

Alexander passes into India, defeats Porus, foundsj 
several cities, penetrates to the Ganges. 


Plato, oh. 


Isocrates, Or. oh. 


jParrhasiiis, Paml.fl. 
Aristides, Painl. /. 
f]Timanthe9, Paint j( 

Apelles, Paint, f. 


352 Eudoxus, Asiron 
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The voyage of Ncarchus from the Indus to the yr. //. 

Euphrates. (fx'hiiir., Oxit.jl. 

Papirius Cursor, Dictator at Home, triumphs over Oncbiii.UL's Jhst // 
the Sauinites. • iMuIenias, MaUi.j!. 

Alexander tlie Great dies at Babylon, at the age Diegcncs, Vhd. oh. 
of thirty-three. 

The Samnitcs make the Roman army pass under -.,0 Deniost. Or. Ov. 

the yoke at* Caudium. \r)siolle, oh. 

Ptolemy carries 100,000 Jews captives into Eg}'pt. McnaniliT, Lom.f. 
Agathocles Tyrant ol' Syracuse. PlnlcMiion, 

iEra of the Seleucidm. ’ 

Ciessander, Lysimachus, and Ptolemy, conclude * 0^ 
a j)cacc with Antigonus. 

Demetrius beseiges lUiodes. 

Demetrius restores the Greek cities to their 'oo Diphilns Chi//./, 
liberty. 

Battle oY Ipsus in Phrygia, in whieli Antigoiuis is _ PosilijpiH Com.Jl. 
defeated and slam. 

Fabius IMaxinius and Valerius Corvus Dictators. 

Seleucus founds Antioch, Edessa, apd Laodieea. Arccdla., Math.Jl 

eXXth Olympiad. r r, if// // 

Athens taken by Demetrius Ikihoicetes. i-mdul, Maih.Ji. ^ 

' Seleucus resigns his wife Stratonice to his son j.ia Mciiamkr, rod,oh 

Antiochus. I c j 

; Law of Ilortcnsiiis, bv which the decrees ol the jss I jaxiielm, .V. <>/>. 
peoide were allf\wed the same force as those oi P' .'h 

; The astronomical <Tra ot Dionysius of Alexandria. 0//, 

b Ptolemy Phi4idelphus King of Egypt. ( MHiukc hus, 7hr/,/. 

J The Library of Alexandria tounded. 'j’lHocnnis, /^W,/. 

1 Coijnnencement oi the Achcan league. % 7//.^/.//. 

) Pyrrhus invades Italy. Lycoplnon, / 

- Antiochus Soter King of Syiia. Amtu., iV/, /. 

7 The translation of the Septuagmt made by the or- 
der of Ptolemy Philadelohus.- (Playfair, 

— Antigonus Gonatas reigned in Macedon thirty-six 

5 PjK unsuccessful against the Carthaginians in 
4 PySs’, totally defeated by the Romans near 

Beneventuni,. evacuates Italy. Polmin W.V o/.. 

2 The Samnitcs finally subdued ,kT“g'inK'. ^0 Kpinin.’s PX. ,J>. 

:6 Silver money is coined at R‘*tnc or ^ [ji;r„Mis, Ilnt. fl. 

i5 The citizens of Rome numbered at 2. 
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Yf-S h'foic 
('hri'il 




The first Punic war begins — The Chronicle of 


260 


' 255 

2^3 

251 

250 

24-1 

240 

235 


228 

22.5 

220 

219 

218 

217 


216 


Paros composed. 

Provincial Quaestors instituted at Home. 

CXXXth Olympiad. 

First naval victory obtained over the Carthagi- 
nians by the Romans under the ('onsul Duilius. 
Regulus defeated and taken prisoner by the Car- 
thaginians under Xantippus. 

Manasseh chosen High Piie^t of the Jews. 

Great victory of Metellus over Asdrubal. 

The Romans besiege Lilybieum, — are defeated by 
Hamilcar. 

End of the first Punic War. 

Attalus King of Pergamus succee ds liumcnes. 
Comedies arc first acted at Rome. 

The Temple of Janus shut for the first time since 
the reign of Numa. 

Hamilcar killed in Spain. 

Great victory of the Romans over the Gauls. 
CXLth Olympiad. o 

Hannibal takes Suguntum. 

The second Punic War begins. 

Hannibal defeats the Romans under Plaminius. 
Fabius IMaximus Dictator. 

Battle of Cannse, in which the Romans arc totally 


212 


defeated by Hannibal. 

Philip II. of Macedon defeats the 2Etolians. 
Marccllus takes Syracuse after a siege of two 


211 

210 

206 

203 


201 

200 

197 

196 

190 

183 

180 


years. 

Capua surrenders to the Romans. 

Antiochus the Great conquers Judaea. 

Asdrubal vanquished in Spain by the Scipios. 
Publius Scipio sent into Spaiigtakes New Cartilage. 
Philopoemen Praetor of the Achaeans 
The Carthaginians recall Hannibal to Africa. 
Sophonisba poisoned by Massinissa. 

Syphax led in triumph to Rome by P. Scipio. 

The first Macedonian war begins. 

Philip defeated by the Romans at Cynocephale. 
The battle of Zama, and end of the second Punic 
War. 

The Romans enter Asia and defeat Antigonus at 
Magnesia. 

The elder Cato Censor at Rome. 

CLth Olympiad. 


Jllusfi tails VirsoTis 

‘Zeno, the \ounger, 
Phtl. oh. 

Cleanthes, Sto. Phil, jl 

201 Manptho, Hist. J! 

- 'j'j Zoilus, Cnt. 
Conon. Astron. Jl. 

A rat us of Sic}on, //. 

2 1 7 .Jesus son of Slriu h 
24A Calliniacluis, Po.JI. 

Liv. AndroiUL us, J\k // 
Apollonius, Alatli. Jl 


Fabius Pic tor, Hist. Ji 
22 (; Eratosthenes, Hn' 
.// , 

225 ( 'lirvsip[nis, Phil Jl. 
ArLluigatlms, 1 st Pbjsi 
eian at Rurne. 


Arehiijiecles, Alnlh. ah 


Evander, Phll.Ji. 


203 Nsevius, Poet^ ohv 


194 Apollonius RkoJ- 
Po.fi. 

185 Philopoemen, oA 
184 Plautus, Poe^^ 
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lol 


Vrv iH'fore 
Oirat 


173 

172 

170 


War between the Romans and Perseus King of 
Macedon. 

Antioclius defeats the Generals of Ptolemy in 
Egypt. 

Antioclius Epiphanes takes and plunders Jeru- 


• saleni. 

169 Terence’s comedies |)crlornU‘d at Rome. 

167 Perseus defeated by Paulns TEimlius, and brought 
prisoner to Rome. End ot the Kingdom ol 
Macedon. 


166 

164 

119 

147 

146 


140 

137 


Judas iMaccabeus drives the Syriansout of Juda.“i 
The Roman citizens nnnibeia'd at 327,03>2. 

4Rc tliird Punic W ar begins. 

Mctellus defeats the Ach.Tan.s. 

Corinth taken by the Consul Mummius. 

Carthage taken and destroyed by the Romans. 
CLXth Olympiad. 

The Romans shamefully defeated by llie Nunian- 


135 

^ 133 


tines. 

The history of the Apocrypha ends* | 

Antioclius besieges Jerusalem. 

Tiberius Gracehus put to death. 

Numantia taken. — Pergamus becomes a Roman 


121 

113 


province. 

Cams Crracchus killed. 

Carbo the Consul -drives the Cimbri and '1 eutone.N 



111 

108 

103 

102 

100 

91 

90 

*89 

88 

86 

83 

82 

80 

79 

78 

77 


out of' Italy. 

"he Jugurthmc War begins, 
larius defeats Jugurtha. 
ugurtha starved to death at Rome. 

Jafius defeats the Teutone^ and Cimbri. 

:LXXth Olympiad. 

riie Whir of the Allies against the Romans. 

Jylla defeats the IMarsi, Peligni, Samnites, ^c. 
fhe Mitbridatic War begins. , 

:ivil War between Marius and Sylla. — Sylla 
takes possession of Rome, 
ilithridates King of Tontus defeated by bylla. 
5 vlla defeats Norbanus. — The Capitol burned. 
5ylla perpetual Dictator. - His horrible prosenp 


tion. 

Julius Cssar makes his first campaign. 
Cicero’s first oration for Roscius. 

Sylla resigns all power, — and dies. 
The War of Sertorius. 

C G 2 


lllitsi) toui Pi'Tsom 


1 SO Bioii, Poft^ jl. 

— Mit.H'liiis, l\)ci,jL 


1 (I'l iMiniiis, Pet'/, 


( 'ivcilius, Poct^ oh. 

1 j'l J’ci'cncL', Pik /, oh. 

1 5d Viisiiirchub, (ir. oh. 

— 1 Iipjiin ( Inis, ]^h\L jl‘ 
157 M Purtius ('lUn, 

t h (it. niitl Huif. 

157 PIiili) 15yziitiL.y?. 

] ']() (hitolaiis, Phil. oh. 
1,5LJ A(’( in^, Tr. P. oh. 

15 I I'acuvius, Tr. J\ uh- 

— C\ Pist), Ihst.Ji. 

1 ‘j.s C.u'iu PfnLob. 

1 ]V)I) liiiis 

I )5 ApolIoJorus, 0>. oh 


LiktIhI'', Port^ oh 
lol ScM. Tnrpiliii-., 
Puin. oh 

— L. Al’ruiiiu^ i'om.f. 
Meiantlci PolpnA- 

s4 Cinnn, oh. 


7^6 (' Sltcnnn, 
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5>,s: b<'J('U'' 
Chrtd 


luminous Prrsons. 

72 

^ucullus repeatedly defeats Mithridates, and re- 
duces Pontiis to a Roman province. 

73 Sertoriub, ob. 

70 

Crassus and Pompey chosen Consuls at Rome. 

rercntiLib Varro, /?. 

63 

Victories oF Pompey. — He takc^ Jerusalem, and 

lortensius, Oral. //. 


restores Hyreanus to the f^overnment of Judma. 

r. Ponip/Atti(.us,y7. 

62 

Catiline’s eon.spiracy quelled at Rome l)y Cicero. 

Abiiiius Pollio,y/. 

61 

Pompey enters Rome in triumph. 

60 

CLXXXth Olympiad. 


59 

The first Triumvirate: Pompey, Crassus, and Caesar. 

uo C. Dec. Labcriiis^ 


CcTsar j)roposes a new Agrarian law. 

Miin.JI. 

58 

Clodius the Tribune procures the banishment of 
Cicero. 


57 

Caesar defeats Ariovistus in Gaul. 



Cicero brought back from exile with high lionour. 


55 

Caesar lands in Britain for a short campaign. 

Liicrcliiis, Pori, f'A 

54 

invades Britain a second time, and conquers 

a part of the country. 


53 

Crassus killed in Mesopotamia. 


52 

Milo defended by Cicero for the slaughter of 
Clodius. • 

'] Bobsidonius, ob. 

49 

Caesar passes the Rubicon, and marches to Rome. 

M) Trogus Poiupciiib, // 

49 

Commencement of the aera of Antioch, October 
A.C.49. 


48 

Battle of Pharsalia, in which Pompey is defeated. 




Pompey slain in Egypt. 




The Alexandrian Library of 400,000 vols. burnt. 


46 

Cato besieged in Utica, lulls himsell'. 

‘U> Alex. Polyhistor.J/ 

45 

The Kalendar reformed by Julius Caesar, by intro- 

— Sosigenes of Alexaii 


ducing the Solar Year instead of the Lunar. The 
first Julian year began 1st January, 45 A. C. 

' dria, 

44 

Julius Caesar killed in the Senate-house. 

4-1 Julius CJ'sar, ob. 


Octavius, grandnephew and heir of Julius Caesar, 

Diodorus Siculus, /fa/ 


comes to Rome, and is opposed at first by 

/• 


Antony. 


43 

Second Triumvirate: Octavius, Mark Antony, 
and Lepidus, 

M. T. Cicero, ob 

42 

Battle of Philippi, in which Brutus and Cassius 
are defeated. 

A. Hirtius, IR^I. 

40 

Herod marries Mariamne, daughter of Hyreanus, 

40 Catullus, Pori, ob. 


and obtains from the Romans the government 
of Judica. 

M. Junius Brutus,/. 

34 

Antony divides Armenia among the children of 

35 Sallustius, IlisI- oh. 


Cleopatra. 

33 

Mauritania reduced into a Roman province. 

Pub.Syrus, Poei, /- 
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) 1 <; lu'forf 
Chnst 




War declared by the Senate against Antony and 

Miiniliiu, fi. 


Cleopatra. 

3,1 Diu^i tiiulcN, oil. 

31 

Battle of Actium ajul end of the Roman Common- 

Corn. Giilliis Poe/, fi. 


wealth. 

Mrss.ihi ( i)i'\ mil., ]lL\t. 


Octavius Emperor of Rome. 

f- 

30 

Death of Mark Antony and Cleoj)atra. — Ah'xaii- 

‘Ji. Tel eiitun \ arm, ih. 


dria taken* by Octavius. 

27 

Octavius receives tlie title oi Augustin. 

\ *i Opel tiii>, Voi t, jl 

23 

Death of Maid llns. — Agrijipa in IMii^leiie. 

7 ( 'orn.Ncjio^', lliii, cA. 

20 

CXCth 01\mj)i.i(L 

1 0 \ ii'enliii. Maro, oh. 

— 

Porus King ot'Iiulia semis an kmbassv to Augustin. 


17 

Augustus revives the secular i^ames. 

M. \ iti ii\ iin, Pollio, 

13 

The Rh.Tti and \Huleliei delealed by Drusus. 

\uh //. 

10 

The Teiujile of Janus shut by Augustin foi a short 
time. 

I J i\k \ . \^^ri[;[):i, oil, 

(iiat Eali'Ciu, ySf /,/, 

8 

Auymstus collects an eirorol' tlie Komaii Kaleu-I 

1 luratiie !' l.n un, oh. 


(lar. 1 




Death of .Mecaenas. j 

M Si o, u)la, h / 

3 

Augustus ordains a census of alltl^e people in liie 

1 \ t'l r’lis I' Kiceiis, UV, /7. 

j 1) 

Roman cm})ir(.‘. 

\’. Dam 1 -( cmn, //. 

1- 

JESUS CHRIST is born lour years before the 

[aibi 0 , ( ',i|)iio, i iuji. 


comineneement ot the v ulgar a'ra. 

IIUMMIO, Mllh fi. 

9 

The Roman legions, under \'arus, cut to pieee'- in 
Oerniany. 

Ovid the Poet havKshed to Tomos. 

\iin.i i'> Si nei a, ( h'. fl, 

1 I’lia ill ii\ i‘o< i. Ji. 

'i Dime nil 1 lat. Iltsf. fi. 

1 itlU ho MU, oh 

11 

rilicnus Einjieror ol' Rome. 


19 

(icrmanicus dies at Antioch. 

r, t )v iiluo, /Sif / , oA 

— 

Tiberius baru^-bes theJewsiiom Romiu 

'IMiirhi- Pod, oh 

21 

CCth Olympiad. 

,7 ('rioH, Mod fi 

23 

CGIst 01ym[)iad. 

_’7 V alei Ml. Miix. //. 

23 

Here the Olympiads end. 

1 7 Strabo, (x(" oh 

26 

John the Bajitist preaches in judrea tlie coming ol 


the Messiah. 

\’eil<-!in P.ilei uiIiLs, Uk 

•27 

Tiberius retires to the island of Caprem. 


Pilate made Governor of Judoca. 

I'J joliii [Ik UajitiM, oh, 

— Colaiiiella,/. 

31 

Sejanus disgraced, and put to death by Tiberiu.. 

33 

St. Peter first Pope. 


JESUS CHRIST is erueilied. 

\|mm, fi> Ol lotanoo. 

ae, I'l'iie-tella, Ilnt.jf. 

“’y Jsi()(!ortiA f j { D // « 

33 

The Conversion of St. Paul. - 

37 

Caligula Emperor of Rome. 

Jdiilo .lml,ru',y/. 

39 

40 

St. Matthew writes bis Gospel. 

The name of Christians firLt given to the disciple. 


of Christ at Antioch. 


41 

Claudius Emperor ot Rome, 
t. G 3 
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A. D. 


41 I 

42 

43 
•44 

45 

47 

,48 

50 

51 

54 

55 

59 

60 
61 

64 


65 


67 


Illustrious Persom. 


Herod persecutes the Christians, and imprisons 
Peter. 

Sergius Paulus, proconsul, cohverted by St. Paul. 
Expedition of Claudius into Britain. 

St. Mark writes his Gospel. 
jVespasian in Britain. 

The Ludi Stscularcs performed at Rome. 

Messalina put to death by Claudius, who marries| 
Agrippina, the mother of Nero. 

St. Paul preaches m the Areopagus at Athens. 
iCaracUicus the British King is carried prisoner| 
to Rome. 

Nero Emperor of Rome. 

Britannicus poisoned by Nero. 

Nero puts to death his mother Agri[)[)ina. 
Suetonius Paulinus defeats the Britons. 

The Britons under Queen Boadicea defeat the 
Romans. 

[The first Persecution of the Christians raised by' 
Nero. 

Rome set on fire by Nero. 

Seneca and Lucan put to death. 

Barcas Soranus and Thracea Pmtus jiut to death 
by Nero. 

^ Pope Linus? 

Massacre of the .Tews by Florus, at Ctcsarca, 
Ptolcmais,and Alexandria. 

St. Peter and St. Paul put to death. 

Josephus the Jewish historian, governor of Galilee, 
^ Pope St. Clement? 

Galbtl Emperor of Rome. 

Otho Emperor of Rome. 

ViteUius Emperor of Rome. 

Vespasian Emperor of Rome. 

|jeru8alem taken and destroyed by JJtus. 

^ Pope St. Cletus? 

A great pestilence at Rome, 10,000 dying in one 
day. 

[Titus Emperor of Rome. 

Herculaneum and Pompeii destroyed by an erup- 
tion of Vesuvius. 

80 Conquests of Agricola in Britain. 

81 Domitian Emperor of Rome. 


68 

69 

■70 

77 

78 

79 


42 Asinius Pollio,/. 


45 Pomp. Mela, Gcu.f. 


50 Arctmiis Cajip. oh. 


56 Cornutus, PhiLfl. 
Apollonius Tyanensis,/. 
C,)uint. (\irtius, Ihst.Ji. 
00 Portius Latro,y/. 

()2 Persius, Sat. ub. 

(M Asc. Pedianus,,/?. 


65 Luc. An. J?cncca 
Phil. ob. 

— An. Lucauus, Pn. ob. 

66 Petronius Arb. oh. 
Dioscuridcs, bMcd.Ji. 


74 Silius Italicus, P‘^d 
oh. 

Clemens Romanus,/- 


C. PliniusSecuiuliis, 
IPist. ob. 

Floras, Hist, f- 


CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 




A.J), 


S3 

S3 

S 9 

95 


9(j 

98 

100 

103 

107 

lOS 

lit 

115 

117 

ns 


^ Pope Anacletus ? 

(japitoline (ranics instituted by Doniitian. 
Apollonius of Tyauea defends liimself before Do- 
initian against an accusation of treiuson. 
Dreadful persecutions of the Christians at Koine. 

and in the provinces. 

St.John writes Ins Apocalypse, 
writes his Gospel. 


PJO 

\Ti 

131 

13‘J 

135 

137 

13S 

139 


14^2 

150 

154 

161 


Nerva Emperor of Uonie. 

^ Pope Evaristus? 

Irtljatl Emperor of Rome. 

Trajan forbids the Chrl^tial) A'i>embhe?. 

The Dacians subdued by Trajan. 

JVajan’s vietol'io^ in Asia. 
iSt. Ignatius devoured by wild bc'asts at Koine. 

^ Pope Alexander 1. 

4'ra|an’s (Alumn erected at Knme. 

The J«ws in Cyrcne murder 2CX),0-^() Greehs ami 
Komans. 

^ Pope Sixtus I. 

Adrian Emjieror of Koine. 

Persecution of the Chrlstian.^ nau'wed b} idiuin. 

but afterwards sijspended. 

Adrian’s wall builf across the island oi iniliUn. 

51 Pope Teles])hurus. 

Adrian visits Egypt and Syria. 

publi'shes his perpetual edict or code ol tln 


lllust) inns iso/f.f. 


S4 V ak'i HIS Klaeeuh, yv. 

f- 

oo Miirtwiln, o/x 
— Dio ( 1in sd'.tom, oh. 

.fosejTio, Ih'si A). 

05 Gumctillein, G’r. oh. 


Suitiiis, /'dtb oh. 
"^ulpitia, Pnt i, ji. 

i;* ( \*rii. Tiicitiis, IhU, 

,5. 

— broiiliiuisj oh. 

loo Idlll} > JuiiuT, f 


1 1 ; \pit l;o ( ’(fins, Jl 
i I " 1 ,. \ij Idoriis, ills!. 
/'• 


I I " Pint , 11 1 h, c/t 
( ' SlM tl.llh lli\l Jl, 


1 ‘11 
Id 
\iri 

n i< 


Jm ' mil, y'l '( /, oh. 

111. ( o lliix, oh. 

A 3 i i.iiMx, Jf. 

, Ihsf ,iml liitl. fl. 
1 mm Mauni'', Jl, 
MmUi, // 
r!d oh. 


laws. 

The Komau- destroyed 580,000 Jens in Judm.t 
Adiian rebuilds Jerusalem, by the name oi’ -Elia 
Ca}»itohna. 

51 Po[)e Hyglnus. 

Antoninus Pius Emperor of Rome. 

Lollius 111 bicus, Roman governor oi Kntam, puOiey 

his conquests to the Murray Erith. |j -> mn, lint. oo. 

The wall of Antoninus built between Eorth 

Clyde 'i;s \d.mm, y/o/.ry. 

51 Pope Plus!., ! \1. AiiT()niiin>, PhPfl 

51 Pope Anicctus. {i.iip u in , PhiL oh. 

Jubtin Mariyr iiubli.Piw liib Apology lui , Atti, u,, //. 


Christians. 


v_/iu . 1 T ■ 

Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, and Guciosj 
VeruS, Emperois ol Koine. 


155 \l !u iiaih, y/. 


(. o -I 
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162 

^ Pope Soter. 

. 167 

Polycarp and Pionices suffered martyrdom in Asia. 

169 

War with the Marcornanni. • 

171 

Death of Verus. Marcus Aurelius sole Emperor. 
^ Pope Eleutherius. 

177 

Persecution of the Christians at Lyons. 

180 

ConilTlodus Emperor of Rome. 

185 

^ Pope Victor L 

189 

lEe Saracens defeat the Romans. — This people 
for tlie first time mentioned in history. 

193. 

Pertinax Emperor of Rome — Didiits Juli- 
an US purchases the Empire. 
PesceuniusNigerdeclarcdEmpcrorintlu E.iM.i 
Scptiiuius SeverUS Emperor of Rome. 

19L 

Niger defeated by Severus, and put to death. 

195 

Byzantium besieged, surrenders to Severus. 

196 

197 

200 

AlbillLlS proclaimed Emperor in Britain. 

defeated by Severi^s, he kills himself. 

^ Pope Zephyrinus. 

202 

The fifth Persecution against the Christians, prin- 
cipally in Egypt. 

208 

The Scots converted to Christianity by the prc^ach- 
ing of Marcus and Dionysius. 

208 

Severus, with his sons Caracalla and Geta, in 
Britain. 

209 

The Caledonians repulsed, and a wall built betw'cen 
the rivers Forth and Clyde. 

211 

Caracalla and Gcta Emperors of Rome. 

212 

Caracalla murders Geta. 

217 

Caracalla put to death. 

Macrilius Emperor of Rome. 

. 

^ Pope Calixtus 1. 

218 

Heliogabalus Emperor of Rome. 

222 

Alexander Severus Emperor of Rome. 

— 

A tribute paid by the Romans to the Goths. 

€ Pope Urban I. 

226 

The Persians totally defeated by Alexander 
Severus. 

230 

^ Pope Pontianus. 

235 

^ Pope Anterus. 


Ithisirunts Persons. 


165 Paiisanias, Hul.nh, 
165 Polycarf), BUh. nh. 
1 167 Jubtiii, Hist. ft. 

170 Demetrius Plialc 
oh. 

Dio[jhanteb, Alath. Jt. 
fiiician, oh. 

180 Agathareiiles, Phi 

1 S6' Julius Pollux, 
llerodiariiis, Hist.f. 
Jamblielius, Pocl,Jl. 
(j'alcn, yVo/x. oh. 

Sextus Kiiipirieus, Jl. 
Ai. 

|Pl()liiius, PJn/.JI. 

[jiiliii:, Solinus,y/. 


196 Athenaais, oh. 
'rcTtullian, ob. 


‘JOL’ IrCIKL'US, oh. 

1 lei^esippus, HlsI. ft. 
Dioii\siiis Cato, Pocf.j 
Pliilostratiis,/'. 

20(i Clemens Alex. //- 
207 Mimiciiis Felix, // 
Papinianus, oh. 


213 Oppiai), Fuel, vh. 


220 Julius Africanii-S 
Hist. fl. 

Diogenes Laertius, c/- 
^lianus, Hist.fi. 

229 Dion Cassius, /- 
Ulpianus, fi. 

Julius Paulus, fi. 

L. Pomponius, fi. 
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J. D. 


• 

Ilhu'^t) \UtCS /V’L.WJWA, 


MaxiinillllS assassinates Alexander Severus, and 



is proclaimed Emperor oi“ Rome. 


236 

The sixth Persecution of the Christians. 

51 Pape Paliianus. 


237 

Maximinus defeats tlic Dacians and Sarmatians. 


238 

Maximus and Ijalbimis Emperors of Rome. 

( k'li^orinns, ft. 

242 

Gordian fimperor of Rome. 

Gordian defeats the IVrsians umler Sa[)or. 

Modestimis, Irfiis, ff 

J 17 Aiimioiiiuii, r/ul ji. 

244 

Phili]) tlie Arabian Emjieror of Rome. 

‘JJ7 lieroiliaii, 

248 

The Secular Games celelirated at Jtome. — Pom- 



pev’s Theatre huined. 

St.CAprian eleeteil Rishop oi‘Cartha^a\ 


21!i) 

Details Emperor of Ronu'. 


250 

4'lic seventh 1 Persecution ol' tlie Christians uiuU i 
Dec i us. 

5| Pope St. Cormdius. 


251 

\bbius \olusianus Em[)cior of Rome, 
(jilllus Emperor of Rome. '» 


252 

51 Pope Lucius 1. 


253 

The Gotlis, Rm "undiaiis, iS.e. make an irni[)tioii 



into Moe>ia and IPannonia. 


251 

Valerian US Em[)eror of Rome. ; 

51 Pope StejdienJ. ' 

d'he ei<;htli IPersecution of tlie Clirittian>. 

< )i o/} 

257 


— 

5] Pojie Sixtus 11. 

ejS t '\|il MI), ('/y 

259 

The IPersians ravage Syria. 

5 Pope Dionysius. 


260 

(/allienus Emperor of Rome. — JPeriod of tlie 



Thirty Tyrants. 

The Temple of Diana at lOjihcsiis hurned. 

1 

261 

Sapor, the Persian, takes Antiocli, 'i'arsus, and 


•» 

Csesarea. 


267 

The Heruh invade and ravage (ircecc. 


268 

Claudius II. Emperor of Rome. 

Xo\'i(i,Lmi /A 

269 

The Goths and Heruli, to the number of 320,060, 
defeated by Claudius. 

51 Pope Felix I. 

Atlali'liiM Mnlh.Ji 

J70 Elotllllh, Phil, 

270 

Aureliau Etnperor of Rome. 

271 

The Alemanni andMarcomanm ravage the Empire. 


272 

The ninth Persecution of the ( liriUian.s. 

D>nL mu f'/j. 

^AUiiik. Talue, Ait, Ji, 

273 

Zenobia Queen of Palmyra, dcleated by Am chan 
at Edessa. 
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274- ^Pope Eutychianus. 

275 Tacitus Emperor of Rome. 

276 Florianus Emperor of Rome. 

277 Probus Emperor of Rome. 

282 Cams Emperor of Rome defeats the Quadi and 

Sarmatians. 

Carinus — NumeriauilS Emperors of Rome. 

283 If Pope Caius. 

Fingal King of Morven died, 

284 Diocletian Emperor of Rome. 

286 Diocletian takbs Maximiaiius as his partner in 
the Empire. 

The Empire attacked by the northern nations. 

Carausius usurps the government of Britain, and 

reigns seven years. 

290 The Gregorian and Hermogenian Codes published. 
292 Partition of the Empire by Diocletian between two 
Emperors and two Caesars. ^ 

295 5f Pope Marcell in us. 

Alexandria in Egypt taken by Diocletian. 

300 

302 The tenth Persecution of the Christians. 

304 5f Pope Marcellus. 

Resignation of Diocletian and Maximian. 

Galcrius and Constantins Emperors of Rome. 

305 Maxiininus Emperor of Rome. 

306 Constantine the Great Emperor of Rome 

— stops the Persecution of the Christians. 

308 Four Emperors reigning. 

310 ^ Pope Eusebius. 

J Pope Melchiades. 

313 Edict of Milan published by Constantine — Chris- 

tianity tolerated through the empire. 

314 ^ Pope Sylvester. 

325 Constantine abolishes the combats of Gladiators. 

, Constantine assembles the first General Council at 
Nice, where the doctrines of Arius are con- 
demned. 

326 St. Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, introduces 

Monachisra in the Roman Empire. 

329 Constantine removes the 'seat of empire to Con- 
stantinople. 


lllnst)ious Per.su/is. 

PhuIus 8iiinosatenii8,y? 


27 G Moclestiis, yZ. 

1 2 80 Manes, Plal. i>b. 


Ncrncsianus, Poet^Jl. 
285 ArnoLnus,//. 

281 ^ Grc'^^ory lleniic 
genes, jY. 

291 Elias S[)artiaiiii 
fhst.f., 

Julius (Zapitoliiuis, Ilis 

fl- 

Viil. Gall lean us, IhsL.Ji 
'frebclliusPoUio, 

Elius Laui[)ridius, Hi.si 

ji- 


Hicrocles, J*or7, /?. 

"0.7 f'l. Vopiseus, Ilihi 

fi- 

Stc))h. Byzaiitinus, llm 
/■ ■ 

304 Porpbyi'V, oh. 
Alciphrou, lihct. jl. 


311 Lactantias, yZ. 

5 1 2 Ossian, Pod, Jl. 
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A.n. 


PtTMjHS. 

331 

Constantine orders all the heathen temples to bt 
destroyed. 


336 

51 Pope Marcus. . 

.756 Arius, Preth ob. 

337 

51 Pope Julius I. 

Eusebius, llni. ji. 

r— 

Death of Constantine. — The empire divided amoi)'^ 
his three sons. ^ 

Constantine IT, Constans, and Const an- 

Donatiis, yf. 


350 

352 

356 

357 

358 

359 
361 


363; 
36 1 

366 

367 

375 

376 

378 

379 
381 
383 

384. 

385 

392 

395 


397 

399 


lv]l)iiiijiis, Soph. Ji. 

.1 Ilium, Phil. ji. 
liiliir), Ep. of Eoicticn, 


tills, Emperors of Lome. 

Constans murdered, — Magncntius assumes the 
purple. 

^ Pope Liberius. 

<f[ Pope Imlix 1. 

The Germans defeated by Julian at Strasbureh. 

51 Pope Felix II. 

Council of Rimini held. 

Jlllin.ll Ijimperor of Rome — abjures Christiamtv 
and is elected Pontifex IMaximus. 

^ — attempts fruitlessly to rebuild the Temple 

of Jerusalem, 

|Jovian Emperor of Rome. 

\ alciltiniail Emperor of the West. — V alcll: 

Em])cror of the East. 

5[ Pope Damasus. 

(t rati ail Emj)er<5l of tlie West. 

Valent illiail 11. Emperor of the West. 

V^alens allows the Croths to settle in Thrace. 

The Goths tfdvance to the gates of Constantinople.! 

— Death of Valens. 

Theodosius the Great Emperor of the East. 

Second General Council held at Constantinople. 

The Huns over-run Mesopotamia, — are delhated 
by the Goths. 

Symmachu.s pleads the cause of Paganism against 
St. Ambrose in the Senate. 

51 Pope Syricius. 

Theodosius Emperor of the West and East. 

Arcadius Emperor of the East, and Ilonorius 
Emperor of- the West. 

The Huns invade the Eastern provinces. 

St. Chrysostom chosen Patriarch orConstantinopIc.j 
51 Pope Anaatasiup. 

Gainus the Goth obtains honours from Arcadius. jCIaudian, Vod.fi. 


Euiihlichu., Phil. 

I. \'i( tor, Ji, 
Vcceiiijs, llul. jl. 

■^71 St, Athunasim., oA. 

’ Eimiijiiiis, /7. 

K I'c'-tii'. \\iLMiiis, yf. 
ippiis, Math. fl. 

"70 St RiZlI, oh. 

"hO Ainmiau. Mai ('L'l. oA.| 
Eiiulciitius, Povi,ji. 


780 (lny<)r\ Nil/., oh 
.lye AiiMiiiiiih, Pocf, cpS. 


Vt7 Si -AmbroM’, oi. 
'90 1R‘M’( 
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Illmtriom Persons. 

400 




Alaric the Goth ravages Italy. 

lldiodonis, ^ 

401 

Pope Innocent 1. • i 


403 

Stilicho, General of Honorius, defeats Alaric near 

Longiis,jj^. 


Pollentia. 


404 

Fergus I. King of Scotland supposed to have 

405 Stoba?iis ji. 


begun his reign. 


406 

The Vandals, Alans, &c. invade France and Spain. 

5()7 St. ('lir\ so^tuni, o, 

408 

Theodosius 11. Emperor of the East. 

ScTviiis, J( 

( tro.siiis, ]{ot. Ji. 

1 i(t ('1. Rut. Niiiii.il 

410 

Rome sacked and burned by Alaric. — Death of 


Alaric. 

anics, Jh 

411 

The Vandals settled in Spain. 

416 

The secular Games celebrated at Rome. 

4 11 ) MacTobiiis, Vhih 

■ 

The Pelagian Heresy condemned by the Bishops 

oh 


of Africa. 

S(‘r\iLis lloiioriUiis, (i 

417 

418 

^ Pope Zozimus. 

^ Pope Boniface I. 

SoiTlltCbj J'.Vch ,S. / 

420 

Pharamond first King of Ike Franks sup[)Osed to 

-J‘JO St. Ji'i nine, oh. 


have begun his reign. 

SiilpR-ius SL‘V(.rus, oh. 

422 

Pope Cifilestinus. 


424 

Valeutillian 111. Emperor of the West. 


426 

The Romans withdraw finally from Britain. 

12i> Zoziniiis, JLs/.Jl. 

427 

The Vandals under Genseric jiass into Africa. 


428 

fEtius, the Roman General, defeats the Franks-pnd 

4 50 St. y\ui;ustijk‘, oh. 


Goths. 

( )!} iiipiodtu us, y/?s/. _//. 

431 

The third General Council held at Ephesus. 

PclagiLis, Jlcr. oh. 

432 

435 

^ Pope Sixtus III. 

The Theodosian Code published. 

Cfclius Sedulins Scotii 

439 

Genseric the Vandal invades and plunders Italy. 
Eudosia the Empress, wife of Theodosius, retires 

/• 


to Jerusalem. 



Carthage taken by the Vandals. — Kingdom of the 



Vandals in Africa. 


440 

Pope Leo the Great. 

Taliranus Epis. Mas..//- 

442 

Theodosius forced to make a disgraceful peace 


■ with Attila the Hun. 

Attila causes his brother Blcda to be murdered. 

444 St. Cyril, ob. 

445 I 

The Britons in vain solicit the Romans to assist 



them against the Piets and Scots. 

Attila the Hun over-runs Illyrium, Thrace, Dacia, 



McEsia, and Scythia. 


448 

The Romans engage to pay a heavy tribute of gold 



to Attila. 
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j. n. 
”l48 


A4-9 


L50 


441 


E52 

445 


4'4E 

447 


491 


494 
4(i7 
\ 498 


470 

471 

472 


473 

474 

ii 

475 

476 


481 


The Saxons first come into Britain invited by 
\Trtigern. 

Merovccusy Knii> of the Fraiifs. 

Marciail Emperor of the East. 

AttllaT-avagcs (lermany and France. 

Theodoric King of the Visigoths killed in battle. 
— The Huns defeated by ATius. 

Idle fourth (leneral C'ouncil lield at (dialcedon. 
Foundation of the city of Waiice. 

IVTronuiS Waxtmiis Empcior of the West. 
AvitllS Emperor of tlie West. 

Rome taken and })hmdcred \)\ (lensciicthe \’and.d. 
ChJtlcrhk Kni^ the I'ratiLs. 

the' (A cal Empeior of the fkist. 
iAIajoriailllS IhujiiTor of tin- ^^'cst. 

StA'Cl'llS Ihnperor ol' the est, raised b) Kienner. 
^ Fope Ui!m im.. 

Fasclial f'\ele invented by \’ii tonus of Ainpniain. 
Alitlicmill^ i'hnperor of the West. 

Euric King of the \hsigoths drives the Romans 
out of spam. 
f| Ik)pe Simplicius. 

Alla the Saxon takes po.sse.ssion of tin' kingdom 


of Su'sex. 

Tdla defeats all the British Frmces. 

(Real eruption of Mount Vc'suvius, seen iiom 
Constantinople. 

Olybill^ Emperor of the Wc-t. 

(JhccnilS Empeior (T the Most, dcgradetl and 
stripped by 

Julius Nc]>OS Emperor of tim WcU. 

Zc’IlO Eni|)oror of tlic East, 
mu’-ustulus Romulus Emperor of tlio Wost, 
raked by Ids fallici Orestes, (icneral to Nepos 
Orc'stes put to death by Odoaeer Kmt; ol tl.c 

Heruli. . c, I 

Rome taken by Odoaeer now Km? of Italy 
Fvtivction of the Westehn Emimri; oi iIm 
R omans, 507 years from the battle ol Aetmm 
and 1221 from the budaiiig o( Koine. 

Clovis King of ‘'<0 


Ilbafrious Persons. 


Eutyclus, fi 

J.'tO Sd/oiiu'ii, Ihst. oh. 

Vgatliiay, Ifil Jl 


li,": \'u'tt)i'Jiis of \('(juit 
Jl 

Uiij Prosper, t/A 


'176 II)( roclu^y/. 

Q Cakilicr, pLui.jl. 
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A,D. 


Ill\istriuu.s Pcrsoiui. 

481 

Zeno makes Theodoric, theOstrogoth, his General, 

A^'2 Sidonius A^pollinan 


and creates him Consul. 

ob. 

483 

51 Pope Felix III. 

Simplicius, Fhil.Ji. 

485 

Battle of Soissons gained by Clovis. 


488 

Theodoric, the Ostrogoth, entirely defeats Odo- 
acer, and is acknowledged King of Italy by the 
Emperor Zeno. 


490 

The Burgundians, under Gondebald, ravage Italy. 
Ireland, called the Isle of Saints, famous for its 
schools. 


491 

Anastasias Emperor of the Eiist. 

491 St. Patrick, 0 ^. 

492 

5[ Pope Gelasius. 

‘lUC Gcmiadiiis, id). 

493 

Odoaccr put to death by Theodoric. 

Malclms, Soph.Jl. 

496 

5[ Pope Anastasius II. 


497 

Clovis and the Franks converted to Christianity. 


498 

51 Pope Symmachus. 


499 

500 

Alliance between Clovis and Theodoric the Great. 

Gondebald, the Burgundian, lj)ecomes tributary to 
Clovis. 

501 Zozimus, (V 1 

501 

The Burgundian laws published by Gondebald. 

502 

Cabades King of Persia ravages part of the 
Eastern Empire. 

Steph. Byziiutinus.//. 

504 

The Eastern Empire makes peace with Cabades. 

507 

Clovis defeats Alaric the Visigoth, and receives a 
congratulatory embassy, with a diadem, from 
Anastasius. 


508 

Theodoric the Great defeats Clovis in the battle 
of Arles, and then makes peace with him. 


— 

Arthur chosen Pendragon, or sovereign of the 
Cumbrian British kingdom. 


510 

Clovis makes Paris the capital of the kingdom of 
the Franks. 


511 

Death of Clovis. — Division of his kingdom among 
his four sons. 

Childebert (Paris) ^ Thierry (Melz)^ Clotaire (So?s- 
sons)y and Clodomir (Orleans)^ Kings of the 
Franks. 

Pl’OClub, Fhll.Jl, 

512 

ITie Heruli allowed by Anastasius to settle in 
Thrace. 


514 

5f Pope Horraisdas. 


515 

Arthur King of the Britons supposed to have 



begun his reign. 
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A. D. 


llhu^tnous Prrs<inj‘ 

516 

The computation of time by the Christian ^'Era 

Prisfuin, f. 


introduced bv Dionysius the Monk. 

lies) dims, 

517 

The Getae ravage Illynum, Macedonia, and Epirus. 

hVi>tus Pompeiiis, Gram. 

518 

Justin 1. Emperor of the East, raised from ob- 

fi- 

Nonius Marcdlus, Gr,Ji. 


scuvity. 

519 

Justin restores the Orthodox Bishops, anil con- 
demns the^Eutychians. 

Cabades King of Persia proposes that Justin 

AlciinusAvitus, Pof’g 


sliould ado[)t his son Cosroes, and makes war on 
a refusal. 

/• 

529 

525 

^ Pope John I. 

The Arian Bishops deposed by Justin, — highly 



resented by Theodoi ic. 




Antiocli, and many other cities almost destroyed 

\hu)l Severas Boethius, 


by an eartli(|uake, but rebuilt by Justin, — lie 
adopts his iH'phew Justinian. 

i%\. i>h. 

52(1 

Tlieodoric jnits to death Boethius and Symmachus. 


— 

^ ]\»pe Eehx IV. 


:>Ti 

Justinian I. Emperor of the East. 


529 

Belisarius, General ofj ustinian, defeats tin* Persians. 

VJ'i PuIlu nlin9, vh 

550 

The liooks ol'the Civil Law published by Justinian. 
^ Pope Uonifacell. 

1 rihoiiiiimij, y/. 

Adiillch 'fatnis, Ilui.Ji. 

532 

Justinian congratulates Cosroes on succeeding (o 



the throne of Persia, and concludes a perpetual 
peace w ith him. . 

j 

-- 

Great iinmnection at Constantinojile (juellcd ^Mth 



prodigious slaugJiter by Belisarius. 

Prm (>|jiiJS, 1 Its! .ft 
Marcellinus, ilitt. ji. 

Jo. Piiilopunus, y?. 

533 

lAthalaric King of the Ostrogoths dying, is suc' 
ceeded by’his mother Amalasonta. 

^ Pope 11. 

534^ 

Tlicodohcrt of Mciz. 

Belisarius defeats Gelimer and the Vandals in 



Africa. 


^35 

^ Pope Agapetus. 


536 

537 

^ Pope Sylvester. 

Belisarius\subdues the Ostrogoths in Italy, and 


takes Rome. 


538 

H Pope Vigilius. 


510 

Belisarius refuses to accept the crown of Italy. 

Dionysius the Monk, ob. 

542 

■ 543 1 
547 

Arthur King of the Cumbrian Britons killed in 
the Battle ofXamlan. 

The Roman Consulship suppressed by Justinian. 
Totila, the Goth, recovers Italy from the Romans. 
tQl'PQ and plunders Rome. 

Simplicius, Phd. fi. 
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Illustrious Pc) sous. 

5i7 

Ida the Saxon lands at Flamborough, subdues 
the country from tlic Humber to the Fortli, and 
founds the Northumbrian Kingdom. 


548 

Theodehald Kini^ of Metz. 


549 

Rome retaken by Bclisarius. 


550 

Commencement of the kingdom of Poland under 
Lechus. 

Rome recovered by Totila. 


551 

The manufacture of silk introduced into Europe. 

55 e Jorn^mdes, Hisi. oh 

553 

Totila defeated by Narsus the Eunuch, and put to 
death. 

555 

f[ Pope Pclagius I. 

The fifth General Council, or second of Constan- 
tinople. 


558 

'The Huns breaking into Thrace, arc defeated by 
Belisarius. 


559 

Belisarius degraded, and ungratefully used by 
Justinian. 

Clotaire sole King of France. 


560 

^ Pope John III. 

Belisarius restored to his honours and command. 


562 

Cariherty Gontrany Sigc*bert, and Chilpcricy Kings 
of France. 

5G2 CassioJorus, 

565 

Justin 11. Emperor of the East. 

5C5 Belisarius, oh. 


The Piets converted to Christianity by St. Co- 

Agathias, llut. fi. 


lumba. 


566 

Narses, recalled from Italy, invites the Lombards 
to take possession of the country. 


568 

Italy conquered by the Lombards. 

570 Gildfis, Hist, oh. 

571 

Birth of Maliomet the false Prophet. 

Jo. iSllala, liist.f. 

574 

f Pope Benedict 1. 

Tiberius IL Emperor of the East. 

51 Pope Pelagius 11. 

578 

580 

The Latin Tongue ceases to be spoken in Italy 
about this time. 


582 

Maurice, Emperor of the East. 


584 

Clotaire IL King of Soissons. 


590 

Antioch again destroyed, with 30,000 inhabitants, 
by an earthquake. 

Evagrias, Hist fi. 


5f Pope Gregory the Great. 

595 Gregory ofTour^ 

596 

Thierry II. and Theodohert IL Kings of Pam 

Hist. oh. 


' ajid Austrasia* 

VTnant. Fortunatus, f 


Augustine the Monk converts the Saxons to Chris- 
tianity. 

and Hht.f. 
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OOO 

602 


iPllOCas, Emperor of the East, acknowledges the 


607 


608 

609 

oil 

613 


supremacy of tlfe Popes. 

Pope Sabinianus. 

^ Pope Boniface III. 

TJie Pantheon at Home dedicated to God, the Vir- 
gin, and a^l the Saints. 

^ Pope Boniface IV. 

The Jews of Antioch massacre the Christians. 
HortlcHlUS, Emperor of the East. 

Tl)e French Vlaires du Palais first introduced h> 


61f 


615 

616 
018 
622 

625 


628 

632 


Clotairc as Regents. 

Clolairc 11. sole Kin^ of France. 

Queen Biunechilda, accused of numbeiless crimes, 
is put to death by C'lotaire II. 

^ Pope Dcus-dedit. 

Jerusalem taken by the Persians under C osrocs II. 
^ Pope Boniface V. 

/Era of tlic Hegyra, or flight of iMahomet from 
Mecca to Medina. 

^ Pope Hoiiorius 1. 

The Persians under Cosroe.N TI. with the Huns, 
AbaiJ, and .Sclavomans, besiege Constantinople. 
DaooU’A and Chauberi Kin^s of France. 
Abubeker succeeds Mahomet a^ Cal)[)hate of the 


633 


Saracens. 

Abubeker dies, and is succeeded by Om.ii m ilit 


636 

638 

6T0 

6A1 


6L2 

6J5 


Caliphate, | 

Jcrusaleia token by Omar and the Saracens, whoj 
keep ^'session of it 163 >ears. 

Sloibcri 11. and Clai is IF Kin<;s of France. 

^ Pope Severinus. 

C Pope John IV. . , , , ^ i 

The Library of Alexandria, founded by 1 tolemy 
Philadelphus, is burnt by the Saracens. 
Constantine, Emperor of the East for a few 
months, poisoned by his stepmother. 

Heraclionas and liberius 111 . Emperors of 

the East. | 

Constans, son of Constantine, Emperor o t icj 

past, 

f Pope Theodoras. ^ ^ r u ' 

Otman bucceedi Omar m the Caliphate. 

TTr\T TI_ n H 


iiyr) 




G05 Aiigibtnii', Monk, oi.j 


SccunJiih, f. 


Pliilo[)()iins', Jl. 


Prt'juki /, oh. 


BodttriiG h?]). f'A. 


G*! I ( / DO'c Ei '7'. 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 


lllnstnous Person 


Cyprus taken by the Saracens under Mawia. 
f Pope Martin I. 

The Saracens take Rhodes, and destroy the Co- 
lossus. 

Childcric IL King of Austrasia. 

^ Pope Eugenius I. 

Ali Caliph of Arabia Mawia Caliph of Egypt, ridcfonsup, jf. 


Pope Vitalianus. 
The Saracens obtaii 


The Saracens obtain peace of the Emperor Con- 
Stans, and agree to pay a yearly tribute. 

Constantius V. (Pogonatus) Emperor of the 
East. 

Sicily ravaged by the Saracens. 

Pope Adeodatus. Panins .Egin eta, Hfcn. 

The Saracens inefFectually besiege Constantinople. Callinicns, Muih.Ji. 
— Their fleet destroyed by the Greek lire used 
by Callinicus. 

The Saracens attempt to land in Spain, but are 
repulsed by Wamba King of the Visigoths. 

^ Pope Bonus. ‘ 

Thierry IV. King of all France. 

Pope Agatho. 

The Sixth General or CEcumcnical Council of Adanmanus Scotns, // 
Constantinople. 

^ Pope Leo 11. 
f Pope Benedict II. 

J Pope John V. 

ustinian II. Emperor of the East. 

The Britons, totally subdued by the Saxons, re- 
treat into Wales and Cornwall. 

Egfrid the Saxon penetrates northward to Angus, 
but is slain by Bredei the Pictish King. 

^ Pope-Conon. 

Ceadwalla King of Wessex subdues Sussex and 
Kent. 

Pope Sergius. 

Pepin Heristel, Maire du Palais, defeats Thierry 
and acquires the chief power in France. 

Clovis III. King of France. 

Justinian II. dethroned, mutilated, and banished 
by Leontius. 

Chudebert III. King of France. 

Leontius Emperor of the East,— dethroned and 
mutilated by 
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A.D, 


lUu^trious Pcr£ 0 }\j. 

697 

Apsiniar or 1 ibcrius Emperor of the East. 


099 

The Saracens defeated by John the Patrician. 


700 

• 

Achab Sararen, Con. ob. 

— 

The Sjjracens again defeated with great slaughter 



by Heraclius, brother of Tiberius. 


701 

5[ Pope Joliii VI. 


70i 

Justinian II. escapes from prison, defeats Tiberius 



and is restored to the throne*. 


707 

Justinian II. defeated by the Bulgarians. 


708 

Pope Sisinnius. 

5[ Pope Constantine. 


711 

Philippicus Bardanes Emperor of the East. 
Dagobeii III. King of France. 


713 

Aliastasius II. Emperor of the East. 

Spain conquered by the Saracens under IMuca,' 



the General of tlie Caliph Wahd. 


7M 

Pope Gregorj^ II. 

Theodosius ill. Emperor of tlio East, 

Mura, tlu* Saracen, oh. 



Charles Martel, Maire du Palai^y governs all 



France for tw'enty-six years. 


716 

Child eric 11. King of France. 

Leo (the Isaurian) Emperor of tlie East, sur- 



named Iconoipaclius. 


720 

Omar 11. besieges pionslantinojile without success. 




Thierry IV- Kuig of France- 


726 

Leo forbids the worship of images, which occasions 



t a great rebellion of his sutqects, the Pope de- 
fending the practice. 


728 

Leq orders Pope Gregory to be seized, and .sent to 


Constantinople; but the order is frustrated, and 
Leo confiscates the imperial domains of Sicil} 




and Calabria. 


'J29 

The Saracens ravage Gallia Narbonnensis. 


731 

1 732 

C Pope Gregory HI. 

Charles Martel defeats the Saracens between 

755 Bcdr, Jftti. oh. 

Tours and Poictiers. 


736 

737 

Leo persecutes the Monks. , , • • 

Death of Pelagius, who preserved the Christian 
monarchy in ^^sturia. 

The duchy' of Spoleto seized by the Normans- 


740 

IJecoveredby the Pope. ^ 


741 

742 

f Pope Zachary. ^ 

ChildcricIIL King of France. i 

Fredepaire, Hist. f. 


n H 2 1 
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A.T). 


lllnstriniLs Persom. 

742 

JonstantillC (Copronymu$) Emperor of the 


743 

745 

749 

East Enemy to images and saint-worship, 

defeats and puts to death Arta- 

bazdus, who had seized Constantinople. 

destroys the fleet of the Saracens. 

The race of the Abassidse become Caliphs of the 


751 

Saracens. 

Pepin {Lc Bref) Kino of prance^ founder of the 


752 

second or Cnrlovingian race. 

^ Pope Stephen III. 


753 

Astolphus King of the Lombards having subdued 


754 

the Exarch of Ravenna, constitutes it a Duke- 
dom, and claims from the Pope the Dukedom 
of Rome. 

Pope Stephen requests the assistance of Pepin 


756 

against tlie Lombards. 

Pepin invades Italy, and strips Astolphus of his 
new possessions, conferring them on the Pope 
as a temporal sovereignty. ^ 

Almanzor Caliph of the Saracens, a great en- 
courager of learning. 

Desiderius or Didicr proclaimed King of the Lom- 


757 

bards, with the Pope’s consent. 

Abdalrahmam I. takes the title of King of Cordova, 
and is the founder of the splendid dominiun of 
the Moors in Spain. 

^ Pope Pauli. I'enews the alliance with Desiderius. 


759 

^ Pope Stephen III. quarrels with Desiderius. 

7, GO Jo. Damascenib 

762 

Almanzor budds Bagdat, and makes it the scat of 


767 

the empire of the Caliphs. 

The Turks ravage Asia Minor. 


768 

Charles (the Great) and Carloman Kings of France. 



^ Pope Stephen IV. 


770 

Constantine dissolves the Monasteries in the East. 


772 

Charlemagne sole Monarch oj France. 


774 

makes war against the Saxons. 

^ Pope Adrian 1 . 

Charlemagne defeate Desiderius, and puts an end 


775 

to the Kingdom of the Lombards, which had 
subsisted 206 years. 

Leo IV, Emperor of the East, 


778 

Battle of Roncezvalles between the Christians and 


779 

, Moors in Spain, where Rolando is killed. 
Charlemagne conquers Navarre and Sardinia. 




CHRONOLOGICAL TARLE. 


I lU\!s()ious Pirsous. 

ConsUllltillC (Porpliyrogenitus) Emperor of tliL' 

East. 

Irene, Empress, IPegent in her son’s minorit}^ 
keeps him in entire subjeetion. 

she re-establishes the worship of images. 

Cliarleraagne subdues the Saxons. 

Haroun Alras'cliid Caliph oftbe Saracens. 

invades and ravages a part of 

tfie empire. 

Constantine assumes tbe government o(' tlie ciii- 
pire, and imprisons his mother. 

T1 le Danes under their pirate cliici's, or \’ikingr, 
lor the first time, land m England. 

The seventh Cieneral Council or second ol Nice, 
is lield. 

Irene puts to death her son Constantine, and is 
proclaimed sole Empress. 

proposes to marry Charlemagne, uhich being Ceo. SyiKellse, Jl 

dis[)rovcd of by lier subjects, slu^is detluoned, 
and conlined to a monastery. 

Niccj)lR)rns Emperor of’ the East. — Here be- 
gins the Lower or (Leek empire. 

Charlemagne defeats and utterly extirpates (he 
Huns. 

^ Pope Leo III. •* 

The Saracens ravage Cappadocia, Cypi us, liIiod( 

Ac. . 

Nicephorus associates his son Saturacius in tlie 
Empire. 

• 

New Empire of tjie West. — CharJemagiie , hoi Paul Duicorms 
crowned Emperor at Home. 

Haroun Alraschid courts the alliance of Cliarle-p^'^ Alnim,io,u . 


Michael (Curopolates) Emperor of the Ea:?t. 

Leo (the Armenian) Emperor of the East. 

Almamon, Cahph of the Saracens, a great cn- 
courager of learning. 

Lcicls [Ic Behannairc] Lmjictor and Kin^^ ^/sii Cljarleinairne, 

France. 1 

The Eastern Empiie ravaged by cartliquakes, la- 
mines, conflagrations, Ac. 

Pope Stephen \ . 
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A,D. 


Illustrious Persons. 

817 

^ Pope Pascal I. 


■■ — 

Lewis (le Deb.) divides the empire among his 
sons. 


821 

Michaol (Balbus or the Stammeter) Emperor of 
the East. 


823 

The Saracens from Spain take Crete, and give it 
the name of Candia. 


m 

^ Pope Eugene II. 


827 

unites the Kingdoms of the Saxon Hep- 
tarchy. — Beginning of the kingdom of England. 
^ Pope Valentine. 


828 

J Pope Gregory IV. 


829 

1l heophilus Emperor of the East. 


838 

(StJjdtDOlf King of England. 

The Scots under Kenneth entirely subdue the 
Piets. 


839 

Origin of the Russian monarchy. 


840 

LothaRIUS Emperor of Germany. 

Charles [the Bald) King of France, 


841 

Lotharius defeated by )us two brothers in the 
battle of Fontenai, and deposed. 

Albuiuazar, Ast.ji. 

842 

Lewis (of Bavaria) Emperor of Germany. 
Michael III. Emperor of the East. 

Kginharcl, Hist. ob. 

843 

The Normans plunder the city of Rouen. 

Kenneth M^Alpin, King of Scots, subdues the 
Pictish kingdom, and unites it to the Scottish. 

Achuict, Astrun.fl. 

844 

5[ Pope Sergius III. 


84'5 ] 

The Normans plunder Hamburgh, and penetrate 
into Germany. 


847 ■ 

^ Pope Leo IV. 


846 

The Venetian fleet destroyed by the Saracens. 


851 ■ 

^ Pope Joan, supposed to have filled the Papal 
Chair for two years. 

Basilius associated Emperor of'the East. 


853 

The Normans get possession of some cities in 
France. 


855 

Lewis II. Emperor of Germany, 


857 1 

and CEtEiellieCt Kings of England.' 

857 Photius, Patr. oh. 

858 

^ Pope Nicholas I. 

858 Nennius, liisi.jl 

866 

King of England, 


867 

The Dtpies rpage England. . 

Basilius sole Emperor of the East. 
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Ad). 




S91 

S,% 

S97 

898 

1)00 


90] 

904 

905 

911 

912 

913 


l|87H llubbn, Dane, oh. 


8 s 2 Ilincfitai'iis, oA' 
Si (itiis KnTcnj, 

Nuatas, ]hsl, fi. 

AltuB,// 
l-Abbu, //. 


H t^opc Adrian II. ” ~ ^ 

1 Jiotius, l^itnarcli of Constantinople, exconiinuA-'o ( ■ i i 
I iHcatcs Pope Aarian. -o (^oJ.^calaLs 

(the Great) Kin^ ofEndand. 

H Pope John VIII. L, . . , 

Charlk,^ (the Bald) Emperor of Germany. 

Harold Har/iiger unites the provinces of Norway 
conquers Orkney, Shetland, and the Hebrides'' 
and appoints Earls to govern them. 

Lewis (the Stammerer) Emperor of Germany and 
Kin<r of D-aiicc. 

Lewis III, and Carloinaii Kings of France. 

Ihe kingdom of Arles begins. 

(Charles ^he Gross) Emperor ot Germany and! 

' Ah/zg France ' ' 

Ravages of' the Normans in ITancc. 

S(S2 ^ Pope Marin us. 

881 If Pope Adrian HI. 

SSG Loo (the Philoso})hcr) Emperor yf the East 
The University of Oxford founded by Alfred. 

(S87 Arnold Emperor of Germany. 

Tlic Normans besiege I’aris, which is gallantly de- 
fended by Bishoj) Gosehn and Count Eudc’s. 

(S 88 Fudes or Odo Knw (f'Fi '(nice. 

890 Allred the (ircut-coinposes his Code of Laws, and 
divides England into Counties, Hundreds, and 
Tythings. 

Pope Foimosus. 

^ Pope Stephen VIL 
1^ Pope John IX. 

Charles III. (ihe Simple) kvvgcf Frame. 

'51 Pope Benedict IV. 

Lewis IV. Em[)eror of Germany. 

C&tBdrD (the Elder) succeeds Alfred as King 
of England. 

^ Pope Leo V. 

5) Pope Sergius III. As^r, IFi. oh. 

Conrad 1. Emjieror of Germany. 

!(\)nsttllltinc IX, Emperor of tlic East. 

'Hie Normans aie cstablisiied in Normandy under! 

Rollo. 

51 Pope Anosta^ius. j 

H H I I 


oh. 


oh. 
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A,D. 


Illustrious Pcrs()7is. 

914 

5[ Pope Landon. 

Gonsts^ntinc and RonitinilS Emperors of the 
East. 

~~ 

915 



Pope John X. 



Ihe University of Cambridge founded by Edward 
the Elder. 


920 

Henry (the Fowler) Emperor of Germany. 


923 

Rodolph Ktnp of ' France, 


928 

atliclotan King of England. 


- 

^ Pope Leo Vl. 


929 

^ Pope Stephen VIII. 


931 

5[ Pope John XI. 


— 

Rise of the Republic of Pisa. 




City of Geneva overrun by the Saracens. 


936 

Otho (the Great) Emperor of Germany. 

Aznphi, Ar. Asl.jL 

— 

f Pope Leo VII. 


% 

Lewis IV» [d' Outremer) Kin<!^ of France. 


939 

Pope Stephen IX. 


940 

Howel-Dha King of Wales, an eminent lawgiver. 


941 

CDntUnt) I. King of England. 

, 

942 

Naples taken by the Eastern Emperors, 

0‘1jE iuIl' 3 dc C'l Lilli, 

943 

^ Pope Mariuus XIII. 


946 

^ Pope Agapet. 


948 

CEtirCtl King of England. 


954 

Lotharins King of France. 

Alfarabiiib, Ar. Asl, JL 

955 

Ctltop King of England. 


956 

C Pope John XII. 


959 

llomanus II. Emperor of the East. 

King of England. 


961 

Otlio the Great is proclaimed King of Italy. 


963 

^ Pope I-eo VIII. 


964 

^ Pope Benedict V., Leo restored. 

Nicepliorus Phocas Emperor of the East. 


965 

^ Pope John XIII. 


967 

Ahtioch recovered from the Saracens by Nice- 
phorus. 


969 

John Zemisses Emperor of the East. 

970 Luitprand, Hid. d>. 

972 

c Pope Benedict VL 


97? 

Otho II. Emperor of Germany. 


974 

51 Pope Boniface VII. 


975 

Kenneth III. annexes the Britons of Strathcluyd 
to the Scottish kingdom, 
f Pope Benedict VII. 
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A.D. 


975 

976 
978 
983 
984* 
986 


987 

991 


996 


999 

1000 

1002 


1003 

1001 

1005 

1009 

1012 

1013 

1015 


1016 


^1017 

1018 

1024* 


1025 

1Q28 

1031 

1033 

1034 

1035 


Basilius and Constantine X. Emperors ol] 
the East. 

QEtltoill’O II. Kmg of England, 
ethrii'cti II. K ing ol‘ England. 

Otho III. Emperor ol' Germany, 

^ Pope John XIV. 

^ Pope Joh'n XV. 

Lcwia V, [Ic Fn me fi7il) of Frnnce. 

Hugh Capet Kmp, of Frame, founder of the third 
race of the French kiugi,. 

The Arabic numeral cyphers first introduced into 
Europe by the Saracens. 

Fohert [the 'JVise) King (f Frame. 

^ Pope Gregory V, 

^ Pope Sylvester II . 


Henry II. Emperor of Germany. 

Great massacre ot the Danes by Etiuheil King ol 


England. ♦ 

f Pope John XVL 
51 Pope John XVII. 
f Pope John X^TI^, 

Cimrehes lirst built in tlio Gothic style. 

^ Pope Sergius IV. ! 

r Pope Penedici;* Vlll. r i* ' 

4'he Danes, under Sueno, get possc.snm ot iaig- 

land. , ,, 1 

The Manidiean doctr'iyics pre\alent m trance aiul 

Italy. 

■"^'Dinnnri 11. (ironside) King ol laigland. 

Six battles fought ^^ilh the Danes under Canute in 
England. i 

Canute the Dane (the Great) King ol laig- 


land. 

The Normans invade Itidy. 

Pope John XIX. or XX. 

Conrad II. (the Salic) En.pcror ol f.crinai.>. 
Muiical diameters invented l>y Guido Aretino. 
RoniaimS.Al-gy''‘‘^ Emperor ol tlm luiM. 


Hotri/ 1. Khiii 0 / l^uiicc- 

r Pope Benedict IX. 

Michael IV. Emperor ol llm Ea.t. 
Kingdom, of Caitdlc and Arragou beg 


in. 


J .73 


* 


iSt. Diinstaii, ('/>- 


1007 i I'l'ihrrt. J'ope .Sil 

^ ('st( r I I.J <>t'. 

]0()i -M'bo oi Pleiii'V. 

/v'(/ f»/; 

10 IS Aiiiioiii, y/e/, 
join KIgj/l"', At. Phil 

rtA 


(iuidt. \rcin)o,Mufjk,f 
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A,D. 


Illiutrious PeTso?u. 

' 

1036 

(Harefoot) Kinf> of England. 

Avicenna, iMcd.i 

1039 

Henry III. Emperor of Germany, 



iTonure II. or ^)9ar£ittanufc King of Eng- 

land. 

Macbeth usurps the throne of Scotland, by the 
murder of Duncan. 


104^1 

CElJtodfD IIL (the Confessor) King of England, 
restores the Saxon line. 

Michael (Calaphales) Emperor of the East. 


1042 

Constantine (Monomachus) Emperor of the 
East. 


1043 

The Turks, under Tangrolipix, subdue Persia. 


1045 

^ Pope Gregory VI. 


1046 

f Pope Clement II. 


1048 

f Pope Damasus II. 


104^ 

^ Pope Leo IX. the lirst Pope who maintained a 
regular army. 


1054 

Theodora Empress of the East. 

Pope Leo IX. taken prisoner by the Normans. 


1055 

ff Pope Victor II. 

The Turks take Bagdat, and overturn the empire 
of the Caliphs. 


1056 

Henry IV. Emperor of Germany. 


1057 

IVIalcolm III. (Canmore) King of Scotland. 
Isaac (Coranenus) Emperor of the East. 

^ Pope Stephen X. 


1058 ! 

^ Pope Nicholas II. 



The Saracens driven out of Sicily by Robert Guis- 

Giiiilo of Aini'.'iis, Fc 


card the Norman. 

fi- 

1059 

Constantine XII. (Ducas) Emperor of the 
East. 


1060 

Philip I. Ki7ig of France. 


1061 

Rise of the faction of the Guelphs and Ghlbellines. 

Baklwln, Earl of Eki 

— 

Henry IV. of Germany on his knees asks pardon 
of the Pope. 

^ Pope Alexander II. 

ders. 

1065 

The Turks take Jerusalem from the Saracens. 


1066 

II. King of England, reigned nine 
^months. 


— 

JEillllinni (the Conqueror) King of England. 

Suiclas, ji. 

1068^ 

Romanus Diogenes Em{)eror of the East. 
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A.D, 


1068 


1070 

1071 
1073 
1076 

1078 

1079 

1081 


1084. 


1086 

1087 


1093 


1095 


1097 

1098 


1099 


IICK) 


1102 

1101 

1106 


I hlti^irtous PrrsoHi, 

Edgar Atheling seeks refuge in Scotland. 

[Margaret, sister of Edgar Atheling, married to 
Malcolm Kingof Scotland. 

TliQ feudal law introduced into England. 


Michael Ducas Emprfor of the East. 

Pope Gregory VII. 

The Emperor Henry IV. excommunicated and de- 
posed by the Pope. I 


Const. Afci, McJ.fl, 


NicephorilS (Boton) Emperor of the East. 
Doomsday-book begun by William the Conqueror. 
Alexius I. (Comnenus) Emperor of tlie East. 
The Normans under Robert of Apulia invade tlie 
Eastern Empire. 

Henry IV. Emperor besieges Rome. 

rc-crowned Emperor of Gcrniany. 

Asia Minor conquered by the Turks. 

^ Pope Victor III. * 

^ Pope Urban II, 

cSxIUnm IL (Rufus) King oUl-mgland. 

Si. Margaret Queen of Scotland died. 

Donald Bane King of Scotland died. 

Duncan IT. K ing of Scotland. 

Institution of iJle order of the Knights ol Jeru- 


MatildA, Counter* 
'Tushuiv. 

Wdl. of Spires, J/af, 


I Will, of Apulia, 


lOHH Bcrengcr, /W/" < 
Pl'iiVt'IH C, oh. 

losn Al>p hunfmne, a< 

it iiialfrcdtJ of Sieui 

I ro,(j/ 

Tele r ilif llcniiit. 


sal cm. 

The first Crusade to the Holy Land. — Peter ilie 


(juilfuy of bcnilognc. 


Hermit. 

Newcastle on Tyne built by Malcolm Caninore. 

, Magnus Barefoot, King of Norway, reduces Ork- 
ney, Shetland, and the Hebrides, to eoniplote 
subjection to bis crown. 

The Crusaders take Antiocli. 


Eugah King of Scotland. 

Jerusalem taken by Godfrey of Boulogne. — i he 
Knights of St.John instituted. 

^ Pope Pascal II. 


[Rodrigo tlie ( 


Dflltp L ^Beauclerc) Kinj:^ of Eiiglaiul. 
Guiscard of Normandy t.iku. tlit- titk- ol King ot 
Naples. 

Baldwin King of Jcrnsalem lakes 1 toienuo. 
Henry V. Emperor of German}. 


1 lo.'i Raviuoncl Count 
ThouloLbc, ik'. vh. 
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A.D. 


Illustrious Persons. 


1107 

1108 
1110 
1118 


1119 

1120 

1124 ^ 

1125 

1130 

1135 

1137 


Llexander I. King of Scotlantl. 

Lems VL [le Gros) King of France, 

C Pope Gelasius 11. 

Tlie order of Knights Templars instituted. 
John (Comneuns) Emperor of the East, 
ff Pope Calixus II. 

Edgar Atheling dies. 

David I. King of Scotland. 
i[[ Pope Honorius II. 

Lotiiarius II. Emperor of Germany. 
Pope Innocent II. 


1109 Abp. Ansehn, i)i). 

1110 Alhazen, Math. / 
1115 Sigebei’t, Hist, vb 
Anna Comnena, IPist.j, 
Laurenzio of Veron 

^ fl. 

Gunther Germ. Poct,^ 


Stephen King of England. 

Levois VIL {le Jcunc) King ofFrancCy married to 


1138 


Eleanor of Guienne. 

Jlie Pandects of the Roman Law discovered at 
Amalphi. 

Conrad III. Emperor of Germany. 

The Scots under David I., defeat(,'d by the English 


1139 

114-0 

mt 

1143 


in the battle of the Standard. 

Alphonso I. King of Portugal, rescues that king- 
dom from the Saracens. 

The Canon law first introduced into England. 
Stephen King of England taken prisoner in the 
battle of Lincoln, by the troops of Matilda. 

recovers his kingdom. 

Pope Caelestinus II. 

Manuel (Comnenus) Emperor of the East. 


VVill. of Malmsbur 
j Misl.Jl. 

|lM5 Peter Abelard, oA 


1144 

1145 
1147 
1150 

1151 

1152 


1153 


1154 


^ Pope Lucius II. 

^ Pope Eugene III. 

The second Crusade, excited by St. Bernard. 

The Study of the Civil Law revived at Bologna, 
by Werner us. 

The Canon Law is collected by Gratian, a Monk, 
of Bologna. 

Frederick I. (Barbarossa) Emperor of Ger- 
many. 

]\J[alcolm IV. King of Scotland. 

^ Pope Anastasias IV. 

Treaty of Winchester, — Compromise between 
King Stephen and Prince Henry. 

I^mrp II. (Plantagenet) Kin^ of EnglAnd. 

^ Pope Adrian IV. 


Gratian, ji. 

Geoff, of Monmouth, y? 


1155 St. Bernard, ob. 


Ben Edris of Nubi 
^ Geon. Jl. 

Eustathius, Com. on Hot. 

fi- 
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u . 


j.n. 


I'lu'' trims l^cfsotis. 

11")^ 

The parties ol tlie Guelphs and Ghibellines disturb 
Italj'. 


1157 

Tlic Bank of Vesicc instituted. 

Sylvester CJcraM, liut.jl 

1158 

Interview between Henry 11. and Malcolm IV. at 
Carlisle. 


f]59 

^ Pope Alexander Til. 


1160 

The Albi^;t'iises maintain heretical doctrines. 

llni Eloisa, (2'. 

1161 

Institution of the order of Teutonic Knii;hts in 

PeU r Lonilniril, oh. 


Germany. 

\hcii IGra/riicol ji. 


T. Beeket condemned by the Council of Cla- 
rendon. 

1 kn, ol 1 ImUiMg(liM),_/?. 

1165 

W"nujAM (the Lion) Km^r of Scotland. 

1 1 cG AidrctI, oh. 

1169 

Conquest of Eirypt by the Turk^. 


1171 

'\\ Beeket murdered at Canterbury. 


1172 

(kmcjuest ol' Ireland by Henry II. 


117(3 

DiSpcnsim:: of Justice by Circuits first began in 
England. 


11 SO 

J^ulij} yt.r^nshfs King of France. 

R.m. dc Ci'kim ilK',,/^. 

— 

Alexis 11. (CAmnenus) Empci^r of the East. 

Jt)^C|)I} ol Esc'K I fjl. 

1181 

^ Pope Lucius III. 

Laws of England digested by Glam die. 


1188 

Aiulroniciis (Comnenus) Emj)eror of the 
East. 

^ I’ope Pi ban UI. 

Isaac iVngelus Emperor of the East. 

Waller (le Magi s, y?. 

1185 


1187 

^ PojK* Giegt)ry VIII. 

John of Sali',l)in \ , ck 


'Fhe city oj' Jerusalem taken by SVladin. 

bnb) \i iiii'i iens Fo.Ji. 

1188 

^ Pope Clement III. 1 

1189 

VUchJVi3 -I- (Cmur de Lion) King of England 

{ tiraldio ( 'aiiilii ('MM8, fl. 

The third Crusade, under Richard I. and J’lnlip 
Augu^^u^. 

\\ ill. t>l l)ijrgli,y/. 

1 Wei nerus, oh 

iRogk 1 of lln\ eden, Hisi 

1190 

IIcKUY VI. Emperor of Germany. 

.1191 

119‘2 

C Pope Ca-lotimis HI. ^ , 

Richard I. defeat.^ Saladin m the battle of Aseulon. 

Guy oFLiisignan King of Jerusalem. 


1195 

Alexius Allg'clus (the Tyrant) Empcior of tlie 
East. 


’1198 

Philip Emperor of Germany. 



^ Pope Innocent IIP 


1199 

V200 

John King of Engliuid. 

Peter ol'Blms, Hnt. ob. 
Oerv . of CunlcrUiO ,Ji. 

1202 

The I'ourtli Crusade sets out Irom A og'e- 
Conij;antinoplc taken by tlic French and \ enetians. 
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Peisn7ts. 

1203 

Alexius and MurbzuphluS Emperors of the 
East. 

Saxo Grammaticus, f. 
Ralph de Direto, 

1204 

Baldwin I. Emperor of Constantinople, and ' 

Waiter oi Coventr). 


Thcodoro I. (Lascaris) Emperor of Nicma. 



The Inquisition established by Pope Innocent III. 

. 

1206 

Henry Emperor of Constantinople. 

120^ Averrhoes, Med. u 

1208 

Otho i\^ Emperor of Germany. 

— 

London incorporated, obtains a charter for electing 

Ph. Gaultier de Chat 


its Mayor and Magistrates. 

Ion, Foet,Ji. 

1210 

Crusade against the Albigenses, under Simon de 

1208 Maimonidcs of Co 


Montfort. 

duba, ob. 

1212 

1 

Frederick II. Emperor of Germany. 

1214 

Alexander II. King of Scotland. 


1215 

Magna Charta signed by King John. 


1216 

^ Pope Honorius III. 



^CnCU III. King of England. 



Peter de (Joiirtenay and John Ducas Em- 
perors of the East. ‘ ' 


1220 i 

1 

Robert son of Peter de Courtenay, Emperor of 
the East. 


1 

Damietta taken by the Crusaders. 


1223 

Leijcis VIII. Kuig of France. 

122-1 Raymond Count ( 

1226 

Institution of the orders of St. Dominic and l^t. 
Francis. ' 

Tlioulouse, ob. 

1 

St. Lewis IX. King of France, 


1227 

^ Pope Gregory IX. ^ ♦ 



Gengiskan and the Tartars overrun the empire of 
the Saracens between the years 1206, 1227. 

Gengiskan, ob. 

1228 

Baldwin II. French Emperor of Constantinople. 

Arclihp. Langton, oh. 

1234 

The Inquisition committed to' the Dominican 
Monks. 

1229 Accursius Ictus, ^ 

1237 

Russia brought under subjection by the Tartars. 


1241 

5[ Pope Cselestinus FV. 


1243 

^ Pope Innocent IV. 

1244 John de Sacrobosc 

1248 

The fifth Crusade under St. Lewis. 

ob. 

1249 

A^lexander III. King of Scotland, 

1245 Alexander Haleu'^ 
oh. 

1251 

Conrad IV. Emperor of Germany. 

William of Brittany, I 

1254 

^ Pope Alexander IV. 

'/• 


interregnum in the empire of Germany, from the 

Nicolas de Bray, Po.fi 


death of Conrad IV. in 1254, to thetelectipn of 

1250 Albufaragi, Hist. 


Rodolph in 1273. 
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I; In Oil J‘rT.\iOkS' 

YIS5 

llicodorc 11. (Lascaris) Emperor ol' Nicjea. 


L258 

Bagdat taken by the Tartars. — End of the empire 
of the SaracGiis* 


1259 

Jollll (Lascaris) Emperor of Nicca. 

I L\'?) Mat. P:\iis, llini. d. 

12(i0 

Alicluicl (Palaeologiis) Emperor oi Nicaai. 



d'he Flagellants preach ba])tism uitli blood. 


12G1 

5f Pope UrhTiii IV. 



The Greek Emperors recover Constantinople from 
the French. 


12()3 

The Noru cgians invade Scotland, and aie defeated 
l)y Alexander III. in the Battle 'of Largs. 


12GL 

^ Po])e Clement IV. 


— 

'I’he De[)Uties of Boroughs lirst summoned to Par- 
liament in England. 



Henry III. of England taken Prisoner in the battle 
of Lewe^. 


] 2r)r> 

Charles, Count of Anjou, Kiitg of Sicily. 

MtjniforL, Earl ol 

1270 

Philip III. [the Bold) of ' Bruner. 

Leii'cstei , ub 

1271 

^ Pope Gregory X. ^ 


1272 

CEtltlinri) 1. (Longshanks) King of England. 


1273 

lloDuLPH (of Hapsbiirgh) Emperor ol Germany, 

I ‘J7 1 Si T. Aquinas, id). 


first of tlie Austrian lamil). 

— St. Bona\uilura, ob. 

1276 

^ Pojie Innocent V. 



^ Pope Adrian V. 

1 



^ Po])C John XXr. 


1277 

^ Pope Nicholas III, 

1 eno Albertin Mag. Bhti 

1281 

^ Pope Martin IV. 

oh. 

1282 

I'he Sicilian Vespers, when 8,0(10 French weri' 
massacred in one night. 


1283 

Awull'OOicUS I. (Palmoh/gns) Empiaor ol' the 

vloaiiiu s a Jaruia, Gr.Jl, 


Ea^t, jointly witli his father Michael. 

1 JH i Koacr Bacon, Vtiil. 


The con(|uest ol Wales by I’ydward I. 

t>b. 

1285 

^ Pope Honoiius IV. 


• 

Philip IV. (the Pair) Kinp of France. 


1286 

JMargaukt (of Norway) Queen of Scotland. 

1JS6 .MiwlLragiin, Ihst, 

1288 

% Pope Nicholas IV. 

vh. 

1290 

Interregnum in Scotland for two year‘s. — Compe- 
tition between Bruce and Baliol for the Crown. 
Decided by flduard I. 


1291 

Ptolemais taken by the Tmks. — End ol the (hu- 
sades. 


1292 

John Baliol Kin;; of Scotlanil. 


Adolphus (of Nassau) Emporor oi (.tiiiian,. • 
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Jllustrioii.'i Pi'rsons. 

1292 

^ Pope Caclestinus V. 


1293 

Jubilee first celebrated at Rome. 



Ftom this year there is a regular successioi\ of 
English Parliaments. 



Androilicus I. sole Emperor of the East. 

1295 Bmnetto Lat 

129^ 

^ Pope Boniface VIII. 

1296 

Interregnum in Scotland for eight years. — Sir 
William Wallace nobly supports the liberty of 
his country, defeats the English at Stirling, and 
drives them out of the kingdom. 

/Ihd. oh. 

1298 

Wallace chosen Regent of Sootland, — defeated 
at Falkirk. 


1298 

Albert I. (of Austria) Emperor of Germany. 

Tlie present Turkish empire begins under Ottoman 
in Bithinya. 


1299 

1300 

« Ottoman or Othoman first Sultan and founder 
of the Turkish empire. 


1301 

Quarrel between Philip the Fgir and Pope Boni- 
face VIII. 

Cimabiic, Vninicr, oh. 

1302 

Comyn and Frazer defeat the English thrice in 

I one day. 



The Mariner’s Compass said to be discovered at 

1505 Abram Ben C, 


Naples. 

Asiron. oh. 

1304 

Wallace betrayed, delivered up,, and put to de^'th 
by Edward I. 


1305 

^ Pope Clement V, 


1306 

.Robert I. (Bruce) King of Scotland. 


1307 

The establishment of the Swiss Republics. 



©dtonttl II. King of England. 

Job. Duns Scotus, oh. 

1308 

Henry VII. Emperor of Germany. 

1508 Jo. Fordun, L 


Donati killed at Florence. 

The seat of the Popes transferred to Avignon for 
seventy years. 

oh. 

1310 

Rhodes taken by the Knights of St. John of Jeru- 
salem. 


1311 

Pierce Gaveston favourite of Edward II. put to 
death. 


1312 

The Emights Templars suppressed by Philip the 
Fair. 


1314 

The Scots under Bobert Bruce defeat the English 
under Edward II. at Bannockburn. 



Lewis V. (of Bavaria) Emperor of Germany. 
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LS14 

1315 

1316 

1320 

1321 

1327 

1328 

1329 

1331 

1332 


1333 


1334 

1340 


1341 

1342 
1346 


1347 

1349 

1350 

1351 

1352 

1356 


1359 

1362 


Lewis A. [Hutin) King oj France. 

John King of France. 

^ Pope John XXU* 

Philip r. {ihe Long) King of France. 
Andl'Onicus II. (Palaeologus) Emperor of the 
East. 

Charles IV.iihe Fair) King of France. 

(EUVitarti III. Kill-; of England. 

Philip VL ((f Valois) King of France. 

^ Orclianes or Urchan Emperor of the Turks. 

ID 


1315 Ci'uy Earl of War- 
wick, o/j, 

jRaym. Lulli, Phil ob. 
Isis Joinville, oh. 


Dante Alighieri, Po. ob. 
Castruc. Castracani, ob. 


AVID II. King of Scotland. — Randolph Earl 
Murray Regent. 

The Teutonic Knights settle in Prussia. 

Edward Baliol, assisted by Edward III., is crowned 
at Scone King ot Scots, but is soon driven out 
of the kingdom. 

Casimir 111. (the Great) King of Poland. 

Tlic Scots defeated by Edward III. at Halidoun 
hill, July 19. * 

f Pope Benedict XII. 

Gunpowder invented by Swartz, a Monk of Co- 

Oil painting .said to be invented by John Van Eyk. 
John V. (Palacqlogus) Emperor of the East. 
John Cantaeuzenos, his tutor, usurps the throne 
f Pope (’lenient VI. 

Battle of ('recy, won by Edward III. and the 
Black Prince over the Frfhcb. 

Battle of Durham, in which David II. of Scot 
land is taken prisoner. 

Charle.s IV. Emperor of Gerinaiiv. 

The Order of the Garter instituted by Edward lit. 
Nicola Iticnzi assumes the government of Rome' 
Peter (the Cruel) King of Castile. 

',/o/i77 II. Kinir of panes. 
f Pope Innocent M. 

The Turks first enter Europe. k'lncmf' 

The Battle of Poictierg, m which John II. K g i 
France is taken prisoner, and afterwards brought 

to London. i. rr i 

Araurath I. Emperor of the Turks. 

Pope Urban V. 


1330 Mortimer, Earl of] 
March, ob. 


Ubutriout Pmont, 


DuranduB, ch. 


Xich. de Lyra, oh. 


1342 William Occam, o6. 


1345 Abulfeda, Hat. ob. 


Richard of BurvT ob. 
1350 Jo. & Niath. Vil 
lani, Hut. fl- 


15#0 Ph.Viilani, 


tol. it. 


1 I 
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llliistTKms PersoiUH. 

1362 

rhalaw pleadings in England changedfrom French 
to English. 

1363 Edward Balio], o/y. 

1361 

Charles T. King of France. 


1370 

^ Pope Gregory XL 



rVoBERT II. King of Scotland. 

I,*?*! E. Petrarch, Po. oh 

1377 

rhe Pope’s return from Avignon to Rome. 

l~7C Ci. Poccace, Po. 

- . 

ilvlClidCD II. King of England. 

— ‘Ed. Black Pr. ob. 


IVickliffe’s doctrines propagated in Englaml. 

1,T77 Kalph llii^deH, i/ks/ 
ob. 

1 II 

rhe schism ot the double Popes at Rome and Avig- 
non begins, and continues thirty-eight years. 
Pope Urban VI. Rome. 

^ Pope Clement VII. Avignon. 


VV^ENCESLAus Empcror of Germany, deposed in 
1400. 


1380 

Charles VI. King of France. 

Mat. of Westin. Uid. c'' 


Tamerlane invades and subdues Chorassan. 

— Bert, du Gucsclin, oh 

1381 

Wat Tyler’s and Jack Straw’s insurrection in 
England. 

Peace between Venice and Geii.oa. 

Bills of Exchange first used in England. 


1383 

Cannon first used by the English in the defence 
of Calajs. * . 


1884 

Philip the Bold, Duke of Burgundy, succeeds to 
the Earldom of Flanders. 

1385 Wicklifle, oh. 

1386 

Tamerlane subdues Georgia. 


1388 

Battle ot Otterburn betwx-en Percy (Hotspui) and 
Douglas. 


1389 

^ Pope Boniface IX. 


1390 

Robert III. King of Scotland. 


— 

te? Bajazet I. Emperor of the Turks. 


1391 

iMailUel II, (Palmologus) Emperor of the East. 


1392 

\The Cape of Good Hope discovered by tbe Por- 
tuguese. 


1394 

The Jews banished from France by Charles VI. 
Pope Benedict XIII. 


1395 

Sigismund King of Hungary defeated by Bajazet I 

. 1595 Henry Knyrrlito'' 

1398 

Tamerlane subdues part of Hindostan, and takes 
Delhy. 

j Hut. oh. 

1S99 

IV. King of England. 

Froissart, Hist. oh. 

1400 

Sir John Gower, Poet, oh 

Rupert of the Lower Palatinate Emperor of Ger. 
many. 

1400 Geoffrey Chau'-'*^''' 
Pofty ob. 
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1^02 Bajazet is taken prisoner by Tamerlane in the bat- 
tle of Angoria. 

^ Solyman I. Emperor of the Turks. i 

Battle of Homildon Hill» in which the Scots are 

, defeated. 

IdOS Battle of Shrewsbury in which Hotspur is killed. 

MOT 5f Pope Iiinbcent VIE 
ld05 Death of Tamerlane. 

1406 James I. King of Scotland. Hos Owen Glendoiir, 

Pope Gregory ^I. 

1409 Council of Pisa, \\’herc Pope Gregory is deposed. I 400 Nich.Flainel,.4/c^ 

■ ^ l\Iusa Emperor of the Turks. 

Pope Alexander V. 

1410 JossE (Marquis of Brandenburgh) Emperor of 

Germany. 

51 Pope John XXIII. 

1411 SioisMUND Emperor of Germany. 

The University of St. Andrew’s in Scotland 

founded. • 

1419 K^envn V. England, 

1414 Council of Constance, in which two Popes w'cre 

deposed, and the Popedom remained vacant 
near three years. 

« Mahomet 1. Ejmperor ol the Turks. 

1415 Henry V. defeats the French at Agmeourt. ii\5 Em. Chrj^soloras 

Joln/Huss condemned by the Council of Con- 

stance for heresy, and burnt. 

1416 Jerome of Prague condemned by the same Coun- 

cil, and burnt. 

1417 flTope Martin V. ^ 

Paper first made from linen rags. iV" r, p'f 1 

_ I . . , tlifi Knrf 11-M ( h'ArticV. / orL OO. i 


P. AiJJy, TJicol. o/kI 


“island of Madeira discovered by the Porta- Alain CliarucT, /V/, 


John ^U. (Palmologus) Emperor of the liast. I „■ i i 

, , • pt MCC J. WtilsiDGniiiiJ, 

Amurath besieges Coijstantmoplu 

Amurath II. Emperor ol the Turks. 

VI. King of England. 

mJ'S'tf Sc.»n in Scoiliad ‘r 

James I. 

i i 2 
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1428 . 

Joan of Arc, the Maid of Orleans, compels the 
English to raise the siege of that town. 

Monstrelet, Hist.ji. 

1 

1531 ' 

^ Pope Eugene IV. 

Joan d’Arc, ob. 1 

-- 

Rise of the Medici family at Elorence. 

i 

1436 

Paris recovered by the French from the English. 


1437 

J AMES 11. King of Scotland. 

1 

" 1 

1438 

Albert II. Emperor of Germany. 

1 

1439 

Re-union of the Greek and Latin churches. 

The Pragmatic Sanction established in France. 

Scanderbeg, fi. 

1440 

Frederic III. Emperor of Germany. 

Thomas Walsingham, 


Invention of the art of printing by John Gutten- 

Eisi. fi. 


berg at Sttasburg. 

1443 L. Aretin, ob. 

1444 

Ladislaus King of Hungary killed in battle with 
the Turks. 


H45 

Constantine (Palaeologus) Emperor of the East 


1446 

Great inundation of the sea in Holland. 


1447 

5[ Pope Nicholas V. 

1447 Humph. D. of 


Rise of the Sforza family at Milan. 

Gloucester, ob. 

1450 

^•Mahomet II. Emperor of thd' Turks. 


1453 

Constantinople taken by the Turks.— Extinction 
OF THE Eastern Empire of the Romans. 

Eud of the English government in France. 


1455 

5[ Pope Calixtus III. 

Battle of St. Alban’s, where Henry VI. is taken 

1 prisoner by the Duke of York. 


1458 

^ Pope Pius 11. iEneas Sylvius. 


1459 j 

The art of engraving on copper invented. 

1459 Poggio of Florence, 
ob. 

John Fust, fi. 

1460 I 

J AMES III. King of Scotland. 


Battle of Wakefield, where the Duke of York is 

1460 J. Gutteaburg, o5. 


. killed. 


1461 

CBttodCD IV. King of England. 

Lexvis XL King of France. 

Battle of Teuton, in which the party of Lancaster 
is defeated. 

Rowley, Po. of Brist.fi. i 

1464 

^ Pope Paul II. 

1464 Cosmo de Medici, 

1468 

The Orkney and Shetland islands given to 

ob. 

James* HI. of Scotland, as the dowry of Chris- 

1465 Laur. Valla, o5. 


tiern of Denmark’s daughtei^. 

— iEn. Sylvius, o5 

1470 

Henry VI. restored to the throne of England. 

1470 Regiomontanus, oh.\ 

1471 

Battle of Barnet, where Warwick is killed. — Bat- 
tle of Tewkesbury, where the Lancasterians are 
totally defeated. 

1471 Th. a Kempis, o5. j 

i 
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lEdward IV. restored. — Prince Edward of Lan 
caster basely murdered by Clarence and Glou 
cester. — Death of Henry VI. 

Pope Sixtus IV. 

|The Cape de Verd islands discovered by the Por- 
tuguese. 

Edward IV*. invades France. — Peace of Pacquigni 
purchased by the French. 

The conspiracy of the Pazzi against the Medici at 
Florence suppressed. The authority of Lorenzo 
de Medici established. 

Ferdinand and Isabella unite the kingdoms of Ar- 
ragon and Castile. 

Russia freecT from subjection to the Tartars bv 
John, 

^Bajazet IL Emperor of the Turks. 

Charles VI 11. King of France. 

jfitoai'iJ V. King of England. — Richard Duke] 
of Gloucester Protect^or. 

Edward V. and ins brother murdered. 

I\icl3dl& 111- King of England. 

5[ Pope Innocent VIIL 

Battle of Bosworth, in which Richard III. is 
killed. , I 

VII. King of England, first of the housej 
of Tudor. — Union of the houses of York and 
Lancaster. 

AMES IV. King of Scotland. . ^ i 

Qranada taken by Ferdinand and Isabella. — hnd 
of the kingdom of the Moors in Spam. 

r Pope Alexander VI. (Borgia). . 

Hispaniola and Cuba discovered by Christopher 
Columbus. 

Maximilian 1. Emperor of Germany, 

Expedition of Charles VIIL into Naples. 

Algebra first known in Europe. 

1 America discovered by Columbus. 

XlTe Portuguese under Vasco de Gama double, 
tL Cape Of Good Hope, and sad to the East 

I Indies. 

preaching against the v.ce. of the clerg) . 


lllustriow Perton*. 


U71 

U74- 

U75 

1178 

H79 


1*181 

MSS 


M8k 

M85 


1188 

M91 

1192 


1193 

M94 


1197 

1198 


1472 Card. BeflsarioD,a4. 


14 78 Thpod. Gaia, o6. 


14B1 Philelphus, oi. 
B. Platina, Hitt. ob. 


Piciis Mirandola, Ji. 
Pomponiuij Laetus, ITitt 

fl 

Alexander ah Alcxandro, 
Hni.fl. 

14 B 0 Boiardo, Poet, oh 
CJialconiiiJes, Hut. f. 
|l4tn Annio dc W'rtibo, 
oh. 

1492 \\'illiam ('axton, 
Printer, oh. 

.jorenzo di* Medici, oh. 
IPolitian, oh. 


1498 Savantrola, o6. 
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Illmtrioiis Persons. 

U99 

Lewis XII. takes possession of the Milanese. 

1499 Marcillus Ficinuv 


Sebastian Cabot lands in North America. 

oh. 

1500 

' 

Vasquez de Gama, Ji. 


Brazil discovered by the Portuguese. 



Maximilian divides Germany into six circles, and 
adds four more in 1512. 

1502 Peter Mart} r, 

1503 

^ Pope Pius III. 
j Pope Julius 11. 

Battle of Cerizoles in which the French lose 
Naples. 

1505 Jov. Pontanus, oi). 

150* 

Philip I. King of Spain 1506. Jane his 

Queen. 

1504 P. Beroaldus, Hisi. 
ob. 

1507 

Madagascar discovered by the Portuguese. 

^^00’ Columbus, ob.' 

1508 

League of Cambray against the Venetians. 

1507 Cmsar Borgia, oh. 

1509 

i^CUrp VlIl.King of England. 

1508 Americauub Ves[)u- 


Battle of Agnadello, May IL 

1509 Pliil. de Comiiies, 

1511 

Cuba conquered by the Spaniards, 

Selim I. Emperor of the Turks. 

Hut. ob. 

1512 

The French defeat the Venetians in the battle of 
Ravenna. 

1512 Gaston de Foix, ob 
Rob. Fal)ian, Hkl. ob. 

1513 

Battle of Flodden, fatal to the Scots, Sept. 11. 

The English defeat the French in the battle of 
the Spurs. 

1513 Aldus Maimtius, oh. 


J AMES V. King of Scotland. 

^ Pope Leo X. . 

Fabian, Hut. Ji. 

1515 

Francis I. King of France* 

Battle of Marignan, in which the French defeat 
the Swiss. 

Cocl.Rhodigin, Gram.f 

1516 

Charles!. (Emperor tharles V.) King of Spam. 
Barbarossa seizes the kingdom of Algiers. 

1516 Bap. Mantuaiius 

Poety ob. 

1517 

The Reformation in Germany begun by Luther. 
The Turks put an end to the reign of the Ma- 
melukes in Egypt. 

Card. Ximenes, oh. 

1518 

Leo X. condemns Luther’s doctrines. 

Card. Adrian, oh. 

1519 

Charles V. Emperor of Germany. 

Magellan explores the South Seas. . 

1519 John Colet, oh. 

1520 

fe^Solyman II. (the Magnificent) Emperor of the 
Turks. 

Sweden and Denmark united. 

1520 Raphael daUrbino. 

Painter, ob. 

, — H. Boece, Hut. oh. 


Massacre of Stockholm by Christiern 11. and 
Archbishop Trollo. 

— Hen. Stephen, sen. 
Pr. ob. 

— Leonardo da Vinci, 

1521 

m Pope Adrian VI. 

Gustayus Vasa King of Sweden. 

Paintevt ob. 
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\5^2\ 

15^22 



152,3 

152rj 

1527 

152S 

1529 


CorLez coiiqtluics the couqui-st of Mexico. 

Tlic first voya;^u round ilie world performed by a 
ship ol' iMapelUifs squadron. 

Rhodes taken by the Turks. 

Solyrhan tlie blaynifieent takes Tel^oadc. 

^ Po[)e Clement Vll. 

Sweden ai^l Denmark embrace the Protestant 
faith. 

Battle oflkuia, in v\hich Ih'ancis I. is taken pii- 
souer l)v f'hailesV. 

Ti eaty of 51adi id between Charles Vk and Fi aneis I. 
w’heii the latter is set at hberty. 

Rome taken and plundered by Chailes Y. 

Pizarro and Dalma^o meade the empire of Peiu. 

Revolution of Citmoa by Andrea Doiia. 

(jiistavus Erieson crowned Kiny^ ol‘ Sweden. 

Diet .of Spires against the Huguenots, then lirst 


1550 

1551 

1552 


1554- 


termed Protestants. 

Peace of Cambray, August 5. 

The league of Smalcald bctw'een*tlie Protestants. 
Michael Seivetus burnt lor heresy at (Jeneva. 

The treaty of Nuremberg, August 2. 

The Court of Session in Scotland new-modelled b) 
James V. i 

The Reformalior\takcs place in England. i 

^ Pope Paul 111! ^ _ i 

Barbarossa seizes the kingdom of Tunis. 

Jack of Levdcii heads the Anabaptists at Mum, 


1555 

1558 

1540 

1542 


ster. 

The society of the Jesuits instituted by Ignatius 
* Loyola. 

Expedition of Charles V, against Tunis. 

Treaty of Nice between Charles V, and Francis 1. 
The Bible in English appointed to be read m the 
Churches of England. _ 

Dissolution of the monasteries m England by 
Henry VIH, 

Defeat of the Scots at Solway Moss. 


1544 

1545 


Mar’v (iucen of Scotland. at • .i . 

fhe French defeat the troops ol Charles \ . in the 
battle of Cerizoles. Tlie treaty of Crepi. 

[he Council of Trent begins* which continued 
eighteen years. 

rhe Scots defeat the English at Anciani Muu. 

I I 4 


lihistrvjm Pc}\^olU• 


15CC UouglaSv 

Poi i, ob. 

1 VJZ A!i‘.\ . .lb Au'\ oh 
— ■ P, MCd'ii'i full, i5. 

l.'ca Lmarit', Med 
<d>. 

Jo. Ibstor, 'J7e.<>/. 

1 aJ7 ( Fii. (ic Rom b.'oi. 
— J Fj'obt'i], 73 ub. 
lo JS A. Dili or, rcnit. Jk 

M;u‘hi‘avL‘l,/5.jA tdj. 


IJ.lo B, Donatii-i, (A ob. 

— A, Alcial, 1\h /, oh. 

— .'^aiaKt/uriiu, PorV, ob, 
n.ZJ Ziiiiiybiih, ok 

— ( k’folamji.ulmi, uh. 

— C:u 5 . A\'okd'\ , ‘d) 

1 "Z") jai l. Ariubto, Voct, 

1 .'Z'J C'orn. Agripp. ob. 


1 'l.ZZ Sir Til. Alori', ok 
NF \u'uiMU Vhd.ji. 
Ij.ZO ifrasimis, o,k 


1 THO Ikidi'iis Ictus, ob. 
— yKobaiuis llcb^as, Vo. 
ob . 

' — CiuH ciarJiui, ob. 
— Jo Major, 77 1*7. ok 
—Jo. Bale, jl. 

KZ-Jl Paracckus, 
oh 

lIZic Alb. Pigliiii^, Malh, 

ok 

1,5 nCopcrnicuh, 
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JUitstrioui Persons, 

Cardinal Beaton, Archbishop of St. Andrew’s, 1 544 L. Ba'if, Poet, obT^ 
assassinated. -- Cl. Marot, Poet, ob. 

Fiesco’s conspiracy at Genoa. — 01 . Magnus, //w/, ob. 

The battle of Mulberg, in which the Protestants Bellai, ob. 
are defeat, ed, and the Elector of Saxony taken If 
prisoner. — Mart. Luther, ob. 

V 1. King of England. Lud. Vives, ob. 

• Henry IL King of France. — Card. Bembo, ob. 

Battle of Pinkey in Scotland, where the Scots are "" Geog. oh. 

defeated by the English, December 10 . “ 

The Interim granted by Charles V. to the PfQ. 
testants 1550 Trissino, Ppe^, o 6 . 

If' Pope Julius III. A 

The treaty of Passau between Charles V. and the lyjart BuceroJ ” ^ 
Elector of Saxony, for the establishnicut 
Lutheranism. 

^drp Queen of England. t- n u i t 

Lady Jane Grey beheaded. a 

-r -n TVT 11 TT — J. Jlubravius, iiwr. Oft. 

f Pope Marcel us II. , _ Fracastoriu, >«<•<, ob 

^ Pope Paul IV. ^ Polyd. Virgil, oft. 

Many bishops burnt in England by Mary. — Agricola, Med. ob. 

Ferdinand I. Emperor of Germany. 1556^ Ign. Loyola, oft. 

Philip 11. King of Spain. — Pet. Aretin, oft. 

Philip IL defeats the French at St. Quintin. ~ Archbp. Cranmer, oft. 

Calais taken by the French from the English. 

^ ^ J. P. Valenanus, 

(EltjiVuftJ) Queen of England. oft. 

The French defeated in the battle of Gravelines. — J. C. Scaliger, oft. 
Mary Queen of Scots married to the Dauphin. — Aldrouandus, oft. 

^ PopD Pius IV. 1559 R. Stephens, PnVift 

Francis IX. King of France. e 

Treaty of Catteau Cambresis. 

Charles IX. King of France. 1 5^0 Mich, de 1’ Hospital, 

Conspiracy of Amboise, formed by the party of Chan.Ji. 

Cond^ against that of Guise, — Beginning or the — Andrew Doria, oft. • 
civil wars in France. 

The Reformation completed in Scotland by John 
Knox. 

The Papal authority abolished by Parliament in 
Scotland. 

Mary Queen of Septs arrives in Scotland from 
France. 

Battle of Dreux. — Victory Df the Guises over 

tond^ 1565 Seb. Castalio, oft. 

Council of Trent finishes. Roeer Ascham. oft. 


1559 R. Stephens, Pnwft 
oft. 


1560 Mich.de THospital, 


1565 Seb. Castalio, oft. 
— Roger Ascham, oft. 
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Illustrious Persons. 


Maximilian II. Emperor of Germany. 

Siepe of Malta by the Turks’, who are defeated. 

5f Pope Pius VI, » 

Revolt of the Netherlands from Philip 11. 

Murder of David Rizzio in Scotland. 

^ Selim II. Emperor of the Turks. 

The Duke of Alva sent by Philip to the Nether- 
lands. 

King Henry Darnley murdered, February 9. 

J AMES VI. King of Scotland. 

Mary Queen of Scots flies into England for pro- 
tection. 

Philip II. exterminates the Moors from Spain. 

Puts to death hk son Don Carlos. 

The Earl of Murray, Regent of Scotland, assas- 
sinated by Hamilton. 

Tbe battles of Jarnac and Moncontour in France, 
in which the Protestants are defeated. 

Naval victory at Lepanto, whei^ the Turks arc 
defeated by Don .John of Austria. 

Pope Gregory XHI. 

The massacre of St. Bartholomew, August 24?. 

Hflerlcm taken by the Spaniards, 

Hcnr^ IIL King of France. 

Socinius propagales his opinions. 

Don Sebastian King of Portugal invades Africa, j 

Memorable siege of Leyden, raised by the Prince^ 
of Orange, and the Admiral Boissot. 

Araurath III. Emperor of the Turks. I 

^ODOLPHUS II. Emperor of Germany. 

The league in France formed against the Pro- 
testants. 

The Spaniards under Don John of Austria de- 
feated in the battle of Rimenant. 

Commencement of the Republic of Holland by the 
union of Utrecht. — Maestriebt taken by the 
Spaniards. 

Battle of Alcagar, the Portuguese under Don Se- 

‘ bastian defeated by Muley Moluck. 

Philip H. takes possession of Portugal. 

The world circumnavigated by Sir Francis Drake. 

The Raid of Ruthven in Scotland. — James VL 
seized by the Earl of Gowrie, 


15()4 Jo, Calvin, Thcol. 
vh. 

— Micliael Angelo Buo- 
narotti, Vtunier, ob. 

1565 Con. Gesner, Phil^ 
oh. 

— Adrian Tnrnebiis, oh. 

1566 Hier Vida, Fo. ob. 

— Han. Caro, Foct^ub. 

— Castle vetro, Crit. ob. 

1567 Anne de Mont- 
morency, Constable of 
France, ob. 


1569 Bern.Tasso, Po.Ji.\ 


1572 John Knox, ob. 

I — Adin. Coligni, oh. 

— H. C'ardaii, ob. 

— Peter Ramus, ob. 

157-1 Paul Manutius, oh. 

— Caincrarius, oh. 


1576 Titian Vecelli, 
Fainter, ob. 

P. Andrew Matheolus, 
Med.fl. 

1579 Camoens, Poet, oh. 
— Sir Thomas Grcbiuim, 

oh. 


15SO Palladio, 

I5B1 Ja.Chrichton, Jdm. 
ob. 

— Osorius, 0^. . 
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1582 

1584 

1585 

1587 

1588 

1589 

1590 


1591 

1592 

1594 

1596 

1598 


1600 

1602 

1603 

1605 

1608 


The Style introduced into Italy by Pope 
Gregory X]IL the 5th of Octobefbeing counted 
the 15th. 

William I, Prince of Orange murdered at Delft. 
Virginia discovered by Sir Walter Rawleigh. 
Embassy from four Kings of Japan to Philip II. 

J Pope Sixtus V. 

chah Abbas the Great King of Persia. 

Mary Queen of Scots beheaded at Fotheringav. 
Destruction of the Spanish Armada by the Eng- 
lish. 

Henry HI. of France murdered by Jacques Cle- 
ment. 

Henry IV, {the Great) Knig of France. 

The battle of Ivry, which rums the League in 
France. 

^ Pope Urban VII. 

JT Pope Gregory XIV. 

The University of Dublin erected. 

5f Pope Innocent IX. ♦ 

Presbyterian church-government established in 
Scotland. 

^ Pope Clement VIII. 

The Bank of England incorporated, 

^ Mahomet III. Emperor of the Turks. 

Cadiz taken by the English. 

Edict of Nantes, tolerating the Protestahts in 
France. 

Peace of V5rvins concluded between France and 
Spain. 

Philip III. King of Spain. 

Tyrone^s rebellion in Ireland. 


Gowrie’s conspiracy in Scotland. 

The Earl of Essex beheaded,' 

The English East India Company established. 
Decimal Arithmetic invented' at Bruges. 

JfltllCS I, (VI. of Scotland) King of Great Bri- 
tain. 

Union of the crowns of England and Scotland. 

^ Achmetl. Emperor of the Turks, 

The Gun-powder-plot discovered. 

S Pope Paul V. 

alileo discovers the Satellites of Jupiter. 


Illusirtoiu Per son <i 
1582 G. Buchanan, oh. 


15S5 Bodinui, oh. 

— C'ar. Sin;oniui5, nb. 

— Ronsard, Porl^ vb. 
1580' Sir Ph. Sydney, 

1 1588 Paul Veronese, 
Fainlrr, oh. 

M. Frobisher, Kav. Jl. 


1 590 J.,Cujas, Soius.^ oh. 
— Du Bai'tas, Foct^ ob. 


1591 Pancirolhis, 

B. Brissonius, ob. 

1592 M. Montague, ub. 


1594 Tintoret, Fainta. 

ub. W 

1595 Acidalius, Crif. <ib. 

— Tor(|. Tasso, Fo. ob. 
1590 Aid. Maniitiusjjiin, 

(A). 

Sir Francis Drake, oh. 

1597 Jan. Doufa, jun. oA. 

1598 Hen. Stephens, jun. 
ob. 

— E. Spenser, Foot, oh. 
R. Honker, D.D. oh. 
1000 Riccoboni, oA. ’ 
1601 Tycho Braclie, 

Fhil. ob. 

1605 Janus Dousa, sen 
ob. 

Kepler, Phil. fl. 
Masenius, Po. ii. 
lohn Stow, Ant. ob. 
Galileo, Phi. fl. 
Theodore Beza, ob. 

160$ Justus Lipsius, ob. 
1607 Card. Baronius, ob. 
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Arminius propagates his opinions. 

Henry IV. of France murdered by Kavaillac. 
LetiHs XIIL of France. 

The Moors expelled from Spain by Philip III. 
Hudson’s Pay discovered. 

Baronets first created in pngland by James I. 
MATTHiA«»Empcror of Gt^any. 

Logarithms invented by NiPer of Merchiston- 
Settlcmcnt of Virginia by Sir Walter Ravvlcigh. 

^ Mustapha Emperor of the Turks. 

The Synod of Dort in Holland. 

Discovery of the circulation of the blood by Dr. 
Harvey. 

I'EiiDjN \ND II. Emperor of Germany. 

Vanini bunrt at Thoulouse for atheism.] 

The battle of Prague, by which the Elector Pala- 
tine loses his Electorate. 

The English make a settlement at Madras. 
Navarre united to France. 

^ Othman ll. Emperor of the Ttirks. 

Philip IV. King of Spain. 

Batavia built and settled by the Dutch. 

^ Pope Gregory XV. 

Amurath IV. Emperor of the Turks. 

^ Pope Urban VJII. 

Institution of the Knights of Nova Scotia by 
James I. 

1. King of Great Britain. 

The island of Barbadoes planted ; — the first Eng- 
lish settlement in the West Indies. 

Knights Baronets first created in Scotland. 

League of the Protestant Princes against the 
Emperor. 

Gustavus Adolphus killed in the battle of Lutzen. 
Christina Queen of Sweden. 

The French Academy instituted. 

Ferdinand III. Emperor of Germany. 

Bagdat taken by the Turks. 

The Solemn League and Covenant established in 

Scotland. . , , • i r 

John Duke of Braganza recovers the kingdom ol 

Portugal. 

The Irish Rebellion, and Massacre of the 1 rotest-, 
ants, October 23,. 


lilusiTwxiS Persons.] 

IGO') Jos. ScSigcr, o/j. 

— All, Turacci, Paint, oh. 
IGIO Borcalini, 

1G14 Is. (Visauhon, oA. 
IGl 5 Et. ob. 

IGIG W. S!rdks|)carc, o/i 
1G17 Njipier of Merchis- 
ton, ob. 

— Helvicus, oh, 

— Do Tliou, Hnt. o6. 

— Aqiiillon, Jilalh. ob. 

IGIH Card. Perron, n/j. 

— Sir Walter Kawlci^h, 

ob. 

Alig. Cervantes, ob. 
\^ossii]s, Crit.Ji. 


] GCJ ( anl. BcllanDin,o/>. 

— John Barclay, ob. 

loC'j Sir Henry Saville, 
ob. 

16^23 Will. Camden, //wZ. 

oh 

— Paul Sarpi, oh. 

lG‘i4 Marianna, dii*. 


1G27 Jan. Gnitcrus, oh. 
1(;2H Malherbe, Po, ol). 
[Guido Rhcni, 
jRiibens, Painl. fi. 

[Bacon, hd. Vcmlam, ob. 
Fain. StraJa, ll'ut. Ji. 
1630 Kiplcr, ob, 

1G~: II. C. Davila, i/i5F 

oh. 

\b7>2 1 l. k\\ea,j\falh.ob. 

1 G3.J Lope (le Wga, Poet, 
ob. 

\lex, Tassoni, Po. ob. . 
IC38 Ben Johniion, ob. J 
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Illmtrious Persons. 


^ Ibrahim Emperor of the Turks, 1640 Achelini, Po.ob. 

The Earl of Strafford beheaded. ~ Ph. Massinger, Po. oh. 

Beginning of the Civil War in England. — The Eubens, oo. 
battle of Edgehiil, October 23. 1641 Maximil. Duke ol 

Lewis XIV. King of France. VMmivin a 

Anne of Austria Regent of France. _ Spelman, o3. 

Archbishop Laud impeached byj(Je Commons, __j Domenichin'o, 
tried and beheaded. 1642 (^aiileo, 

Pope Innocent X. — Card. Richelieu, ob. 

Revolution in China by the Tartars. — (Juido Rhcni, ob. 

Charles I. defeated in the battle of Naseby. Harnpclcn, o^. 

Sir Robert Spottiswoode, President of the Session, Bcntivoglio, Hist. 

beheaded 20t_hJanuary. Rob ' Baker, 

The peace ot Westphalia. — The civil war ot the_ Chillingworth, oP 


Fronde at Paris. _ Van Helmont, ob. 

Charles I. of England beheaded. 1645 H. Grotius, o/;. 

The Commonwealth of England begins. 1647 Quevedo, Po. ob. j 

^ Mahomet IV. Emperor of the Turks. 1648 \'oiturc, ob. 

The Marquis of Montrose put to death. Dnimmoncf, 

Battle of Dunbar. — Covenauters defeated by I 

^ 1649 r. Strada, ob. 

tromweil. 1650 Jo. Jcr. Vossiiis,o/; 

The battle of Worcester won by Cromwell. Cartes, Phil. ob. 

The first war between the English and Dutch. Jones, Arch. oh. 

Dark or Mirk Monday, 30th March. ^ 1652 Petavius, ob. 

The Dutch fleet defeated by Monk, 30 ships tal^^en 1655 Salaiuasius, ob. 

and Van Tromp killed, July 30th. ' G. Naud^, ob. 

End of the Commonwealth of England. — Oliver J^'54 Balzac, o^. 

Cromwell Lord Protector. 

The English under Admiral Penn, take possession 

of Jamaica. _ — Archbp. Usher, o5. j 

Christina Queen of Sweden resigns the Crown to__£)an. Heinsi\]s, Po. oh.\ 


Des Cartes, Phil. ob. 
Inigo Jones, Arch. ob. 
1652 Petaviiis, oh. 


Charles X. 

5f Pope Alexander VII. 

Dunkirk delivered to the English. 

Leopold I. Emperor of Germany. 

Richard Cromwell Lord Protector of England. 


1 656 Nic. Poussin, Faini. 
oh. 

1657 W. Harvey, ob. 

— Adm. Blake, oh. ' 

1658 Casp. Barthius, 


xi,iL.uaiu V'l wilin' cu xiwiu Pn t nh 

The peace of the Pyrenees between France and PM.fi '. 

Spain. Pascal, oh. 

IL King of Great Britain. — Restor- 1660 H. Hammond, oi. 
ation of Monarchy. 

The peace of Oliva between Sweden, Denmark, 

and Poland. ' ‘ ^ i 

Die Marquis of Argyle beheaded for Treason, I66i Card Mazann, 

2YthMV w f* r’ 

The Royal Society , i|»tituted in England. jPermat, Math.fl. 
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A n. 


1662 

1(363 


166^ 

1(165 

1666 


1667 


1668 

1669 

1670 
1672 

1674- 

1676 

1678 

1679 


1682 

1683 


,1685 


1686 

1687 

1688 

1689 


Ilhustrinus PcTxnni- 


Dunkirk soiii back to the French. 

Carolina planted. 

The French Acaiiemy of Inscriptions instituted. 
The second Dutch war begins. 

Charles II. King of Spain. 

Great plague in London. 

Great fire of London. ^ 

The Academy of Sciences instituted in France. 
Sabatei Levi, in Turkey, pretends to be tlie Mes- 
siah. 

The Scots Covenanters defeated on Pentland hills. | 
The peace of Breda, wTich confirms to the English 
Pennsylvania, New York, and New Jersey. 

5f Pope Clement IX. 

The Spanish Netherlands invaded by Lewis XIV. 
The peace of Aix-la-Chapelle. 

The island of Candia taken by the Turks. 

Pope Clement X. 

Lewis XIV. coiHjucrs great part of Holland. 

The De Witts put to death in Holland. 

John Sobieski King of Poland. 

^ Pope Innocent XL 
C'arolina planted by the English. 

The peace of Nimcguen, July 31. 

The Habeas Cormjs Act passed in England. 

The Long Parliament of Charles 11, dissolved. 

The Scots Covenanters defeated at Bothwell 
Bridge by the Duke of Monmouth, June 22. 
Peter the Great Czar of Muscovy. 

Execution of Lord Russel, 21st July. 

Execution of Algernon Sydney, 7th December, 
ffhe siege of Vienna by the Turks, raised by John 
Sobieski. 

Tamcii H- King of Great Britain. 

Revocation of the edict of Nantes by Lewis XIV. 
Duke of Monmouth beheaded. 

The Newtonian philosophy first published in Eng 

land. . 

The league of Augsburg against France. 

« Soliman Ii;. Emperor of the Turks. 

Revolution in Britain.— King James abdicates thcj 
throne, December 23. 
aailitnm and f arp King and Queen of Great 

Epfs^acy abolished in Scotland by King Willian. 


Ab. Cowley, Po. oi. I 
Sam. Bochart, 


1 6(^.0 Sir John Denliam 
Foci, ab. 

ICTl Mot. le Vayer, o6. 
j — Oronoviiifi, Aiit. ob 
I — Molicre, Port, ob. 

1 1)72 (Jianc. SegnicT,oi^. 
1674 John Milton, oh. 

— iiahhatlie, ob. 

[Kd E. of ( ’larenilon, ob. 
\f)75 Turciinc, ob. 

1 1670 De Rii\ter, ob. 

I — Sir Mat. Hale, ob. 

167H Sfiinosa, 

1 (,70 Th. Hobbes, ab. 

|— D. (le Roehefoucaiilt 
')b. 

Card, dc Retz, oh. 

— Mezerav, IJiA. ob. 
lo'SO T Bartolin, ob. 

— Sain. Butler, ob. 

— T. Otuay, ]‘o. ob. 

— Mad. liourienon, ub. 
I— Athan. Kirchcr, ob. ' 

,GH1 Montc'cuculi, ob. 

|sir J Marshani, On on oh. 
16 R 2 Sir T. Brown, Fh^n. 
ob. 

|— Anth. Ashley Cooperj 
E. of Shaftesbury, 

1683 J. B. Colbert, o6 

— Aleernon Sydney. 

1684 Pet. Corneille, ob. j. 
1686 Maimbourgh, 

ob. 
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A, D, 

1689 


1690 

1691 

1692 


1694 

1695 

1697 


1699 

1700 


1701 

1702 


1703 

U04 

1705 

1706 


Battle of (xillicrankie. — The King’s troops de- 
feated. — The Viscount of Dundee slain, July 
16. 0. S. 

H Pope Alexander VIII. 

Battle of the Boyne, July 1. 

Pope Innocent XII. 

^ Achmet II. Emperor of the Turks. 

Battle of La Hogue, May 19. 

The massacre of Glencoe in Scotland, Jan. 31. O.S. 
Battle of Steenkirk. — King William defeated by 
Luxemburgh, July 24. 

Hanover made the ninth Electorate of the Empire. 
Queen Mary of England dies, Dec. 28. 

Namur taken by King Wdliam, June 25. 

^ Mustapha II. Emperor of the Turks, 

Peace of Ryswick concluded, September 11. 

Peter the Great gains a signal victory over the 
Turks, and takes Asoph. 

Charles XII, King of Sweden. 

Peace of Carlovitz concluded, January 26. 

The Scots attempt a Colony at Darien. 


Illustrious Persons. 


Otho Gucric, Math, oh 
168 7 Etl. Waller, Po. oi 
I — Rapin, Poet, oh. 

1688 Du Cange, oh. 

— R. Cudworth, oh. 

— D. of Ormond, oh.' 

C. le Brun, Paint, ob. 

|G. Menage, oh. 

1689 Dr. Thomas Syden-| 
ham, oh. 

1691 R. Boyle, Phil oh. 

! — Sir Cr. Mackenzie, oh 

— Nic. Heinsius, oh. 

691 S. Pufteiidorf, o^. 

— Archbp, Tillotson, oh 
Huygens, Phil. oh. 

1695 La Fontaine, oh. 

— Dr. Busby, oh. 

1696 LaBruyere, ob. 
Racine, oh. 

1699 Bp. Stillingflcct, oh 
Sir Will. Temple, ob. 


Charles Xf 1. begins his first campaign, takes Co- 
penhagen. 

Philip V. King of Spain. • 

f Pope Clement XI. 

Death of James II. at St. Germain’s. 

3lin^ Queen of Great Britain. War against 
France and Spain. 

The English and Dutch destroy the French fleet 
at Vigo. 

iTie French send Colonies to the Mississippi. 

Gibraltar taken by Admiral Rooke, July 24. 

fe? Achmet III. Emperor of the Turks. 

Battle of Blenheim. — The French defeated by 
Marlborough and Prince Eugene, August 2. 

Peter the Great founds St. Petersburgh. 

The English take Barcelona. 

Joseph T. Emperor of Germany. 

Battle of Ramilies. — The French defeated by 
the Duke of Marlborough, May 12. 

The Treaty of Union between England and Scot- 
land, signed July 22. ^ 


1701 John Dryden, oh. 
E. of Sunderland, oh. 

1702 Bouhours, 


1 703 J. G. Grsevius, oh. 
St.EvJ'eniond, Poet, ob. 
Dr. J. Wallis, ob. 

1704 John Locke, 0 ^. 

1705 Jo.Ray, o5. 

1706 Bossuet, Bjj. oh. 

— John Evelyn, ob. 

— P. B^le, ob. 

— Ch. E. of Dorset, oh. 
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A 1) 

17oT 

1708 

1709 


1711 

1713 

17H 

1715 


1710 

1717 

1718 


1720 


1721 


1723 

1724 
'l725 


1726 

1727 


The battle of Almanza. — The French and Spa- 
niards, under the Duke of Berwick, defeat the| 
Allies, 7\pi'il Id*. 

Battle of Oudenarde. — The French defeated by 
Marlborough and Eugene, dune 30. 

Minorca taken by General Stanhope, September 18. 

Batde of Vultowa. — Charles XII. defeated by 
Czar Peter, June 30, 

Batth? of IMalplaquet. — The French defeated b} 
IMarlborough and Eugene, September 11. 

Charles VL Emperor of Germany. 

The peace of FItrecht, signed March 30. 

LTOrtlC I. Elector of Hanover, King of Great 
Britain. 

LcTr/.s’ XV, King of France. 

The d’urks take the Morea from the Venetians. 

The Rebellion in Scotland. — Battle of Sherill- 
muir, iSovember 13. 

Prince Eugene defeats the Turks at Peterwaradin. 

The Turks beaten by Prince Eugene at Belgrade. 

Cliarles XII. of Sweden killed at the siege of 
FTederickshall. 

Peace of Passarowitz between the Emperor, Ve- 
netians, and Turks. 

The Mississippi ^‘►cheme in France projected by 
John Law, breaks up 23d May. 

In the same year the South Sea scheme breaks up 
in England, September. _ 

The kingdom of Sardinia graifted to Victor Ama- 
deus Duke of Savoy. 

^Pope Innocent XIII. 

Peter L of Russia, takes the title of Emperor. 

Regent Duke of Orleans dies. 

Pope Benedict XIII. 

Death of Peter the Great, Czar of Muscovy.— 
Catharine Empress. 

Institution of the order of the Bath. 

Great Earthquake at Palermo, August 21. 

'SrorSC II. King of Great Britain, 

Treaty of Copenhagen between Great Britain and 
Denmark. 

The Spaniards besiege Gibraltar, May 20. I 

Death of Catharine Empress of Russia.— if eter II. 
Emperor. 


lllust) wtis Perso}is. 

1707 M.Vuuban,o6. 
Geo. Far(|uhar, Po. ob. 


1711 X. Boilcau, oh. 

— UAUUs'vW.oiu 
17T2 Cassini, P/iU. ob. 
\sh. (’oopiT, second Earl 

of Sliaftcshniy, oh 
1713 (farlo Maratti, 

1715 Ihaulon, oh. 

— B[) Bnrnet, oh. 

— Malbranehe, Phd. oh. 
Loibnit/, Phil. oh. 

171t) Grono\ius, oi. 

— Loi d Somers, oh. 

1718 Mad. Dacicr, oX 

— J, V. (iravina, ah. 

171') M. Miuntoiion, oL 

— Jos Addison, «/;. 

— h'lainstcaJ, oh. 

1720 Jh'insius, {/'rand 
Pvnsooiar^., oh.. 


1721 Mat. Prior, oh. 

— Hurt, <dL 

] 722 Dacicr, oh 

— John Duke of Marl- 
borouiri), 

— C \ Flenrv, Hdi. oh. 

] 72 3 Sir ('iir. Wren, ob. 

— 11. IVideanx, ob. 

— Dasna^'e, His!, oh. 
172-1 W. Wollaston, oh. 
1727 Kucllcr, o/n 

1727 Sir Is. Nevlon, ob. 
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A.D. 

1728 

1729 

1730 


1731 

1733 

1734 

1735 

1736 

1737 


1738 

1739 


Treaty between Great Britain and Holland, 
May 27. 

The Congress of Soissons, June 14. 

Treaty of Seville between Great Britain, France, 
and Spain, November 9. 

J Pope Clement XII. 

hristian VI. King of Denmark. 

The Persians under Kouli-Khan defeat the Turks. 
^ Mahomet V. Emperor of the Turks. 

Death of Peter II. Emperor of Russia. — Anne 
Iwanowina Empress. 

Treaty between Great Britain, the Emperor, and 
King of Spain, July 22. 

The Jesuits expelled from Paraguay, January. 
Death of Augustus II. King of Poland. — Au- 
gustus III. King. 

Commercial Treaty between Great Britain and 
Russia, December 2. 

The French defeat the Imperialists in Italy, 

Peace between Spain and Austj-ia. 

Kouli-Khan (Nadir-Schah) proclaimed King of 
Persia, September 29. 

War declared between the Emperor and the Turks, 
July 2. 

Lorraine given to Stanislaus 'Ex-Ring of Poland, 
to revert on his death to France. 

Tuscany given to the Duke of Lorraine in 
exchange. 

The Russians invade the Crimea, g « ' 
Nadir-Schah conquers the greatest part of the 
Mogul Empire. 

Treaty between Great Britain and Denmark.' 
Peace between the Emperor and the Turks, 


Ilhutrious Ptnon*. 


1728 J. L’Enfant, ob. 

1729 Dr. Sa. Clarke, ob. 

— Sir Rich. Steel, ob. 

— W. Congreve, Po. ob. 
— John Law, Mississippi, 

ob. 

17.^0 L. Erhard, liist. 

oIk 


1731 Dr. Atterbnry, Bp 
of Rochester^ ob. 

— Daniel Defoe, ob. 

1732 Jo. Gay, Poet, ob. 
1735 Corelli, Mus. oh. 

1734 Dr. J.Arbuthnotjoi 

— Duke of Berwick, ob. 

1735 Dr. Will. Derham, 

ob. 

— Bp. Tanner, Ant. oh, 

— Vcrtot, Hist. ob. 

1736 J. Le Clerc, oh. 

— Lord Lansdown, Poet, 
ob. 

— J. A. Fabricius, oh. 

— Prince Eugene, ob. 

1737 Elis. Rowe, o5. 

— Ld. Chancellor Tal- 
bot, oh. 

1738 Dr. Boerhaave, oh 

1739 Dr. N. Sanderson, 
Math, oh, 


1740 


1741 


August 21. 

Peace between Russia and the Turks, November. 
Portobello taken by Admiral Vernon, November21. 
Frederick III. (the Great) King of Prussia. 

^ Pope Benedict XIV. 

War between Poland and Hungary. 

Death of Charles VI. Emperor of Germany. — 
Maria Theresa Queen of Hungaiy. 

Death of Anne Empress of Russia. — Iwan VI. 
Emperor. 

War between Russia Sweden. 


1740 Eph. Chambers, ob. 
— T. Tickell, Poet, ob. 


1741 Pet. Biirman, oh. 
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.4. D, 


llAl 

Deposition of Iwan Emperor of Russia.— Eliza- 
beth Petrowna Empress. 

Carthagena taken^by Admiral Vernon, June 19. 

— 

The Prussians masters of Silesia, October 20. 

1742 

PeaceCietween Austria and Prussia, June 11. 


Defensive alliance between Great Britain and Prus- 
sia, Novepiber IH. 

Charles VII. (of Bavaria) Emperor of Ger- 
many. 

174-3 

Defensive alliance between Great Britain and Rus- 
sia, February. 

War in Germany between the British, Hungarians, 
French, and Austrians. 

The French defeated by the Allies at Dettinsen, 
June 6. 

1744 

War declared in Great Britain against France, 
Mardi SI. ^ 

The King of Prussia takes Prague. 

Commodore Anson completes his voyage round 
the world. * • 

1745 

Francis I. (of Lorraine) Emperor of Germany. 

Quadruple alliance between Britain, Austria, Hol- 
land, and Poland, January 8. 

The allied army defeated by the French at Fonte- 
noy, April 30. 

Louisburgh and OApe Breton taken by the British 
troops, June 6. 

The Rebellion breaks out in Scotland, July. 

Defeat of th<; King's forces by jjie Rebels at Pres- 
tonpans, September 21. 

Treaty of Dresden between Prussia, Poland, 
^Austria, and Saxony, December 25. 

Death of Charles VU. Emperor of Germany. 

1746 

Defeat of the King’s forces by the Rebels at Fal- 

0 

kirk, January 17. 

Ferdinand VI. King of Spain. 

Frederic V. King of Denmark. 

Count Saxe takes Brussels and Antwerp. 

Victory of Culloden, which puts an end to the 
Rebellion in Scotland, April 16. 

Lords Balmerkio and Kilmarnock beheaded, Au- 

gust 18. . 4 1 1 

Count Saxe defeats the allies at Raucoux, Oct. 11. 

Dreadful earthquake at Lima, Oct. 17. 

VOb. 11. ^ ^ 


Illiistrioui Pertmx.^. 

L 1 

1741 
ob. 

— Ch. Uollin, Ifut. ob, 

— R. Saudtrson, Ant, oh, 

— Card. Polignac, oh. 

1742 Dr. Ediu. Halley, 
Math. ob. 

— Dr. Rich. Bentley, oh, 

— Dr. Boulter, Arch- 
buihop of Arnwg/t, ol). 

— L. Theobald, oh. t 

1743 Jo. Ozell, ob. 

— Fr. Peck, AriL oh. 

— Card, de Fleury, oh. 

— J. (j. Kessler, A?il. oh, 

— Hya. Ricaud, Faint, 
ob. 

— Bishop. Gibson, ob. 

1744 Al. Pope, Fo. ob. 

— Roger Gale, Ant. oh. 


174.7 Dr. Joun. Swift, ob. 
— vSir Rul>ert .Walpole, 

ob. 


1746 Col. Maclnurin, 
Math. ob. 

— Barraticr, Fhil. ob. 
j— T. Southern, Fo. ob. 
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nixistnous Per 


Lord Lovat beheaded, April 9^ 

The french defeat the allied army at Lafeldt, 
July 2. 

Bergen-op’ Zoom taken by the French, September 5. 

The French fleej; defeated by Admiral' Hawke, 

' October 14*. 

Kouli-Khan murdered. — Revolution in Persia. 

Re-establishment of the Stadtholdership in the 
person of the Prince of Orange. 

Peace of Aix-Ia-Chapelle between Great Britain, 
France, Spain, Austria, Sardinia, and Holland, 
October 7. 

League between the Pope, Venetians, &c. against 
the Algerines, &c. 

Joseph King of Portugal. 

Academy of Sciences founded at Stockholm. 

Commercial treaty between Great Britain and 
Spain, October 5. 

Adolphus of Holstein King^of Sw^eden. 

. Peace between Spain and Po:tugal. | 

Death of Frederick Prince of Wales. 

Death of the Stadtholder. — William V. succeeds. 

New Style introduced in Britain, September 2. 
reckoned 14. 

The British Museum established in Montague h ouse. 

Great eruption of TEtna. 

Great earthquake at Constantinople and Cairo, 
September 2. 

« Othman III. Emperjor of the Turks. 

Defeat of General Braddock near Fort du Quesne, 
July 9. 

Lisbon destroyed by an earthquake, Nov. 1. 

‘ War declared between Great Britain and France, 
May 18. 

Surrender of Minorca by Blakeney, June 28. 

Damiens attempts to assassinate Lewis XV. 

King of Prussia defeats the Austrians at ReicHen- 
herg and Prague. 

Count Dauhn. repulses the King of Prussia at 
Kolln, June 18. 

Verden and Bremen taken by the French, August. ■ 

Convention of Clostereeven, September 8. 

The Prussians defeat the French and Austrians at 
^osbach^ November 5. 


1747 Barbeyrac, 

PHI. oh. 

— Th. Cluibbc, oh 

— Dr. J. J. Dilleniii 
BuL oh. 

’ — M. Mattairc, 

— Abp. ©otter, eh. 

E. Holdswortb, (A 
oh. 

— Prcbitlent Forbes, i-/ 

1 748 .la. Thomson, 
oh. 

— Dr. F, Watts, o]>. 

— Dr. Fr. Hutebehoii, - 

— Dr. Geo. Cheyne, < 

— Rev. C. Pitt, Pod, ( 

1749 T. Udell, Dram. ( 

— N. Freret, Chron. o/ 

1750 Dr. Conyers iMi 
dlctoii, oh. 

— And, Baxter, oh. 

— Aaron ilill, Pod, m 
Apost. Zeno, Dram o/ 
17. 'll H. Le)rd Bolin 

broke, oh. 

— Dr. Alex. Monro, sc 

oh. 

— Dr. Doddridrre, ob. 

1752 Will. Cheseldc 
jhiat. ob. 

— Bp. Butler, oh. 

— Will. Whistoii, Mui 
oh. 

— Card. Alberoni, oh. 

1753 Berke’V) Bp. < 
Clopne, oh. 

— Sir Hans Sloanc, o/ 

1754 Dr. Rich. Mead, ( 

— Henry Fielding, e(\ 

— De Moivre, Math i 

— H. Pelham, oh. 

— J. Gibbs, Arch. ob. 

1755 M. de Mont( 
q^uieu, ob. 

— Mosheim, ob. 

— Dr. R. Rawlinson, ( 

1756 Gilb. West, ob. 

I — Cassini, ob. 

17 57Colley Cibber, ‘Gn 
ob. 
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A. D. 


1757 


1758 


1759 


1760 


1761 

1762 


1763 


1764 


The King of Prussia master of Silesia, December 

21 . 

te* Mustapha III.NEniperor of the Turks. 

K Pope Clement XIIL 
Sencg^ taken by the English, May 1. 

Cap^ Breton taken by the English, June 17. 

The Englishirepulscd at Ticonderoga, July 8. 

The British troops take Louisburg, July 27. 
Count Dauhn defeats the King of Prussia at Huch- 
kirken, October 14. 

The British troops take Fort du Quesnc, Novcm 
her 25. 

Gorec taken by Kep])el, December 29. 
Guadaloupe surrendered to the English, May 1. 
The French defeated by the allied army at .^'lin- 
den, August 1. 

French fleet defeated by Boscawen off Gibrallar, 
August 18. 

Charles III. King of Spain. 

The Jesuits expelled from Portwgal, Septem- 
ber 3. 

General Wolfe takes Quebec, September 17. 
French fleet defeated by Hawke off Bcllislc, No 
vember 20. 

Ferdinand IV. third sou of the King of Spain 
becomes Txing eff Naples. 

Montreal and Canada taken by the British troops, 
September 8. 

(IDcorgr lit King of Great Britain, October 25. 
The King of Prussia defeats the Austrians at Tor- 
gau, November 3. 

Pondicherry taken by the English, January 15. 
Family compact between France and Spain, d:c. 
Martinico surrendered to the English, February 4.j 
Peter III. Emperor of Russia. 

The Jesuits banished from France, August. 
Havannah taken by the English, August 12. 

Peace between Great Britain and France at Fou- 
tainbleau, November 3. 

Catherine IE Empress of Russia. 

Peace between 'Great Britain, France, and Spain, 
at Paris, February 10. 

Death of Augustus III. King of Poland. 

Stanislaus II. King of Poland, 

K K 2 


III lust n(ju‘! Persotus. 


1757 Doni. Cakiiet, 

ticdici,A). ' " I 

— W. MiiitkiAil, i/d'C ob, 

— M. tie FoutcnellCj 
Pott^ oh. 

■ Dr. Herring, Ahp. 
Canlerburp, ob. 

• Cl 111 . Vincr, Lam ob. 

— Reainur, od. 

1758 Rev J. Ilarv('), oh. 

— ]j. Heister, Anat. ub. 

— B. I luiulley, Dravi. ob. 


17.V) (i. Fr. IIiiiiJel,{ 
il/iiv. ob. 


1 7f)0 ('(Hint Ziiizeiulorr, 
oh. 


170 1 Dr.T. Sherlock, oh.\ 

— Bishop lloadle} , oh. 

— Samuel Jtichardson, 
Nov. oh. 

I — Dr. J. LekniiJ, ob. 

Stephen Hales, oh. 
notl Dr. Jamub Bratllt^-, 
jlsii . oh, 

— RoubiKlae, Smlp. ob. 

— Genmiiani, Mus. ob. 
Lady M. Wortlev 

MoiiLie'ic, ob. t 
■ George J^ord Anson, 
ob. 
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A,D. 


W64 


1765 

1766 


1767 


1768 


1769 


1770 

1771 

1772 


1773 


im 


1775 

1776 

1777 


1776 


^ujal^iDowla defeated by Munro at Buxar, Octo4 
ber23. 

Byron’s discov^eries in the South Seas, ' 

The 'Archduke Joseph elected King of the 
Romans. ^ 

Joseph II. Emperor of Germany. 

American stamp-act repealed, March 18. 

The Jesuits expelled from Bohemia and Denmark.] 
Christian VII. King of Denmark. 

Death of Stanislaus Duke of Lorraine, ex-King| 
of Poland. 

Death of the Pretender James Stuart. 

The Jesuits expelled from Spain, Genoa, and 
Venice. 

Wallis and Carteret’s discoveries in the South Seas. 
Royal Academy of Arts established at London. 
ThQ Jesuits expelled from Naples, Malta, and 
Parma. 

Bougainville’s discoveries in the South Seas. 
Genoa cedes Corsica to Fraifce.* 

Pope Clement XIV. [Ganganelli.] 
ooK 8 first discoveries in the South Seas. 

ICorsica taken by the French, June IS.* 
Earthquake at St. Domingo. 

GustavusIIl. King of Sweden. 

Revolution in Sweden, August 19. 

Poland dismembered by Russia, Prussia, and 
Austria. 

Cook's second voyage and discoveries. 

The society of the Jesuits suppressed by the 
Pope’s bull, Augiist 25. 

\Lerxiis of France, 

w Abdhul-AChmet Emperor of the Turks. 
American war commenced, November 15. 

If Pope Pius VI. 

Battle of Bunker's Hill in America, June 7. 

The Americans declare their independence, July 4*. 
Mary Queen of Portugal. 

Ailadelphia taken by the British trodps, Octo-j 
her 3. 

Surrender of General Burgoyne af Saratoga* Oc- 
tober?. . ♦ ' “ 

League between the French and A^ericiM^ Oc- 
tOB(^S0. / ^ 


Illustrious Persons. 


1763 N. Hooke, O^.i 

— W. Shenstone, Po. ob 

1764 R. Dodsley, Pq. oh. 

— Ja. Anderson, Hist, ohj 
— • Ch, Churchill, Fo. oh i 

— VV. Hogarth, En^. oh \ 

— Count Algarotti, oh. j 
1*765 Dr. Etiw. Youni:,i 

Poet, ob. j 

— Dr. Stukeley, Ant. oh." 

— R. Sirason, Math. oh\ 

— Da. Mallet, Poet, oh. \ 

1766 Dr. T. Birch, Hu6 

oh. j 

— Dr. J. Leland, ob. 

— Dr. Sam. Chandler, 
oh. 

— - Dr. Ro. Whytt, Pbys. 
ob. 

— Dr. Zachary Grey, ob. 

1767 PoBtlethwaite, ob. 

1768 Laur. Sterne, oh. i 

— Dr. T. Seeker, Ahjj. j 
of Canterbury, ob. \ 

— J. Short, Opt. ob. 

— Abb^ Winkleman, ob 

— Dr. N. Lardner, ob. 
1*^69 R. Smith, Math, oh 

1770 Abbe NoUet, Phil 
ob. 

— W. Guthrie, Hut. oh. 
rr- T. Cliatterton, Po. ob. 

— Dr. J. Jortin, ub. 

— Dr. Mark Akenside, oh. 
— Dr.TobitliSmollet,o5 

— Alex, Cruden, ob. 

— Geo. Whitfield, ob. 

1771 Th. Gray, Poet, ob 

— C. A. Helvetius, oh (1 

1773 Ph. Earl of Chei- 

terfield, ob. | 

G. Ld. Lyttleton, oh j 

1774 M. de Ja Conda-; 

mine, ob. I 

— 01. Goldsmith, Po. uh\ 
**- Zach. Pearce, Bp. -of 

Rocketter, ob. 

— Henry Baker, Naf i 

Phil. ob. i 
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J. D. 


1779 


1780 


1781 

1782 

1783 

1784< 

1785 

1786 

} 

1787 


1788 


Peace between the Imperialists and Prussians 
May 13. 

Great eruption Vesuvius, Augusts. 

Siege gf Gibraltar by the Spaniards, July. 

Captain Cook killed at Owhyhec. 

Sir G. Rodney defeats the Spanish fleet near Cupi 
Vincent, January 16. 

Charlestown surrenders to the British, May 12. 
Riots in London on account of the Popish bill, 
June 2. 

Lord Cornwallis defeats the Americans at Camb- 
den, August 16. 

War declared between Great Britain and Holland, 
December 20. 

Armed Neutrality. 

Death of Maria Theresa, Empress-Queen of Hun- 

Tlie Americans defeated at Guilford by Lord 
Cornwallis. 

Surrender of the Britisli* troops to the Americans 
and French at Yorktown, October's. 

Sir G. Rodney defeats the French fleet ofl^ Domi- 

nica, April 12. , n i 

Sir Edw. Hughes defeats the French fleet under 
Suffrein jn the East Indies, Feb. 17. 

Peace between G’reat Britain, France, and Spam, 
and the independence of America declared, 
January 20. 

Russia gains' possession of the Crimea. , 

Peace between Great Britain and Hojiand, 

Treaty of alliance between Austria, France, and| 
Holland, November 9. . 

Frederick William II. King of Prussm. 

Commercial treaty between England and France, 

Th?Kmbly of the Notables convened at Paris 

Mr^SgSiupeachedformbdemeanours in the 

government ol India, May 2 • majp a 

The province of Nova ScoUa m America, made 

highon’s see by letters patent. • 

Prince Charles Edward died at Rome, ^ 

?he Parliament of Paris remonstrates against th« 
use of lettres de cachet, March 16. 

K K 3 


Itlxutrxous Pn*om. 


17 75 Dr. J. llawksworth, 

oh. 4 

I— Dr. John Campbell, 
nm. ob. 

1776 Un: \ Hut. oh. 

— J. Fergiihbon, Math.\ 

ob. j 

1777 S. Foote, Com. ob.\ 
\V , Bowycr, Prm. oi. 
Haller, Ph^t. ob. 

1778 Jo, Gregoiy, M. D. 
ah. 

— Voltaire, ob. 

— Dr. Liniutus, Hoi. ob. 

— J. J. Uousbcau, ob. 

1 779 Dav. Garrick, Covi. 
ob. 

— E. of Cliathaui, oh. 

I— W. Warburton, Bp. 

of Gioiu'cster, ob. 

— Dr. J. Armstrong, 
Poet, ob. 

1780 Sir Will. Black- 
stone, ob. 

— Dr. Gaubius, ob. 

— Sir Ja. Stcuart, oh. 
1782 T. Newton, Bp. 

of Bristol t ob. 

|— Metastasio, Poet, ob, 

- Henry Home, Lord 
Karnes, oh. 

- Dr. Will. Hunter, ob. 

— Oernouilli, ob. 

— Dr. Solandcr, ob. 

— D’Anville, ob. 

1785 D’AIciubert, Phil. 

ob, 

— Euler, Maih. oh. 

1784 Dr. S. Johnson, ob. 
__ W. Whiteheail, Poet 

Laureaf, ob. 

,,785 R. Bum, LL. D.oA, 
Rich. Glover, Po. ob, 

— L’Abbc Millot, ob. 

1— Abbe dc Mably, ob 

786 Jonas Hanwny 
.78'^ Bp. Lowth, 

Soume Jenjms, oh 
UDr. Edro.Law, Bp. of 
CaMe, ub. 
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Iliustnous Perse 


Defensive alliance between England and Holland, l 
Ajjril 25. ' - 

The Regejpcy-bill debated by the House of Cofn- “ 
mbns, December 10., in consequence of the “ 
alarming illness of bis Majesty. “ 

Charles IV. King of* Spain. 

The abolition of the slave-trade proposed in Par- _ 
liament. 

t:? Selim III. Emperor of the Turks, April. - 

The Assembly of the States-General opened at l 
Paris, May 5. — Beginning of the French Be- ^ 
volution. 

They form themselves into the National Assembly, " 
June 16. 

The Bastile taken, and the Governor massacred, _ 
Ju]y*l4<. , ‘ - 

The Princes of the Blood and chief Noblesse leave 
France, July. 

The King of France brought to Paris, accepts ~ 
the Declaration of the Ui^ts of Mkn, Octo- “ 
her 6. 

Decree for dividing France into eighty-three De- 
partments, October 30. 

Monastic establishments suppressed in France, ^ 
February 1 3. 

Titles of Nobility suppressed in France, Te-~ 
bruary 24. 

War commenced in India with Tippoo Sultan, . 
May 1. 

General confederation at Paris in the Chaiyip de- 
Mars, July 14. 

Leopold II. Emperor of Germany. 

The Kihg of France, with his family, escape ^ 
from Paris, hut kre intercepted at Vareunes, _ 
June ^2. 

■ Riots at Birmingham, July 14. 

. The King of France accepts the Constitution, - 
Septe^iber 14. 

! Francis II. Emperor of Germany. 

. Gustavus III. King of Sweden^ assasainated by " 
Ankerstroom, March 29. ^ ^ 

Gustavus IV. King of Sweden, — Duke of Su-“ 
dennibia, Regent in his minorHy, 

An Qtined raoh forces Thuileries, and insults ^ 
the King of France^ June 20. . 


787 h\ Sydenham, oh. 

- D. Jo. llotberain, oh. I 

- Dr. Abel, oh. \ 

- Lord Pres.Dundas, oh.i 

- J. StiTart, F.R.S. oh. 

- Thos. Gaiiibborou^di, 

Faint, oh. \ 

Sheridan, ol). | 

- M. Savary, Voij. oh. 

~ Count dc Biifloii, oh. \ 

788 Gesner, oh. ' I 
780 W. J. Mickle, Pod, 

oh. j 

- Rev. Jo. LoL^an, Pod,\ 

oh. j 

- J. Ledyard, Trav. oho 

- Sir Jo. Hawkins, oh. | 

- Marq. de Mirabeau, j 

oh. ' \ 

- Vernet, Faint, oh. i 

- Lord Pres. Miller, oAj 

- L’Abbc Brotier, ob. 


790 Dr. Will. Cullen, 

Fhys. ob. j 

- Dr. Adam Smitli, oh. 

- Dr. Benj. Franklin, oh. 

- John lidward, oh. 

- Rev. Thos. NVarton, 
Poet Laureate^ oh. 

- General Roy, ob. 

- Dr. W. fLnrv, | 

ob. j 

791 Rev. Rich. Price,' 

LL.D. 0^. I 

- Dr. 'fhos. Blackloel^J 

Poet, ob. ^ 

- Hcv. Jo. Wesley, ob. j 

- Fr. Grose, Ant. oh. ' 

- Cay. Macaulay, Hisl. 
ob. 

- Prof. Michaelis, ob. 

792 Dr. Born, Min. ob. 

- Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
Painter, ob. 

- Will. Tytler, ob. 

Dr. Horne, Bishop of 
Norwich, ob. 
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ul. D. 
1792 


1793 


The Duke of Brunswick, with the combined 
armies of Austria and Prussia, arrives at Cob- 
lentz, July 3. \ 

The National Assembly decrees the country in 
danger, July 1 1. 

Potion and the community of Paris demand the 
King’s dtposition, Augusts. 

The Thuileries again attacked. — The King and 
Queen of France take refuge in the National 
Assembly. — The Swnss guards massacred by 
•the populace, August 10. 

The Boyal authority suspended by tlic National 
Assembly, August 10. ■ 

The Koyal Family imprisoned in the lemple, 
August 14. 

A dreadful massacre of the stbte-pnsoncrs at 
Paris, September, 2, 3. 

The National Convention is constituted, the King 
deposed, and France declared a Republic, Sep- 


tember 21. ► 

rhe Republic decrees fraternity and assistance 
to all nations in the recovery of their liberty, 
November 19. 

Savoy incorporated with the French Republic, 

November 27. , pt • viu 

rtre ConventionMecrces the Trial ot Lewis A Vi. 

December 2. r . i 

Lewis XVI. brought to trial, answers each article 

of accusation, December 1 4-. . . , 

Lewis XVI. condemned to death by a majority ol 
f live voices, January 17- 
Lewis XVI. beheaded, January 21. 
me Alien-bill passed in the British House ol 
Commons, January 24. 

Russia declares war against France, January 31. 
The French Convention declares war against Eng- 
land and Holland, February 1. 
r vons declares for Lewis XVII. February 28. 
Decree for the French people rising in a mass 

Sufre^CT of- Toulon to Uird Hood’s fleet, Au.| 


‘ Ltoinette Queen of F ante condemned to 
th by the Convention, and beheaded the same 
r, October 15. 


IllmlriaiiS PcTJiOM. 


1792 Hub. AdKin, ArcA. 
oh. t 

— John F. of Bute, t>h. 

— Sir Rich. Arkwright, 

oh. 

— Sir Robert Strange, 
Kjigrnvcr^ oh. 

— Lorxl Hales, o/i. 

— John Siiiealofi, me- 

chuMV^ oh. 

— Lord Rodney, oh. 

— dolin Thorpe, Anioj. 
oh. 

— Lord North, oh. 

I — Philip Thicknesbc, 

1 Triiv. oh. 


179.7 Hr. Will. Robert- 

hoii, nisi. oh. 

— Mrs. Criffiths, AW. 

o}>. 

— VVill. Karl of Mans- 
field, U). 

— Dr. T. MadfTc, Optic, 
ob. 

— Will. Hudson, F.R..S. 

oh.* 

— Ld. GardenstOQc, ob. 

— Dr. J. Thomaji, Bp. 

of Rocheiicr, oh. 

— 'D. Serres, PairU. ob. 
Baron de T ott, ob. 

— Rich. rickell„ ob. 

— Lord Romney , F. R . 8. 

oh. 
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A. D. 


1793 


1794^ 


1795 


1756 


Due d'Otleana guillotined af Parii?, Nov, 6/ 
^riss^ilod the chiefs of the Girondist party guillo- 

Rabespierre triumphant, November. 

The EngJish evacuate Toulon, December 19. 
iTIie Princess Elizabeth of France beheaded, 
May 12. 

The Habeas Corpus act suspended, May. 

Lord Howe defeats the French fleet off Ushant, 
June 1, 

Jlobespierre ‘with his chief partizans, guillotin^l 
July 28. by torch light. 

IBattle of Warsaw.— The Polish liberties destroy- 
ed, Oct. 12. 

The Jacobin Club suppressed, October 18. 

Trials of Hardy, Tooke, ThelwalJ, &c. for trea- 
son, November. 

The Stadtholder takes refuge in England. — Hol- 
land oyerrun by the French, January. 
Executive powder in France committed to five 
directors. . i 

IMK Hastings’ trial ended, by his acquittal 
April 22, 

Lyons bombarded, laid in ruins, and all its loyal 
inhabitants massacred, May. . 

Lewjs XVII. died in prison at Paris, June 8. 

The Cape of Good Hope taken by the British 
forces under Sir J. H. Craig, Gen. Clarke, and 
Sir G,‘K. Elphinstone, September 16. 

Belgium incorporated with the French Republfo; 
September SG. ‘ 

Great disorders in Ireland, October, November, 
December, 

Stanislaus II. resigns the Crown of Poland. — » The 
kingdom divided between Russia, Austria, and 
Prnssia, November 25. 

Ceylon taken by the British under Cen. J. Stewart, 
and G<nh. Rainer, ftb. l5. 

The Count d’ Artois, with his suite, take up their 
rwid^ce at January 6. 

‘The East India Corapamr votes an indemnification 
and Teenmpence to Mr. Hastings, January. 

Tire Frem^ overrun and plunder fialy. 

Lord j^Jdmefibury for .peac® at Paris, 

October^. ^ 


IlUutrious Persons. 


1793 John Hunter, M.D 
od. 


1794 Edw. Gibbon, 

0 ^. 

I — Earl of Camden, ob. 

- Dr. Woodward, Bp. 

I of Cloy'ue^ vb, 

I — Dr. Jo. Roebuck, oh. 
— Charles Pigott, ob. 
Earl Bathurst, oh. 

• Geo. Colman, Dram, 
oh. 

I — Cai'd. de Bernis, oh. 

— James Bruce, T'rar.oZ). 

— M. de Condorcet, ob. 
|— Lavoisier, Chem. ob. 

— Marq. of Beccaria, ob 

1795 Sir Will Jones, o/;, 

I — Rev. Dr. Al. Gerard 

ob. 

I — Dr. Thomas Balguy, 
ob. 

— James BosWell, ob. 

— Will. Smellie, ob. 

— Rob. Bakewell, Anri- 
cult. ob. 

■ Rev. Rich. Southgate, 
Antiq. oh. 

— Xosiah Wedgwood, o5. 

— M . Biirthelem v,( Trav, 
of Anaikars.) fb. 

— J. G. Zimmerman, oh. 
I— Dr. Andrew Kippis, 

Biog. ob. 


1796 Rob.^fiurnB, Poct^ 
ob, 

^ Jo. AJderson, F. R. S. 
ofr.' > 

— Rev, Dr. G. Campbell, 
ob: 

— E^V. Dr. JSs. Fordyce, 

^ ob. j 


CHllONOLOGICAL TABLE. 


.505 


A.D. 


1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 


IlllLsfriOl/3 PfnOHA. 


1800 


Death of Catherine II. — Paul Emperor of Russia, 
November 17- ' 

Lord Malmesbi>i 7 quits Paris, December 20. ! 

A mytiny of the British fleet at Portsmouth and 
the Nore suppressed, May, June. j 

The Scots Militia bill passed, July. j 

Negotiatichis at Lisle for a peace broken off. 

The Dutch fleet beaten and captured by Lord 
Duncan, October 1 1. 

Frederic William III. King of Prussia. 

The papal government suppressed by the French. | 
— The Pope quits Rome, Feb. 26. 

Ireland in open rebellion, May, June, S:c. 

Lord Nelson totally defeats the French fleet in the| 
battle of the Nile, August 1. 

The Swiss finally defeated, and their independence 
abolished, September 19. 

The French fleet Defeated by Sir J. B. Warren, 
October 12. 

A Union with Ireland proposed in the British Par- 
liament, January 22. 

The motion rejected by the Commons of Ireland, 
January 2d. j 

Seringapatam taken by General Harris and Sir] 
David Baird, fjnd Tippoo Sultan killed. May 4. 

The French under Bonaparte defeated by Sirl 
Sydney Smith at Acre, May 21. 

Expedition of the British troops against Holland 
Augusf. 

Death of Pope Plus VL, September. 

jThe British troops evacuate Holland, November. 

A revolution at Paris. — Bonaparte declared Firstj 
Consul, December 25. 

Vote of the Irish House of Commons agreeing to^ 
the Union with Ireland, February 5. — Similar 
vote of the House of Lords, 17. 

Bonaparte defeats the Austrians in the battle of 
Marengo in Italy, June 14. 

Armistice between the French and Austrians m 
Germany, July 15. 

The new Pope Pius VH., restored to his govern- 
ment by the Emperor, July 25. 

Malta taken by the British forces, September 5. 


179G Dr, Th. Reid, o6 

— llcr.rv Flood, M.P.oA.I 
Jh. M.u'pherbon, vb, 

1797 Edm. Burke, ob. 

— \\ bI. Minto, fiA. 

— Rev. Will. Mason, Po. 

ob. 

— Dr^ James Hutton, oA.i 

— Hor. Walpole, Eari^ 
of Oij'urd, ob. 

■ Dr. Tissot, ob. 

— .Tos Wnghl, Pauit. oh, 

— Dr. Rich. Farmer, ob, 

— Dr. fhifield, vb. 

— C. IVIiicklin, Cum. ob. 

1798 Duke de Nuernois,! 

ob. 

-Dan WTbb, oA. 

— Dr. Edw Wearing, ob, 
-J. /. ilolwell, ob. 

— P. E. Sulim, oh. 

— W. \Vale,FR 

j — J. Ueinh. Fivstcr, oh. 

I — J. 11 Anzenius, ob, 

— J. P, l^anctoii, ob. 

— Ke\.C.M,Cracherodc,| 
oh. 

— L. (I'alvani, oh. 

— Will. Seward, F.R.S. 

ob. 

I — C. Borda, ob, 

— Rev. .lot. Tucker, oA. 

1799 Will. Melmoth, ob. 

— Lord J^R'^boddo, ob. 

— Dr.Ch.Mortond^MLS. 

ob. 

— Jolin Strange, LL.D, 
ob. 

— . Jos. Touers, LL.D. 

— Dr. Jos. Black, oA. 

■ Dciem. 14. Geiieralj 
Washington, ob. 

— L. Spallanzani, ob, 

I — Marmontel. ob. 

— Beaumarchais, nb. • 

1800 Bry. Edwurd.s, ob. i 

— Hon. Dailies Barring-] 
ton, ob. 

— Will. Cruickahank,] 
Anal. ob. 



Oti 


CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 


A.D. 


lUtistrioiis Pei'som. 


on 


1800 [Bin foe the Union of England and Ireland receives 

the royal ^sent, July 2. [ 

1801 jFirst me^tfOg of the Imperial Parliament of Grea^ 

, Britain and Ireland, January. 

Mr. Pitt resigns, after being minister 18 years 

February 9. — Mr. Addington, Chancellor 
th^ Exchequer. 

Battle of Alexandria. The French defeated, and 
Sir Ralph Abercrombie killed, March 21. 

The Emperor Paul dethroned and put to death j 

Alexander I. Emperor of Russia, March 23. 

Battle of Copenhagen. — The Danish fleet taken 
and destroyed by Lord Nelson, April 3. 

Taking of Cairo by the British troops, May 11. 

Alexandria surrendered to the British troops 
August 27. 

Preliminaries of Peace signed between Great Bri 
tain and France, October 1. 

Savoy made k department of France, Nov. 19. 

1802 |Mutmy in Admiral Mitchell’s fleet in Bantry Bay 
Jannary 15. 

The Catholic religion re-established in France, 

March. 

The Definitive Treaty with France signed at 
Amiens, March 27. . 

10,000/. voted by Parliament to Dr. Jenner foV 
the introduction of Vaccine Inoculation. 

Bonaparte elected Chief Consul for ten years, May. 

The Parliament dissolved, June 20. 

The King of Sardinia resigns his crowd to , his 
brother, July. 

Piedmord; annexed to France, July. 

Bonaparte declared Chief Consul for life, July, 

The Prince of Orange renounces the office of| 

St^dthoider, August. 

jPaawan Oglow submits to the Porte, November, 

A new Parliament meets. — Mr. Abbot elected! 

^>eaker of the Commons, November 16. 

Switzerland finally subdued by the French. 

1803 jFxecution of Cdanel Despard for high treason, 

February. 

The militia of the United Kingdom called out and 
embodied, March. n w H 

The Emperor of Germany ratifies the new organ- 
ization of Germany, April. 


1800 J. B. le Roy, uh. 

— C. Girtanner, oh. 

— W. Cowper, Poet, oh. 
— .1. S. Montucla, oh. 

I — Rev. .fos. Warton, 
Poet, oh. 

— Dr. D. Lysons, oh. 

— R A. Guys, oh. 

— Rev. Will. Tasker, uh. 

I — Dr. W. Brownrigg, oh. 

M. Mallet du Pan, oh. 
— Rev. W. Thomas, oh. 

J. Bant. Miinos, oh. 

— Rev. Dr. II. Blair, oh 
— M. dc Giiignes, oh. 

— Rev. Jas. Macni^^ht, oh. 
1801 Sir Geo. Staunton 
oh. 

■ Ro. Orme, Hist. oh. 

I — C. Lavater, oh. 

T. Mai ton, Math. oh. 
— Dr. W. Heberden, ob. 

Rev. W. Drake, oh. 

— Prof. Jo. Millay oh. 

I — Glib. Wakefielch ob. 

— Cimarosa, Mm. Coin, 
ob. 

— Dr. R. Pulteney, Bo- 
tanist, ob. 

— Mons. Dolomieu, Xat. 
ob. ‘ 

802 Arthur O’Lear)', ob. 
Earl of Clare, ob. 

I — Welliore Ellis, vh. 

Ld. C. J. Kenyan, ub. 
[— M. deCalonne, nb. 

■ Erasm. Darwin, M.D. 
ob. ^ 

— Col. Turner, Trav. ob. 

— Duke of Bedford, ob. 

— Geo. Fordyce, M.D, 
ob. 

I — John Moore, M.D. oA. 

— Mrs. Chahone, Muccl.i 
ob. 

'Jos. Strutt, Antiq. ob. 

I — Dr. Arnold, J^us. Coni 
oh. 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 


Po'SiniS, 

Dissolution of tlic peace with France. — 

Whitworth, ambassador, quits Paris, May. ui)L\.am nhe, 

The French s^e Hanover, June 4. Flioiiias tjurnett, 

Insurrection . in Dublin. — Habeas Corpus s.:s- . 

pended, and martial law proclaimed, July. —Janies Ihi/irc, Kngr, 
Treaty between Great Britain and Sweden, Au- oh, 

• ISO, 3 Furl of Bristol, Jip. 

DeTeat of Bow Scindiaand Berar Rajah at Ajnutv <>J jr?/, oh. 

l>ass by General Wellesley. ' " ' - 

■ The ISutisli troops enter Delhi, “''<1 _ Bon^tuck 

Mogul putM himself under protection of General __ ’ 

Fake, September. ^ ^ Anfuj. <^A. 

^ Murder of the Duke d’Enghien by order of Bona- _ yp ^e h llurpc, Crilif, 
parte, 15th March. _ .... 

- Mr. Pitt resumes his situation as Prime i\Jinister. — ^\ m .lacki^on, MJiJ 

- BolafiarJi^FOclainied Emperor of the French, 

20th May. _ __ 'I'lios. Astle, 

- Dcssalincs in St. Domingo, declares himscll Pui-_ 

peror of Hayii, October. * oh. 

- Tlie Pope arrives at Fontainbleau, and has an m- __ jos, Uitson, Anfip 

terview with Bonaparte, November. — Henry Swinburne, 

- Bonaparte crowned Emperor by the Pope, Deeein- ^ 

- The Emperor of Germany as.sunies the title, i^oijjrt Potter, 

of hereditary emperor of Austria, Aug. 

)5 The Spaniards declare war against Great Britain, _ iViestlcy, hh.D. 

- I inin'n'ofthe Genoc.se or Ligurian Itcpublic with __ p)r, Tho. Ptrriviil, 

France declared. February. - p .L 

Bonaparte assumes the title of King o } _ yj 

_ L-1 M,ivi,i,., .hid. - a. «■'. 

_ b, s, i*,. c.,d» t 

, 1 , —Jacob Biy-unt, Antuj. 

T defeats the fleets of France and Spam o>. 

- Sir R. StSm*^takes four French ships of the hue ' K(^>n, 

off Gape Ortegal, 4th November. [id. (Unvclhr,) oh, 

- The French defeat the Austro-Russian army at _ Kohison. 

Austerlitz, December 2. LL.D. oh. 



CHHONdLOGICAt rABlfi* 


A. D. 


1806 


l>eath of William Pitt, 23d January* — His debts| 
discharged, and a statue decreed to his memory’ 
at the public expence. ' < 

The Cape o£ Good Hope surrendered to the 
British, January. 

Admiral Duckworth captures and destroys five 
French ships of the line, February 6. 

Louis Bonaparte proclaimed King of Holland 
June 5. 

The House of Lords concurs with the Commons 


Illiutrious Personst 


in the resolutions for abolishing the slave trade. 
June. 

Sir John Stuart defeats the French under Regnier 
at Maida in Calabria, July. 

Surrender of Buenos Ayres to General Beresford 
and Sir Horae Popham, July. I 

French squadron of five frigates defeated and cap 
tured by Sir Samuel Hood, September. 

Death of Charles James Fox, September 13. 

Rupture of the Negotiation for Pt^ace with France 
and return of Earl Lauderdale, October. 

Parliament dissolved, and a new one called, 24<th 
October. 

The French defeat the Prussians in the great battle 
of Jena, which annihilates the Prussian powerf. 
October H. 

Hamburgh occupied by the French under Mortier 
November, 

Bonaparte declares the British Isles in a state of 
blockade, Nc^eraber. 

The slave tr&de abobshed by act of Parliament, 
Februal’y. 

Recapture of Buenos Ayres by the Spaniards. 

iJoseph Bonaparte proclaimed King of Naples and 
Sicily. 

Bonaparte subverts the ancient Constitution of 
Qerraany, and forms the Confederation of the 
Rhine. 

|The Electors of Saxony, Bavaria, and Wirtem 
burg assume the title of King. 

Jerome Bonaparte proclaimed IGng of Westphalia 

The King changes the ministry. — Mr. Perceval 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, March. 

Parliament dissolved after a session only of four] 
months, April. 


1 805 Arthur Murphy, Pu. 
ob. 

William Paley, D.D, 
ob. 

— *Jas. Currie, MsD. ob. 

— Patrick Russel, M.B 
ob. 

I — John Clark, M.D. ob. 

— Prof J. F. Gmelin, ob.. 

— M. Julien, Sou/p. ob. 

— Fred, richiller, PoclI 
ob. 

1806 E. Edwards, o5. 

— Prof. And. Dalzel, ob 

— G. Stevens, Cn^ic, ob. 

I — EIi 2 . Carter, ob. 

— Abbe Raynal, ob. 

Earl Macartiley, ob. 

I — Rev. J. Brand, Aiihq. 
ob. ' ^ 

— Lord Thqrlow, ob. 

— Dr. Samuel Horsley, | 
Theolog. ob. 

I — James Barry, Painter , 
ob. 

■ Charlotte Smith, Po| 
etess, ob. 


1807 N. DesEnfans, od. 
— Geo. Ativood, ob. I 

■ John Lockman, DJ). 
ob. I 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 


^09 


A. D. 


1807 


1808 


JU list nous Persons, 


Dantzic taken by the French, May. 

' to- Revoliitioj^t Constantinople, Sultan Selim de- 
posed, and^ultan Mustapha proclaimed, May. 
Battle of Friedland, — Russians defeated by the 
' r^ench, June 1 1. 

Peace signed at Tilsit between France and Russia 
and P^jssia, June. 

The Turkish fleet defeated in the Archipelago by 
the Russians, July. 

Copenhagen bombarded, a^d all the Danish fleet' 
surrendered to the British, September 7, under; 
Lord Cathcart and Admiral Gambicr. I 

The British evacuate South. America, September 
The British troops evacuate Egypt, October. 

|The Prince Regent and Royal Family of Portugal 
embark for Brazil, November ‘29. 

The island of Madeira surrenders to Great Bri- 
tain, ill trust for Portugal, December. 

The French ptohlbit all commerce with Great 
Britain, January. ^ ’ 

,A new French nobility created by Bonaparte, 
January. 

|The French troops enter Rome, and seize the 
Pope’s dominions, February. 

[Frederick VI. Jcing of Denmark, March. 

Charles IV. abdicates the crown of Spam to his 
son erdinand VIL, March 19. 

The French under Murat enter Madrid, March -J. 
Joachiirf Murat declared King of the Two Sici- 
lies, in the room of Joseph Bonaparte, made 

British® gMdrprohibited to be imported into Rus- 

|Ferdintnd"viI. is compelled to ‘’'i 

throne of Spain, and is sent with the Koya 
Family to pLs. - Murat declared 
General of Spain. -The Junta of Seville de- 
clares war against France, May. . 

Jclph Boo.p« p™l”“«'‘ >^'“6 


1 H 07 G. Mason, Crihe^ 
oh. 

— H. B. Stuart, [Car^ 
nnl York,) oh, 

— Dr. Markham, Arch- 
bishop of York, oh. 

— Dr, W illis, Phvs. oh. 

— M. dt* Lalandc, Ai-\ 

tron. oh. 

! — J. Oj>ie, Painter, ohs, 

I — Lewis De Lolme, o/k 

— J. Bemouilli, Muihe- 

mat. oh. 


180 B Bp. Rich. Hurd, oi. 
Alexander Daliy mple,j 
G(M)g, ob. 

— Alex. Hunter, M.D 

ob. 

— Mad. Cottin, Koveli^if 

— Dr. James AndersonJ 

oh. 

— J. Ireland, Mtsr. ob. 

— Rev. John Home, 

Tragcti oh. ^ 

— Dr. William HawaisJ 

Phdnnth. oh. 

|— Anprlica KaufihmnJ 
Painter, oh, 

■ Rich. Person, ob. 



10 


CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 


A. D. 


1808 


1809 


1810 


Battle of Vimiera in Portugal. — The French un- 
der Janot defeated by Sir Arthur Wellesley, j 
August 21. 

Cdnveption at Cintra, August 30. 

Conference held at Erfurtn between the Russian! 

Eraperor Alexander and Bonaparte, Sept. 27. 
The ports of Holland shut against Britain, No-| 
vember 27. 

Battle of Corunna. — The French defeated. — Sir| 
John Moore killed. — The British army re-em 
bark for England, January 16. 

The Duke of York accused before the Commonsl 
of malversation in office as Commapder-in-Chief. 
— Acquitted, March 17. 

Gustavus King of Sweden deposed, March 13. 

The French Beet in Basque Roads destroyed by 
Lord Cochrane, April 12. 

[The Austrians defeated by the French in the battles 
ofRatisbon and Eckmuhl, April 20 — 23. 
Senegal surrendered to the British, July 20. 

The battle of Talavera, in which the French are 
defeated by Sir Arthur Wellesley, July 27. 

The* island of Walcheren taken by the British, 
July 31, — Evacuated, November 24. 

The 50th anniversary of the King's reign cele-| 
brated as a jubilee, October 25. 

The French fleet in the Mediterranean defeated by 
Lord Collingwood, October. I 

Charles XIII. King of Sweden in the room on 
Gustavus IV. deposed. 

Bonaparte divorces the Empress Josephine, De 
cember 16. 

Amboyna surrenders to a British squadron, Jan. 17. 
A French decree was issued, uniting Rome to 
France, Feb. 17. 

Guadaloupe, the last of the French West India| 
islands, surrenders to the British, March 5. 
Marriage of Bonaparte with Princess Maria Louisa 
of Austria, April 1. 

Sir Francis Burdett committed to the Tovyer for a| 
libefon the House of Commons, Aprils. 

An attempt made to assassinate the Duke of Cum-| 
berland, Sellis, the Duke’s valet, found with 
[his throat cut, May 31 . 


llliLstnoMS Personf!. 


1809 J. Von IMuller. 
iTist. oh. 

— Alex. Adam, LL. 1 ). 
oh. 

— Anne Seward, ]\hsc 

oh. 

— Rich. Gough, Antu]. 
oh. 

— T. llolcroft, Drama~\ 
fist, oh. 

I — Dr. D. Pitcairn, oh. 

Dr. Bcilby Portciis, 
Buhop of Luiidon, oh. 

— Tiberius Cavallo, 
Philos, oh. 

Joseph Haydn, oh. 

I — Charles Earl of Liver- 
pool, oh. 


1810 W. Windham, oh. 
[—Admiral Ld. Colling-| 
wood, oh. 

' Bishop of Elphin, oh. 

[ — Queen ofgPrussia, oh. 

— Princess Amelia, oh. 

— The Countess de 
Lille, {unfe of Louisl 
XVIIJ.) oh. ^ 

— Caleb Whitefoord, ob. 

I — Dr. R. Chandler, Tra-\ 
veller, oh. 

— J. de Montgolfier, oh. 
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511 


1811 


Illiifitriiim Per 


Lofils Bonaparte abdicates the tliro;ie of Holland' 
July L 

The isle of l^hjrbon taken by the British, July 8. 

jHoll^id united to the French Empire, July 9 / 

iBerifadotte chosen Crown Prince of Sweden, Au-i 
gust 

Murat’s »rniy in Sicily defeated by General J. 
Campbell, September 18. 

Battle of Busaco. — The French defeated by Lord 
Wellington, SeptemberiJT. 

The first meeting of the Cortes in Spain since th 
usurpation of Bonaparte, Sept. 28. 

All British merchandise burnt m France, Oct. 19. 

His Majesty afflicted with a similar indisposition 
to that with which he was confined in 1788; 
and the same announced to both houses of Par- 
liament, Nov. 1. 

The deposed Gustavus of Sweden arrived in Eng-{ 
land, Nov. 14. I 

Isle of France captured by Gcqeral Abercromby 
and Admiral Bertie, Dec. 3. 

Lucien Bonaparte and his family arrived in this^ 
country from Malta, Dec. 13. 

A deputation from tlie Lords and Commons waited 
on the Prince of Wales with an Address, pray- 
ing His Roynl Highness to accept of the Re- 
gency, under certain limitations and restrictions, 
Jan. 10. 

Parliament opened by comnaission under the great 
seal, Jan. 15. 

Dreadful massacre in Cairo, in which about lOCH)! 

Mamelukes lost their lives, March 1. 

Battle of Barrossa. — The French defeated by 
General Graham, March 5. 

The Empress of France, IMaria-Louisa, delivered 
of a son, who is styled King of Rome, March 
20 . 

Island of Anholt attacked by a Danish force of| 
nearly 4000 men ; but are repulsed by a Britisli, , 
force of 150 men, under Capt. Maurice, leaving!— 
behind tlft^m 500 prisoners, xMarch 27 . | 

'Battle of Albuera. — The French under Soult de^ 
feated by General Beresford, with the loss ofj 
9000 men, May 16. 


lyio ].. Schiavunetti, 

Etigr. ob. 

— Criguion, Hist 

ElLgT, {>6. 

— (’a\eudihh, 

— Dr. Nc'vil Ma^k 
lyiie, ob. 


811 Richard CumU' 
laud, Dramaiti afui\ 
Muct'll. RVl/rr, fib. 

- Lonl Melville, vh. 

- Dr. Percy, Buhop of 
l)ro)iion\ ob. 

- Prince George ofl 
Ih'unsu ick, ob, 

- Rev. Jariich Gridianie 

oh. 

- John Jx')den, M.D. 

o/;. 

- AllianR Beauinont,| 
Trav. ob. 

- Matth. Raiiic, D. D. 

ob 

H.R. Re>aio]ds, M.D j 
o/>, ! 

Br. Alex. Anderbon; 

vb. 

C. B. Tyre, F.R.S. ob. 

■ Sir Kras. Bourgeois, 
Painkr, ob. 
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Illustrious Persons, 


Igll' Eruption of a volcano in the sea, otF the island of 
St. Michael, June. . 

From* the excessive heat in July, conflagration^ 

took place in the forests of the Tyrol, by which 
64f villages, with 10,000 head of cattle, were 
destroyed, and about 24^,000 persons deprived 
of habitations. 

The French island of Java capitulated to the Bri* 

tish arras, Aug. 8. 

: Feudal rights abolished in Spain, Aug. 19. 

A comet appeared in England, Sept. 1. 

Serious riots at Nottingham ; journeymen weavers 
destroying articles of machinery which dimi- 
nished the demand for labour, Nov. 16. 

Dreadful murders of two families (Marr and'Wil- 

liamson) near Ratcliffe Highway, Dec. 8 and 20. 

1812 Ciudad Rodrigo taken by storm, Jan. 19, by Lord 
Wdlington, who is thereupon created Duke of 
Ciudad Rodrigo. 

, Destructive earthquake at Caraccas, &c» March 
26. 

Badajoz taken by storm, April 6. 

Dreadful eruption of a volcano at St. Vincent’s, 

April 30. 

The Right Hon. Spencer Perceval, Prime Minister 

of Great Britain, was assassinated in the House 
of Commons by John Bellingham, May 11. 

Battle of Salamanca, July 22; on the receipt of 

the intelligence of which, there were general 
illuminations in London three successive ni^s. 

Madrid captured by the British, Aug. 12. 

Smolensko entered by the French, Aug. 18. 

The siege of Cadiz raised by the French, Aug. 25. 

Seville captured by the British, Aug. 27. 

J Battle of Moskwa, Sept. 7. 

The French entered Moscow (three quarters of 

which, however^ the Russians had previously 
destroyed by fire), Sept.T^. 

General Brock defeated the American array in 

Canada, with the loss of his own life, Oct. 13. 

The passage of the Berezyna cost the French 

20,000 men, Nov. 28. 

IThe Prince Regent opened the Swion of Parlia- 

[ raent in person, Nov. 30, ] 


1811 Robt; Raikes, In- 
sUtutor of Si.nduij 
Schools y ob. 


1812 Edwai-d Hasted, 
Hist. ob. 

— Theoph. Jones, Hist. 
Ob. 

— M. Garthshorc, M.D. 
ob. 

— John Home Tooke, 
ob. 

— P. J. de Loutherburg, 
oh. 

— Robert Willan, M.D. 
ob. 

— Rt. Hon. Spencer Per- 
ceval, occ. 

— Dr. Dampier, Bp. of 
Elpy ob. 

— Edmond Mal])ne, oh. 

— Rev. Lewis Dutens, 
ob. 

— C. S. Sonnini, oh. 

— Admiral de Winter, 
oh. 

— Rd. Kirwan, F.R.S. 

— Dr. ,C* .-L. Willde- 
nouw, Bot.'ob. 

— Christopher Gottlieb, 
*Heyne, ob. 

— Gen. Vallancey, ob. 

— Edw. Jerningham, ob. 

-7- Princr Kaunitz, ob. 



chronological lABLL, 


51S 


>.D. 


1812 


1813 


A 29th Bulletin ot the French army, presenting a 
dreadful picture of their sufferings in the retreat 
from RussicT^is dated Molodctchno, Dec. 3. 

Bonangrte arrives in Paris at midnight, Dec. 18. ; 
having quitted his defeated and ruined army in 
Russia, and travelled incog. 

A declarttion issued by the British government 
respecting the causes and origin of the war with 
America, .fan. 9. 

A Concordat was signed at Fontainbleau, between 
Bonaparte and the Pope, Pius Yll., Jan. 25. 

Lewis XVIIT. published an Address to the People 
of France, Feb. 1. 

The Russian troops entered Hamburgh, March 18.| 

A treaty of alliance is formed bi^twecn Russiaand 
Prussia, March. 

Bonaparte again left Paris for the seat of war! 
(having first formally constituted Maria-Louisa 
Empress Regent during his absence), April 15. 

A decree of the Spanish Corfes, for abolishing 
the inquisition in Spain, was carried into effect, 
April. 

The ncwly-creatcd law-officer, called Vice Chan- 
cellor of Great Britain, Sir Thomas Plomer, sal 
for the first time at Lincohfs-Inn Hall, Ma} 

The Regency f)T Spain issued a Manife-sto against 
the Pope’s Nuncio in Spain (Peter Gravina, 
Archbishop of Nicca), who, by secret letters to 
the Bishops and Chapters, had endeavoured to 
excite them to refuse publishing in their n’ 
spective dioceses the law aholisliing the liKpii 
sition, April 23. 

Battle of Lutzen, May 2. 

An official statement by the Russian government 
estimates the loss of the French and their allies, 
in their invasion of Russia, as follows: Killed, 
2L generals, 2000 staft and other officers, 
204,400 ranlv and file ; Prisoners, 43 generals, 
3441 staff and other officers, 2S3.222rank and 
file; Taken, 1131 pieces of cannon, ot| 

colours and standards, one marshafs staff, about 
100,000 muSkets, and about 27,000 ammunition 
waggons. The horrible sufferings of the French 
array in its disastrous retreat from Ipssia, hy 
the effects of the frost, may be inferred from thei 
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1813 A. F T\tler, Lord 
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statement, that in the three governments of 
Moscow, Witepsk, and Mohilow, 253,000 dead 
bodies, and in the city of Wilna and its environs 
53,000 had been burned so early as the 27th 
of March. 

The Catholic Bill tj^rown out in a committee of 
the House of Commons, by a majority of four ; 
the numbers being 247 for it ; 251 against it. 
May 24. 

Account arrived of the occupation of Hamburgh 
by the French, June 4. 

Die great battle of Vittoria in Spain ; in which the 
Marquis of Wellington totally defeated the 
French army under Joseph Bonaparte and Mar- 
shal Jourdan, with immense loss of men, 115 
‘ pieces of cannon, 415 waggons of ammunition, 
all their baggage, provisions, treasure, &c. and 
the French commander’s baton of a Marshal 
of France, and drove them within the French 
frontiers, June 21. For this service the Mar- 



quis was made a Field Marshal in the British 
army. — London and Westminster were illu- 
minated three successive nights. 

The foreign papers announced, that a conference 
had taken place between the Emperor of Rus- 
sia, the Ring of Prussia, and the Crown Prince ' 
of Sweden, at Truchenberg, which lasted three 
days, Aug. 3. 

Tlie Prince of Orange arrived with dispatches 
from Lord Wellington, announcing the total 
defeat of Marshal Soult, in Spain, with the 
loss of 15,000 men, and his retreat into France, 
Aug. 16. 

St. Sebastian taken by storm, Aug. 31. • 

Great battles fought at Dresden ; in which Gen. 
Moreau, was mortally wounded, Sept. A and 5. 

Dispatches from Lord Wellington detailed his 
entrance into France, Oct. 18. 

Leipsic taken, Oct. 19. Bonaparte, who com- 
manded in person, lost upw^ards of 80,000 men, 
and 180 pieces of cannon. 

Fall of I’arapeluna, Oct.31. 

[Intelligence received hf a counter-revolution in 
Holland, Nov. 2L 
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Nl'U'^ airivc'd ot the surrender ot’ Dresden l^v 
Marshal Stjt'yr, witli 25,000 men, Nov. 25. 

A laji' on the Tliames, the surface hein^ frozen 
ov^ahove the bridges. Tlie whole space be- 
Iweeii Ihac'ldViars and London Biidges was co- 
\ ert d ith^'>[)ectators, Feb. L. 

)id \\’eftingt(m took possession of BoLirdeau\, 
,Mid tile inhal)itants declared I'or tlie Bourbons, 
^Fnrcli S- 

'blie iAn[)eror of Bussia at the licad of his troops, 
and the allied Sovereigns, enteied Paris ; which 
was, by a ea))itulation, reconiinended to the gc 
nerosity of the Allies, March bl. 

The (’onservative Senate at. Paris decreed, that 
Boinmarte had forfeited the right to rule in 
Trance, and released all persons from their oath 
()(' allegiance to him, April 5. 

Ihnnapaite renounced, for himself and Ins heirs, 
the thrones of ITance and Italy: and Paris i 
viled the immediate return t)i the House ol 
Bourbon, April 5. 

Lewis XVUI. made bis public entry into London, 
fi'om Hartwell, April 21. 

Bonaparte embarked' at Frejus for Ellta, April 2S. 

The King of Fyance made Ids entry into Faris 

May d. ‘ ^ 

Peace between England and Trance signed at 

Tar is. Ma y tlO. 

The Allied Sovereigns entered L(»ndon, .limed. 

The Allied Sovereigns, with the Prince Begent, 
went in great state to a bampier prepaied 1)\ 
the Corporation of London at (inildliall 

The l/ouse of Commons^aving voted .50, (KK)/. a 
year to the Princess of Wale, she wrote a let- 
ter to the Speaker, declining to acceiit more 
than 55,000/., July 5. 

Thanks of the House of Commons voted to the 
Army and Navy for their conduct during the 

'xhe Prlfce fttf and bolli llous.'.-i of I’arliamenl 
went in grand procession to St. I'aul s, to a pub- 
lic thanksgiving for the restoration ot peace, 
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1814- The restoration of the Inquisition proclaimed at 
Cadiz, in the name of Ferdinand VII,, July 18. 

A ^nand Jubilee Festival, in celebration of the 

Peace, and the centenary of the accession of 
the House of Brunswick. 'A Temple of Con- 
cord and splendid tirewmrks exhibited in St. 
James’s and the Green Parks. A representation 
of naval actions on the Serpentine River. A fair 
in Hyde Park, which continued twelve days, 
Aucfust 1. 

The Pope issued a Bull for re-estalilishing the 

order of tlie Jesuits, Auj^;. 7* 

■ The Princess of Wales embarked for the Conti- 
nent, Au^. 9. * 

Union of Norway to Sweden, Aug. 11. * 

Federal Compact of the Swass Cantons concluded 

and accepted, Aug. 16- 

Peace proclaimed between France and Spain, 

Aug. 20. 

The city of Washington taken,* and the public 

buildings destroyed, by the British Army under 
General Ross, Aug. 24-. 

The Duke of Wellington presented to Lewis 

XVIIIth, as Ambassador from Great Britain, 
'Aug. 24-. 

Arrival of different Sovereigns at Vienna, to form 

a Congress, Sept. 26. 

Great disturbances in Spain : General Mina, at 

the head of four of his battalions, attempted to 
take Pamiieluna ; but w.is unsuccessful, and fled 
’ to France, Sept. 26. 

Charles XIII., King of Sweden, proclaimed King 

of Norway by the Diet at Christiana, Nov. 4. 

TRe first meeting of the Assembly of t!le kinodom 

of Hanover was opened by the Duke of Cam- 
bridge, Dec. 15. 

Treaty of Peace between England and America, 

signed at Ghent, Dec. 24. 

1815 The Prince Regent conferred the Order of the 
Bath {divided into three classes, differing in 
degrees of rank, viz. Knights Grand Crosses, 
Knights Commanders, and Knights Companions) 
on the officers serving in the Peninsula, Jan. 2. 

- — English Journals piohibited at Madrid, Jan. 24. 


Ji/uiinuiii Peruj/i'^' 
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1815 The Dukef 
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by a fall from 1 
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ob. 
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riij Diikf \\ ainviul .xt Vjenna a^| 

PlenipotciRiary at tlie l et), i-k 

The Charic^lor of the E\clu‘([iier abaiuloned the 
P '>'')[) e r t y ' \\\ x s V el ) . 

Bonaparte sailed IVoin Elba, bound to Eianee, 

Boiiapai le landed, \Mth 1000 men, at ( anms, 
between ITejns and Antibes; and was [mo-- 
clanned a Iiaitoi by l.ewisXVIlI , Mai. 1. 
liOJi.. parte took possession of Paris, Aia-ih'Jl. 
Hiots in Pondon, occasioned by tfu' (’em Bah 
APo'eli I). 

The idllowiny d'reaties oi' Piaiee weie laid In ! nia 
Parliament, \ iz. w ith Deninai 1 : Spain, aiul lin. 
United Statm of Ameiica. Alareh 17 - 
Accounts armed that tlie Prince of Orange had 
lieeii pioclanncd Em<!; (.‘1 the Nt llie* jaij'.T, 
Maiclrdl. 

Marshal Key forpied a |unction with Bonap<ii’e, 
Mareh dhh " i 

The Abercrombie, East Indianian, wrcckerl oit] 
Portland • ermv lost. Mareh'Jkk ^ ! 

Tlie fhnjieror of Austria proelainn d l iinsc-ll als./, 
Kinc of Eombardy and Venice, Apiil Id. f 
Bona[)arte ]ett,Paii.-> to meet the ^olee.^ ot the 
Allies, Ala\\h 

The three Legations restoied to the Pope, Ma\ ‘dt*. 
MemorABLC^P^ATTLE of Wa’irhloo. Bonapaile 
Red. ’rhe Duke of WelhnytonS ho^^e wa^ 
killed under him. The Duke ot Jhunswiek 
1 brollicr to the Princess ot Wales) wasinortally 
w ounded, June I / , is, 

Bonaparte made an Overture of Peace to this 
Country, April 4'. ^ , 

The King of Sicily le-eiitered Napes, (Bic in- 
trusive^ King, Murat, liaving tied,) atter an 
absence of nine years, June lb. 

A brdiiant .vnd general illumination in Enghiml, 
on occasion of the battle of Waterloo, June ... 
Boimparte issued a Proclamation, calling on the 
Trench to sa\e the honour and independence ot 
the nation ! JuncW5. 

Paris capitulated with the Allied Powers, July d- 
Ee^^i^ XV HI. re-entered Pans, July b. 
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Bonaparte went on board the Bellerophon, and 
gave himself up to Capliain Maitland, July 16, 
and the next day sailed for England. 

The Bellerophon arrived in Torbay, July 

Gazette account of the dethronement of the King 
of Candy, and the entire submission of Ceylon 
to the British, Aug. 1. * 

Bonaparte removed from the Bellerophon to the 
Northumberland, commanded by Sir Geo. Cock- 
burne, (who sailed the next day, bound to 
St. Helena,) Aug. 7- 

The Allied Sovereigns dined with Lewis XVIII. 
Sept- 13. 

[tfoachim Murat (intrusive king of Naples,) shot 
at Pizzo for rebellion, Oct. 13. 

Bonaparte landed at St. Helena, Oct. 13. 

Treaties of general peace signed at Paris, Nov. 20 

An article from Hamburgh (Nov, 29.) contained 
the Convention of the Allied Powers, upon the 
distribution of 700,000,000 of francs, to be 
paid by France, in discharge of the expences ot 
•the war ; of which 125,000,000 was the share of] 
England. 

The Emperor 5f Russia expelled the Jesuits from 
Petersburg and Moscow, Jan. 2. 

|Thc shops and stalls in Paris for reading the Eng- 
lish journals, ordered by the French govern- 
ment to be shut up, Feb. 2. 

|The House of Commons voted a Monument to 
commemorate the services rendered by the 
Navy, Feb. 5. 

St. John’s, Newfoundland, destroyed by fire, Feb- 
ruary 10. 

Ar^attempt to renew the Property Tax lost in the 
House of Commons by a majority of 37, Mar. 19. 

The Property Tax expired, April 5. 

Princess Charlotte of Wales maVried to Prince 
Leopold of Saxe Coburg, at Carlton House, 
May 2. 

Massacre oif the Christians at Bona/by 2000 Turks 
and Moors, May 23. 

Princess Mary married to the Duke of Gloucester, 

^ July 22. 

Eruption of Mount Vesuvius preceded by an 
earthquake, Aug. 7. 




1816 Rich. Brinsley She 
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King of Wirteinhcrc 
ob. 

— Admiral Sir Rog.l 
Curtis, oh. 

— Earl Stanhope, 7 
los. Ckemut, Sj-e. 

— Vise. Hood, oh. 
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ob. 
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ob. April 7. 
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* Liandoff, oh}, 
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ob. ' ^ 

— Eliz. Hamilton' 
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Lord Lxiuouth’s victory at Al^dcr.s, by which lie 
abolished Clinstiao slavery, Aug. 

Duke of Cn^ihridge a|)[)oiiited Govcrnor-CieucTal 
of^laiiofer, Nov. ‘2. 

Riots in llondon ; i\lr. Plat shot in the shop of 
Mr. lV'C 4 \>’ith, a giin-sinith, Dec. 2. 

The Priifbe^Regent went in state to open the Ses- ^ 
siun of Parliament. Great tunAdt in St. James’s 
Park, the Royal procession being iiisnlti d by _ 
the populace, and the window ol the state-car- 
riage broken, Jan. 28. 

■ Watson, senior, JVeston, Hooper, cvc. anested lc*r 
high treason, Peb. G. 

- New silver coinage issued by govcruinent, l eb. Itk ^ 
. James Monroe, Esep inaugurated ITcsidcut ut lhc_ 

Liiited States of America, March L ^ 

- Habeas Corpus Act suspended, Marcli 7. 

. Portress of Hattrass, in the l^kist ladies, captured, - 

Mareh. > * • 

The province of Pernambuco, in South America, - 
declared itself independent oi' the crowa ol 
Brazil, Aprils. 

- The Portuguese, sovereignty re-establislieil in 

Pernambuco, May 18. 

Mr. Abbot, Speaker of the House of (kmmums, 
resigned thaT* situation, May JO. Made Lord . 
Colchester, May JL 

. Coiispiraey at Lisbon, lieaded by (ieneral (romc/ ^ 
Treire de Andrade, Ma\. 

J’he Waterloo Bridge ua^ opened, with gieal 
parade, by the Prince Regent and the Dukes ot 
^ Yoik and Wellington, June 18. 

_ \V.itson, M'nicr, Tliistlovoo.l, and lioopor 

hioiinht I'rom tlic Tovvit (o Iiu (null lur 
Trianon, .lime 9 . Watson's trial lastod till t if 
Kitli ; wlien the jury found liim not r“'WV- -I "t-' 
following day, tiio Attornoy-dcnfral dfclninig 
10 lU-oscfUto tlif otliers, tlioy woroacijniUod ol 

AtJi+fitfffVer the thermometer stood, at noon, m 
the shad?, at lOd, June ‘21. ■ 

_ A proelamation issued ordering the new gold ei i, 

" Wi 1 nils.', current, at A8. 
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rhi/itmiL and P/uhi^o 

— J. H. L. Pda'ewoiih 
o^> 

; — l)i Charles Riiiiu} 
rA.’dOr, o/o 
( A'o, Andvrsoii, 

^ (t/i 

1 ^ RL\.W.Bel'>c,7Vnto 
- oL 

. __ M. Siuad, 

“_.I ( aitff, P-S.A. 

r f/nt. idi. 

Sir G, I'kirle, FJLS 
‘‘ — Ah''. Monro, M.D 

vlt 

IVteKly^C, ir 


, proeiamaLioiwta.-Mv.--. a - , 

called a Sovereign, to pass current, at A). . ^ ^ rdeaic, LK 8 A 


i’he Dev of Algieis assassinated, Sept. 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 


:>0 


ID. 


H9 


818 


Dreadful hurricane in the West Indies, Oct. 21. 

The Princess Charlotte of Wales and of Saxe Co- 
bourg died in child-birth, having been delivered 
of a still-born child, Nov. 6. 

Defeat of the Peishwah, at the head of T0,0CX) 
troops, by the British Forces in India, Nov. 

The Rajah of Nagpore entirely defeated by the 
British; termination of the war in India, De- 
cember 17. 

The third centenary of the Reformation cele- 
brated, January 1. 

A subscription commenced tor the erection of a 
Cenotaph to the late Princess Charlotte, Jan. 1. 

The King of Spain prohibits the Slave Trade, 
North of the line in Africa, Jan. 4. 

An extraordinary meteor at Toulouse, which dis- 
charged atmospheric stones, Jan. 27. 

The Royal assent given to the repeal of the Ha- 
4)eas Corpus suspension act, Jan. 31. 

Charles XIII., King of Sweden, died, Feb. 20. 

A very destructive hurricane in London, through- 
out England, and in various parts of Europe, 
continuing from eight in the evening till after 
midnight, March 4. 

The tomb of Robert Bruce, King of Scotland, ac- 
cidentally discovered at Dumfermlinc, March 7- 

The Princess Elizabeth married to Philip Au- 
gustus Frederick, Hereditary Prince of Hesse 
Jloraburg, April 7- 

Treaty between Great Britain and the Nether- 
lands for abolishing the Slave Trade, May 4. 

Imprisonment for debt abolished in the State of 
New York, June 12. 

The Duke of Clarence married to the Princess of 
Saxe Meiningen, July 13. 

The Duke of Kent married to a Princess of Saxe 
Coburg, July 13. 

Amount of money received on account of Savings’ 
Banks, to July 13, 1,2.54,021/. 

The SOD of Napoleon created Duke of Reichstadt 
by the Emperor of A ustria, July 22. 

The Tliermometer, at 121°, in the sun, at three 
o’clock, p. rii. July 23. 

Oppressive heat of the weather ; thermometer 
2 degrees above fever heat, July 25. 
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ob. 

— Dr. T, Cogan, Trav. 
ob. 
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Bull issued b\^he Pope allovvin^^ the Kin^ ufj 
Spain to '/ispend the filial^ of ecclesiusaieali 
bcnelices/ for (wo years, and to apply the 
rctf--fime>|f()r the purposes of the State, Ail^r |oJ 
A e^'eatiT he^ree o( heat existeil, and eontiiiued^ 
till's sjjuLj.lr than had been experienced for! 
the Inst lorty )’ears. In many parts of England 
and lu'ance, the trees l)Iossoined twice or llireej 
times; and, at Pans, tlie tliermometer io>e lol 
bS of Eahrenlu'it. Au^. 'd;;. | 

Tlie Empi'ror i)f Au^^|•ia, Emperor of Ku.s^ia, 
Kiiiy oi Pnissia, I.ord ('astlereayh, Duke ot', 
^^’ellm^^(m, Dukr' de li iclielieii, and other AIi-' 
iiisters ot the Allied So\erei_ens. met'l m Eon-, 
paess at A ix-la-Chapello, Se]>r. 'J‘). I 

The National (ruaiaK ot' Ei aiiee i educed to their! 

muniei[ial institution, by Jamiv W'llL, Oet. ;k 
Treaty of Ai\-la-Chapelle sia:ned for tin evaiai- 
ation ol' France, by tlie Allied^ armies, Oct. M. 
Amount of the coutnbufmns to he ])aid iiv 
France, between eleven and twelve millions. 

The Dorothea and 'I'icmt ainve m (he river, fromj 
their un^ueeesst'ul expedition towarils the NorlJi 
Pole, Oet.'Jl- 

Tlie shock of qn cartlnjuakc lilt at Jiivcniess, 
Nov, 10. 

Her Majesty Queen Charlotte died at Kb nv 
Jkilace, after a long and painful illness, Nov. I?, 
rile Isabella and Alexander Discovery Shi[)s 
arrive at Dc'ptford, alter an mi''U('eesstu} at- 
I tempt to exjdorc a North-West Jki-sagej 
November ilO. 

The Congress of Aix-Ia-Cliapelle dissolved, No- 
V ember 2G. 

For tliree days, the Metropolis as well as the 
country round was enveloped in a thick tog, 
which obstructed all travelling, and caused a 
number of fatal accidents, Dee, tlE 
The Quecf' of Spain died suddenly, Dec. 26. 
IMana 'ihere\ of Parma, Queen of Charles IV. 

I of Spain, died at Itome, Jan. T 
jCharlcs IV, of Spain, died, Jan. 26. 

\Kotzebue, the dramatist, assassinated at Man- 
\heim, by a student of Wirtzburg, named Sandt, 
^ nril2. 
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1819 The Duchess of Cambridge delivered of a son^' 
March 26. 

The Southwark Bridge opened, March 26.* 

The Duchess of Clarence delivered, of a daughter, 

who died soon afterwards, March 27. 

. The Isle of France laid waste by a tremendous 
hurricane, being the third within thirteen 
months, March 26- 

— ► The Duchess of Kent safely delivered of a Princess, 
at Kensington Palace, May 23, 

The old law of wager of battle, in which personal 

combat was allowed, abolished, June 5. 

The Duchess of Cumberland delivered of a son, 
June 5. 

Tunis loses more than half its population by the 

plague, June 5. 

A dreadful earthquake near Poonah, in the East 

Indies, which swallowed up a considerable dis- 
trict, and more than 2000 ])ersons, June 16. 

Numerous Meetings held about this time, for par- 
liamentary reform, annual parliaments, and uni- 
versal suhrage, June 23. 

A comet of great brilliancy seen to the northward 

at lip. m., July 3. 

Madame Blanchard ascended in a balloon, <tt 

Paris, surrounded with fire-works, and falling! 
in a small street, was dashed to pieces, July (>. 

A grant of 50,000/. to be issued from time to time, 

by the government, to assist persons disposed to 
settle in his Majesty’s colonv of the Cape el 
Good Hope, July 12. 

A steam vessel arrived fiom America, .Tiily 15. 

The heat of the weather so great at Vienna, Bag- 
dad, and other places, that several persons 
dropped down dead in the streets, July 31. 

A Congress on the affairs of Europe held at Carls- 
bad, Aug. 1. 

' Great meeting of Radical Reformers at Man- 

chester; upwards of 70,000 persons said to be 
present, of both sexes and of every age. Soon 
after the speakers opened the proceedings of the 
day, a military force arrived, under orders to 
disperse the meeting, which occasioned great 
confusion ; in the midst of which five or si\ 
persons lost their lives ; more than one hundred 
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- Mathnnat. oh. 

— Sam. Lysons, F R.;i 

A S.S. Jntuj. oh. 

— ames horhes, h'.lt 

linl ]\Tt)n. oh. 

— Jr 'cc BIlicIk i , oh. 

— Sir WciltcT F ai 
Tlujs. oh. 

— Dr. Piii^h, hMisi'cll 

— Dr. B. Mnsflcy, 77/ 
oh 

— John Bowk'S, Void 
oh. 

— Dr. (Aril Jack^cm, 

— J. Stackhouse, F.l 
Botanist, oh. 

— M. Brunton, Xovcl 
oh. 

— Dr. O. Schwartz, i 
taimt, oh. 

— F. H. Jacobi, Oc, 
Philos, oh. 

— Sir A. Piiigott, oh. 

— Kdw. Birilj Paifo 
oh. 
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1 were woiiiidcd.y Some ol tlie lenders were; 
' taken into eiiyody, and llu' ground u.i> rapidlvj 
clearetl ol'tlye innnense multitude, Au}^. Kk I 
id'Ii(' Din*he>>s^le IJerri delivered of a I'riiieess, a([ 
‘ Parrs Septlt^l. | 

Sn M. ?il.\l\)yez sentenced to jiay a tine of i 
! lOdHtlV. ffiidi he imprisoned for twm years, for, 
hi ihery and corru])tion, Nov, l‘d. I 

(iri'al distress from the extreme severilv < t the; 

weather, D('e. 31 . I 

roniiiienet'iuent of a IP'volution in S[)ain, dan. }. 
Society for the i elief of the houseless poor iounded; 

in London, dan. 1 ; 

'file iherinonieter fell to deitiec'- ol l aliuMnuat 
in London; to t at Fdtham ; to L at Laien- 


hain ; and was, at Ulackheath helms Zero, 
dan. 1,K 


— ■ I'l'he Duke of Kent dii'd, dan. L’.'i. i 

- — jllis Majesty (iKOIK.eUI. died m Windsor (. Ost!e,j 
i in the 82d year of his a;j;e, and ht)lh ol his| 

' j reij^n, Jan. 29- ; 
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I were wounded. ri Some of the lenders were 
I taken into cu^iRtdy, and the ground was rapidly 
cleared of th'e immense multitude, Aug. 16. 
Ixhe Duchess fie Bcrri delivered of a Princess, at 
I Paris, Septiii^l. 

Sir M. M.\|TV.)pez sentenced to pay a hue ot 
\ 10,000/. ilncV be imprisoned for two years, for 

; i briber}^ and corruption, Nov. 12. 

~ Great distress from the extreme severity cf the 
' weatlier, Dec. 61 . 

'0 Vomincncement of a Revolution in Spain, Jan. 1. 

- Society for the relief of the houseless |)oor founded 
' in London, Jan. IJ, 

- Idle thermometer fell to 9 degrc'cs of Fahrcnheit| 

in London; to f' at Fdtham ; to 1*^ at 1 otten-^ 
ham ; and was, at Blacklieath, below Zero, 
.Ian. 15. * 

“ J The Duke of Kent died, .Tan. 2.3. 

r His Majesty George III. died in Windsor Castle, 
in the 8"2d year of his age, and (iOth of his 
reign, Jan. 29. 
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